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Introduction 

The year ד"פשת  really began on Shmini Atzeres (October 7th) and has been a 
year of tragedy and triumph for all of us. The shock and sadness over the 
events of that day and ever since, the terrible deaths of both hostages and 

soldiers. The destruction of a wide swath of Eretz Yisrael and displacement of a 
large portion of the population.  I “publish” this as we reach the one year 
anniversary, the Yahrzeit , of that terrible event.  

There have been amazing moments of open miracles, incredible הרובג  heroism 

displayed and expressed as never before and the understanding that we are at a 
momentous crossroads in history. 

On a personal level it has been dif@icult. I have had two kids serving in support 
roles in the army since the very beginning, and Talmidim and friends serving in 

combat.  

When I wrote the @irst of these emails, I wanted to share the communal shock 

and anguish we were all feeling, and try and give some perspective, if possible, 
but maybe, more importantly it gave me a venue to share my feelings with 

people whom I care to share them with. I didn’t know I would keep writing 
throughout the year, but the response was positive and maybe it was a way for 
me to cope as well, by sharing some very deep feelings about the situation. 

Later I heard about a Sefer Zikaron of the Chasam Sofer written during 
Napoleon’s siege of Pressburg in 1809, describing the miraculous fate of the 
Jewish population of Pressburg, and it added inspiration to me to write as well. 

At the very beginning of the war, I cried quite a bit, and throughout during 
shiurim and conversations about the war I continue to do so. One of the things 
I have tried to share is the amazing importance of the historical present we are 
now in.  

The Navi tells us in the Haftara of Shabbos Hagadol from Sefer Malachi: 

ָוהְֹי י,ֵארְִי וּ,רבְּדְִנ ז,ָא ֵערֵ־לֶא שׁי,ִא ה, ַו ע,מָשְִׁיַּו ,הָוהְֹי ב,שֵׁקְַיַּו וּה, ָוהְֹי י,ֵארְִיְל ,ויָנָפְל ןוֹ,רָכִּז רֶפ,סֵ ב,תֵָכִּיּ,  ה,
׃וֹ,משְׁ י,בֵשְׁחְֹלוּ  

It is important to speak to each other. To have the conversation and through 

these conversations change happens, slowly, but it happens. These email essays 
are my effort to further these conversations. I hope they have been meaningful 
to you; made you think and gain perspective on what is happening to us and 

around us. 

Thank you to all who have been reading and responding and sharing. We 
should be Zoche to see a true העושי  and a  . ונימיב הרהמב המילש הלואג
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Essay #1 

 ד"פשת ירשת ג"כ

October 8, 2024 

Most of you will be reading this as you finish Yom Tov, my guess is that you are 
already aware of the terrible news from Eretz Yisrael.  

Over Simchas Torah in Yeshiva we were surprised by an air raid siren just as 
we were beginning davening. At first we did not think much of it, but then 

another and another. We were forced to move our Tefilla and Hakafos out of 
the Beis Medrash, which is to exposed, downstairs to the dining room where 
half of the room is underground. We were able to complete our Yom Tov and 

anxiously awaited to check the news Motzei Shabbos/Yom Tov. 

When we did, we were in complete shock, our vaunted military and intelligence 
had a massive failure and the stories and the tragedy is overwhelming and 

ongoing. 

 תירחא דעו הנשה תישרמ הב ךיהלא הוהי יניע דימת התא שרד ךיהלא הוהי־רשא ץרא  

 הנשה

It is a land which your God looks after, on which your God always keeps an eye, 
from year’s beginning to year’s end. 

Things do not happen in Eretz Yisrael without a reason! It is heartbreaking, and 

awful what happened and what is still happening . Today Shuls are open with 

people learning all day, Yeshivas, including Derech Etz Chaim are canceling 
Bein HaZmanim and beginning the Zman immediately. Thousands of Israelis 
are trying to get back into the country to be part of the general call up 

(including one of my children who went out of the country for Sukkot) . I have 
two children who are called up (in support roles)  and we have numerous 
Talmidim here in Israel who are in rocket fire range. One who is a doctor in the 
hospital that is taking in the casualties. We have many friends and several 
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Talmidim who have been called up to the army some going to Gaza others up 

north to Lebanon. 

This is not a simple situation. We begin ד"פשת  feeling very very vulnerable. 
And that is clearly what ה"בקה  wants us to feel. Your Tefillos and learning are 
more important now in this time of great need for Klal Yisrael then ever . 

We should hear תובוט תורושב  
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Essay #2 

October 10, 2024 

 ד"פשת ירשת ה"כ

Following my initial email after Yom Tov I received a very large amount of 
heartwarming messages. Thank you for having all of us in your thoughts. 

I think everyone's main question always is "How are you doing and how is the 
Yeshiva doing?"  

To answer the second question first, those of our Alumni receiving this email 
who were here through all the various crises of the last 25 years, wars, Covid, 
etc, know how special a time it is in Yeshiva during "Crises mode". The Tefillas 
are a bit more intense, the learning is special, the time spent together 
comforting. We had to preemptively start the Zman early (yesterday) and keep 
everyone in Yeshiva. Neighborhood Alumni and others are joining the Beis 
Medrash . We have safe areas when sirens interrupt our day, but B"H no 
rockets have actually reached Yerushalayim, though from our Har Nof lookout 
we get quite a fireworks show at night. 
 
How am I doing? I think like most of us in Israel it is a very emotional time. On 
the one hand great concern, not only on a local level but as the Rambam says:  

 א קרפ תוינעת תוכלה ם"במר
 ללגבש לכה ועדי ועיריו הילע וקעזיו הרצ אובתש ןמזבש ,אוה הבושתה יכרדמ הז רבדו
 הרצה ריסהל םהל םורגיש אוה הזו ,'וגו וטה םכיתונוע בותככ ןהל ערוה םיערה םהישעמ
  .םהילעמ
 ג הכלה
 הרקנ וז הרצו ונל עריא םלועה גהנממ הז רבד ורמאי אלא ועירי אלו וקעזי אל םא לבא
 תורצ הרצה ףיסותו ,םיערה םהישעמב קבדהל םהל תמרוגו תוירזכא ךרד וז ירה ,תירקנ
 רמולכ ,ירק תמחב םכמע יתכלהו ירקב ימע םתכלהו +ו"כ ארקיו+ הרותב בותכש אוה ,תורחא
  .ירק ותוא תמח םכל ףיסוא ירק אוהש ורמאת םא ובושתש ידכ הרצ םכילע איבאשכ

This practice is one of the paths of repentance, for when a difficulty arises, and 
the people cry out [to God] and sound the trumpets, everyone will realize that [the 
difficulty] occurred because of their evil conduct, as [Jeremiah 5:25] states: "Your 
sins have turned away [the rains and the harvest climate]." This [realization] will 
cause the removal of this difficulty. 
Conversely, should the people fail to cry out [to God] and sound the 
trumpets, and instead say, "What has happened to us is merely a natural 
phenomenon and this difficulty is merely a chance occurrence," this is a 
cruel conception of things, which causes them to remain attached to their 
wicked deeds. Thus, this time of distress will lead to further distresses. 
This is implied by the Torah's statement [Leviticus 26:27-28]: "If you remain 
indifferent to Me, I will be indifferent to you with a vengeance." The implication 
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of the verse is: When I bring difficulties upon you so that you shall repent and you 
say it is a chance occurrence, I will add to your [punishment] an expression of 
vengeance for that indifference [to Divine Providence]. 
 

  

It is a very contemplative time , one to look for real Teshuva and realize this 
הרצ  is a response to Klal Yisrael's state. 

At the same time, we hear daily of the tremendous acts of הרובג  and goodwill 
that are going on in Eretz Yisrael that are very moving. Amazing people and an 
amazing country. The thousands of Israelis pouring into the country to join 
their units. The tremendous Emunah in the תויחצנ  of לארשי םע . Every story 
brings me שממ  to tears. There is no place I want to be more than right here 
right now.  

One last message to the Derech Etz Chaim family. We have five Talmidim in 
active duty near Gaza and on the Lebanon border. I worry about them every 
moment of every day. Please put them in your Teffilos.  We have tens of Derech 
Etz Chaim families in the south and areas where the rockets are landing and 
causing damage and harm. This is your family, please daven for them to stay 
safe.  

It is a time for at the very least to begin הבושת יכרד  . Daven more and better. 
Learn more and better. Be a better person. Be a better person to others.  

Wishing all בורקב תובוט תורושב  
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Essay #3 

Bereishis 

October 17, 2023 

 ד"פשת ןושחרמ 'ב

We are now more than 10 days into the war and more than a week removed 
from the terrible tragedy that occurred on Shmini Atzeres. While we wait for 
the army to invade Gaza, and with nothing else to report, the news here has 
documented every detail of every single horrific event of that day and has also 
reported in great detail the tremendous heroism, so that more and more details 
are known while we wait and wait not knowing when and what is going to 
happen next. In the meanwhile, as much as the world is officially supporting 
Israel the level of antisemitism in the street and the changing of the narrative 
around the world is growing every day. 

The Yeshiva is still learning, Talmidim are still working on their Torah learning 
and personal growth, but we have also taken time to get involved on whatever 
level possible with the many volunteer opportunities available. This week, time 
was spent making Tzitzis for soldiers and putting together baked goods to send 
to the troops. We also began an online Hilchos Teshuva Shiur which was nicely 
attended by Talmidim dating back over 20 years. I look forward to next Sunday! 

In the midst of all this I was Zoche to have a grandson, born Erev Shabbos 
which gave us the opportunity to be together with Talmidim and Rebbeim, 
Friday night for the Shalom Zachor and to inject some good news, and some 
time together into the world at a very dark time. 

It also led me to think of something that I wish to share with you. 

Parshas Bereishis begins with the well-known Rashi 

א קוספ א קרפ תישארב י"שר  
 ,םכל הזה שדוחהמ אלא הרותה ]תא[ אליחתהל ךירצ היה אל קחצי יבר רמא - תישארב 

לארשי ]הב[ בווטצנש הנושאר הוצמ איהש  איק םילהת( םושמ ,תישארבב חתפ םעט המו ,
 םיטסל לארשיל םלועה תומוא ורמאי םאש ,םיוג תלחנ םהל תתל ומעל דיגה וישעמ חכ )ו
 אוה ךורב שודקה לש ץראה לכ םהל םירמוא םה ,םיוג העבש תוצרא םתשבכש ,םתא
 הנתנו םהמ הלטנ ונוצרבו םהל הנתנ ונוצרב ,ויניעב רשי רשאל הנתנו הארב אוה ,איה
ונל  

What is the reason, then, that it commences with the account of the 
Creation? Because of the thought expressed in the text (Psalms 111:6) “He 
declared to His people the strength of His works (i.e. He gave an account of 
the work of Creation), in order that He might give them the heritage of the 
nations.” For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, “You are 
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robbers, because you took by force the lands of the seven nations of 
Canaan”, Israel may reply to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy One, 
blessed be He; He created it and gave it to whom He pleased. When He 
willed He gave it to them, and when He willed He took it from them and 
gave it to us” 

There are two striking things from that Rashi. We have spoken in the past 
about how the initial Bereishis is ultimately expressed in Klal Yisrael living in 
Eretz Yisrael. But the other message of that Rashi, is that it is built into the 
Torah that there will always be those who will fight our claim to Eretz Yisrael, 
and we will always have to fight for that claim. 

Just two weeks ago on Chol Hamoed Sukkos I took part in a guided trip, 
coordinated with the army, to the other side of the security fence on the 
northern border of Israel, next to Lebanon to Har Dov (that is where the 
present fighting in Northern Israel is taking place). Har Dov has a tradition (I do 
not know if it is reliable) as the place of the םירתבה ןיב תירב the place where 

ה"בקה  promised Avraham Avinu and us Eretz Yisrael.  

In the Hagada Shel Pesach in Maggid we discuss the תירב  and we say: 

רודו רוד לכבש אלא וניתולכל ונילע דמע דבלב דחא אלו ונלו וניתובאל הדמעש  םידמוע  איהו
  םדימ ונליצמ ה"בקהו וניתולכל ונילע

The איהו  refers to the תירב  so that it is built in that the תירב  has to include 
being saved over and over from destruction, meaning the attempts to destroy 
us are built into that Bris as well. 

Part of the promise and challenge of that Bris is the development of Klal Yisrael 
throughout all of the Galuyos that we traverse in terms of gaining more and 
more of our identity of Yisrael. Every one of the crises we go through on the 
way towards that ultimate identity, are meant to allow for growth and change 
within Yisrael.  

 א דומע די ףד הליגמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת
 הנומשו םיעבראמ רתוי תעבט תרסה הלודג :אנהכ רב אבא יבר רמא ותעבט תא ךלמה רסיו
 תעבטה תרסה וליאו ,בטומל םוריזחה אל ןלוכש ,לארשיל ןהל ואבנתנש תואיבנ עבשו םיאיבנ
  .בטומל ןתריזחה

The verse states : “ And the king removed his ring from his hand” (Esther 3:10) . 
Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: The removal of Ahasuerus’s ring for the sealing of 
Haman’s decree was more effective than the forty-eight prophets and the seven 
prophetesses who prophesied on behalf of the Jewish people. As, they were all 
unable to return the Jewish people to the right way, but the removal of 
Ahasuerus’s ring returned them to the right way , since it brought them to 
repentance. 
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Here in Israel there is a clear Teshuva having been done, an amazing paradigm 
shift being communally experienced and shared with all those living here. If felt 
very much like: 

 בטומל ןתריזחה תעבטה תרסה וליאו

It is clear to everyone. It has been reported on the news! Talked about and 
written about in endless articles. The strong sense of identity of Yisrael is clear, 
both among religiously observant and non-observant jews. The identity of 
Yisrael is strong and the commonality and values of Yisrael is strongly present 
and the connection to the land being expressed in the thousands who got on 
over-packed planes and came home. (Maybe the only country in the world that 
every runs to during war). In many ways it makes the situation here more 
bearable. More understandable. 

Outside of Israel the focus has been Israel in so many incredible ways, but what 
that has done is not given room necessarily for internal contemplation of what 
paradigm Teshuva needs to address right now. I have had a number of 
conversations with Talmidim who are frustrated and feel lost. How does one 
focus on Teshuva? How do I not "just move on" from the greatest tragedy of 
the Jewish people since the Holocaust. How do I not "just" stand on the sideline 
and root for the good guys.  

I do not have a great answer. What advice I can give each person on a personal 
level is to examine their life and make sure that they are living it based on 
values not on circumstances. How will that effect the Klal? 

The Navi tells us  

ז"ט:ג קרפ יכאלמ  
ָוקְֹי י>אֵרְִי וּ>רבְּדְִנ ז>אָ ֵערֵ־תאֶ שׁי>אִ ק> ַו ע,מָשְִׁיַּו ,קָוקְֹי ב,שֵׁקְַיַּו וּה> ָוקְֹי י,ֵארְִיְל ,ויָנָפְל ןוֹ,רָכִּז רֶפ,סֵ בתֵָכִּיּ,  ק,
וֹ,משְׁ י,בֵשְׁחְֹלוּ :  

In this vein have those who revere GOD been talking to one another. GOD 
has heard and noted it, and a scroll of remembrance has been written at God’s 
behest concerning those who revere GOD and esteem the holy name. 

Simple conversations, serious conversations can change the world. 

We should have a week of תובוט תורושב  
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Essay #4 

The War of Words 

October 25, 2023 

ד"פשת ןושחרמ 'י  

Since my last email I was Zoche to have the Bris of my newest grandson 
Eliyahu Nechemiah in the Yeshiva this past Friday. It was an interesting 
experience having two of my children, as well as some of the guests, come in 
uniform directly from their base. (and return to base for Shabbos)  I think 
everyone enjoyed the break of a Simcha amongst the tension of the past weeks 
.  
 
We also have met twice on-line for our new Hilchos Teshuva shiur, it is great 
learning with everyone every Sunday. If you want to be added to the Whatsapp 
group and get the link for the 8:45 AM EST Sunday morning shiur let me know. 

The Yeshiva keeps the learning going, our Kollel has grown and B"H the Beis 
Medrash is doing its part. A number of DEC Alumni have joined the Beis 
Medrash throughout the day as they are working from home or university is 
suspended.  The Yeshiva’s Talmidim went to volunteer at Hadassah hospital 
with Rav Mendel this week, as well as preparing meals and special Shabbos 
treats for families moved away from Southern Israel into temporary hotels in 
Yerushalayim.  There are so many opportunities for Chesed in this difficult time 
we are trying to give the Talmidim the opportunity to do their part.  

We are now several weeks into the war and as steadfast as the governments of 
the world have stayed with Israel, the tide in terms of the media and the 
protest rallies, and antisemitism etc. have begun, and we have not even begun 
the inevitable and necessary ground incursion into Gaza. I am sure it is a very 
mutual emotion we all share of "what are we waiting for”. Certainly the army is 
ready to go, the country is ready to go, the waiting is the hardest thing even 
though we know how dangerous it is going to be. 

(Many of the ideas I share with you are garnered from conversations and 
learning with others, please be aware I cannot always give the proper 
attributions) 

In last weeks Haftara it says:  

ז"ט:דנ קרפ והיעשי  

ֵנּהִ ןה  ִצוֹמוּ ם,חֶָפּ שׁ,ֵאבְּ ,חַ,ֵפֹנ שׁ,רָחָ יתִא,רָבָּ ,יִכֹנ,ָא ה, ִכֹנָאְו וּה,שֲֵׂעמְַל י,ִלְכ אי,  :ל,בֵּחְַל תי,חִשְׁמַ יתִא,רָבָּ י,
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It is I who created the smith, to fan the charcoal fire, and produce tools for each 
purpose; So it is I who create, the instruments of havoc (the םילבחמ - terrorists) 

 
ַצוּי י,ִלְכּ־לָכּ )זי( ֹל ,ךְִי,ַלָע ר, ָלְצִי א, ָוקְֹי י,דֵבְַע ,תַלחֲַנ תא,זֹ יִעי>שִׁרְתַּ ט>פָּשְׁמִּלַ ךְ>תָּאִ־םוּקתָּ ןוֹ>שׁלָ־לָכְו ח,  ק,
ָוקְֹי־םאְֻנ י,תִִּאמֵ ם,תָקָדְִצְו ס :ק,  

No weapon formed against you Shall succeed, And every tongue that contends 
with you you shall defeat. Such is the lot of GOD’s servants, Such their triumph 
through Me —declares GOD.  

We tend to view the propaganda war. The war on the narrative, as being solely 
supportive of the "real" war on the ground with the troops, but the Navi tells 
us that an aspect of that war, of what we are fighting and what we are fighting 
for is ט>פָּשְׁמִּלַ ךְ>תָּאִ־םוּקתָּ ןוֹ>שׁלָ־לָכ   , literally those who will bring us to court (the 
Hague) is a war in itself. One we must fight and must win, just as much as the 
battle on the ground with weapons. 

The reason this is true is that the fight Yisrael must fight, and it is always 
fighting, is not "only" to protect ourselves physically from our enemies. Every 
war of Yisrael, is one where we are the side of truth fighting the side of evil. 

The origin of "Evil", the eating from the Etz HaDas as explained by the Rambam 
that the ערו בוט  is the ability to bring into the world a subjective reality 
disconnected from ultimate truth to the point that ער  can be considered 
good!  

The fight over the narrative is just as much the purpose of the war Yisrael must 
be ready to fight. Yisrael does not just fight wars to protect ourselves, we fight 
for GOOD, for TRUTH. This is even recognized to some extent by those 
supporting Israel. There is an understanding, a necessary understanding, that 
this is a war of GOOD vs EVIL and therefore we must win. 

Consider this in our own lives. Can we live this way? Do we look at our place in 
the world this way?   

B’Ezras Hashem we will be successful, and in being so, bring us closer to 
ultimate Geula . 
 
We should hear only תובוט תורושב  

  



11 
 

 

Essay #5 

Mutuality and Malchus 

October 27, 2023 

 ד"פשת ןושחרמ ב"י

Yesterday I was speaking with a DEC Talmid in the US, and it became clear to 
me that what is going on in Israel right now is not completely comprehended 
by those of you not here. So, I want to share a story from yesterday to try and 
give you a sense. 

According to this morning's paper there are 125,000 people removed from their 
homes in the north and south of Israel, basically 125,000 refugees! 

My wife saw on a Whatsapp group that there are empty apartments that are 
being made available to these refugees, but they need furniture. We happened 
to be getting rid of a high riser which they happily picked up. We also 
advertised on a group that we had a refrigerator to give away. Almost 
immediately we were contacted by a group of soldiers who required a fridge on 
their make shift base, and they would happily come and pick it up. My wife 
then broadcast that these soldiers were coming, and if anyone had food or 
other stuff that they wanted to send for Shabbos they could drop it off. We 
were immediately inundated with baked goods to go with the fridge to the 
soldiers. 

Yesterday a woman reached out to my wife that they are from the Yishuv 
Naveh, a Yishuv in the south not far from Aza that was evacuated (they B"H 
were not directly attacked but did spend 48 hours in a safe room until the army 
evacuated them in armored vehicles via the Egyptian border), they are 
presently being housed in the Shalom Hotel in Bayit Vegan (if anyone is familiar 
with it , it is not a very fancy place) and they do not have a refrigerator even to 
have milk for their children throughout the day! She wanted to know if the 
refrigerator was still available.  Being as we had already promised ours away to 
the soldiers, we started calling around to see if anyone else had one. We did 
not find one so we just decided to go to the appliance store and purchase one 
for them (not a big expense only 925 shekel). In the store the conversation came 
around to why we were buying it and when we told them, everyone in the 
store starts asking if they can pitch in for the purchase! 

We delivered the refrigerator to the hotel, and needless to say they were very 
thankful, but oddly, I found myself thanking them. There are hundreds of 
families in essentially a refugee camp called the Shalom Hotel. They are there 
with all their children and have no idea when they will be able to go back to 
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their homes. As we were standing there in front of the hotel, cars one after the 
other were pulling up to bring things for the families. These refugees are frum 
families with many many children. 

We are familiar with the Chazal in Rus, ינעה ינעל השוע תיבה לעבהש הממ רתוי 
תיבה לעבל השוע  , "more than the Baal HaBayit does for the poor person the 

poor person does for the Baal Habayit". That idea is an expression of the 
mutuality of Klal Yisrael, that ultimately is expressed in Malchus, when the 
body of Yisrael acts as one organism.  

I totally experienced that yesterday. Not just the good feeling of giving, but they 
literally were doing me a favor allowing me this opportunity to give them 
something and participate. 

The conversation with this Talmid began, and I realized his lack of 
understanding, because he asked how the football team was doing. You want to 
know how they are doing? Go to this web site , those of you who remember 
Gidon, Moshe Shear and Bucky will be proud of them. 
https://www.soldierssavelives.org/about-2 

https://www.soldierssavelives.org/gidon-hazony-on-fox-news 

Rav Asher drove up north to the Golan last night to deliver beef jerky and other 
Shabbos food to soldiers getting a Shabbos away from the front lines but still 
up north (sorry Yishai he didn't go farther then Natur). Today we are sending 
platters from the Yeshiva to hotels with refugee families (thank you to the 
sponsors). 

Signs all over Israel say  

חצננ דחי 'ה תרזעב  

It is not just a nice slogan, the לארשי חצנ  is pounding every minute here. The 
feeling of one, of mutuality, has never been stronger then it is right now, which 
is amazing after what we were going through the last five years here in Israel. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos - I wish you were here! You are really missing out 

 

 

 

 

https://www.soldierssavelives.org/about-2
https://www.soldierssavelives.org/about-2
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Essay #6 

The Rambam on War 

November 1, 2023 

  ד"פשת ןושחרמ ז"י

I write this having just returned from the Levaya of ל"ז ישפל איבל ר"מס  at Har 
Herzl. He was one of the sixteen soldiers who were killed in the battles ongoing 
in Gaza.  

As a Kohen, I do not often attend Levayas, but if I could go to all of the soldiers 
Levayas I would. They gave their life in order for me and my family to be able 
to live in Eretz Yisrael, it is the least I can do in return. Also, because as will be 
clear by the end of this email, the incredible Chashivus of those who fight for 
Yisrael. 

Har Herzl is usually about a 5 minute drive from the Yeshiva , so I left 
accordingly, I did not take into account that thousands of other people would 
feel as I did. The Levaya was massive, every type of person, old, young, with 
black hats, not religious, everyone who could come did. Unfortunately, I do not 
think it will be the last one I will be attending. 

I want to share something I was preparing for a shiur on the Rambam and war 
and dedicate and make this Dvar Torah L'iluy Nishmas the 16 soldiers who 
have given their lives. Halevai they should be the last casualties.   

(I ask that you bear with me, I had prepared this for a shiur so it is not short. I 
mention as I have in the past that not all ideas are my own but it is difficult to 
attribute where each idea comes from.) 

The Rambam gives an incredible insight into war in Hilchos Melachim 

 וט הכלה ז קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה ם"במר

 סנכיש רחאמו ,המחלמה ירשקב דומעל חכ ובלב ןיאש ,ועמשמכ בבלה ךרו אריה שיאה ימ
 השוע אוה םשה דוחי לעש עדיו הרצ תעב ועישומו לארשי הוקמ לע ןעשי המחלמה ירשקב
 החמי אלא וינבב אלו ותשאב אל בושחי אלו דחפי אלו אריי אלו ופכב ושפנ םישיו המחלמ
 ומצע ליהבמו המחלמב רהרהלו בושחל ליחתמה לכו ,המחלמל רבד לכמ הנפיו ובלמ םנורכז
 דוע אלו ,םהינפמ וצרעת לאו וזפחת לאו וארית לא םכבבל ךרי לא רמאנש ,השעת אלב רבוע
 ירה ,ושפנ לכבו ובל לכב המחלמ השע אלו חצנ אל םאו ,וראוצב ןייולת לארשי ימד לכש אלא
 רורא הלבקב שרופמ ירהו ,ובבלכ ויחא בבל תא סמי אלו רמאנש ,לכה ימד ךפשש ימכ הז
 ותנווכ היהתו דחפ אלב ובל לכב םחלנה לכו ,םדמ וברח ענומ רוראו הימר 'ה תכאלמ השוע
 לארשיב ןוכנ תיב ול הנביו ,הער והעיגת אלו קזנ אצמי אלש ול חטבומ ,דבלב םשה תא שדקל
 ןמאנ תיב ינודאל 'ה השעי השע יכ רמאנש ,אבה םלועה ייחל הכזיו םלוע דע וינבלו ול הכזיו
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 תא םייחה רורצב הרורצ ינודא שפנ התיהו 'וגו ךב אצמת אל הערו םחלנ ינודא 'ה תומחלמ יכ
ךיהלא 'ה . 

To whom does the phrase 'Is there a man who is afraid or faint-hearted?' refer? 
The phrase should be interpreted simply, as applying to a person whose heart is 
not brave enough to stand in the throes of battle. 
Once a soldier enters the throes of battle, he should rely on the Hope of Israel and 
their Savior in times of need. He should realize that he is fighting for the sake of 
the oneness of God's Name. Therefore, he should place his soul in his hand and 
not show fright or fear. 
He should not worry about his wife or children. On the contrary, he should wipe 
their memory from his heart, removing all thoughts from his mind except the 
war. 
Anyone who begins to feel anxious and worry in the midst of battle to the point 
where he frightens himself violates a negative commandment, as it is written 
(Deuteronomy 20:3 : 'Do not be faint-hearted. Do not be afraid. Do not panic and 
do not break ranks before them .'  
Furthermore, he is responsible for the blood of the entire Jewish nation. If he is 
not valiant, if he does not wage war with all his heart and soul, it is considered as 
if he shed the blood of the entire people, as ibid . 20:8 states: 'Let him go home, 
lest he demoralize the hearts of his brethren like his own.' Similarly, the prophetic 
tradition explicitly states: 'Cursed be he who does God's work deceitfully. Cursed 
be he who withholds his sword from blood.' Jeremiah 48:10 
In contrast, anyone who fights with his entire heart, without fear, with the 
intention of sanctifying God's name alone, can be assured that he will find no 
harm, nor will bad overtake him. He will be granted a proper family in Israel and 
gather merit for himself and his children forever. He will also merit eternal life in 
the world to come as I Samuel 25:28-29 states: 'God will certainly make my lord a 
faithful house, for my lord fights the wars of God and evil will not be found with 
you... and my lord's soul will be bound in a bond of life with God .'  

The Rambam begins by quoting the Pasuk: בבלה ךרו אריה שיאה ימ  

That Pasuk is actually the closing description of what happens to someone who 
is terrified of war. The Rambam brings that Pasuk , to a degree out of context. 
He essentially asks “What does that mean” or “in terms of what?” The Rambam 
says It means exactly what it says. ועמשמכ , המחלמה ירשקב דומעל חכ ובלב ןיאש  

He is feint hearted, he does not have the inner strength to stand in the 
wrestling of war, the direct contact in the war, The Rambam continues: רחאמו 

המחלמה ירשקב סנכיש  once he has actually gotten into the actual fight of the war, 
 he must depend on that which represents the hope of   לארשי הוקמ לע ןעשי

Yisrael, the Mikva to be רהטמ  Yisrael , הרצ תעב ועישומו  and he who saves Yisrael 
הרצ תעב  . 
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המחלמ השוע אוה םשה דוחי לעש עדיו  and he must know that he is fighting for the 
' ה דוחי  that is what he is fighting about. 

ופכב ושפנ םישיו  and he should take his life in his hands and offer it, אלו אריי אלו 
דחפי  no fear no terror, וינבב אלו ותשאב אל בושחי אלו   he should not spend a 

moment thinking about his wife and his children 

המחלמל רבד לכמ הנפיו ובלמ םנורכז החמי אלא  Extremely harsh language, do to the 
memory of our wife and children what we do to Amalek, wipe out thoughts of 
your wife and your children, turn aside from any thoughts whatsoever other 
than war, המחלמב רהרהלו בושחל ליחתמה לכו , and anyone who starts thinking 
about other things, worrying about other things, ומצע ליהבמו   and makes 
himself terrified  השעת אלב רבוע  he is רבוע  on a השעת אל  as it says לא רמאנש 

םהינפמ וצרעת לאו וזפחת לאו וארית לא םכבבל ךרי  .  

You normally would have read those Pesukim  to be assurances that you have 
nothing to fear. The Rambam says it is not just assurances, it is a השעת אל  
you cannot have those thoughts. 

The Rambam continues; Not only that but if you do have such thoughts, דוע אלו 
וראוצב ןייולת לארשי ימד לכש אלא  the blood of the entire nation is on this one 

soldiers neck, ימד ךפשש ימכ הז ירה ,ושפנ לכבו ובל לכב המחלמ השע אלו חצנ אל םאו 
לכה  , if he doesn’t put in everything needed to win, and he doesn’t throw his 

entire heart and life into that war, it is as if he murdered the entire country.  

ובבלכ ויחא בבל תא סמי אלו רמאנש , he should not melt other people the way he 
has melted. 

םדמ וברח ענומ רוראו הימר 'ה תכאלמ השוע רורא הלבקב שרופמ ירהו  As we know in 
the Navi , cursed is he who does G-d’s work without his full belief , and cursed 
be he who doesn’t pull the trigger. Who doesn’t get his sword covered with 
blood.  

דבלב םשה תא שדקל ותנווכ היהתו דחפ אלב ובל לכב םחלנה לכו  and anybody who 
throws himself into a battle with his entire heart, without any fear and all he 
wants on a personal level is, his drive is: to דבלב םשה תא שדקל  

הער והעיגת אלו קזנ אצמי אלש ול חטבומ  He is guaranteed, nothing can happen 
to him. No damage, no evil can touch him. לארשיב ןוכנ תיב ול הנביו  he will build 
a absolutely wonderful home in Yisrael, and he will be Zocheh not only for 
himself but also for his children forever,  םלוע דע וינבלו ול הכזיו  

 and he is guaranteed Olam Habah. How do we know  אבה םלועה ייחל הכזיו
this?: 
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 'וגו ךב אצמת אל הערו םחלנ ינודא 'ה תומחלמ יכ ןמאנ תיב ינודאל 'ה השעי השע יכ רמאנש
ךיהלא 'ה תא םייחה רורצב הרורצ ינודא שפנ התיהו . 

Avigail said this to Dovid HaMelech.  “HKB”H has his wars, and my master 
Dovid is waging these wars, therefore no evil can be found in you etc.” 

This sounds like a near impossible call, for bravery on an unreasonable level of 
responsibility for every individual for all? וילע לארשי לכ םד  , and the most 
incredibly harsh language of how you are supposed to look at your own affairs? 
Is this indeed the meaning of the Rambam? 

Lets look at the context, and how unbelievably powerful his words are and how 
they affect every one of us whether you are at the front lines or you are behind 
the lines. 

First the context, the words the Rambam is talking about, come as an 
unbelievable contrast to the point of being incredulous, to the other 
introductory Pesukim, to the  בבלה ךרו אריה שיאה ימ  where the Torah says: 

כ קרפ םירבד  

ֶכּ ע,טַָנ־רשֶׁאֲ שׁי,ִאהָ־י,מִוּ ֹלְו ,םרֶ, ֵלֵי וֹ,לְלּחִ א, ֶלְלּחְַי ר,חֵַא שׁי,ִאְו ה,מָחְָלמִּבַּ ,תוּמָי־ןֶפּ וֹ,תיבְֵל ב,שָֹׁיְו ךְ, וּנּ, : 

ֹלְו ,השִָּׁא שׂ,רֵַא־רשֶׁאֲ שׁי,ִאהָ־י,מִוּ  ֵלֵי הּ,חָקְָל א, הָנּ,חֶקִָּי ר,חֵַא שׁי,ִאְו ה,מָחְָלמִּבַּ ,תוּמָי־ןֶפּ וֹ,תיבְֵל ב,שָֹׁיְו ךְ, : 

ֵלֵי ב>בָלֵּהַ ךְ>רְַו >ארֵָיּהַ שׁי>אִהָ־ימִ וּ,רמְָאְו ,םָעהָ־לֶא ר,בֵּדְַל ,םירִטְשֹּׁהַ וּ,פסְָיְו  ֹלְו וֹ,תיבְֵל ב,שָֹׁיְו ךְ,  ס,מִַּי א,
וֹ,בבְָלִכּ וי,חֶָא ב,בְַל־תֶא : 

If you just built a new house you can’t go out to war, why? What happens if 
something happens to you in the war? What do you mean what happens? Rashi 
says 

כ קרפ םירבד י"שר  

הז אוה תשפנ תמגע לש רבדו - ונכנחי רחא שיאו : 

That would be sad. 

We were talking about wiping out the memory of your wife and children and 
we are worried that if you built a house and someone else moved in that would 
be sad?! And if you planted a new vineyard etc.  

Also the entire Parsha that introduces this speech by the המחלמ חושמ  to the 
troops is all about a tremendous commitment to life. It comes in the context of 

תיחשת לב  

כ קרפ םירבד  
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ִכּ )טי( ֹל הּ,שְָׂפתְָל הָי,ֶלָע ם,חֵָלּהִ,ְל םי,בִּרַ םי,מִָי ,ריִע־לֶא רוּ,צתָ־י, ֶזרְַגּ ,ויָלָע חַ,דְֹּנִל ,הָּצֵע־תֶא תי,חִשְׁתַ־א,  ן,
ִכּ ֵכאתֹ וּנּ,מֶּמִ י, ֹל וֹ,תאְֹו ל, ִכּ ת,רְֹכתִ א, ֵע ,םדָָא,הָ י, ֶנָפּמִ א,בָֹל ה,דֶשָּׂהַ ץ, רוֹ,צמָּבַּ ךָי, : 

When in your war against a city and you have to besiege it a long time in order 
to capture it, you must not destroy its trees, wielding the ax against them. You 
may eat of them, but you must not cut them down. Are trees of the field human to 
withdraw before you into the besieged city? 

The Torah says, “just because you at war and killing thousands of people you 
think you have a reason to tear down trees?!” 

What’s more is the Rambam quotes a Pasuk at the beginning of the Halacha 
which is a reason not to go to war. It is not how to act in war! The Torah is 
saying if you are this way “don’t go to war!”.  

כ קרפ םירבד  

ו>תיבֵלְ ב>שָֹׁיְו ךְ>לֵֵי ב>בָלֵּהַ ךְ,רְַו ,ארֵָיּהַ שׁי,ִאהָ־ימִ  

Go home! 

So the Rambam takes those words and turns it into “you better put your whole 
life into this!” He doesn’t say that’s what the Pasuk means, he just says “who is 
that guy?”. Then the Rambam takes “who is that guy?” and tells me “Don’t 
be that guy”. But the whole meaning of the Pasuk in the Torah is, if you are 
that guy, you shouldn’t be here. So what is the Rambam saying?  

It appears that Rambam is saying and presenting the alternatives and what it 
is that war offers. The Rambam is saying “you know what the Torah is saying 
when it says בבלה ךרו אריה שיאה ימ ? 

That he does not get the privilege to go to war and he is sent home. Who is 
that?  

Once you understand who that is המחלמה ירשקב דומעל חכ ובלב ןיאש , I want you 
to ask yourself is that what you are? Is that what you want to be? Is that how 
you want to define your life as always halfhearted? As to coward to do what 
needs to be done? As inadequate? As always vacillating, irresolute, nervous, 
feint hearted, ineffectual, inadequate! Is this what you want to be? This is the 
person who doesn’t go to war. Is that what you want?! The Rambam is saying, 
you want to know who the בבלה ךרו אריה שיאה  means? 

So then what the Rambam in the Halacha is really saying is, first he is spelling 
out the inconceivable demands that are made on a soldier, what it means to be 
a member of the לארשי אבצ  what it means to be a member of a ה אבצ'  , in 
reality he is spelling out the incredible gifts and privileges of war! 
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We know that even the simplest Goy from the slums, who is put out there into 
a war, that person feels like the thing he is doing is the most incredible thing 
he could ever have done with his entire life.  The “Greatest Generation”. That 
everything that he had ever lived for could be expressed in that one moment. 
That it makes a difference, that he is fighting for the life of the world. 

How does that happen. Says the Rambam , let me tell you what a Ben Yisrael is 
talking about, because it is not just “join the army and learn to be a man”, for a 
Ben Yisrael it is a privilege that can change us forever. That can build our 
families and lives in magical ways, it is opportunities that are totally 
transformational that are open to all who engage, and not only to the soldier in 
the field, and be  םלועה ייחל הכזיו םלוע דע וינבלו ול הכזיו לארשיב ןוכנ תיב ול הנביו 
אבה  . 

The Rambam understands the ךרי לא  that the Torah says not as 
assurances, rather he holds that is the בויח !! 

Let us take a look at the entire issue in a broader way. 

 ב:כ קרפ םירבד

ָיהְָו  ֶכבְרָ,קְָכּ ה, ַגִּנְו ה,מָחְָלמִּהַ־לֶא ם, ָעהָ־לאֶ ר>בֶּדְִו ן>הֵכֹּהַ שׁ> ם> : 

Before you join battle, the Kohen shall come forward and address the troops. 
 
The Torah is talking about the appointing of a Kohen – a Kohen?! Who needs a 

המחלמ חושמ ןהכ  why do we need a Kohen at all?  Let a General talk to the 
troops?! The point over here is this is an הדובע  it is something that 
requires a Kohen. 

תכונח ריש רומזמ - ב אקסיפ )םולש שיא( יתבר אתקיספ  

 םיבר םימד יכ המל תיבה יל הנבת אל ול רמאו איבנה ןתנ אב ותונבל בשחש יפ לע ףאו
 רמא שדקמה תיב תונבלמ יתלספנ ירה רמא ארייתנ דוד עמשש ןויכ ]ינפל[ הצרא תכפש
 ליאו יבצכ ינפל םה ךכ ךייח ארית לא דוד אוה ךורב שודקה ול רמא יאעלא רב הדוהי יבר
 יבצכ ונלכאי רוהטהו אמטה[ רמאנש ליאו יבצ אלא הצרא ןיאו הצרא תכפש רמאנ ךכל
 ]רחא רבד[ .)ז"טו ו"ט ב"י םירבד( םימכ ונכפשת ץראה לע ]ולכאת אל םדה קר ליאכו
 םימד יכ ביתכ ןכש תונברק ינפל ויה תכפשש םימד לכ ךייח אוה ךורב שודקה ול רמא
 ןב תא טחשו רמאנש תונברק אלא ינפל ןיא יאחוי ןב ש"ר רמא ינפל ]הצרא[ תכפש םיבר

ה ינפל רקבה ' ( ה 'א ארקיו '). 

That Medrash tells us that  איבנה ןתנ  comes to ךלמה דוד  and tells him he cannot 
build the שדקמה תיב  because he is a םימד ךפוש  , says the Medrash that is the 
meaning of the תכפש םיבר םימד יכ תיב יל הנבת אל התאה  , so Dovid HaMelech is 

אריתנ  he became terrified. Says HKB”H to him “do not fear all the blood you 
spilled is like a Korban before me.”  
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War is literally an הדובע . The literal הדובע  of war is the רורא  of the one who 
doesn’t want to bloody his sword. 

םדמ וברח ענומ רוראו הימר 'ה תכאלמ השוע רורא  

As was told to Avraham Avinu in the first world war 

וט קרפ תישארב  

ָיהָ הֶלּ,ֵאהָ םי,רִבָדְּהַ ׀ר,חַַא )א( ֶזחֲמַּ,בַּ ם,רָבְַא־לֶא ,קָוקְֹי־רבַדְ ה, ֵגמָ ,יִכֹנָא ם,רָבְַא א,רָיתִּ־לַא ר,מֹאֵל ה,  ן,
ד,אֹמְ ה,בֵּרְהַ ,ךָרְָכשְׂ ךְ,ָל  

Some time later, the word of  came to Abram in a vision :“Fear not, Abram, I הוהי 
am a shield to you;Your reward shall be very great .”  

וט קרפ תישארב י"שר  

 ,יתוקדצ לכ לע רכש יתלבק אמש רמואו גאוד היהו םיכלמה תא גרהש הז סנ ול השענש רחא
 תושפנ ןתוא לכ לע שנעת אלש שנועה ןמ ךל ןגמ יכנא םרבא ארית לא םוקמה ול רמא ךכל
דאמ הברה ךרכש ,ךרכש לובק לע גאוד התאש המו ,תגרהש : 

AFTER THESE THINGS means: after this miracle has been wrought for him in 
that he slew the kings and he was in great anxiety, saying, “Perhaps I have 
already received, in this God-given victory reward for all my good deeds” — 
therefore the Omnipresent said to him , FEAR NOT ABRAM, I AM THY SHIELD 
against punishment: for you shall not be punished on account of all these people 
whom you have slain. And as for your being anxious regarding the receipt of any 
further reward, know that  THY REWARD WILL BE EXCEEDING דאמ הברה ךרכש 
GREAT 

The deepest רכש  , and what the Rambam is describing is war as an הדובע  . 
It requires a special Kohen, it is an הדובע  which goes beyond the הדובע  of the 

תונברק . Here is an הדובע  that raises an individual life into transcendence over 
all the simple concerns for the rapidly passing moments of generic living. 
Minds that are absorbed in all sorts of fear and struggles and timidity, and 
struggles with success and what will people say, living unbelievably small lives. 

Here in war is the description of an expanded consciousness of the enterprise 
of life itself. 

 דוחי לעש עדיו הרצ תעב ועישומו לארשי הוקמ לע ןעשי המחלמה ירשקב סנכיש רחאמו
המחלמ השוע אוה םשה  

The explosive discovery of a המחלמ  which is המחלמ השוע אוה םשה דוחי לעש  as 
the pinnacle achievement of human consciousness, the experience of life in its 
ultimate visions of being a םייחה רורצ  . 

ךיהלא 'ה תא םייחה רורצב הרורצ ינודא שפנ התיהו . 
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Recognizing what the totality of life is about. All the local elements of success 
and survival are ancillary outgrowths of that life. That is what Avigail is 
saying to Dovid Hamelech. The moment we talk about ' ה דוחי  . 

In order to achieve all this the Rambam says it is recognizing הוקמ לע ןעשי 
הרצ תעב ועישומו לארשי  this is the fullest antithesis of that fear. Where does the 

fear of the בבלה ךרה שיא  come from? It comes from the mistaken belief that 
there are things that are really ours, some sort of control that we think we 
have. Here is the facing of truth knowing that the things that are truly ours are 
never under our control! 

Amalek comes to fight us in order to strip away our significance, and that was 
exactly what Hamas wanted to accomplish in its attack. This, what war is to a 
Ben Yisrael, is exactly the opposite, strip away the generic and taste the 
ultimate significance, the ultimate building of creation, the ' ה דוחי . There is not 
a single generic personal moment in that kind of war. 

I described in my last email the amazing response of an Am Yisrael acting as 
one, that underlying power comes exactly from this. As terrible as war is, and 
as terrible as this war is, nobody wants to go back to "normal". We all need to 
be ready to face whatever it takes, whatever pain is necessary to win this war. 
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Essay #7 

A Nation Alone 

November 9, 2023 

 ד"פשת ןושחרמ ה"כ

First a quick Yeshiva update. The Sunday morning on-line Hilchos Teshuva 
shiur is going great! We are in the middle of the Second Perek discussing the 
Inyanim of Selicha U'Mechila. If you have not joined and wish to, please let me 
know. It takes place every Sunday morning 8:45 am EST. It is truly wonderful 
seeing and learning with everyone every week. 

Yeshiva is going strong. The guys are learning and growing every day. A few of 
the boys who were initially taken home by their parents at the beginning of the 
war have returned. Yesterday the Yeshiva went south towards Aza to Tzomet 
Gilat and volunteered at a site that was set up to refresh soldiers on their way 
in and out of combat in Aza. https://swordsofiron.org.il/ 

The site was set up spontaneously at the very beginning of the war, hosts up to 
20,000 soldiers a day and makes and serves an average of 10,000 hamburgers a 
day! We joined them to help support our םילייח  for an afternoon. It gave us all a 
big Chizuk. 

I want to share with you something that I know many of us are thinking about 
due to recent events. 

Chazal Tell us 

 אכ חלש תשרפ  אמוחנת שרדמ

 ינא ,םנח לש הייכב םתיכב םתא אוה ךורב שודקה רמא ,באב העשת לילב הדעה וכבש 
תורודל הייכב הזה הליל םכל עבקא  ,ברחיל ק"מהב לע הריזג הרזגנ העש התוא ןמו ,

תומואה ןיבל לארשי ינב ולגישו . 

Because the congregation wept in the night of the ninth of Av, the Holy One has 
said: You have wept for nothing. I shall establish this night for you as a night of 
weeping for future generations, and from that hour a decree on the Temple was 
ordained for it to be destroyed and that the children of Israel would go in exile 
among the nations.  

The state of Aveilus that Yisrael lives with on Tisha Ba’Av and more recently, is 
the opposite of a life of םנח  which I will translate for now as meaninglessness, 
but comes from the word for free, or what we often mistake for freedom. 
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Recently, what has come as an immense shock to all of us, is the sudden 
discovery, that there exists in the world the desire for the exact opposite. A 
completely unadulterated םנח . The most recent development in the momentous 
events that we are experiencing, is the great, horrifying and frustrating shock 
of discovering the depth of the visceral hatred of Yisrael . It is absolutely 
shocking! Intelligent people all over the globe realize this is not normal. This is 
not normal racism, it is not “I don’t like blacks, I don’t like Jews” it is nothing 
like that, it is not old fashion antisemitism. Everywhere commentators are 
attempting to understand what it is really about, and they have no idea. This is 
something that is so visceral, instinctive and it is anti-rational and it is 
difficult to identify it precisely, because it is an underpinning for what was once 
thought of as racism. 

Why should we care about the reason for the hate? I think this has been an 
incredible experience for many. The very shock of discovering that the people 
you work with loath you, and that the Ivy League that one once thought of as 
enlightened, is actually part of the darkest blot on human civilization, those 
who thought that the leftist ideologies would set you free, are nothing but 
flights of absurd fancy, it imprisons your ability to think and even to survive! 
That needs to be appreciated as an incredible and wonderful event. 

The Navi Yechezkel tells us: 

כ קרפ לאקזחי  
ֶכחֲוּ,ר־לַע ,הָלעֹ,הְָו )בל( ֹל וֹ,יהָ ם, ֶיהְ,תִ א, ִנ םי>רִמְאֹ ם>תֶּאַ ׀ר,שֶׁאֲ ה, ֶיהְ>  תוֹ,צרָאֲהָ תוֹ,חְפּשְׁמְִכּ >םִיוֹגַּכ ה>
ֵע ת,רֵשְָׁל ןבֶ,ָאָו ץ, : 
ָנדֹאֲ ם,אְֻנ יִנ,ָא־יחַ )גל( ִוקְֹי י, ֹל־םִא ק, ָיבְּ א, ָיוּטְנַ עוֹ,רְזבִוּ ה,קָָזחֲ ד, ָכוּפשְׁ ה,מָחֵבְוּ ה, ֶכיֵלֲע ךְוֹ,למְֶא ה, ם, : 
ֶכתְֶא י,תְִּצבַּקְִו םי,מִַּע,הָ־ןמִ ,םֶכתְֶא י,תִאֵצוֹהְו )דל( ָיבְּ ם,בָּ ם,תֶצֹוֹפְנ ר,שֶׁאֲ תוֹ,צרָאֲ,הָ־ןמִ ם,  ,הקָָזחֲ ד,
ָיוּטְנַ עוֹ,רְזבִוּ ָכוּפשְׁ ה,מָחֵבְוּ ה, ה, : 
ֶכתְֶא י,תִאבֵהְֵו )הל( ִנָפּ ם,שָׁ ,םֶכתְִּא י,תִטְַפּשְִׁנְו םי,מִַּע,הָ ר,בַּדְמִ־לֶא ם, ִנָפּ־לֶא םי, םי, : 
ֶכיתֵוֹ,באֲ־תֶא ,יתִּטְ,ַפּשְִׁנ ר,שֶׁאֲַכּ )ול( ֵכּ םִי,רְָצמִ ץרֶ,ֶא ר,בַּדְמִבְּ ם, ֶכתְִּא ט,ֵפשִָּׁא ן, ָנדֹאֲ ם,אְֻנ ם, ִוקְֹי י, ק, : 

ֶכתְאֶ י>תִּרְבֲַעהְַו )זל( ֶכתְאֶ י>תִאבֵהְֵו טבֶ>שָּׁהַ תחַ>תַּ ם> תי>רִבְּהַ תרֶ>סֹמָבְּ ם> :  

And that which comes into your mind shall never come about, that you say, We 
will be like the nations, like the families of the countries, to serve wood and 
stone. 
As I live, says the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out 
arm, and with anger poured out, will I be king over you: 
and I will bring you out from the peoples and will gather you out of the countries 
in which you are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, 
and with anger poured out. 
And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there will remonstrate 
with you face to face. 
As I remonstrated with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Miżrayim, so 
will I remonstrate with you, says the Lord God 
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And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the 
discipline of the covenant: 

The Navi is saying that in our response to wanting to be like the Goyim, HKB"H 
will drag us back into the Bris! 

This desire to be like all of the םייוג , even amongst the Frum, there is a need in 
the back of the minds of all to be even a little bit like the םייוג . To be accepted. 
To wear our baseball caps, and hair coverings, and eat (glatt kosher) hot dogs at 
football games. To be American! That says the Navi ה"בקה  will not allow! We 
will always be drawn back to the תירב . 

Even in the origins of the State of Israel was the idea that once we are a 
“normal” independent nation Jews will be accepted. What they did not take 
into account was that the renewed idea of Yisrael as opposed to Jews, was 
itself going to be a thorn in the nation’s eyes. 

במ השרפ ךל ךל תשרפ )אנליו( הבר תישארב  

 ךורב שודקה רמאש העשב םהרבאב םינפ הרמהש ןומיס 'ר םשב הדוהי יבר םשב הירזע 'ר
 ךלוה התאו התא הנש 'ק ןב רבכ רנע ול רמא ,ויבהוא 'גב ךלמנו ךלה לומיל םהרבאל אוה

ךמצע תא רעצמו ךיאנוש ןיב ךמצע תא םייסמו ךלוה תא המ לוכשא ול רמא ,  ול רמא ,
 התא ןיא לומל ךל רמאש הזה רבדהו ןובערבו םיכלמבו שאה ןשבכב ךל דמעש ךיהלא ארממ
 אל וילע הלגנ יניאש ךייח לומל הצע ול התתנ התא אוה ךורב שודקה ול רמא ,ול עמוש
 'ה וילא אריו )חי תישארב( ד"הה ךלש ןיטלפב אלא ,לוכשא לש ןיטלפב אלו ,רנע לש ןיטלפב
ארממ ינולאב . 

Rabbi Azarya in the name of Rabbi Yehuda in the name of Rabbi Simon: It is 
because he was brazen-faced regarding Abraham. When the Holy One blessed be 
He told Abraham to circumcise himself, he went and consulted with his three 
friends. Aner said to him: ‘You are already one hundred years old and you are 
going to bring pain upon yourself?’ Eshkol said to him: ‘What, are you going 
to put an end to yourself in the midst of your enemies?’ Mamre said to him: 
‘[This is] your God who stood by you [during your ordeal] in the fiery furnace, and 
during [your war with] the kings, and during the famine, and in this matter that 
He has said to you, to circumcise yourself, you do not heed Him?’ The Holy One 
blessed be He said to him: ‘You gave him counsel to circumcise himself; by your 
life, I will not appear to him in Aner’s palace, nor in Eshkol’s palace, but only in 
your palace.’ That is what is written: “The Lord appeared to him in the palace of 
Mamre” 

What was being said to Avraham Avinu by Eshkol was not because of some 
physical mark he was putting on himself. In fact who would see it?! This תירב  
makes you by definition the “OTHER”. 

םדא ןייורק םיבכוכ ידבועה ןיאו ,םדא ןייורק םתא ,םתא םדא  
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“And you My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, are men  ] adam [” (Ezekiel 34:31), 
from which it is derived that you , the Jewish people , are called men  ] adam [ but 
gentiles are not called men  ] adam. 

The idea of 

ִיוֹגּבַוּ ן,כֹּשְִׁי ד,דָבְָל ,םָע־ןהֶ ֹל ם> ב>שָּׁחַתְִי א>  

It is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. 

 sense in us an alien mind that thinks less of them. An alien mind and a   םייוג
people that have a different level of what it means to live. We experience life in 
a way that makes them feel like a lesser ארבנ . Avraham Avinu and Bris Mila 
make you different, the truth is that it is deeply profound and deeply true. 

There is a flip side that we have been seeing as well. An incredible need by 
those who are sane to speak out on behalf of Yisrael. In Israel there has been a 
phenomenon of תורג  , people who want to be רייגמ  especially in the army, those 
who if they die now want to do so as a Ben Yisrael. Those people want to be 
connected to a deeper level of humanity. It is after the Bris Milah that 
ultimately Avraham becomes the םייוג ןומה בא  . Now humanity can connect to 
being human on its ultimately level.  

Our deep hunger to be part of the broader world, to be exactly what the Navi 
Yechezkel is talking about, to be םיוגה לככ  on some level, is our wish to be open 
to their love and to keep the pool of experience open. It is exciting and 
meaningful to all of us, the drive for just enough םניח  to be able to feel good. To 
escape and hide from the tension of being in Eretz Yisrael and being a Ben 
Yisrael where only reality matters. Running away gives me a taste of what it is 
like to be part of an open world. 

In the Torah, the initial definition of the nature of war is with Moav because of 
what they did with the Bnos Moav.  Yisrael is meant to be different. To have 
a different mind and different consciousness and live a different life. Many 
of the mistakes Yisrael has made over the past 75 years have been because of 
our need for the “love” of the Goyim. Yes there were diplomatic and political 
reasons, but Oslo, withdrawal from Gaza , our inability to fight Hamas even 
though they were lobbing missiles at us regularly, to some extent came from 
our need to be loved by the Umos HaOlam . We, and I mean both those of us 
living in Israel and those not, were not really ready to fight. We were not ready 
to conquer a land that we know is ours. Now we are, and that is one of the 
major changes that has taken place since Shmini Atzeres. (By the way, I am not 
sure the political leadership is as ready as the nation is.)  

What we are looking at in these anti Yisrael rallies is the desire and ability to 
discover the ultimate םניח . The hatred of Yisrael is not םניח תאנש , this is the 
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hatred with the most basis! It is the mirror image of what Yisrael is fighting for. 
Nobody wants to view the world the way Yisrael does. 

There is an opportunity here for us. Knowing yourself better, recognizing and 
realizing they hate you for the ultimate reason. This is not something to 
frustrate you or to be shocked at, this is the clarity of the recognition of the 

םלועה תומוא  of your value in a way that we are just beginning to perceive. 
Knowing that experience of that hatred is a direct experiencing of םתא םדא  , 
that is why it is so difficult to be explained, that is why is seems to be so 
visceral and so sinister. 

This War began on Shmini Atzeres (and would be more correctly called the 
Shmini Atzeres War not the Simchas Torah war) Amazingly the Medrash says 
this is what תרצע ינימש  is all about. 

אכ השרפ סחניפ תשרפ )אנליו( הבר רבדמב  

 גחב אצומ תא הלפת ינאו ינונטשי יתבהא תחת )טק םילהת( ה"שז תרצע ינימשה םויב
תומוא םיעבש לע םירפ םיעבש ךינפל ןיבירקמ לארשי  ונא ירה םימלועה ןובר לארשי ורמא ,

 תחת 'אנש ונתוא ןיאנוש םהו ונתוא בוהאל ןיכירצ ויהו םירפ םיעבש םהילע ןיבירקמ
 ינימשה םויב םכמצע לע ובירקה וישכע אוה ךורב שודקה םהל רמא ךכיפל ,ינונטשי יתבהא
]ול ,טכ[ םכל היהת תרצע  

“On the eighth day…an assembly” – that is what the verse said: “In return for 
my love, they hate me; I am prayer” (Psalms 109:4). You find that on the Festival, 
Israel sacrifices seventy bulls on behalf of the seventy nations. Israel said: ‘Master 
of the universe, we sacrifice seventy bulls on their behalf, and they should 
love us; but they hate us, as it is stated: “In return for my love, they hate me.”’ 
Therefore, the Holy One blessed be He said to them: ‘Now, sacrifice on your own 
behalf’: “On the eighth day it shall be an assembly for you .”  

This experience will BE”H become the beginning of ומע םייוג ונינרה  because of 
seeing the ' ה תמקנ  and ultimately their admiration for how we experience it as 
the love of ןיד  

בל קרפ םירבד  

ִנרְהַ )גמ( ִכּ וֹ,מַּע ,םִיוֹג וּני, פ :וֹ,מַּע וֹ,תמָדְַא ר,ֶפִּכְו וי,רָָצְל בי,שִָׁי ,םקָָנְו םוֹ,קִּי וי,דָבֲָע־םדַ י,  

Rejoice, O nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, 
and will render vengeance to his adversaries and will forgive his land, and his 
people. 
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Essay #8 

The Long Road 

November 16 2023 

ד"פשת וילסכ 'ג  

As always I want to open up this email with a short Yeshiva update. The 
Talmidim volunteered again this week in Hadassah hospital (at the hospitals 
request!). But otherwise a regular learning week with a beautiful Rosh Chodesh 
Kislev davening led by R' Shmuel Kornfeld.  

I am sure many if not all of you attended the rally in Washington. It looked like 
it was amazing and I hope it had meaning for you. 

 
I look forward to seeing so many of you on Sunday at the on-line Hilchos 
Teshuva shiur. We are beginning the 3rd Perek this week. If you wish to join 
send me a message and I will send you the link. 8:45 AM EST every Sunday. 

I will be traveling to the US next week and at the end of the email I give details 
of my trip with the hope to see as many of you as possible.  

My musings this week.  

ד:אכ קרפ רבדמב  

ַצקְתִַּו םוֹ,דֱא ץרֶ,ֶא־תֶא ב,בֹסְִל ףוּ,ס־םַי ךְרֶ,דֶּ ,רהָהָ ר,הֹמֵ וּ,עסְִיַּו  ֶנ ר> ָעהָ־שׁפֶ> ךְרֶ>דָּבַּ ם> : 

They set out from Mount Hor by way of the Sea of Reeds to skirt the land of 
Edom. But the people grew restive on the journey, 

The people lost patience with the process. 

I started sensing the other day, and we spoke about this this past Sunday after 
shiur, that people are starting to lose patience with the "situation" and 
internally asking themselves "when will this be over and things will get back to 
normal?". (I notice a drop in open rates for my emails too!)  
 
I was speaking with Rav Sheftel the other day about his trip to the US and I 
said to him that probably when my father ZT”L was running away from the 
Nazis and Russians in the 1940s he probably was thinking to himself, “when 
will this be over so things can get back to “normal” again.”  (Which of course 
never happened.)  It seems to be part of the human condition and a sense I am 
getting from people, is that we are all anxious for this to get over and to get 
back to "normal".  
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This desire to get things done quickly brings with it several levels of 
danger.  

We know, especially here in Israel, when they waited three weeks to begin the 
ground invasion, everyone was edgy, "when are we going to get going?". We 
know now that the patience they had before going in has saved countless lives, 
and prepared the way, with G-d’s help, for the army to be successful thus far. 
Now that the ground war has begun, we all scroll through the news over and 
over to see what has advanced, we all think to ourselves “lets get moving!".  

There are times when Klal Yisrael responds with what Chazal call “Avraham’s 
Zerizut” we are meant to respond instantly and do what needs to be done. That 
Zerizut always powers the openings during momentous times like these. But 
Yakov Avinu has a very different response to the challenges of meeting up with 
Eisav and the challenges of confronting the West. His approach is: 

די:גל קרפ תישארב  

ִנאֲַו ָכאָלמְּהַ לֶג,רְֶל י,טִִּאְל ה,ָלהֲָנתְ,ֶא י, ,יַנָפְל־רשֶׁאֲ ה,  

while I travel slowly, at the pace of the cattle before me  

Go slowly and take the long way home. To the extent that he gives Eisav the 
offer of 

ָנ־רבֲָעַי ִנדֹאֲ א, ֵנְפִל י, וֹ,דּבְַע י,  

Let my lord go on ahead of his servant 

He is willing to let Eisav go first! 

Yakov’s approach colors the relationship described in the Gemara between 
Rebbe and Antoninus as well as the Rome and Yisrael. 

You see this as consistent with Yakov’s personal interrelationships as well. 

 כ:טכ תישארב: 

 הּ,תָאֹ וֹ,תבָהֲַאבְּ םי,דִחָאֲ םי,מִָיְכּ ,ויָניֵעבְ וּ,יהְִיַּו

So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days 
because of his love for her. 

His love for Rachel and his vision maintained the intensity of the moment over 
seven years of waiting! 
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The Umos HaOlam , all of our friends and so called friends of the nations of the 
world are trying to push that this should be over quickly. That is terribly 
dangerous for Yisrael. 

From the very beginning every political and military leader in Israel has said it 
will be a long and dangerous war. With a stress on the long. There is no 
pushing for quick responses when sometimes one has to learn Yakov Avinu’s 
response. When it seems nothing is happening, things are going on, just 
slowly.  At that point the sense of momentousness and meaning of the time we 
are in begins to dissipate. 

What does that imply? 

People are still looking for a quick mechanically achievable result? "It will be 
over soon right?" 

Many years ago the Yeshiva visited Moshav Nov in the Golan for Shabbos. 
(Where my son lives now!) We had the opportunity for the Yeshiva to meet with 
Effie Eitam a former General, and at the time we met with him he was serving 
as a minister in the Israeli government and a member of the Security cabinet. 
Those of you that were there may remember that meeting. Grandmom A”H was 
with us and she speaks up and says to him “what is going to be!” what are we 
going to do about this and that!”  Effie Eitam turns to her and says “things take 
time, 100 years in Jewish History is a very short period of time!” 

Klal Yisrael has always been accepting of the long way home. 

Every morning we make the Bracha in Birchas Hashachar חכ ףעיל ןתונה  . In 
Halacha it is not clear where this Bracha comes from. 

ט:ומ ןמיס םייח חרוא ףסוי תיב  

 ברעב ותמשנ דיקפמ םדאש לע הנקתנו חכ ףעיל ןתונה זנכשא ירודיסב שי תחא הכרב דועו
וכו  ךיא עדוי יניא דומלתב הרכזנ אלש רחאמ וז הכרב ךרבל הפי ךמס שיש יפ לע ףא .'

 םיגרטקמ הארש )זפ 'יס תוכרב 'לה( רוגאה בתכש יתאצמו הנקתל םדא םושל תושר היה
ןניטקנ יכהו הוריכזה אל חקורהו ק"מסו ם"במרהו הז םעטמ הילע  

There is one additional Bracha in Ashkenaz Siddurim, He gives strength to those 
who are tired… even though there is what to rely on for the blessing being as it is 
not mentioned in the Talmud I do not know how anyone had the right to set it up.  

The Shulchan Orech says:  

ו ףיעס ומ ןמיס תוכרב ראשו רחשה תוכרב תוכלה םייח חרוא ךורע ןחלוש  

 םיזנכשאה ינבב טושפ גהנמה  ךא הגה .ןיארנ םהירבד ןיאו ,חכ ףעיל ןתונה ךרבל ןיגהונ שי
הרמואל  
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There are those who have the practice to bless "who gives strength to the weary", 
but their words do not appear [to be correct] . Rem"a: but the common practice 
for Ashkenazim is to say it 

The Beis Yosef points out that the Bracha has no source in the Gemara and you 
cannot just make up Brachos! The Rama Paskens that we say it and the Minhag 
in all of Yisrael is to say the Bracha. The Shaarei Teshuva brings the source as 
an Arizal  to add a 19th Bracha Kneged םינישלמל  which was added to Shmoneh 
Esrei. 

 הכרבה דגנכ הנקתנ "חוכ ףעיל ןתונה" תכרבש )א"י תוא ,ו ,א ,ללוכה רעש( ראבמ י"ראה 
הווקת יהת לא םינישלמלו" תכרב – ט"יה  לכו" תולגה תורצ לע הקעזה םע דחי :רמולכ ."

העשרה תורצה םתוא לכב ,"  ונקת ןכל . דומעל ונל ןתונ 'הש חוכה לע תודוהל ונילע
וז הכרב םינואגה לארשי םעל ןתנש דחוימה חוכה לע ה"בקל האדוהכ ,  תולג תונשב ,

 דומעל ,חוכ ונב ןתונ ה"בקהו ,ונתולכל ונילע תודמוע םלועה תומוא םהבש םינשב ,ןברוחו
הקוצו הרצ תועשב םג דורשלו םינתיא  

.  אוהו" :)ט"כ ,'מ והיעשי( םש ק"דרה ראיבש יפכו ,והיעשי תאובנב קוספה רוקממ הלוע ךכו
םינוא ןיאמ םיעגיו םיפעיו תולגב םהש לארשיל המצעו חכ הצרישכ ןתי  

 (I apologize for not translating the source literally, but here is the gist): 

It would seem to not be humanly possible to last through the years of Golus 
and everything Am Yisrael has endured. The Bracha we say is that HKB”H has 
given us a special Koach, special energy to stand up and last through all of the 
Tzaros and years of Galus, through the ages of the Umos standing up to destroy 
us. 

The Gemara in Kesuvos speaks of the תועובש  Klal Yisrael made: 

א דומע איק ףד תובותכ תכסמ ילבב דומלת  

 .םיבכוכ ידבועל דוסה ולגי אלשו ,ץקה תא וקחרי אלשו ,ץקה תא ולגי אלש - ךניא 

The other three oaths are as follows : That those who know should not reveal 
the end of days ; and that they should not distance the end of days by saying 
that it is still distant ; and that they should not reveal the secret of the Jews to 
the nations. 

Rashi learns that 

א דומע איק ףד תובותכ תכסמ י"שר  

קחוד ןושל  לע םינונחתב וברי אלש ןניסרג  -  םנועב א"ל וקחדי אלש  ץקה תא וקחרי אלשו
יאדמ רתוי ךכ . 

 ךכ לע םינונחתב וברי אלש קחוד ןושל ןניסרג וקחדי אלש א"ל םנועב - ץקה תא וקחרי אלשו 
 :יאדמ רתוי
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Rashi says that the proper Girsa is ץקה תא וקחדי אלש  meaning do not rush the 
ץק . 

Don’t try to rush things, rushing is dangerous. 

When we do not rush things it mitigates against artificial actions that don’t 
measure up to the required השירד  (search) that Klal Yisrael requires. 

Look at what happens to Moshe Rabainu when he is in a rush. He gets upset!  

ה קרפ תומש  

ָיַּו  ָוקְֹי־לֶא ה,שֶׁמֹ בשָׁ, ָנדֹאֲ ר,מַאיַֹּו ק, ָעָל ,התָ,עֹרֵהֲ ה,מָָל י, ֶזּהַ ם, ֶזּ המָּ,ָל ה, יִנ,תָּחְַלשְׁ ה, : 

ָעָל ע,רַהֵ ךָ,מֶשְׁבִּ ר,בֵּדְַל ,העֹרְַפּ־לֶא יתִא,בָּ ז,ָאמֵוּ  ֶזּהַ ם, ֵצּהְַו ה, ךָ>מֶַּע־תאֶ תָּלְ>ַצּהִ־אֹל ל> : 

ו קרפ תומש  

ה,עֹרְַפְל ה,שֱֶׂע,ֶא ר,שֶׁאֲ ה>אֶרְתִ ה>תַָּע ה,שֶׁמֹ־לֶא ,קָוקְֹי רמֶא,יַֹּו )א(  

ו קרפ תומש י"שר  

 קחציב יכ )בי אכ תישארב( ול יתרמאש םהרבאכ אל ,יתודמ לע תרהרה - 'וגו הארת התע )א(
ירחא רהרה אלו ,הלועל והלעה )ב בכ םש( ול יתרמא ךכ רחאו ,ערז ךל ארקי  התע ךכיפל ,

ץראל םאיבאשכ תומוא העבש יכלמל יושעה אלו ,הארת הערפל יושעה .הארת : 

Moshe Rabainu says “nothing is happening!” HKB"H says to him “You think 
nothing is happening?” HKB”H says “so you will see what is happening now but 
not what will ultimately happen”. 

For this Moshe Rabainu loses going into Eretz Yisrael, when he is in a rush! Klal 
Yisrael needed that full year post the הדיקפ  to be fully capable of the האיצי  that 
could lead to coming into Eretz Yisrael. It was not possible to see it and 
understand it in the midst of local events. 

The point of being Yisrael is to be the opposite of Eisav’s need for instant 
gratification אנ ינטיעלה .  Give it to me now!  

The dangers of rushing lead to the building of the Eigel ( לגע  means to rush 
הלגעב ) . Look what happens to Shaul when he doesn’t wait for Shmuel. That 

leads directly to Amalek. 

There is another danger of rushing, one attempts to understand things too 
early before you can actually have a full perspective. Before all the data is in. 
You end up with premature conclusions. You may know something is right, but 
you may end up applying it too quickly, in the wrong circumstances, before the 
understanding of all of the pieces that need to be there. 
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A number of years ago I met Rabbi Berl Wein and he said to me in a 
conversation “the Golus is closing” . I was Zoche to come to Eretz Yisrael over 
40 years ago. I saw a backward 3rd world country develop into an economic 
and military world power. I saw the change and the move of the center of 
Torah to Eretz Yisrael . I saw the population triple from 3 million to 9 million, 
just in my adult lifetime! As slowly as things move, things have been moving 
remarkably quickly.  

I think we all know, and I think we all hope, that things are not going back to 
“normal” anytime soon. In fact they are not going back to “normal” ever. We 
are together on a long road that will reach its objective BE”H soon. While we 
cannot and should not try to draw conclusions while in  process, we need to 
pay attention to what is going on around us and prepare for a new normal. 

I am traveling to the US next week to attend Oliver Miller’s wedding in NY 
where I hope to see many of you. I will be spending two nights in Chicago 
where we are planning to get together and then I will be Shabbos with my wife 
in Dallas (If you want to join us contact one of the Dallas guys) . I hope we can 
use these opportunities to discuss some of the issues I have shared with you, 
share ideas, feelings and help prepare ourselves for the long road yet to come. 
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Essay #9 

Gal Gadot and Choosing Life 

December 9, 2023 

 ד"פשת וילסכ 'וכ

This past week many of the DEC Talmidim who are presently serving in the IDF 
gathered for the wedding of Yakov Goldson at an army base in the north. There 
have been tens of weddings on bases, run by the army since the beginning of 
the war as soldiers cannot get out, and there is no reason to push off the 
weddings for an unknown amount of time. This commitment to building 
families during this time led me to think about the following idea which ties 
into Chanuka. 

Also this past week, one of the Rebbeim in Yeshiva, Rav Hadar Margolin, lost 
his father. I went today to be Menachem Avel with the Talmidim and he told us 
a story from which one can learn, and that has many appropriate and timely 
lessons. Rav Hadar grew up in NY but his father, R’ Michael Z”L was born in 
Yerushalayim, so I asked him how and when the family came to Eretz Yisrael. 
Rav Hadar told us the following story:  

R’ Hadar’s grandfather lived in a town in Lithuania and he and his wife did not 
bear any children. All he wanted was to have children, so he spent sums of 
money he did not have to travel as far as Moscow and Berlin to see the top 
doctors of the time, but they had no answers. He returned depressed, childless 
and in debt, to his town. He had a friend, who was a Chassid who suggested to 
him that he visit his Rebbe. As a strong Litvak he was really not interested, but 
after several refusals his friend the Chassid pointed out to him that if he was 
willing to travel to Moscow and Berlin and spend a fortune of money to try 
everything possible, then why not at least go to the Rebbe , who is local and see 
if he can help?! Eventually he convinced him. So, he goes into the Rebbe and 
the Rebbe tells him open up that Chumash and read the first Pasuk that you 
open to. It opened to: 

לודג יוגל ךשעאו :ךארא רשא ץראה לא ךיבא תיבמו ךתדלוממו ךצראמ ךל ךל  

The Rebbe then tells him to read the Rashi: 
 םינבל הכוז התא יא ןאכ לודג יוגל ךשעא םש

So the Rebbe says that is your answer! Go to Eretz Yisrael and you will have 
children. 

Back in the 1930s it wasn’t easy to get to Eretz Yisrael. Besides the transport 
expenses and issues, he needed permission from the British to enter, which is a 
story in itself how he managed to get a certificate to allow him to enter Eretz 
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Yisrael.  And so, after another long part to the story, they got to Eretz Yisrael, 
one year later they had a girl and year after that Rav Hadar’s father was born, 
and a year later another child.  

Rav Hadar’s father told him that when they were cleaning up the grandfather’s 
home after he was Niftar, they found letters he had written to his family in 
Lithuania in 1938 urging them to join him in Eretz Yisrael, to get out of Europe 
now. In their letters they replied that they will shortly, but they time to sell 
their businesses and make various arrangements. The end of the story is 
predictable, that from the entire extended family, they are the only surviving 
line, the rest having been wiped out by the Nazis םמש חמי . 

(You realize that had his grandfather even had one child in Lithuania he too 
would have been wiped out!)  

We have begun Chanuka. Chazal have defined Chanuka as a time ללהלו תודוהל . 
The Gemara says that Leah was the first person to give האדוה  : 

ז תוכרב : 

 ה"בקהל הדוהש םדא היה אל ומלוע תא ה"בקה ארבש םוימ יחוי ןב ש"ר םושמ ןנחוי ר"או
'ה תא הדוא םעפה רמאנש ותדוהו האל התאבש דע  

And Rabbi Yoḥanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yoḥai: From the 
day the Holy One, Blessed be He, created the world, no one thanked the Holy 
One, Blessed be He, until Leah came and thanked Him, as it is stated : “ And 
she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, and she said , ‘ This time I will give 
thanks to God ,’ and thus he was called Judah” (Genesis 29:35). 

The reason she gives האדוה  we are told is: 

הל:טל תישארב  

תודוהל יל שי התעמ יקלחמ רתוי יתלטנש – י"שר 'ה תא הדוא םעפה  

She gives האדוה  specifically on having more children. 

There has always been a contrast of the cult of death that the Arabs aspire to, 
unlike Yisrael who always value life, to the point that the Arabs know how to 
take advantage of us for it. Yisrael does not only value life it is committed to 
life! 

This week Gal Gadot , a movie star (who does not only count on her acting skill 
to make her living), announced that she is expecting her 4rth child! In Israel 
this makes perfect sense. Israel is the advanced country with the highest 
birthrate in the world. In fact, it is the only first world country producing 
children beyond replacement level. The commitment to life that is Yisrael 
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comes from a clarity of the most basic issue – life itself. Something the west 
cannot even grasp as they disappear by not even having children! 

We are told by Moshe Rabainu before his death that there is only one issue to 
sum up all of human choice: 

ל םירבד : 

ערה תאו תומה תאו בוטהו םייחה תא םויה םכינפל יתתנ האר)וט(  

See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;. 

התשרל המש אב התא רשא ץראב ךקולא 'ה ךכרבו תיברו תייחו ...)זי(  

then thou shalt live and multiply: and the Lord thy God shall bless thee in the 
land into which thou goest to possess it.. 

ךערזו התא היחת ןעמל םייחב תרחבו הללקהו הכרבה ךינפל יתתנ תומהו םייחה... )טי(  

that I have set before thee life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose 
life, that both thou and thy seed may live:  

The choice of LIFE is what the Pesukim say is our ultimate claim to Eretz 
Yisrael and is so amazingly applicable today. 

In our Hilchos Teshuva shiur we discussed in the third Perek about the idea of 
a ינוניב  . There the Rambam explains that there are three states of being , קידצ, 
עשר  and ינוניב  . There is not a determination on that state until there is a 

determination of the בור  , of their being an effect of a majority of ones actions 
impact on the person, at which point their state can be determined. That 
determination comes through a לוקיש  which is the result of ןיד .   

We lead our daily lives generally in a state of Benoni. A state of being in 
between, being non determinate, avoiding the need to have to make absolute 
choices (or even decisions) and hoping things will fall into place.  “Benoniism” is 
a very comfortable way to lead our life. No need to face up to or have to make 
hard choices.  

 םכתנשמ םינישי ורוע רמולכ וב שי זמר בותכה תריזג הנשה שארב רפוש תעיקתש יפ לע ףא
 םיחכושה ולא ,םכארוב ורכזו הבושתב ורזחו םכישעמב ושפחו םכתמדרתמ וציקה םימדרנו
ליצי אלו ליעוי אל רשא קירו לבהב םתנש לכ םיגושו ןמזה ילבהב תמאה תא  

Even though the sounding of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is a decree, it contains 
an allusion. It is as if [the shofar's call] is saying: 
Wake up you sleepy ones from your sleep and you who slumber, arise. Inspect 
your deeds, repent, remember your Creator. Those who forget the truth in the 
vanities of time and throughout the entire year, devote their energies to vanity 
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and emptiness which will not benefit or save: Look to your souls. Improve your 
ways and your deeds and let every one of you abandon his evil path and thoughts. 

The Shofar of Rosh Hashana is meant to wake us up. A time of war, a time of ןיד  
is a wake up call. 

One of the inescapable issues one has to grapple with in war is the utilization 
of ןיד  . It comes up daily in a soldier or in a central command center when 
determining how many civilian casualties are acceptable to accomplish the 
needed outcome. If I have to blow up this building to kill one person, there is a 
necessity to make a choice, no longer to be wishy washy. Do I focus on 
hostages or on destroying Hamas? Survival is based on my need to choose, and 
choosing is a necessity of my need to survive.  

The Rambam we discussed (in Essay #6) pointed out how one has to forget 
about living to focus during war: 

ובלמ םנורכז החמי אלא וינבב אלו ותשאב אל בושחי אלו  

This particular war and the fallout from it (everyone is aware of the statements 
made by the university presidents at the hearing in congress this past week) 
should lead those of us not on the front lines to also confront reality, to have to 
choose life. 

I just returned from a trip to the US, and was reminded what a country that 
focuses on choosing to live instead of focusing on choosing life looks like. B”H 
here in Eretz Yisrael there has been an awakening of a choice of life over all 
else. Life which we are willing to die for. A realization throughout the entire 
society that we lost our way, we were focused on living and through that this 
great tragedy occurred to wake us up to focus on LIFE. Israel as a country is 
facing a serious life and death situation and the society as a whole has jumped 
into focusing on LIFE , Halevai it will last. 

Moshe Rabainu tells us in his last day that the only  way to be הכוז  to לארשי ץרא  
is through that crystal clear commitment to life over living. In this time 
especially it is a message to all of us. 

We should all be הכוז  this Chanuka to realize the האדוה  we need to express as 
having been הכוז  to יקלחמ רתוי  and to be able to focus on choosing life. 

Chanuka Sameach, Besuros Tovos 
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Essay #10 

Drive time radio and Hallel 

December 13, 2023 

 ד"פשת תבט ח"ר

At the very end of this email I am throwing in a couple of technical 
issues that I need to share as well so please @inish until the end. 

I was in in the car listening to the radio on the @irst night of Chanuka 
(most Israeli radio is news and talk radio – especially now during the 
war) and the broadcasters began the evening by saying חמש גח  and 

then had a discussion if it was an appropriate greeting with over 100 

people still hostages and soldiers dying daily, they concluded they 
would use the greeting because in spite of the local context the גח  

exists on a different level and needs to be one that is recognized as 
חמש  in spite of the local present time issues. And they explained this 

as they greeted each of their guests that they interviewed including a 
father of a hostage and soldiers from the @ield. 

It is indeed an interesting question. In Israel there has been an 

unspoken pact that people do not greet each other with ךמולש המ  or 
עמשנ המ  (How are you) since Shmini Atzeres. This being the @irst 

Moed to occur since those events brings up a bit of a paradox which I 
realized is actually expressed in terms of the main issues of Chanuka. 

Chazal were ןקתמ  the Avoda of Chanuka ללהלו תודוהל  . In fact Hallel is 
such an expression of Chanuka that the Rambam brings the Halachos 
of Hallel in Hilchos Chanuka. 

The Gemara in Pesachim 117a explains when one should say Hallel 

 לכ לע ותוא ןירמוא והיש לארשיל ןהל ונקת ןהיניבש םיאיבנ ורמא ימ הז ללהו
 לע ותוא םירמוא ןילאגנשכלו ןהילע אבת אלש הרצו הרצ לכ לעו קרפו קרפ
 ןתלואג

Hallel is meant to be said on every הרצו הרצ  ! and indeed if you pay 
attention, what we say in Hallel expresses those ideas in the Tef@ila. 
Some examples: 

 אצמא ןוגיו הרצ ינואצמ לואש ירצמו תומ ילבח ינופפא

 ה"י בחרמב יננע ה"י יתארק רצמה ןמ

And many many more Pesukim ultimately culminating with the 
Pesukim that here in Eretz Yisrael people are crying out: 

אנ העישוה 'ה אנא  
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אנ החילצה 'ה הנא  

We desperately require Hashem’s העושי  and his support in being 
חילצמ  . (I received a bumper sticker in my weekend newspaper לארשי 
הב חטב ' !) 

This confrontation began on Shmini Atzeres, the day of differentiation 

from the Umos HaOlam and Chanuka comes as the time where we 
fought a war waged for values, very similar to what this war is about 
(the presidents of Harvard, MIT and Penn didn’t get the memo) . The 
te@illa of Hallel which we say every day of Chanuka expresses the 
deepest wishes we could have during our present situation. The 
amazing Chasadim HKB”H has done for us and our desperate need 

for his העושי  . The Simcha we have this Chanuka is in the opportunity 
and ability and willingness to @ight for what is right ילא 'הל ימ ! That is 
an amazing opportunity and an amazing Simcha that one needs to be 

ללהמ   for. 

Israel sent 800 Menorahs to Aza for the soldiers to light. The 
metaphor is lost on no one. The light destroying the darkness. And as 
we unfortunately mourn every single day the soldiers who are giving 
their lives, they knew and we know that they are @ighting and giving 
their lives for the most valuable thing one possibly can live for. 

 אנ החילצה 'ה הנא ,אנ העישוה 'ה הנא

 הערה ימיל ץק ןיאו העשה ונל הכרא יכ העשרה המאמ ךידבע תמקנ םקנ

  

Chanuka Sameach and we should hear Besurot Tovot. 

  

Announcements: 

We wish Mazal Tov to Rav Sheftel and Tova Weinberg on the 
engagement of their son Shmuel Yakov ! 

I will be traveling in the US at the end of December. 

will be visiting Miami December 25,26 – we will be having 
a  gathering and shiur December 26th in the evening. 

I will be in NY December 27-28 (where I will be attending the 
wedding of Meir Weisel) we will be having a gathering and shiur in 

Queens the night of December 27. I also hope to see as many of you 

in person and make  individual times as well so please be in touch. 
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Essay #11 

Time to be scared (Asara B'Teves) 

December 20, 2023 

ד"פשת תבט 'ח  

One of the Talmidim in the Yeshiva innocently asked me Sunday morning “how 

are you Rebbe?”. It hit me at that point how hard the last few days had been. 

And I guess I use these emails to share my feelings, and worries with you, so 

please bear with me. 

FYI the feedback I get is helpful and lets me know someone out there is reading 
these. 

This past week the Derech Etz Chaim family had a horrible tragedy. One of our 
Talmidim, Jonathan Degani Z”L passed away suddenly, leaving an Almana, and 

three children. I was in the middle of davening Maariv after having lit Chanuka 
Licht and my phone starts buzzing with a call from a DEC Alum from the US 
(who unfortunately does not call me often) and from someone in Israel over and 

over. I dodged out of Maariv to @ind out what happened and to my absolute 
shock I am told that Jon Z”L has been Nifter. Jon came to the Yeshiva in year 4 

and stayed awhile, and moved back to Eretz Yisrael after college, was the 
Yeshiva dorm counselor, got married here (I was Mesader his Kiddushin) and 

settled in Petach Tikva. I know his family, and he was a major part of the DEC 

EY group, called often and visited Yeshiva from time to time. As an original 
thinker and deep person we often exchanged ideas. A young vibrant man, who 

was suddenly no longer with us. Rebbeim and Talmidim attended his Levaya 
(including a DEC Alum who did not know him, but lived in the area and came as 
it was a DEC family member who had died).  

I went to be Menachem Avel to his Almana, mother and sister sitting Shiva this 
past Friday and as I got up to leave and to say the traditional םכתא םחני םוקמה 

םילשוריו ןויצ יליבא ראש ךותב  , his Almana says to me “we are in a time with many 
םיליבא  for Tziyon and Yerushalayim”. Mrs. Degani who lost her son, Mrs. Degani 

who lost her husband and the Degani children who lost their father, are among 
many who over the last two months have lost their sons, husbands and fathers. 

Then Motzei Shabbos I turn on the news to @ind out the terrible tragedy of the 
hostages who were mistakenly killed by the army, and then every single day 
waking up to the names released of the soldiers killed in battle the previous 
day. Every single day. Every single day. These Chayalim who are Moser Nefesh 

and ready to @ight and die as Tzadikim Gemurim having made it possible for Am 
Yisrael to survive. It’s hard, it’s dif@icult, sad and scary. 
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I am very scared that at this rate hundreds of soldiers will Chas Veshalom die.  

I am very scared that we are hanging on by one vote in the UN ultimately 
dependent on a (close to senile president and) politics to survive. 

I am scared that when Aza is @inished, we will have to deal with Hizballah and 

ultimately Iran in a never ending war that is going to make Eretz Yisrael a not 
so pleasant place. Not pleasant to live in, visit and most importantly for 
investors, so I am scared about the economy and its ability to withstand never 
ending war. 

 I am scared that we will revert to stupid politics as the leadership seems to be 
completely out of touch with the citizens of Israel. 

I am scared that Yisrael living abroad doesn’t get it and what the rami@ications 
of that might be. 

But who says being scared is a bad thing? 

 ב דומע הנ ףד ןיטיג תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 רבו אצמקא ?הערב לופי ובל השקמו דימת דחפמ םדא ירשא :ביתכד יאמ ,ןנחוי יבר רמא
 רתיב בורח קפסירד אקשא ,אכלמ רוט בורח אתלוגנרתו אלוגנרתא ,םילשורי בורח אצמק

  

The Pasuk tells us it is a good thing to always be scared, and Rav Yochanan 

brings that Pasuk to describe what was missing at the time of the Churban. 

Tisha Bav which is the Moed of Aveilus (mourning), and the day on which we 
are meant to grow by experiencing Aveilus is seen by the Gemara as a result of 
the inability of Klal Yisrael to be scared. I think everyone is familiar with the 
continuation of that Gemara . The outcome is meant to express that the 
inability to see beyond the expected, and to be scared of the unexpected, 

ultimately lead to the Churban Bayis . As R Yochanan concludes: 

 א דומע ונ ףד ןיטיג תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 ,ונלכיה תא הפרשו ,ונתיב תא הבירחה ,סלוקבא ןב הירכז יבר לש ותונתוונע :ןנחוי יבר רמא
 ונצראמ ונתילגהו

Aveilos is the ultimate reality check. The painful thing about losing someone is 
that it is the only problem, no matter how much you want to, you cannot @ix or 
think that you can @ix. It is @inal. Nechama means more then comfort, it means 
to move on from a new perspective. 

 ו קרפ תישארב

ָנִּיַּו )ו( ָוקְֹי םחֶ, ִכּ ק, ֵצַּעתְִיַּו ץרֶ,ָאבָּ ם,דָָא,הָ־תֶא ה,שָָׂע־י,  :וֹ,בִּל־לֶא ב,

 ו קרפ תישארב י"שר
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 םירבד( ,םחנתיו םדא ןבו )טי גכ רבדמב( תושעל המ ךלמנ ןושל ארקמבש םוחינ ןושל לכ ןכו 
 יכ יתמחנ )אי וט 'א לאומש( ,הערה לע 'ה םחניו )די בל תומש( ,םחנתי וידבע לעו )ול בל
 :םה תרחא הבשחמ ןושל םלוכ ,יתכלמה

  

In Israel every single soldier or hostage that dies and every single Levaya is 
attended by hundreds who never knew the person but understand that all 
Aveilos is for all of us. It all connects to the ultimate Aveilos  ןויצ יליבא ראש ךותב 

םילשוריו  . It is a universal Aveilos on things not being right, on a world that is 
not working. 

This week is תבטב הרשע  the @irst stage of the fast days that keep us focused on 

the Churban Bayis. The Tzom of Asara B’Teves is the only one that can fall on 

an Erev Shabbos as it does this year, and is considered  רומח  (serious) enough 

that there are those who hold Halcha L’Maaseh that if it fell on Shabbos we 
would keep it on Shabbos as well! 

The Rambam in Hilchos Taanios explains the reasons for Fast days in general 
and for Asara B’Teves in particular. 

 ה קרפ תוינעת תוכלה ם"במר

 חותפלו תובבלה ררועל ידכ ןהב ועריאש תורצה ינפמ םהב םינעתמ לארשי לכש םימי םש שי
 דע התע ונישעמכ היהש וניתובא השעמו םיערה ונישעמל ןורכז הז היהיו הבושתה יכרד
 ודותהו +ו"כ ארקיו+ רמאנש ביטיהל בושנ ולא םירבד ןורכזבש ,תורצה ןתוא ונלו םהל םרגש
 םתובא ןוע תאו םנוע תא

The Rambam stresses that the point of a Taanis is to be aware ןורכז  of not only 
our םישעמ  but of those of our תובא  , our predecessors. And he brings a pasuk to 

back it up. Meaning that it is not enough to just focus on our own actions but 
that we have to realize that we are repeating the mistakes of וניתובא  , our 
predecessors , so that the תורצ  we experience are the same as theirs and are for 
the same reason. Amazing thing to say! Don’t we have enough problems of our 
own that we need to focus in the past! What the Rambam is pointing out is that 
the paradigms that led to the previous generations problems are the same ones 
we are dealing with, and we are trying to , and need, to overcome today! 

What happened on Asara B’Teves: 

 ה קרפ תוינעת תוכלה ם"במר

 קוצמבו רוצמב האיבהו םלשורי לע עשרה רצאנדכובנ לבב ךלמ ךמס ובש תבטב ירישעו

This Taanis is a very  רומח  (stringent) fast to the point that we have it this year 
on Erev Shabbos and there are those that hold it could even take place on 
Shabbos! Why? Because it is the אתונערופד אתלחתא  the beginning of the 
tragedies. 

Lets think about it and see how the Taanis addresses very contemporary issues: 
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At the time of Asara B’Teves, Klal Yisrael is living in Yerushalayim with a Beis 
HaMikdash. They essentially have passed through several centuries where 
HKB”H took them out of Mitzrayim, brought them to Eretz Yisrael , they settled, 

raised a Malchus and a Beis Hamikdash. Were their problems? Sure, but how 

signi@icant could they be? They told themselves “seriously do we have to worry 
that something is going to happen? The point of all of history since Bereishis is 
for us to be here. Those Neviim are a little over the top, things are not perfect but 
they will work themselves out”. 

Then you wake up one morning and you come home from Shacharis and you sit 
down for breakfast on your Veranda with a beautiful view of the Judean hills 
and you look up and you see the most powerful army in the world outside the 
gates of the city laying siege! It’s a shock! Can’t happen! 

Following this event there was still time to do Teshuva before ultimately the 
break through the city walls and ultimately the destruction of the Beis 
Hamikdash. 

Until this past Shmini Atzeres we could not fathom what happened happening. 
We had our barrier, our strong army. A music festival could be held on the Gaza 
border with no worries. Since that tragedy the world has turned against us. The 
hatred of Yisrael that has come to the fore, the Umos HaOlam teaming up 

against us. The very raising of the doubt of Israel’s being a “good” nation, or 
maybe “we” are the ones committing genocide?! 

 הערב לופי ובל השקמו דימת דחפמ םדא ירשא :ביתכד יאמ ,ןנחוי יבר רמא

So the answer to the Talmid’s innocent question of “how are you?” is I am 

scared and I am sad, not melancholy sad, but Aveilos sad. 

This state of Aveilos of Yisrael should lead us, as it must to new perspectives. 
And to seeing things for what they really are. Not sliding into sentimentality, 
but rather being able to be דימת דחפמ  and acting in accordance with a reality 
that we may not yet believe could possibly happen. 

 הל קרפ והיעשי

ֵיוּדפְוּ )י( ָוקְֹי י> ָנּרִבְּ >ןוֹיִּצ וּא>בָוּ ןוּ>בשְֻׁי ק> ָנְו וּגי>שִַּׂי >החָמְשְִׂו ןוֹ>שׂשָׂ ם>שָׁארֹ־לַע ם>לָוֹע ת>חַמְשְִׂו ה> ןוֹ>גָי וּס>  
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Essay #12 

What's your perspective? 

January 5, 2024 

ד"פשת תבט ד"כ  

I just returned from my second trip outside of Israel since the beginning of the 
war and there were some significant changes since my earlier trip that I 
noticed, and I wish to share my feelings about those changes with you. 

But first an update. The Yeshiva participated in an amazing volunteer effort going 
on in Matersdorf, the most Chareidi neighborhood in Yerushalayim. There, in the 
bottom of an educational building, are a group of Chasidishe Yidden who spend 
a week preparing Shabbos food for soldiers in the field. 16,000 portions, high end 
Shabbos food that the military sends trucks every Erev Shabbos to pick up and 
distribute to soldiers on bases and out in the field. Our Talmidim got to help out 
one day and look forward to participating again soon. 

We had tremendously good news today with the destruction of our enemy 
Deputy Hamas chief Saleh al-Arouri. But it does not offset the daily news of 
brave Jewish soldiers being killed, being Moser Nefesh to protect Yisrael. 

I want to thank all of you for the feedback on my last (and previous) emails. It is 
encouraging and gives me the motivation to keep sharing, so please keep it up. 

When I was in the US, I found that some people seemed to have lost patience in 
staying focused for such a long time on such a momentous and troubling event, 
this war. One person told me he doesn’t read my emails as they are “to serious” 
and he cannot handle them, another “they are too long”. At a wedding I attended 
I led Tehillim under the Chuppa for our soldiers which I was told made the 
Chuppa “to long”.  

Another question people were asking is what are we looking forward towards? 
Of course hanging over all of what is going on, and over all of us here in Israel is 
what is going to be the “day after”. 

Personally, I think it is amazing how the Israeli public and Yisrael in general 
can stay focused and motivated to do what is necessary without knowing when 
or what will be the conclusion! And in truth not knowing that conclusion seems 
to be a necessity for Yisrael when we speak about ultimate העושי . 

In last weeks Parsha we find 
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א קוספ טמ קרפ תישארב  

ָנבָּ־לֶא ב,קֲֹעַי א,רָקְִיַּו ִגַּאְו ,וּפסְ,ָאהֵ רמֶא,יַֹּו וי, ֶכָל הדָי, ֶכתְֶא א,רָקְִי־רשֶׁאֲ ת,ֵא ם, םי,מִָיּהַ תי,רִחֲַאבְּ ם, : 

 

א קוספ טמ קרפ תישארב י"שר  

ונממ הניכש הקלתסנו ץקה תא תולגל שקב - םכל הדיגאו )א(  

Yakov wanted to tell over the ץק  and was prevented from doing so. It seemed 
to be necessary for us not to know the conclusion. 

The Rambam stresses that this is the way things are: 

ב הכלה בי קרפ םיכלמ תוכלה ם"במר  

דבלב תויכלמ דובעיש אלא חישמה תומיל הזה םלועה ןיב ןיא םימכח ורמא  ןטושפמ הארי ,
 תמחלמ םדוקשו ,גוגמו גוג תמחלמ היהת חישמה תומי תליחתבש ,םיאיבנה ירבד לש
 הילא תא םכל חלוש יכנא הנה רמאנש ,םבל ןיכהלו לארשי רשיל איבנ דומעי גוגמו גוג

וגו  ,תורשכ תקזחב םהש םישנא לוספל אלו ,אמטה רהטל אלו ,רוהטה אמטל אל אב וניאו ,'
 ,םינב לע תובא בל בישהו רמאנש ,םלועב םולש םושל אלא ,ןילוספ וקזחוהש ימ רישכהל אלו
והילא אבי חישמה תאיב םדוקש םירמואש םימכחה ןמ שיו  

From the plain words of our prophets it would appear that the war of Gog and 
Magog would form the inception of the era of Messiah; and previous to this war, a 
prophet would arise to reform Israel, and prepare their hearts for the coming event; 

for it is said: I shall send you Elijah, (Malachi 3. 23). The mission of this prophet 
will not be to pronounce defiled that which is pure; neither the reverse; neither to 

declare illegitimate those that are legitimate, or vice versa, but his sole mission 
will be to make peace in the world; for it is said: Behold, I send you Elijah the 

prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and he shall 
turn the heart of the father to the children, and the hearts of the children to their 

fathers, (Malachi 3. 24). Some of the sages state that Elijah will appear previous to 
the advent of Messiah,  

 

What the Rambam says is that ןטושפמ הארי – the simplistic way of 
understanding things 

Rather he continues: 

ויהיש דע ויהי ךיא םדא עדי אל ןהב אצויכו םירבדה ולא לכו   לצא ןה ןימותס םירבדש ,
םיאיבנה ולא םירבדב הלבק םהל ןיא םימכחה םג ,  שי ךכיפלו ,םיקוספה ערכה יפל אלא ,

ולא םירבדב תקולחמ םהל  רקיע ןהיקודקד אלו ולא םירבד תייוה רודס ןיא םינפ לכ לעו ,
 ולא םינינעב םירומאה תושרדמב ךיראי אלו ,תודגהה ירבדב םדא קסעתי אל םלועלו ,תדב

הבהא ידיל אלו הארי ידיל אל ןיאיבמ ןיאש ,רקיע םמישי אלו ,ןהב אצויכו  בשחי אל ןכו ,
ןיצקה םיצקה יבשחמ לש םחור חפת םימכח ורמא ,  ומכ רבדה ללכב ןימאיו הכחי אלא ,

ונראבש  
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They were even a mystery to our prophets, and the sages had no tradition 
thereon. Their sole guide was the tenor and construction of some verses; and this 
is the source of the various opinions prevailing on these subjects. However, the 
definition of the matter in question forms no article of faith. Man ought not to 
study much the words of the Agadoth , neither dilate on the exposition regarding 
the Messianic advent, as they do not lead to any fear or love of the Lord; neither 
should man compute the end of Israel’s dispersion. The sages said : Death should 
overtake those who attempt to compute the end ; but we ought confidently and 
faithfully believe in the restoration of Israel as explained 

They are ןימותס  they are hidden and no one will know until they happen.  

This is how Yisrael is meant to operate throughout the Galus 

ו קוספ גל קרפ והיעשי  

ַנוּמֱא ,הָיהְָו ָוקְֹי ת,ַארְִי תַע,דָָו ת,מְַכחָ ת,עֹוּשְׁי ןסֶ,חֹ ךָי,תִֶּע ת, וֹ,רָצוֹא אי,הִ ק, : 

א דומע אל ףד תבש תכסמ ילבב דומלת  

 םיתִִּע תְָּעבַקָ ?הָנוּמֱאבָּ תָּתַָנְו תָאשָָׂנ :וֹל םירִמְוֹא ,ןידְִל םדָָא ןיסִיִנְכמַּשֶׁ הָעשָׁבְּ :אבָרָ רמַָא
 ?רבָדָּ ךְוֹתּמִ רבָדָּ תְָּנבַהֵ ?המְָכחׇבְּ תְָּלַפְּלִפּ ?הָעוּשׁילִ תָיפִִּצ ?הָיּבִרְוּ הָיּרְִפבִּ תָּקְסַָע ?הרָוֹתַּל
 .אָל — אָל יִא ,ןיִא — וֹרָצוֹא איהִ ׳ה תַארְִי יִא ,יִכהָ וּלּיִפאֲַו
 

 Rava said : After departing from this world , when a person is brought to 
judgment for the life he lived in this world , they say to him in the order of that 
verse: Did you conduct business faithfully ? Did you designate times for Torah 
study? Did  you engage in procreation? Did you await salvation? Did you 
engage  in the dialectics of  wisdom  or understand  one matter from another? 
And, nevertheless , beyond all these , if the fear of the Lord is his treasure, yes , 
he is worthy, and if not, no , none of these accomplishments have any value .  

One of the questions a person has to answer when he is taken into Din after he 
dies is העושיל תיפיצ . People generally think that means did you wait for 
Mashiach, like ול הכחא  to await. Or it means to look forward to העושי . 

But העושיל תיפיצ  is more than that, it defines what the nature is of our general 
sense of perspective of what העושי  is all about. תיפיצ  is like a הפצמ  , a “look 
out”, the idea of a lookout is a place you can gain a perspective,  the idea of תיפצ  
is perspective. 

So that the deeper meaning of the question of העושיל תיפיצ  is: were you able to 
maintain a perspective of העושי throughout your life, not the same as הכחא 
ול  looking forward. And in the context of the Gemara the question is, is it actually 
part of the description of the humanity of the person who is asked this question. 
In the same way you are asked הרותל םיתע תעבק ,הנומאב תתנו תאשנ  . What type 
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of human being are you? Are you someone who had a perspective of העושי  
in your life? 

That implies that you cannot talk about an הנומא  in Mashiach based upon just 
the first part of the Pasuk of ךתע תנומא היהו – הנומא  it is not just a function of 

הנומא , a function of belief, faith, it is a function of being actively aware and 
sensitive to all the stages that are involved, and to have a perspective of how 
each stage presents a new challenge, there is no real comprehension הליחתכלמ  
of what you would look forward to in the first place! It demands a level of 
perspective and sensitivity. תיפצ  plays a profound part of our ability to achieve 
and gain from the actual experience of our lives. 

Knowing the outcome (or thinking that we know the outcome) has the danger 
of looking forward to a mechanical solution ידי םצועו יחכ  , that is something that 
could prevent or push off the  ה תעושי' for those who are not yet ready to 
accept a real ה יתיויק ךתעושיל'  

The problem with only dealing with things mechanically or thinking 
mechanically, is that you are by definition dealing with things simply. Because 
mechanics are simple and that ultimately hurts your sensitivity to complexity, 
and leads you to think that your job in life is to deal with mechanics.    

When the Rambam says םה ןימותס םירבד  he means that by definition they will 
emerge without you being able to define them, but the more that you are 
aware of the patterns and the stages and the possibilities and the potentialities 
and what is called upon you, and the more you work not to simplify things, the 
more possible it is to get close to being part of and experiencing that emergence. 

The העושיל תיפצ  is one of the six questions you are asked, it is  בייחמ  us , 
it is one of the fundamental questions. If a person cannot answer that question 
he is in big trouble. 

You actually address this issue every day when you daven Shmone Esrei: 

ח:ח"יק םייחה ףכ ' 

 םויו םוי לכב תווקלו תופצל ןיוכת םויה לכ וניוק ךתעושיל יכ רמאתשכ חמצ תא תכרבב
 העושיל תיפצ ךולאשיו ןידל ךודימעישכ ךתריטפ תעב שייבתת אלש ידכ 'תי ותעושיל
 ורמאו ,םש ח"א ןב ,םש ע"יב ,םש ח"ערפ ,םש 'ווכה רעש ,ב"פ תבש תכסמב ל"זר ש"מכ
 תיל אמלע איההב אמוי לכב אד אפצמ אלד ןאמ א"ע 'ד ףד ,תישארב 'ס ק"הוזה תמדקהב
 ןיוכמ ינא םגו ל"זו םש ח"ערפב ח"מצה בתכו ,ט"יק י"סס ח"ורה ואיבהו ,אכה אקלוח היל
 יתאצמו עגר לכבו םוי לכב םיער םיעגפ המכמ ונליצהל ונמע השועש 'ה תעושיל תופצל
 תוא ע"יב ,א"י 'וא ב"וט 'יס ג"שקב א"דיחה ואיבהו ל"כע הז לכב םימעפ המכ לודג תלעות
  :'ב

Were you constantly העושיל תיפיצ ?  
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Did that define you as a human being? 

ב דומע זי ףד הליגמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת  

 הָוּעבָקְ ךְָכיִפְל — תיִעיבִשְׁבִּ לֵאָגּיִל ןידִיתֲִעשֶׁ ךְוֹתּמִ :אבָרָ רמַָא ?תיִעיבִשְׁבִּ הָלּוּאְגּ רמַוֹל וּארָ המָוּ
 !אבָּ דִודָּ ןבֶּ תיִעיבִשְׁ יֵאָצוֹמבְּ ,תוֹמחְָלמִ תיִעיבִשְׁבִּ ,תוֹלוֹק תישִּׁשִׁבְּ :רמָ רמַָאהְָו .תיִעיבִשְׁבִּ
 .איהִ הָלּוּאְגדִ אתְָּלחַתְַא ימֵָנ המָחְָלמִ

And why did they see fit to mention redemption seventh? Rava said, "Because we 
are, in the future, to be redeemed on the Sabbatical [year]; therefore they set it in 
seventh." And didn't a Master say, "In the sixth year, voices, in the Sabbatical 
[year], battles, and after the Sabbatical [year] the descendant of David comes [and 
so the redemption is after the Sabbatical year]?" The battles are also the 
beginning of redemption. 

ב דומע זי ףד הליגמ תכסמ י"שר  

 ןמ ונלאגיש אלא איה תולגד הלואג ואל הלואג יאהד ג"עאו - איה הלואגד אתלחתא
 תחאו תחא לכל שי דוד חמצו םילשורי ןינבו ץוביק תכרב אהד דימת ונילע תואבה תורצה
  :תיעיבשב הועבק הלע הלואג םשד ןויכ יכה וליפא וז הלואגמ דבל המצעל הכרב

The Gemara asks why is the Bracha of Geula the 7th Bracha in Shmone Esrei? 
The Gemara concludes that ultimately Geula will take place in Shviis and 
therefore it was set as the seventh Bracha. Rashi points out that this Bracha of 
Geula is not actually referring to the ultimate Geula, for that Rashi points out 
we have other Brachos in Shmone Esrei , ( דוד חמצו םילשורי ןינבו ץוביק תכרב ) 
rather this Bracha refers to our personal Geula regularly. Even so he says, being 
as it shares the name Geula they put it as the seventh Bracha. 

What this means is that each individual, every individual life, requires a 
הלואג  and that that is part of the concept of the overall הלואג  , which means 

every individual in terms of the  העושיל תיפצ in terms of where his life is going, 
what the possibilities and the potential of his own life’s הלואג  , his vision of his 
personal הלואג  is directly connected to the העושיל תיפיצ  ! 

If all a person’s vision is that he should win the lottery, or to be rich and 
comfortable, and that is the העושי  of his life, then he is living a life that has 
nothing in common with what  העושיל תיפצ is about. As the Kaf HaChayim said: 

 לכבו םוי לכב םיער םיעגפ המכמ ונליצהל ונמע השועש 'ה תעושיל תופצל ןיוכמ ינא םגו
ל"כע הז לכב םימעפ המכ לודג תלעות יתאצמו עגר  

“When I am ןיוכמ  to the  העושיל תיפצ I am ןווכמ  in terms of where my own life 
goes, the things that HKB”H does for my life every day and it has made my 
life a different life, an important life.” 

I have done my best both through these emails and in meetings with Talmidim 
to give over the momentousness of the events we are going through and how 
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one needs to have an awareness in order to appreciate and participate in these 
events and ultimately be able to grow through them. 

I have no idea, in fact nobody has any idea what the end looks like they are by 
definition ןימותס םירבד  . There is no way to know. Right now what needs to be 
done by each and every one of us is העושיל תיפצ  and our own personal Geula, 
and an Avoda to be prepared to accept the full identity of Yisrael that will allow 
for the חישמ לש וחור  . 

P.S. Yesterday the community of Kibbutz Nir Oz that was destroyed and whose 
members were butchered on Shmini Atzeres were temporarily relocated to 
vacant apartments in Kiryat Gat. The ENTIRE city came out to welcome them. 
They furnished their apartments, down to house plants, and pictures from local 
children hung on the refrigerators . It was an amazing showing of this amazing 
nation. Watching it could make you cry. 

This morning it was announced that a member of the Kibbutz assumed 
kidnapped was actually killed and his body was taken by the animals called 
Hamas into Gaza. 

This is the rollercoaster of feelings and experiences that Israeli society is going 
through daily. We should have a העושי  speedily. 
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Essay #13 

Who is the Victim 

January 18, 2024 

 ד"פשת טבש 'ח

Yeshiva continues to learn strong. I am really impressed by the Talmidim, some 
may have gotten started late, but they are all getting stronger as the year 
progresses.   

It recently got seriously cold here in Israel. With one of my children and several 
Talmidim based up north, it is getting more difficult waiting to see what is 
going to go on with the northern front. 

This week while the world court in the Hague put Israel on trial for war crimes, 
my daughter as part of her assignment in the spokespersons unit of the army, 
guided a group of 40 international reporters to Kerem Shalom, on the edge of 
Gaza, where Israel continues to supply our enemies with humanitarian aid. Go 
figure.  

One last story from this week. Six years ago a very Chasuv and close Talmid of 
Derech Etz Chaim unfortunately passed away. At the time great effort was 
made to recover his Teffilin, which B"H was successful. I was contacted a few 
weeks back by the parents of this Talmid who wished to give the Tefillin to an 
Israeli Chayal who required Tefillin. When we put out the word we were 
inundated by many requests. One story was of a soldier whose vehicle came 
under attack in Gaza and was forced to abandon it with his Tefillin inside. This 
week we were able to give him these Teffilin in Gaza, we daven they should 
continue to protect him in his Holy efforts.  

In Hilchos Teshuva we learn: 

ה קרפ הבושת תוכלה ם"במר  

 רזוג ה"בקהש לארשי ינב ימלוג בורו ע"המוא ישפט םירמואש הז רבד ךתבשחמב רובעי לא
 קידצ תויהל ול יואר םדא לכ אלא ןכ רבדה ןיא ,עשר וא קידצ תויהל ותיירב תלחתמ םדאה לע
 לכ ראש ןכו עוש וא יליכ וא ירזכא וא ןמחר וא לכס וא םכח וא םעבריכ עשר וא וניבר השמכ
 אוה אלא םיכרדה ינשמ דחאל וכשומש ימ אלו וילע רזוג אלו והפכיש ימ ול ןיאו ,תועדה
 ,בוטהו תוערה אצת אל ןוילע יפמ רמא והימריש אוה ,הצריש ךרד וז יאל הטונ ותעדמו ומצעמ
 אטוחה הז אצמנ אוה ןכש ןויכו ,ער תויהל אלו בוט תויהל םדאה לע רזוג ארובה ןיא רמולכ

ומצע תא דיספה אוה  ושפנל השעש המ לעו ויאטח לע ןנוקלו תוכבל ול יואר ךכיפלו ,
וגו יח םדא ןנואתי המ וירחא בותכש אוה ,הער הלמגו  ונידיב ונתושרו ליאוה רמאו רזחו ,'

 אוה ונידיב התע תושרהש ונעשר בוזעלו הבושתב רוזחל ונל יואר תוערה לכ ונישע ונתעדמו
וגו הבושנו הרוקחנו וניכרד השפחנ וירחא בותכש '. 



49 
 

Let it not occur to your mind that God decrees at the birth of a person that he 
shall be good or evil, a notion expressed by foolish non-Jews and most of the 
stupid individuals among the Jews. It is not so. Every human being is capable of 
becoming righteous like Moses or wicked like Jeroboam, wise or foolish, merciful 
or cruel, niggardly or generous; and so with all other traits. There is no one to 
compel him or to decree what he is to do, no one to pull him in either 
direction; it is he who directs himself deliberately toward any course he 
desires. This is what Jeremiah means when he says: "It is not from the 
mouth of the Most High that good and evil comes" (Lamentations 3:38); that 
is to say, the Creator does not decree that a man shall be either good or 
evil. In view of this, it follows that the sinner causes his own ruin; he should 
therefore weep and lament because of his sins and the resulting evil he has 
brought upon himself 

Those who are learning Hilchos Teshuva with us every Sunday morning know 
that the Rambam begins Hilchos Teshuva specifically dealing with the external 
realities that confront a human and require us to do Teshuva in order to 
address those realities which we have violated. In the fifth Perek he introduces 
the idea of man as chooser, and creator, and that his choices are completely up 
to him, and that ultimately he creates himself via those choices and therefore 
bears complete responsibility for his own life. 

As straightforward as that idea sounds to us it is the complete antithesis of 
how much of the western world and certainly the Arab world view life. 

We watched this past week a situation which seems almost Midrashic if it 
wasn’t so ridiculous: The world having a court to judge Yisrael if we have 
committed genocide. It is mind boggling in its logic. We have lived through 
months where society has backed a Palestinian society that looks at them as 
fools and shares no value for them nor shares any values with them. We saw 
“Queers for Palestine” and a women’s movement that could not care less about 
the atrocities committed to the women in Israel by Hamas. 

The west has created a world where you are defined by that which is outside of 
you. The #METOO movement was more concerned with being portrayed – or 
even more so, defined as victims then caring about the women . The Queers 
view their identity as defined by victimhood and for that reason alone identify 
with the ultimate victims, the Palestinians who have made their national 
identity (which doesn’t really exist) as THE VICTIMS. 

Yisrael, the most victimized people in history have never allowed ourselves to 
be defined as victims. Defining ourselves as victims would be allowing 
something outside of ourselves to define our being. The Jewish people should 
be the largest refugee problem of the century having been expelled from every 
single place we were living less than 100 years go. Yet there are no Jewish 
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refugees. The Palestinians on the other hand have been defined since their 
conception by what happened to them. 

Yishmael and Hagar begin this trend by they themselves crying out about their 
victimhood. 

War and fighting and the mobilization of society is the ultimate form of taking 
absolute responsibility for ourselves. I was at a wedding here last night and I 
had the opportunity to speak with some young men who grew up in Israel who 
are in the army, in Yeshiva, or in basic training. They have a level of maturity 
and personal responsibility and thoughtfulness that is completely alien to 
others their age in any other place in the world. They have a sense of self of 
purpose and focus that propels them. 

I got to see another friend of mine who just came back from Chan Yunis in the 
heart of Gaza where he had been fighting for weeks. As part of a longer 
conversation, he told me how impressed he was by the Hesder Yeshiva soldiers 
who in their free time between missions opened a Gemara to learn! Even in the 
midst of a war we did not choose to start, and would rather not have to be in, 
we do not let the enemy define us. Rather these young men define their own 
lives. “I am in Yeshiva, at the moment I have to fight a war and be a soldier, but 
I still need to learn!” 

This war is a war of Shmini Atzeres. Shmini Atzeres is THE DAY that defines 
the difference between Yisrael and the Amim.. The Rambam actually used that 
language: 

םלועה תומוא ישפט םירמואש הז רבד ךתבשחמב רובעי לא  

Don’t make the mistake that the rest of the world makes. Understand that our 
identity comes from within. We will never allow ourselves to be defined by 
others. Yisrael will not be a victim, and that will drive everyone else mad. 

The deepest Teshuva one can do is exactly this issue: 

ומצע תא דיספה אוה אטוחה הז אצמנ אוה ןכש ןויכו  לע ןנוקלו תוכבל ול יואר ךכיפלו ,
וגו יח םדא ןנואתי המ וירחא בותכש אוה ,הער הלמגו ושפנל השעש המ לעו ויאטח ', 

What have I made of myself? What have I made of my life? What have we made 
of Yisrael? 

I was asked today by one of the participants in the Hilchos Teshvua shiur, how 
can I make sure the things that I have begun to take more seriously since this 
war began remain with me, being as they were only triggered by an external 
event. 
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The answer in terms of internalizing them is one that one must ask themself. 
Am I living a life that is looking for that level of internalization? Am I living a 
life which is looking for Teshuva. If you are, then the internalization will be 
automatic.  The trigger wasn’t the cause, it was just the catalyst. The 
ingredients have to be there already. 

This war, this endeavor, this chapter in Yisrael’ s history and what we are 
experiencing is going to go on for, I believe quite a long time. As we have 
spoken about in earlier emails, this is an opportunity for Yisrael as an Am and 
for each and every one of us as individuals. Let us use that opportunity . 

Recently when people ask me how I am doing I have a new response. I am 
worried. I am worried about what we are presently and are about to go 
through, and I mean seriously worried.  At the same time I am optimistic, 
maybe even very optimistic, about the ultimate outcome and a Yisrael that can 
achieve a level of self defined identity to propel ourselves forward. 
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Essay #14 

A Very Bad Day 

January 23, 2024 

 ד"פשת טבש ד"י

Today is a very bad day. Today is a tragic terrible day. Upon finishing Shacharis 
I check the news and find out that 21 soldiers were killed when two buildings 
collapsed on them in Aza. 21 Kedoshei Yisrael. It is a hard day for everyone 
around. In the street, on the radio, in the news. These were all Miluimiikim 
(reserves) . People who stopped their regular life, some as old as 37 years old, 
to fight the most necessary fight in Yisrael's history. 

Someone commented to me recently that it feels like a “Vietnam style conflict 
in terms of fighting, with a WW2 purpose”. Even in Israel people, especially on 
the left, are getting tired of the war and wondering if it is a fight we can win. I 
have been preaching for months that the United States ultimately will not let us 
win. 

There is a feeling here of absolute total chaos with no end in sight. It is clear to 
everyone that we will have a war in Lebanon come the spring. It is pretty much 
clear to everyone (except maybe Joe Biden) that Israel is going to have to 
occupy and fight off a guerrilla war in Aza for another few years at least. 

And the background to all this are the hostages. That there are over 100 jews 
being held in captivity, just for being Jewish . Girls being raped, people 
whose  health deteriorating, and there is nothing we can do (in spite of what 
the hostage families think). The UN or the US could do something, Israel can 
just keep fighting and hope they find some alive. 

So where does that leave us today. 

I was thinking today as I listened to the Mothers of the fallen soldiers on the 
radio of what we say in the Hagada and is timely in terms of this weeks 
Parshiot.  

In the declaration of our right to Eretz Yisrael that we say in the Hagada and at 
the bringing of Bikurim we say in יבא דבוא ימרא : 

וכ קרפ םירבד  

ַעְצִנַּו )ז( ָוקְֹי־לֶא ק, ַיַּו וּנ,ֵלקֹ־תֶא ,קָוקְֹי ע,מַשְִׁיַּו וּני,תֵבֹאֲ י,הֵֹלֱא ק, ֵיְנָע־תֶא ארְ, ֵצחֲַל ־תֶאְו וּנ,ֵלמֲָע־תֶאְו וּנ, וּנ, : 

We are שרוד  it in the Hagada: 
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ַעְצִנַּו ָוקְֹי־לֶא ק, וּני,תֵבֹאֲ י,הֵֹלֱא ק,  

רמאנש המכ : 

כ קוספ ב קרפ תומש  

ָיַּו ם,הֵהָ םי,בִּרַ,הָ םי,מִָיּבַ ,יהְִיַו ֵנבְ וּ,חְנָאֵיַּו םִי,רְַצמִ ךְֶל,מֶ ,תמָ, ָעְזִיַּו ה,דָבֲֹעהָ־ןמִ ל,ֵארָשְִׂי־י,  ם,תָָעְושַׁ לַע,תַַּו וּק,
ה>דָבֲֹעהָ־ןמִ םי>הִֹלאֱהָ־לאֶ  

וּנ,ֵלמֲָע־תֶאְו  

א קרפ תומש :רמאנש המכ םינבה ולא  

ַצְיַו )בכ( ס :ןוּ,יּחַתְּ ת,בַּהַ־לָכְו וּה,ֻכיִלשְׁתַּ ,הרָ,אְֹיהַ דוֹ,לִּיּהַ ן,בֵּהַ־לָכּ ר,מֹאֵל וֹ,מַּע־לָכְל ה,עֹרְַפּ ו,  

ֵצחֲַל ־תֶאְו וּנ,  

ג קרפ תומש :רמאנש המכ קחדה הז  

ֵנּהִ ה,תַָּעְו )ט( ִצחֲֹל םִי,רְַצמִ ר,שֶׁאֲ ץחַ,ַלּהַ־תֶא ,יתִי,ִארָ־םַגְו י,ָלֵא הָא,בָּ ל,ֵארָשְִׂי־יֵנבְּ ת,קֲַעַצ ה, ם,תָאֹ םי,  

What does HKB”H need to hear before he can respond? 

ה>דָבֲֹעהָ־ןמִ םי>הִֹלאֱהָ־לאֶ ם,תָָעְושַׁ לַע,תַַּו  

Specifically  הדובעהמ from the work. When it comes to ונילמע  it is the םינב  the 
children. And then you have this strange line of וניצחל  the pressure. Look what 
is going on. Yisrael is enslaved for over two centuries. They have been killing 
the childrenת and with that I have to worry about a little pressure in their 
lives? 

The common theme in the response of HKB”H in Mitzrayim is not a response to 
pain, not a response to Stam crying out that its hard. It is once we cried out 
for what was preoccupying our lives,  הדובעה ןמ that I have to be involved in 
this type of work instead of an Avoda of my own life! That my efforts are my 
children, that’s ונילמע  not Stam the pain of children dying. The ץחל ! That is 
what prevents everyone from moving forward. You cannot think! More and 
more pressure! 

To that HKB”H can respond. It is the realization that our lives, that Yisrael as 
a nation’s life is preoccupied with survival and the problem with that is that in 
being preoccupied with survival you cannot build a true Avoda. You cannot 
build period! To that HKB”H can respond. 

 ב:ט הבושת 'לה ם"במר
 תוֹלָלקְּהַ לָכּ םֶכיֵלֲע איבִמֵ םהֶָל המֶוֹדְו תוּנְזוּ התֶּשְׁמִבְוּ לָכאֲמַבְּ םתֶיִגשְׁוּ 'ה תֶא םתֶּבְַזֲע םִאְו
 םֵלשָׁ ףוּגּ אֹלְו יוּנָפּ בֵל םֶכָל הֶיהְִי אֹלְו דחַַפָו הָלהָבֶבְּ םֶכימְֵי וּלְכִיּשֶׁ דַע תוֹכרָבְּהַ לָכּ ריסִמֵוּ וּלֵּאהָ
 םדָָאשֶׁ ןמְַזבִּשֶׁ .תוֹמָלוֹע יֵנשְׁ םתֶּדְבִַּאשֶׁ אָצמְִנְו אבָּהַ םָלוֹעהָ יֵיּחַמֵ וּדבְאתֹּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ תוְֹצמִּהַ תוֹשֲׂעַל
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 ןיִכוֹז ןהֶבָּשֶׁ תוְֹצמִבַּ אֹלְו המְָכחָבַּ אֹל קסֵַּעתְמִ וֹניֵא ןוֹבָערְוּ המָחְָלמִבְוּ יִלחבְּ הֶזּהַ םָלוֹעבָּ דוּרטָ
 :אבָּהַ םָלוֹעהָ יֵיּחְַל

if you have abandoned God and become obsessed with food, drink, lewdness, and 
the like, He will bring all these curses upon you and remove all blessing until you 
will conclude all your days in confusion and fear. You will not have a free heart or 
a complete body to fulRill the mitzvot in order that you forfeit the life of the world 
to come. 
Thus, you will forfeit two worlds for when a person is occupied in this world with 
sickness, war, and hunger, he cannot involve himself with either wisdom or 
mitzvot which allow him to merit the life of the world to come. 

We live in a tragic world, all of us and HKB”H have םימחר  on all those tragedies. 
This here, the דוביעש  of  תולג is what we are sensing right now. The wasting of 
the potential. םינבה ולא ונילמע תא  Every day our most precious sons are being 
lost and being occupied in Avodas HaKodesh and a Milchemes Mitzva, but it is 
not what we want to be doing. We want to be building an Am, we want to be 
building ourselves and building Yisrael. Instead the Galus and our enemies have 
gotten us involved in a never ending mess. 

When the הקעצ  will come from there, not from sentimentality, or from tragedy, 
HKB”H will respond. An Am that is seeking, that is not only worthy of a 
response but is ready to respond to the next steps necessary to end the Galus, 
just as they were in Mitzrayim. 

Let the pain sink in. 21 of our sons were lost yesterday. 21 mothers lost their 
םלמע  but so did we. All our work, focused on what? 

We must defeat the enemy and with G-d’s help we will. But we need to defeat 
them to move forward. We need this to be over to focus on a real Avoda not on 
an Avoda dictated to us by our enemy and the situation that history has thrust 
upon us. 

  

I just want to end off with a letter that was left by one of the fallen הנקלא בר 
ל"ז לזיוו  . He left a wife and four children.  His wife asked him to write a letter 

before he went back into Aza: 

 יתפטחנש הרקמב ,לכ םדוק .והשמ יל הרקש הארנכ הלאה םילימה תא םיארוק םתא םא
 ןוחצינה .יתוא ררחשל ידכ לבחמ ףא לש רורחשל הקסע םוש השעית אלש שרוד ינא ,יבשל
 היהי וננוחצינש ידכ חוכה לכב לועפל וכישמת טושפ אנא זא ,לוכהמ בושח רתוי ונלש ץחומה
ובתכמ תא הנקלא חתפ ,"ץחומ רתויש המכ . 

 ויהתש םכמ שקבמ ינא לבא .בוצע הז ברקב לפונ לייחשכ .ברקב יתלפנ ילוא" :ךישמה אוה
 וקיזחת ,תובבלב ועטית ,הברה ורישת .ינממ םידרפנ םתאשכ םיבוצע ויהת לא .םיחמש

הז תא הז וקזחתו םיידיה תא ינשל דחאה  ,חומשלו תואגתהל המ לע הברה ךכ לכ ונל שי .
הלואג לש רוד ונחנא  םעה לש הירוטסיהב םייתועמשמ יכה םיעגרה תא םיבתוכ ונחנא !

ןמזה לכ םייחב רוחבל וכישמת .םיימיטפוא ויהת םכמ השקבב זא .ולוכ םלועה לשו ונלש . 
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תוימיטפואו רהוט ,הווקת ,הבהא לש םייח ". 

"If you are reading these words, something probably happened to me. First of all, 
in case I was captured by Hamas, I demand that no deal be made to release any 
terrorist in order to release me. Our overwhelming victory is more important than 
anything, so please—just press ahead with all the force until our victory is as 
overwhelming as possible. Maybe I fell in battle. When a soldier falls in battle it is 
sad. But I ask you to be happy. Don't be sad when you part from me. Sing a lot, 
hold each other's hands, and strengthen one another. We have so much to be 
excited and happy about—we are the generation of Jewish redemption! We are 
writing the most meaningful moments in the history of our people and the whole 
world. So please be optimistic. Keep choosing life all the time—a life of love, hope, 
purity and optimism. Look into the eyes of your loved ones and remind them that 
everything they experience in this life is worth it and that they have a lot to live 
for. Live! Don't stop for a moment the intensities of life! I was wounded in 
'Operation Protective Edge [against Hamas in 2014].' I had the choice to stay 
behind, but I don't regret for a moment returning to be a Righter. On the contrary, 
it's the best decision I ever made." 

 

We should only hear Besurot Tovot 
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Essay #15 

Miluim 

February 6, 2024 

 ד"פשת טבש ז"כ

I am sure everyone is familiar with how Onedrive, Amazon Photos and other 
services bring up memories annually of pictures from previous years. I have 
allot of fun distributing pictures from the past 25 years to DEC Talmidim 
showing them at their ”finest” moments (and how much hair they had) when 
they were much younger. 

Last week a picture came up on my phone that was from a conference that my 
daughter in her role in Dover Tzahal (Israeli spokespersons unit) had sent to 
me from one year ago. The headline of the conference was “Are reserve forces 
prepared for the next war?” In Hebrew the title was The Miluim Crises. During 
the past year while the government was trying to pass the judicial reform, one 
of the opposition responses was for soldiers to declare that they would no 
longer serve in Miluim (the reserves). It was the height of the internal conflict in 
the country. 
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Of course we all know that when the war broke out on Shmini Atzeres not only 
did everyone turn up for Miluim but there was a historically high turn out 150% 
showed up, so that there was actually not enough equipment in storage to help 
properly equip all that came. 

To help you understand some of the details. Some people who go to the army 
are not assigned to Miluim units for all sorts of reasons. Some are 
decommissioned due to age or other reasons (I read this Shabbos about a 
former cabinet minister Tzi Hendel, who was decommissioned when he 

became a minister – against his wishes and how he found a unit to fight with) . 
Even they showed up for Miluim and had to be assigned to units and 
distributed to where they would help most. And often trained for the specific 
assignments they were taking on in the army. 

When one generally thinks of an army, we focus on the young extremely brave 
men 18- 21 who are in the “Regular” military service. The surprise of a the “Tik 
Tok” generation being ready, willing and able to fight bravely and turn into the 

ןוחצנה רוד  as they are being called , is amazing and inspiring. Every single story 
of every young man killed in battle and his friends can bring you to tears. An 
amazing people, and amazing country that can raise teenagers like these. 

The reserves, the Miluimnikim as they are called, are literally from every walk 
of life in Israel. Religious, anti-religious, lawyers, doctors, educators, fathers, 
mothers all working intensely together. Taking 350,000 people out of regular 
circulation has had a profound impact on everyday life. Two DEC Talmidim 
working in High Tech say 50% of their workforce is in the army at present. And 
these Miluimnikim are doing amazingly brave missions . Many have battle 
experience or have been in Aza in the past. Their age has been shown to be an 
asset in the military. 

This has become the hottest topic at present in Israel as after four straight 
months in the army,  the Miluimnikim are now being decommissioned and sent 
home. Many being told they will be recalled later. (Most have expressed an 
extreme lack of enthusiasm for pulling out before they got to finish the job!) 
Some have businesses that have begun to collapse, all have families with 
children which are struggling with the father away for four months. They are 
true heroes to Israeli society and really to the Jewish people as a whole, 
interrupting their normal life and going enthusiastically to battle for 
Yisrael.  They are greeted in the streets with hugs (my gardeners recently were 
released and came over to see what repairs need to be done to my garden after 
months of neglect, we shared hugs, a L’chayim and a very special few moments 
reconnecting). 
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That Israel calls its reserve soldiers םיאולימ  has interesting roots. The source of 
the word is in the Torah where the opening of the Mishkan was called the ימי 

םיאולמ  . Rashi gives two different explanations for the word. 

In Parshas Truma where the word first appears referring to the stones on the 
breastplate it says : 

ז:הכ קרפ תומש  

ֵנבְַאְו םהַ,שֹׁ־יֵנבְַא )ז( ןשֶׁ,חַֹלְו ד,פֵֹאָל םי,ִאלֻּמִ י, : 

הכ קרפ תומש י"שר  

אמוגה תואלמל םש ןבאה ןינתונו אמוג ןימכ בשומ בהזב םהל ןישועש םש לע - םיאלמ , 
תוצבשמ יורק בשומה םוקמו ,םיאולמ ינבא םייורק  

Because they made for them (for the stones) settings in gold — a kind of 
indentation — and they put the stone there (in it) to fill the indentation, they 
were called “filling-up stones”; the spot where the indentation is (i. e. the 
hollow spot) is called “ תצבשמ  setting ”.  

In Parshas Tetzaveh we have the Korbanos of Miluim: 

בכ:טכ קרפ תומש  

אוּ,ה םי,ִאלֻּמִ לי,ֵא  : 

טכ קרפ תומש י"שר  

אוה םיאלמ ליא יכ לכב םלשומש תומלש ןושל ,םימלש -  .  ,םימלש םיאולמהש בותכה דיגמ
 דבועל ול תויהל הזחה וכירצמ ינא ךכל ,םילעבלו הדובעה דבועלו חבזמל םולש םימישמש
 שרופמכ ,םילעב םהש וינבו ןרהא ולכא ראשהו ,םיאולמב שמישש השמ והזו ,הנמל הדובעה
ןינעב  

of ( םימלש  usually translated peace-offerings  has the meaning of םיאולמ :)
“perfection meaning “full”, so that אלמ( ” is synonymous with םיאולמ   — )םימלש 
something that is perfect in all respects. Scripture informs us that the  are םיאולמ 
to be regarded as -םימלש  sacrifices, in that they, like the  promote peace ,םימלש 

 between the altar and him who carries out the sacrifical rite (the priest) )םולש(
and the owner of the animal (the worshipper who brings the sacrifice”). Therefore, 
says God, in this case I make it a condition that the breast shall belong as a 
portion to him who performs the sacrificial rite, viz., Moses, who officiated at the 
installation into office (cf. v. 26). — The remainder, Aaron and his sons ate because 
they were the “owners”, as is expressly set forth in this section  

I recently read that what may have been part of Hamas’s miscalculation is that 
Israel, as a western, advanced, comfortable country would never be able to 
muster the courage and determination to fight back as ferociously as we 
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have.  That is an understatement . It is one thing to think of what is called in 
Israel רידס  the regular army, but even those in Miluim have been more than 
willing, to drop everything and go to battle. 

The most famous Miluimnik, Idan Amedi (the Fauda and music star) after being 
seriously injured in Aza gave a press conference when he was being released 
with two main messages. First that everyone should realize what the 
Miluimnikim are doing and keep supporting them as they are being released 
and two, that he hoped G-d would give him the strength to recover and go back 
to fight. 

The Yimei HaMiluim of the Mishkan are the days of dedication of the Mishkan. 
The Miluim may be there to “fill in” (as the stone in Parshas Terunma) but they 
are by far the most Shalem members of the Jewish people and of Israeli society, 
which is proving every day to be so much more deeper and high quality then 
anything anyone could of conceived. And there is no need to mention in terms 
of dedication! 

As the Miluim were being released this week, mostly being told to refresh and 
get ready to go back in in a few month’s time, the army has begun to deal with 
its manpower issues, which are going to be difficult over the long term, as this 
war is nowhere near over. To do so they requested that those Yeshiva 
Talmidim in Mechinot and in Yeshivot Hesder advance their draft date. In the 
Hesder Yeshivot they are not yet drafting  all of the Talmidim, which has lead 
to an interesting dynamic where the Roshei Yeshiva have to choose which 
Talmidim will stay in Yeshiva and which must go now to the army. 

To anyone who is not completely tone deaf in the Charedi community, the 
message is clear that they also are going to have to make some choices and 
take upon themselves the responsibility for defense of the country. It is a 
complicated issue that my son Yoni, because of his position in the army, is very 
involved in, and it is not as simple as saying “we are going to close all the 
Yeshivas” – we are not . But with many Hesder Talmidim falling in battle it begs 
the question of what makes their learning less important?! 

There are going to be some changes in society in Israel as a whole , there are 
already changes underway. And those changes are going to affect and penetrate 
the Chareidi society as well. (Derech Etz Chaim has been given the opportunity 
to be involved in those changes and more on that front will be coming out 
soon.) 

Klal Yisrael has really shown itself and what it is capable of as a people. Self-
sacrifice, Arvus, and care for each other. It is palatable throughout the country 
every single day in almost every interaction. Halevai that we can build on this 
to where Yisrael needs to be at to achieve its ultimate identity and end the 
Golus for real, once and for all. 
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Essay #16 

My Broken Heart 

February 21, 2024 

 ד"פשת 'א רדא ב"י

For those who have yet to hear the news, and even for those who have, I wish to 
dedicate this edition to a personal “war” of sorts, both in order to keep a diary 
of my “wartime” experience and also because I think there is something to be 
learned, and I might just save a life as mine was saved, by providing some basic 
information. I also want to express my appreciation for the unseen Miracle I was 
somehow הכוז  to. 

I am going to start at the very beginning. At the end of November I went to the 
US for a wedding and to visit Talmidim in Dallas for Shabbos. While at the 
wedding I found myself unusually winded after dancing with the Chosson and 
again as I dashed through the airport in Dallas to catch my flight home. 

You have to know something about me for the story to make sense. I am in very 
good shape. I have never smoked or been overweight, I work out twice a week 
with a personal trainer and run on a treadmill several times a week, so it was 
odd to me that I should be so winded and out of breath so easily.  

So like a “man”, rather than going to a doctor, I increased my aerobic training. 
Spending more time on the treadmill at a faster pace and higher incline. (Later I 
learned how I almost killed myself in the process). 

Returning to the US for another wedding at the end of December I stayed by a 
dear Talmid’s home in FL, Dr. Peter Tepler. We can spend hours shmoozing on 
topics of deep meaning and as we often do, we exchange ideas on new books 
that one of us might like. He recommended a book – that I now recommend to 
everyone, call “Outlive” by Peter Attia, MD. I downloaded an audio copy and 
ordered the book version via Amazon and had it before Shabbos. 

Dr. Attia writes “When I was in Medical school my first year pathology professor 
liked to ask a trick question. What is the most common presentation of heart 
disease? It wasn’t chest pain, left arm pain or shortness of breath, it was sudden 
death. You know a patient has heart disease because they just died from it”. He 
continues in the chapter to go through all the myths of what we think of when 
one thinks of heart disease, and why that fully half of all heart attacks occur in 
people under the age of 65! He explains very scientifically and extremely clearly 
the way calcium is moved through the bloodstream and can cause sclerosis in 
the heart and in surrounding chambers and that numbers such as blood pressure 
and Cholesterol level (which on me were fine) are not as relevant as we think. He 
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even brought a story of a friend in perfect condition, and like I, had no high blood 
pressure or other obvious issues. That led me to think that maybe what he was 
talking about was the issue here. 

So for the first time in too long a time I went to see my doctor to whom I 
described my episodes of lack of breath . He listened to my heart and heard a 
murmur and sent me for an Echo. (I had just booked a third session a week with 
my trainer.)  Immediately upon seeing my Echo the technition told me to STOP 
everything. Stop doing anything more than walking to shul and even that he said 
I needed to be careful. I set up an appointment with a Cardiologist. 

Upon the recommendation of a close friend who is a high-level doctor here in 
Israel, I made an appointment to see Dr. Ofir Amir, he is the head of Cardiology 
at Haddasah Ein Karem. He looked over everything did his own check up and 
before he finished writing up the summery had already scheduled me for a 
procedure called the TAVI, (transcatheter aortic valve implantation procedure, in 
the us they call is the TAVR , Transcatheter aortic valve replacement), a 
procedure that replaces a diseased aortic valve. Haddasah has some of the top 
people in the world to do this procedure. So…. Now knowing I had a ticking 
bomb in my bosom I very carefully went about my business returning to the 
hospital on Thursday for the pre procedure preparation including an Echo and a 
CT as well as blood work preparing for the Tavi and a few days in the hospital 
to recover. 

What I had was Aeortic Stenosis, What Is Aortic Stenosis? Your aortic valve keeps 
blood flowing from your heart's lower left chamber (left ventricle) to the aorta 
which is the main artery bringing blood from the heart to the body. Aortic 
stenosis occurs when the aortic valve narrows and blood cannot flow 
normally.  It is caused by a build up of calcium around the Aeortic valve that 
leads it to wear down and not open properly. It is not a rare situation, just that 
I was only 59 and that was rare. (Remember no high blood pressure no high 
cholesterol no overweight  - basically no way of knowing without a calcium test 
or echo which is rarely done in younger people). I had the stenosis due to the 
congenital rarity of my having a bicuspid valve as opposed to most people who 
have tri-cuspid. 

I was released for Shabbos and returned on Sunday expecting the procedure, but 
was met instead by the entire team of Doctors including the heart surgeon, who 
showed me looking at the CT that it was dangerous to do the TAVI. So the 
decision was one without a choice of a full blown valve replacement surgery 
which boils down to open heart surgery. Dr. Amit Korach, the head of 
Cardiothoracic surgery at Haddasah scheduled the surgery. When he came out 
after the surgery to report to my wife he told her he had no idea how I was 
walking much less working out. Simply called it a סנ  that I survived to that point.  
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I had my complaints against the situation. What’s the point of being in shape and 
caring about ones health if this can happen anyway?! But as the Doctors pointed 
out to me, L’Hephech, just the opposite, had I not taken care of myself I could 
have dropped earlier or I would not have noticed the lack of cardio ability had I 
not normally not had that problem. 

I want to mention that not only did Drs. Amir and Korach save my life, and not 
only were they the top people who could make a lot more money in the US, they 
came every single day to check on me , even their off days. Seeing how I 
progressed, how I was doing, being encouraging. When I checked out of the 
hospital I said to Dr. Amir that he may view what he does as his job but to me it 
was clear he went רבעמו לעמ  , well beyond the call. His reply “ this isn’t work” 
.  Just last night during dinner several days after my release from the hospital Dr. 
Korach called to see how I am doing! As shocked as I was, I wasn’t surprised. 

The Gemara tells us 

אפרי אפרו ןתי ותבש קר  

תואפרל אפורל תושר אנתינש ןאכמ  

In a religious society, one based on Emunah and Bitachon that is a tremendous 
Chidush and gives us tremendous insight into those two issues. That ultimately 
HKBH is the רשב לכ אפור  but we need to do everything we must to make it 
happen. That is the closest expression of Bris that we ultimately have with 
HKBH . It is why the Gemara says that : 

תינימשב האופר רמול ואר המ ? 

תינימשב הלימ הנתנש ךותמ אחא יבר רמא  

These issues have allot to do with War and IY”H my next email will address the 
connection. In the meanwhile I wanted to end with several thoughts. 

Doctors save lives. I know that sounds simple but when I speak to Doctors, Peter 
Tepler, Moshe Stiebel, Jonah Zisquit, Bayruch Goldwasser, Elan Noorparvar, Isaac 
Manaster and other DEC Talmidim whose names don’t come to mind at the 
moment, I do not know if they themselves realize how Chashuv they are! Several 
of those Talmidim on the list are practicing in Eretz Yisrael or on their way. WE 
NEED YOU! 

Another part of my experience was in the days following the surgery when I 
simply did not have the strength to practice simple Mitzvos. The connection of 
your ability to be a functional part of Olam HaZeh is directly connected to your 
ability to do and appreciate Mitzvos. We don’t really think about how much a 
part of our physical life they are – until you can’t do them. It adds another level 
to the Rambams: 
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ןהב הוצש ל"אה תבהאבו הוצמה תיישעב םדא חמשיש החמשה  

Lastly and most importantly, take care of your health. I now have firsthand 
תודע  on my healthy heart. But Chas V’Shalom things could have gone another 

way had I not been paying attention. 

We should all be הכוז  to the ultimate Refuah: 

ול אפרו בשו  

With G-d’s help soon. 
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Essay #17 

Yeshiva vs Army 

March 4, 2024 

ד"פשת 'א רדא 'דכ  

I want to begin by thanking all of you who reached out to wish me a Refuah 
Shleima and for your Tefillos. I am B"H feeling much better, I have a ways to go 
to feel 100 percent, but feeling better and stronger every day. I was especially 
thankful for the phone calls and a number of Talmidim who took time on their 
visit to Israel to come by, and one who drove over two hours from the Golan to 
be םילוח רקבמ  . Thank you. 

The Yeshiva participated in the wedding of Rav Shmuel Kornfeld's eldest 
daughter this past week and later this week numerous DEC Alumni will be 
joining Rav Sheftel's son's wedding in Lakewood (I had originally hoped to be 
there as well until my surgery).  

The Yeshiva also went on a WZO/MASA sponsored tour of the Southern Israel, 
Gaza border communities where Hamas committed its atrocities to see firsthand 
and hear from survivors what it is that began this war.  

My commitment in these essays is to connect you to what is going on during this 
time in Israel, and try to make you aware of the some of the societal changes that 
are going on here since the beginning of this war, so even though the topic I am 
addressing today is somewhat controversial, it is important for you to 
understand that this is the topic that the entire country is focusing on at the 
moment. It is also something that I hope and believe Derech Etz Chaim can affect 
positively and be part of the solution. 

The Chareidi draft, or the need to draft Chareidim is a is a hot news topic. The 
government brought a bill to the Knesset with the purpose of meeting the army’s 
increased manpower needs over the coming years – where the assumption is we 
will be in a constant state of war for a while, the bill will extend regular service 
from 28 months to 32 and Miluim, reserve duty, to 40 days a year. When the bill 
was raised the question being asked is “how do we pass a bill to address 
manpower shortages without addressing the thousands of Chareidim who do not 
go to the army?”. The supreme court issued a ruling asking the Government to 
justify how they are at present not drafting Yeshiva students and continue to 
fund Yeshivas even though there is no legal basis at the moment not to draft 
them. The State has to reply and the attorney general has given the Government 
until April 1 to begin processing legislation and by June 30 to complete the 
legislation. (The law which previously existed has expired.) 
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Before the war the Religious parties were looking to pass a law that would 
exempt all Yeshiva students from military service, period. They understand that 
is not a law that can be or should be passed at present. 

Another angle is that polls have shown that Chareidim and other populations 
that supported the Yeshiva exemption, are now more ready to have Chareidi 
Yeshiva students join the army then in the past, meaning there is an opportunity 
to be utilized to solve a long standing problem that has created tension within 
Israeli society. 

In order for you to understand the issue better I have to break it down and make 
it clear what the problem is, and what the issues towards solving it are. First and 
foremost, nobody in the mainstream believes all of the Yeshivas should be shut 
down. The need is to balance the allowance for anyone who wishes to learn to 
be able to so, while addressing the country’s military needs, and the 
responsibility of Charedi society to the general society in Israel. 

When I came to Israel in 1981 I had the privilege of getting to know Rav Yosef 
Tenenbaum, Z’L the founder of Vaad Hayeshivos which is where (originally) 
Yeshiva students received their Yeshiva military exemption. He told me of his 
meeting with David Ben Gurion, the founding prime minister of Israel, to discuss 
exemptions from the military for students wishing to study in Yeshiva. They 
came into the meeting expecting a battle with a man who was viewed as a very 
anti-religious leader. Rav Tenenbaum Z”L told the story that they sat there 
waiting and eventually Ben Gurion walked in and without hesitation or even 
having them speak he stated “ The Cossacks closed Yeshivas, the State of Israel 
is not going to do that”. End of meeting walked out. From there the Yeshiva 
military exemption was born. People want to say the problem is in the growth 
of the numbers from that time of Yeshiva students and Yeshiva exemptions – but 
that is not the real issue. The problem is the taking advantage of the exemption, 
and a culture that was created that going to the army was not required or 
necessary for those who identified as Charedi regardless of whether they were 
actually learning full time or not. Everyone is aware that even those who are not 
learning, often utilize the exemption by finding a Yeshiva ready to register them 
even though they are not learning. There are other methods used to avoid army 
service. All of them in the “service” of not going to the army. 

Lets look at the other side. The Chareidi community has hesitations about 
sending their sons at age 18 into a completely irreligious environment. It is 
similar, but in some senses worse than the (justified) discomfort of sending a 
religious teenager away to dorm in a secular college. It is not necessarily a 
positive environment for a frum teenager. The army has been addressing that – 
slowly and not very well for the most part, but they are trying to create 
environments that Chareidim will be comfortable in. (My son’s army position is 
an officer in the ידרחה להנמ  which tries to assign Chareidim to appropriate 
environments for their service). 
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The other issue, and I think this is the bigger issue, is that most parents do not 
want to give up on their son getting into learning right after high school. In the 
Chareidi community Torah learning is the highest value, they would give 
anything for their son to be a Talmid Chacham. Similar to US parents, they hope 
a year or two in Yeshiva post high school can inspire their son to get into learning 
in a serious way. What this has led to in Israel, are what is referred to as תובישי 

 which means for kids who are falling off. Those Yeshivas receive the   םירשונל
same level of government support as other higher end Yeshivas, while 
discouraging their Talmidim from going to the army, and that is where much of 
the controversy is. 

Right now Netzach Yehuda, which is a Chareidi combat unit, is generally full with 
each draft. Most of those are kids are from Chareidi families, but they themselves 
have fallen out of Yeshiva, and are not necessarily so frum anymore. There are 
other combat units with higher quality (religiously) kids. 

The interim stage, right after High School (Yeshiva Ketana) prior to army service 
is another place where work can be done. We all want the top Yeshivas to keep 
functioning. The Talmidim in those Yeshivas (Chevron, Ponovich and others) are 
learning at the highest levels with serious Hasmada. Think of the most Chashuv 
Rav you know in your community and multiply that by a Beis Medrash of 1000 
and that is what some of these Yeshivas are. A tremendous long-term resource 
for the Jewish people. 

It’s the middle, not the top and not the bottom that has to be addressed. The 
Kippa Seruga (national religious) system has set up numerous tracks for Yeshiva. 
Some go to Mechina which is a year or two of full time learning then straight 3 
years of army. Some elect to go to Hesder which combines 1.5 years of learning 
with 1.5 years of army, and others go to Yeshiva Gevoha, as in Mercaz HaRav and 
Har Hamor where they are involved in full time learning and push army service 
off almost indefinitely. It works for two reasons. One is the array of options and 
choices,  and the other, more importantly, is that the community values army 
service.  

The army can come up with solutions and frameworks for Chareidim, but the 
Chareidi community needs to want to address the imbalance and begin to value 
army service and see it as an obligation. The latest polls since the beginning of 
the war, show that army service as a value is on the rise within the Charedi 
community. Now the question is how to address it. 

There are a number of proposals at the moment. One is to draft Chareidim / 
Yeshiva students at an older age, 24, 25 after they have had time to learn, are less 
easily influenced by the environment and usually are married and have 
established families. The service period may be shorter then 32 months but still 
significant enough to provide value to the IDF. 
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I propose a two level system of Yeshivas. The “elite” Yeshivas – which have egos 
and deserve to, will be viewed as a place for lifetime learning and an exemption 
from army service. Other institutions taking after the US model of students have 
2-3 years to spend in Yeshiva before moving on to the army in one of the 
frameworks that are set up for post yeshiva students. If a student at the end of 
his time in the 2-3 year Yeshiva can get accepted to the “Elite” yeshiva, and wishes 
to continue in full time learning, then he can continue learning. These Elite 
Yeshivas have big egos and lowering their standards to help exempt students 
from the army is not going to happen. 

What I am presently working on with a group of Mechanchim and community 
activists from the Chareidi community is to create a high-end yeshiva addressing 
the needs of top boys coming out of the Chareidi Tichons- Chareidi high schools 
with secular studies. The Talmidim in these high schools have already broken a 
boundary in Chareidi society by having an academic education. These boys level 
of learning and seriousness and what they want is in the top echelon of learning, 
but they plan on integrating into Israeli society, and going to the army (not 
necessarily combat) is something they are not just open to, but often planning. 
At the end of their 2-3 years at the Yeshiva they will have options. They can 
continue in learning at a high-end Yeshiva, or they can go to army into an 
appropriate framework as first and foremost strong Bnei Torah hopefully in 
leadership roles. We hope to create not only soldiers but officers! But most 
importantly Talmidie Chachamim and Ovdie Hashem who will create an 
incredible Kiddush Hashem wherever they continue on to. 

(More information on Derech Etz Chaim's plans is coming soon!)  

This is such a hot button issue that the government may likely fall over the issue 
shortly as the Charedi leadership is, as most of the leadership in this country is, 
out of touch with their public . Change will happen ground up and I hope we can 
be part of the positive change. 

It is one of the amazing changes that have come over Israeli society over the past 
months and as with all changes it will be interesting to see where is brings us - 
and what effect it has on the US Yeshivish community as well. 

I want to share with you three pictures that are worth a thousand words on 
this topic (If you don't understand the Hebrew find someone who does it is 
worth it). 
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The poster above is from 1948, a call from Agudas Yisrael for Yeshiva students 
to join the army The poster above is from 1948, a call from Agudas Yisrael for 
Yeshiva students to join the army 
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Essay #18 

Misrad Hahishtadlus 

March 8, 2024 

ד"פשת 'א רדא ח"כ  

Thank you again to all those who have been in touch. B"H I am getting stronger 
every day. I have begun physical therapy and I am looking forward to being in 
Yeshiva for Shabbos Zachor and Purim. 

We are having an Alumni Shabbos in the Yeshiva for Shabbos Zachor joining 
together for davening and the Shabbos meals catered by Chef Doron! 

The Yeshiva had a Tiyul today to the Dead Sea. We have had a very limited 
winter of trips due to the war and that much of the country is off limits. I am 
not sure if you are aware but there are still tens of thousands of Israelis 
misplaced from their homes in the north. 

On a sad note my wife's Grandmother, known to years of DEC Talmidim as 
Grandmom, passed away at 98 years old this past week. Grandmom would love 
eating in Yeshiva on Shabbos, making Challa and pancakes for the boys over 
the years. I have heard from decades of Alumni . She was very much a part of 
DEC . 

One of the things I don’t think you hear much about, but here you hear it from 
soldiers you meet who just came back from fighting in Aza, are the daily Nissim 
(miracles) that are taking place. As terribly tragic every loss of life has been, the 
numbers are not nearly where the worst predictions were prior to the ground 
offensive. These are building to building battles, against an enemy that lurks 
behind every room and acts like a “civilian” until the moment he pulls out his 
RPG to fire. The connection between Hishtadlus and Bitachon are being 
expressed every day in Aza and amongst the brave Chayalim. In Israel the 
Ministry of Defence is called ןוחטבה דרשמ  I think a more appropriate name 
might be תולדתשהה דרשמ . Let me explain: 

This idea is timely as Purim focuses us on these issues of Hishtadlus and 
Bitachon. 

ד קרפ רתסא  

 הָּל דיִגּהְַלוּ רתֵּסְֶא תֶא תוֹארְהְַל וֹל ןתַָנ םדָימִשְׁהְַל ןשָׁוּשׁבְּ ןתִַּנ רשֶׁאֲ תדָּהַ בתְָכּ ןֶגשֶׁתְַפּ תֶאְו )ח(
הּמַָּע לַע ויָנפָלְּמִ שׁקֵּבַלְוּ וֹל ןֶנּחַתְהִלְ ךְלֶמֶּהַ לאֶ אוֹבלָ הָילֶָע תוֹוַּצלְוּ : 

He also gave him the written text of the law that had been proclaimed in Shushan 
for their destruction. [He bade him] show it to Esther and inform her, and charge 
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her to go to the king and to appeal to him and to plead with him for her 
people. 

Mordechai commands Esther to go and beg for her nation. She replies: 

ד קרפ רתסא  

 לֶא ךְֶלמֶּהַ לֶא אוֹבָי רשֶׁאֲ השִָּׁאְו שׁיִא לָכּ רשֶׁאֲ םיִעדְוֹי ךְֶלמֶּהַ תוֹנידִמְ םַעְו ךְֶלמֶּהַ ידֵבְַע לָכּ )אי
 טיבִרְשַׁ תֶא ךְֶלמֶּהַ וֹל טישִׁוֹי רשֶׁאֲמֵ דבְַל תימִהְָל וֹתדָּ תחַַא ארֵקִָּי אֹל רשֶׁאֲ תימִיִנְפּהַ רֵצחָהֶ
םוֹי םישִׁוֹלשְׁ הֶז ךְֶלמֶּהַ לֶא אוֹבָל יתִארֵקְִנ אֹל יִנאֲַו הָיחְָו בהָָזּהַ :  

“All the king’s courtiers and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any 
person, man or woman, enters the king’s presence in the inner court without 
having been summoned, there is but one law for him—that he be put to death. 
Only if the king extends the golden scepter to him may he live. Now I have not 
been summoned to visit the king for the last thirty days .”  

 

What is Esther saying? If “everybody knows” then so does Mordechai! 

Suddenly now for the first time she doesn’t do what Mordechai asks of her?! 
Now she is second guessing him?! 

What Esther is saying to Mordechai is “you want me to go in to ask for my 
life?” 

“I would like you to explain to me why I should do this.” “I assume you want 
me to do this because you think it might help. And if it will help it’s the right 
thing to do because we do not rely on G-d’s intervention etc…” 

We call this תולדתשה  . 

See if I can influence the situation. I will be a lobbyist while you pray. 
Hishtadlus and Bitachon 

Esther says though that, “There is only one problem. Hishtadlus means to do 
something that is at least minimally effective”. Something that could work. 
Well, every idiot on the street knows “ask any idiot on the street etc” you have 
364 days left to deal with the issues. Why does this plan make any sense at all?! 

Esther says “this is not called Hishtadlus it is called dumb” so you are going to 
have to give me a better reason. 

Esther is successful at eliciting from Mordechai the answer she is looking for: 

ד קרפ רתסא  
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 ךְיבִאָ תיבֵוּ תְּאְַו רחֵאַ םוֹקמָּמִ םידִוּהְיּלַ דוֹמֲעַי הלָָצּהְַו חַורֶ תאזֹּהַ תֵעבָּ ישִׁירִחֲתַּ שׁרֵחֲהַ םִא יִכּ
 :תוּכְלמַַּל תְַּעַגּהִ תאזָֹכּ תֵעְל םִאַ עדֵוֹי ימִוּ וּדבֵאתֹּ

“If you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from 
another quarter, while you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows, 
perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis .”  

What Mordechai is telling Esther is: “you are correct there is absolutely no 
need for your Hishtadlus.” And “I was wrong to imply that there was anything 
that you could achieve in terms of Hishtadlus. There is no need to cry to the 
king” and indeed she does not – she invites him to a party. 

This is not a clarification it is a profound change in our understanding of 
Hishtadlus and Bitachon. 

What Mordechai is saying, is the most fundamental change of paradigm 
that has occurred in the history of Yisrael to that point. It sits behind the 
entire Tikun of Megillas Esther and Purim. 

 On the surface it seems like he is saying absolute nonsense. If you are asking 
someone to do something, and trying to convince them we are “counting on 
you” the last thing you tell them is, “it will work out anyway”. 

  

If I can say ֶרחֵאַ םוֹקמָּמִ םידִוּהְיּלַ דוֹמֲעַי הלָָצּהְַו חַור  then I cannot say the second 
part of the pasuk ּתוּכְלמַַּל תְַּעַגּהִ תאזָֹכּ תֵעְל םִאַ עדֵוֹי ימִו : 

Is Mordechai convinced that we really do not even need Esther to go in? 

What Mordechai says to Esther is its about you. If you are quiet at a time like 
this, then you are not only destroying yourself as an individual, but the entire 
historical line that has led to this moment. It was the instant that you could 
address everything that had gone wrong from the time your great grandfather 
Shaul HaMelech, that had led to the birth of  Haman to be born from Agag, and 
that had the תוכלמ   taken away from him to be given to ונממ בוטה עירה   which 
is now given back to you with those same words (see טי:א רתסא תליגמ ). Which 
is offering you – Esther - this unique opportunity.  

Hold on - what opportunity? I thought you just said it will work out anyway? 
You just said we don’t need you Esther? 

 The results are mechanically the same. If רחא םוקממ םידוהיל דומעי הלצהו חור 
you are the one who is the agent of those results then there is a 
difference. You will have reinserted the entire line of history that led to this 
moment and now no one will notice that there is or ever was an 
alternative. Because there wasn’t one - you were the alternative. 
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This is exactly as war works. 

The Rabeynu Bchaya in his introduction to Parshas Shlach says: 

׳ב:ג״י רבדמב  

)אל ,אכ ילשמ( העושתה 'הלו המחלמ םויל ןכומ סוס  

 תושעל ךרטציש רבד לכ השעיש )אכ ילשמ( הזה בותכב םדא לכ ריהזי ה"ע ךלמה המלש
וחכבש המ לכ עבטה ךרדבו  ןורסחב אלא לח וניא סנה יכ ,םימש ידיב ראשה רוסמישו ,

 םינינעו תולועפ םדאה השעיש ךרטצי ןכ לעו ,עבטה תדמ לע יונב םדאה תריצי רקיעו ,עבטה
ובל תולאשמ לע דומעלו וצפח ןהב גישהל תונכה ויהיש ,  

In this verse Shlomo HaMelech warns everybody to do whatever is in his power by 
using natural means to achieve his success. Beyond that, he must leave things to 
G’d. A miracle occurs only when all the natural means have been exhausted 
and have proven to be inadequate to produce the desired result. Man was 
created in such a way that he can cope with most problems by using natural 
means. 

 םויל תובכרמו םיסוסו ןייז ילכ ןיכיש ול יוארש ויביוא לע המחלמל תכלל הצורש ימכ
ויביוא דיב רסמי סנה לע ךומסיו ןיכמ וניא םאש ,המחלמ  יואר אוהש הלוח ול שיש ימכ וא ,

 םילכאמה ונממ עונמלו םיליעומה םילכאמה וליכאמו ,ולכאמל םימסו םידעסמ ול ןקתל
 יואר ןיא ויתונכה לכ עבטה ךרדב השעו וחכ לכב לדתשהו ותלכי לכ ול השעש רחאו ,םיקיזמה

הלאה תונכהב אל הלעתי םשב קר ונוצר לא עיגיש חוטבל ול  המחלמב דבאיש םדא שי יכ ,
ןהידעלבמ לצניש שיו תונכהה לכ םע   םיליעומה םילכאמה םע תומיש הלוח שיו ,

םיקיזמה םיערה םילכאמה םע האופר ול עיגתש שיו , 

If one plans to secure victory over an adversary in a confrontation one must 
strive to equip oneself with all of the necessary weapons and the quality of 
weapons needed to give one an advantage. In other words, in the days of Shlomo 
HaMelech one needed horses and chariots. (Today it is tanks and aircraft)  If one 
left everything to heaven one will find that heaven does not intervene on one’s 
behalf. If someone is sick and one prays for him to be healed such a prayer is 
useless unless one has first taken the measures known to help the patient to get 
well, such as giving him the type of food he needs, Only after one has taken all the 
measures known to medical science which are capable of curing such a patient 
does one ask heaven to do its part in curing the sick person at hand 

 הלעתי םשב קר םהיתונכהל האופרה ןינעב אלו המחלמה ןינעב העושתה רקיע ןיא כ"או 
 תרובגב אל )םש( ביתכו ,םתובצעל שבחמו בל ירובשל אפורה )׳ג:ז״מק םיליהת( ביתכ ןכש
העושתל סוסה רקש )גל םש( ביתכו ,הצרי שיאה יקושב אלו ץפחי סוסה . 

This is the deeper meaning of Psalms 147,3 םתובצעל שבחמו בל ירובשל אפורה , “He 
heals their broken hearts, and binds up their wounds.” It is also written in verse 
10 of that same psalm that “He does not prize the strength of horses, nor value 
the fleetness of men.” We have a third verse (Psalms 33,17) in which David 
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expressly ridicules those who place their trust in their horses by saying: “horses 
are a false hope for deliverance, for all their great power they provide no escape.” 

 לדתשהל לארשיל הרותה הוצת ךכלו ,ןכ ןיחיכומ םיקוספה בורו הרותה תנווכ תאז 
 וחלשישו ברוא ומישישו םהיביוא לע המחלמל םתולעב םיצולח ואציש הלאה תונכהב
 תושעל םדאה חכבש המ תושעל תונכה םה הלאה םינינעה לכ יכ ,םיביואה ירעב םילגרמ

עבטה השעמ לכ לע סנה לועפי ןכ רחאו ,עבטהו גהנמה ךרדב  ויה אל לארשיש פ"עאו ,
 ויה םאו ,שנועהו תוכזה יפ לע םא יכ עבטהו גהנמה ךרדב ןנוחצנ היה אלש יפל תאזל ןיכירצ
 לכמ ,םהמ םיבר וחצני םיביואה ןמ טעמ םיבייח ויה םאו ,םיבר םימע וחצני םהמ טעמ ןיאכז
 רוסמל ךכ רחאו הלאה תונכהב םתולדתשה לכ תושעל לארשיל הרותה תוצמ האב םוקמ
םלועל סנה לע ךומסת אל הרותה יכ ,ול העושתהש ימל ןינעה . 

Bnei Yisrael were right in doing what is humanly possible to gird themselves for 
war against the Canaanites including spying out how best to invade the land of 
Canaan. Setting ambushes, sending undercover agents, etc., are all legitimate 
ways for preparing an invasion and maximizing the chances of success. Once all 
these steps had been taken G’d would add whatever measure of supernatural 
assistance was needed to ensure success. The Torah does not make the 
performance of miracles the cornerstone of its dealings with mankind or the 
Jewish people. Miracles are exceptions, not norms. 

The Rabeynu Bchaya explains that a person needs to take personal 
responsibility and do everything in his power to succeed and only then will 
HKB”H provide that which needs to happen beyond the natural order. The 
Israeli army needs the best weapons, the best training, the highest motivated 
soldiers, the best commanders, the best plans. If they are prepared to the 100 
percent degree, then HKB”H comes in and makes sure there is success. 

If a person does 1 percent less than what is totally necessary, what you have 
done is “played the odds” and that is Amalek’s approach. 

The Gemara in Megilla 11a says: 

 םִידַָי תוּלְפשִׁבְוּ הרֶקָמְּהַ ךְמִַּי םִיתְַּלַצֲעבַּ״ :אָכהָמֵ אתָּשְׁרַָפּ אהְָל אחָתְִפּ הֵּל חתַָפּ רָזָעְלֶא יבִּרַ
 שׁוֹדקָּהַ לשֶׁ וֹאְנוֹשׂ השֲָׂעַנ ,הרָוֹתּבַּ וּקסְָע אֹלּשֶׁ לֵארָשְִׂיְל םהֶָל הָיהָשֶׁ תוּלְצַע ליבִשְׁבִּ ,״תִיבָּהַ ףוֹלדְִי
ךמָ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ  

Rabbi Elazar introduced this passage with an introduction from here: 
“Through laziness the rafters  ] hamekare [ sink in  ] yimakh [; and through 
idleness of the hands the house leaks ” (Ecclesiastes 10:18). Rabbi Elazar 
interprets the verse : Through the laziness of the Jewish people, who did not 
occupy themselves with Torah study , the enemy of the Holy One, Blessed be 
He , a euphemism for God Himself , became poor  ] makh [, so that, as it were,  

The Pasuk in Koheles that R’ Eliezer opens the learning of the Megilla translates 
“that through laziness the roofer gets weak”.  
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But the word  ַהרֶקָמְּה  also means the maker of coincidences, the one who 
uses Mikre. When one is lazy, even 1 percent lazy, not putting in 100 percent, 
not taking the opportunities given to you, you make all the coincidences that 
have added up in your life and throw them out. It לוכיבכ  weakens HKB”H 

There is a book called “The Biggest Bluff “ by Maria Konnikova in which she 
uses Poker as a metaphor to life and understanding the relationship of luck (the 
hand you are dealt) to skill – what you do with the hand you are dealt. 

She writes in her introduction:  

That's the thing about life: You can do what you do, but in the end, some things 
remain stubbornly outside your control. You can't calculate for dumb bad luck. As 
they say, man plans, God laughs. I could definitely detect a slight cackle. 

My reasons for getting into poker in the first place were to better understand that 
line between skill and luck, to learn what I could control and what I couldn't, and 
here was a strongly-worded lesson if ever there were: you can't bluff 
chance.  

From War we learn how to live. Our lives are lives that are made up of an 
infinite number of chance happenings, things that come out of the chaos and 
look like coincidence. If we take our lives seriously, if we take our 
opportunities and make our choices, only then HKB”H takes over, once we have 
put in everything necessary. Everything - 100 percent. 

ול בויא ןבמר  

 .םיבר םיקוספ וב ואבו , החגשהה ןינעב לודג ןינע שרפמ בותכה הז - ויניע קידצמ ערגי אל ז
 םדאה ןימ ישנא רומשיו חיגשי לאה יכ , החגשהב ונימאי המימתה הנומאהו הרותה ישנא יכ
 שיאל תתל םדא ינב יכרד לכ לע תוחוקפ ךיניע רשא הילילעה ברו הצעה לודג" בותכש ומכ
 הרותב אב אלו ןיבמ תובשחמ רצי לכו 'יי שרוד תובבל לכ יכ" :דוד רמאו ויללעמ ירפכו ויכרדכ
  קר תורבדמ ןניאש תוירבה ראש ישיא רמושו חיגשמ לאה היהיש האובנב וא

 'םאבצו םימשה' ללכב םיללכה תא רמוש
 ומע דימת םהיניעו םבל רשאכ יכ , םיקידצה תא רומשי הזה םעטה ןמו

 ויהלאב קבדה רומגה דיסחה יכ דע , הנש תירחא דעו הנשה תישארמ םהילע 'יי יניע ןכ
 לכמ דימת רמשנ היהי - םלועה יניינעמ ןינעב וב ותבשחמב קבדה , דרפי אלו דימת

 תכמ בשחֵָי ולאכ , דימת ול השעי סנב םהמ רמתשיו , עבטב םיוהה וליפא, ןמזה ירקמ 
 רמתשי ויהלאב קבדהל ותברק יפכו ;םיתעה ירקמל דספההו היוהה ינבמ םניא םינוילעה
 רשא ואטחב התימ בייחתי אל וליפאו , וישעמבו ותבשחמב לאה ןמ קוחרהו .הלועמ הרימש
 ילגר" :םולשה וילע דוד רמא :םיבר םיקוספ הזב ואבו .םירקמל  בזענו חלושמ היהי , אטח
 םיקוחרהו ;הרימשה תילכתב - וילא םיבורקה יכ , רמאומ די ךשחב םיעשרו רומשי וידיסח
  קזנה ןמ ליצמ םהל ןיאו םירקמל םינמוזמ ונממ

מ  חושמ ןינעו , םימחלנה ץלחה הרותה התוצ , תיעצמאה תאזה תכה ןמ םלועה בורש ינפמו
 יוג טעמב םיאצוי , םה םיואר םא יכ) "ובבלכ ויחא בבל תא סמי אלו" :םיאריה בישהל המחל
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דב גהנתהל םיואר יכ , ןינעה קר ;ומל ליעוי אל , םַע חוצנב םיבייח ויה וליאו , קשנ ילב םיחצונו
  םיכובנה הרומ רפסב הפי רואיב ל"צז ברה וראב הזה ןינעהו .הרקמהו עבטה ךר

  

The Ramban in his Peirush on Iyov on the Pasuk of “G-d never takes his eyes 
off of a Tzaddik” explains based on the Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim that there 
is a level where a person is completely close to G-d and does not remove Him 
from his consciousness for even a moment, then he will be Zoche to absolute 
protection. But being as most of Klal Yisrael is not there, therefore we require 
an army that is well trained and can fight and (with the help of G-d) succeed. 

With Purim approaching, which is a day of Teshuva and expanded 
consciousness, it is important for each and everyone of us to examine their 
lives, their opportunities and their תוקיבד  to HKB”H, the chaos and coincidences 
that have led us to the life we now lead and where our conscious lives are in 
order to be Zoche to HKB”H’s absolute protection. 

I want to end with one thought I found this week: 

Following the Yom Kippur war, in light of the thousands of families which at 
that time lost loved ones in the war Rav Chaim Shmulevitz ZT”L gave over the 
following thought after giving his Shmooze in the Mir. 

 ינא הזכו  ..ןתציחמב דומעל הלוכי הירב לכ ןיא דול יגורהד 'י ףד ב"בב ל"ז םרמאמ 'אה
 םתציחמב דומעל לוכי םלועה לכ ןיאש ונתלצה רובע םשפנ םירסומש הלא לע רמוא

He said based on the Gemara in Bava Basra about the Harugei Lod , two 
people who gave up their lives in order to save the entire community of 
Lod , the Gemara says no one in the world can stand in their presence 
above because they gave their lives for Yisrael. 

, לובג ילב אוה םהילע ללפתהל ונילע שיש בויחהו לארשי דעב םשפנ ורסמש םושמ אוהו
 ושפנ רסומש ימל ח"וק ,ול בייח ושפנ ל"ז ורמא ורבחל חתפ חתופה רובע קר ירהש
 אוה לובג ילב ונילע בויחה ונידעב

And the responsibility to Daven for them (the soldiers) has no boundary! As 
Chazal tell us based on that Moshe Rabainu had to receive permission from 
Yisro to go down to Mitzrayim out of Hakaras Hatov for him having opened his 
house to him, Chazal say one’s soul is responsible to him, how much greater for 
those who are risking their lives everyday for us that we owe boundless 
Hakaras Hatov to . 

Much more then a few lines of Tehillim every day -  לובג ילב ! Boundless. 
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Essay #19 

Esther, Dumbledore and the Overton Window 

March 14, 2024 

 ד"פשת 'ב רדא 'ד

It is a long standing tradition at Derech Etz Chaim to have "smoking" shiur the 
night of Purim. It is always amazing to have guys sitting and learning about 
Purim on Purim, before getting involved the next morning in the Mitzvas 
Hayom. So I am sending out this update as a Purim shiur, if you have time to 
read it on Purim - great - if not it is just as applicable the day after.   

יֵפַּלְכּ הוֹוחְמַ התְָיהָשֶׁ דמֵַּלמְ :רָזָעְלֶא יבִּרַ רמַָא .״הֶזּהַ ערָהָ ןמָהָ בֵיוֹאְו רַצ שׁיִא רתֵּסְֶא רמֶאתַֹּו״  

ןמָהָ יֵפַּלְכּ הּדָָי רטַסְָו ךְָאְלמַ אבָוּ ,שׁוֹרֵושְׁחַאֲ . 

“And Esther said: An adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman ” ) Esther 7:6 (. 
Rabbi Elazar said : This teaches that she was in fact pointing toward Ahasuerus , 
indicating that in fact he was an adversary and enemy , and an angel came and 
pushed her hand toward Haman. 

People don’t realize the Importance of that moment. When you read that 
Gemara it seems that Esther has lost control. She is going to point to 
Achashveirosh?! She is just about to ask to save the Jewish people, and get 
Haman killed and now she loses control? 

But that is not what is going on here. Esther prepared to point at 
Achashveirosh knowing precisely what she was doing, and it was courageous 
and essential for the entire העושי  of Purim. It also has profound implications for 
us present day. What Esther was doing at that moment was asserting reality 
even if it was unpleasant. It is certainly true that the assertion of an essential 
reality can be a terrible thing, because of the Overton window. But it is 
nonetheless a fundamental necessity in order to properly define, and properly 
pursue, and to ultimately win a war. 

If Esther felt she needed to assert in that moment the truth, it means to us that 
the assertion of reality however unacceptable it may be, is a necessity. (Even 
though she could only assert it for a moment and then it had to stop, that was 
necessary on a tactical level). 

The Overton window is an approach to identifying the ideas that define the 
spectrum of acceptability of governmental policies. It says politicians can act 
only within the acceptable range. 
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What this does is limit the conversation and the imagination and prevents any 
real confrontation with reality and therefore it prevents any ultimate paradigm 
shift. 

See the following article in the Wall Street Journal Feb 9, 2024 

America Is Having the Wrong Election 

“Candidates Trump and Biden share an interest in not owning up to the 
prospect of a global war”. 

The article goes on to state: “These are can-kicking answers by can-kicking 
politicians, understandably, because both know nothing good comes to them 
from bringing voters the truth. Twice in the last century it cost the U.S. and the 
world dearly when the U.S. couldn’t get its act together to supply an ounce of 
deterrence when it was needed. Here we are again.” 

  

Listening to Churchill prior to World War Two could have averted the loss of 
millions of lives. Except that he was viewed as crazy! 

Often, the ones who are saying the truth are seen as crazy. 

In the Megilla, until the moment that Esther pointed that finger, everything was 
defined by הפינח  sycophancy. 

What is sycophantic behavior? Praising people in authority in a way that is not 
sincere, usually in order to get some advantage from them. (as in the emperor 
has no clothes). 

We are told in Meseches Megilla is that was exactly what Esther was to 
Achashveirosh and that was what he loved about her – and she did it without 
any desire to get anything from Achashveirosh. But Esther could be anything 
she was expected to be she. She was completely malleable to him and that is 
why he loved her. 

 שׁקֵּיבִּ :ברַ רמַָא ,״תוֹלוּתבְּהַ לכׇּמִ ויָנָפְל דסֶחֶָו ןחֵ אשָּׂתִַּו םישִָׁנּהַ לכׇּמִ רתֵּסְֶא תֶא ךְֶלמֶּהַ בהֱַאֶיַּו״
 .םַעטָ — הָלוּעבְּ םַעטַ ,םַעטָ — הָלוּתבְּ םַעטַ םוֹעטְִל

 “And the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she obtained grace and 
favor in his sight more than all the virgins ” ) Esther 2:17 (. Rav said : This double 
language indicates that if he wanted to taste in her the taste of a virgin during 
intercourse , he tasted it, and if he wanted to experience the taste of a non-virgin, 
he tasted it, and therefore he loved her more than all the other women. 
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That means that the first time when reality had any place in the farcical events 
of the Megilla is when Esther pointed that finger. Because of it the Beis 
HaMikdash came about. 

One has to realize that the entire Geula ultimately has nothing to do with the 
original day of Purim, it only came about from what we call Shushan Purim. 
Purim was merely וכפהנו  it was turning the original letters around. 

ְו ֵעבְּ בוֹ,טַּכּ םי,דִוּהְיּהַ־לַע וּ,בתְִכּ ם,תֶַּא, ִכּ ךְֶל,מֶּהַ תַע,בַּטַבְּ וּ,מתְחְִו ךְֶל,מֶּהַ ם,שֵׁבְּ ,םֶכיֵני, ־רשֶׁאֲ ב,תְָכ־י,
׃בי,שִׁהְָל ןי,ֵא ךְֶל,מֶּהַ תַע,בַּטַבְּ םוֹ,תּחְַנְו ךְֶל,מֶּהַ־םשֵׁבְּ ב,תְָּכִנ  

And you may further write with regard to the Jews as you see fit. [Write it] in the 
king’s name and seal it with the king’s signet, for an edict that has been written 
in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet may not be revoked .”  

We can’t change anything so write whatever you can that would be acceptable 
as an interpretation of the original letters. םכיניעב בוטכ םידוהיל ובתכ  there is 
nothing I can do about this. If you are able to manipulate things great. So they 
threw in the words that “everyone should be ready to fight for their lives etc.” 
That is the meaning of וכפהנו  , we were able to shift it back around. 

But the entire time, throughout the story in the Megilla, everything was limited 
by “don’t even consider asking for the Beis Hamikdash”. Achashveirosh begins 
the conversation with Esther every single time with those words. That is 
because that type of political tension we can’t handle. 

 לכׇּ אֹלְו תוּכְלמַּהַ יִצחֲ .״שָׂעתְֵו תוּכְלמַּהַ יִצחֲ דַע ךְתֵשָׁקָּבַּ המַ הָכְּלמַּהַ רתֵּסְֶאְל ךְֶלמֶּהַ הָּל רמֶאיַֹּו״
 .שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תיבֵּ ןַיְנבִּ — וּהיִנ יאמַוּ ,תוּכְלמַַּל ץֵצוֹחשֶׁ רבָדָּ אֹלְו ,תוּכְלמַּהַ

“Then the king said to her” (Esther 5:3), to Esther the queen, “What is your wish, 
even to half the kingdom, it shall be performed ” (Esther 5:6). The Gemara 
comments that Ahasuerus intended only a limited offer: Only half the kingdom, 
but not the whole kingdom, and not something that would serve as a barrier to 
the kingdom , the building of the Temple ;  

The minute she asserts a moment of truth and says ביואו רצ שיא  and points that 
finger at Achashveirosh was the first moment that he gets up and walks out 
and needs perspective. He needs to think. 

ַיּהַ ה,תֵּשְׁמִּמִ ,וֹתמָחֲבַּ ם,קָ ךְֶל,מֶּהְַו ַנִּגּ־לֶא ןִי,  ן,תָיבִּהַ ת,

“The king rose in his fury from the wine banquet to the palace garden”  
 
He comes back and kills Haman and then when the day arrives, as he is 
screaming at Esther about the thousands of casualties He suddenly says, “you 
know what, it’s not about me, it’s about you. What would you like?” A sudden 
turnabout. 
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ָכְּלמַּהַ ר,תֵּסְֶאְל ךְֶל,מֶּהַ רמֶא,יַֹּו  תרֶ,שֲֶׂע ,תֵאְו שׁי,ִא תוֹ,אמֵ שׁ,מֵחֲ ד,בֵַּאְו םי,דִוּהְיּהַ ,וּגרְהָ ה,רָיבִּהַ ן,שַׁוּשׁבְּ ה,
ֵנבְּ ָנִּיְו >ךְתֵלָ>אֵשְּׁ־המַוּ וּ,שָׂע ה,מֶ ךְֶל,מֶּהַ תוֹ,נידִמְ ר,ָאשְׁבִּ ן,מָהָ־י, ָעתְֵו דוֹ>ע ךְ>תֵשָׁקָּבַּ־המַוּ ךְ>לָ ן>תֵ> ׃שׂ>  

“In Shushan alone the Jews have killed a total of five hundred men, as well as the 
ten sons of Haman. What then must they have done in the provinces of the realm! 
What is your wish now? It shall be granted you. And what else is your request? It 
shall be fulfilled .”  

 אבָּשֶׁ דמֵַּלמְ :וּהבָאֲ יבִּרַ רמַָא .״םידִוּהְיּהַ וּגרְהָ הרָיבִּהַ ןשַׁוּשׁבְּ הָכְּלמַּהַ רתֵּסְֶאְל ךְֶלמֶּהַ רמֶאיַֹּו״
ויִפּ לַע וֹרטָסְוּ ךְָאְלמַ . 

 Rabbi Abbahu said: This teaches that an angel came and slapped him on his 
mouth 

This time he doesn’t say תוכלמה יצח דע  why not? Esther is saying you need to 
give us the primary position in terms of your country. And if it means building 
a Beis HaMikdash then that is what it is going to take. And Achasveirosh 
accepted that. 

That is why on Shushan Purim it is the first time that we need to define a city 
based on the ןונ ןיב עשוהי תומימ לארשי ץראב םירע  , we need to define the 
difference of a Shushan Purim which is a totally different focus on the 
rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash and Eretz Yisrael and not just the saving of 
Yisrael across the world. 

 א קרפ הכונחו הליגמ תוכלה ם"במר
 רשע השמחב ןיארוק ןונ ןב עשוהי ימיב המוח תפקומ התיה אלש יפ לע ףא הריבה ןשוש
 ידכ עשוהי ימיב רבדה ולת המלו ,וב רשע השמחב חונו +'ט רתסא+ רמאנש סנה היה הבש
 ןשוש ינבכ ןיארוק ויהיש ידכ ,ןמזה ותואב הברח התיהש לארשי ץראל דובכ קולחל
 ימיב ןיפקומ ויהו ליאוה ןיברח התע ןהש יפ לע ףא המוח ןיפקומה ןיכרכ ןה וליאכ ובשחיו
  .הז סנב לארשי ץראל ןורכז היהיו עשוהי

 Why was the matter made dependent on the time of Joshua bin Nun? To give 
honor to the cities of Eretz Yisrael that were in ruin at the time of the Purim 
miracle. Although they are in ruin at present, this would allow them to read the 
Megillah on the fifteenth as do the inhabitants of Shushan, since they were 
surrounded by a wall at the time of Joshua. Thus the commemoration of the 
miracle would include a remembrance of Eretz Yisrael. 

This story has many implications. Esther understood that in order to be a total 
victor in a war, while being limited by that which is acceptable in an Overton 
window, is doomed to failure. Because then what happens is you are only 
fighting a proxy war in the sense that you are fighting the wrong issues which 
are only representing the real issues that actually count. Then you leave the 
true issues untouched, which means they simply regroup and fight you again 
stronger. Because all that is happening is “can kicking” instead of war. 
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If you go along with the Overton window you may win the battle, but you will 
ultimately lose the war. Esther needed to define that war if there was going to 
be a העושי  and it was only because of that moment of truth when she points 
that finger, that everything changed. 

It also says there is a need for clarity in spite of your options being limited by 
that Overton window – that is what the Malach is asserting when it pushes her 
hand away from Achashveirosh towards Haman. 

ןמָהָ יֵפַּלְכּ הּדָָי רטַסְָו ךְָאְלמַ אבָוּ ,שׁוֹרֵושְׁחַאֲ יֵפַּלְכּ הוֹוחְמַ התְָיהָשֶׁ דמֵַּלמְ :רָזָעְלֶא יבִּרַ רמַָא . 

Rabbi Elazar said : This teaches that she was in fact pointing toward Ahasuerus , 
indicating that in fact he was an adversary and enemy , and an angel came and 
pushed her hand toward Haman. 

This is not the time, but it needed to be done. What Esther accomplished is she 
set the entire future conduct of this war against Amalek in place and in the end 
she actually gets the Beis Hamikdash built. 

Fudging the issues is absolutely the wrong way to wage a war. That is 
represented well in the Harry Potter series by the man names Fudge! 

"Voldemort has returned," Dumbledore repeated. "If you accept that fact 
straightaway. Fudge, and take the necessary measures, we may still be able to 
save the situation. The first and most essential step is to remove Azkaban from 
the control of the dementors -" 

"Preposterous!" shouted Fudge again. "Remove the dementors? I'd be kicked out 
of office for suggesting it! Half of us only feel safe in our beds at night because we 
know the dementors are standing guard at Azkaban!" 

"The rest of us sleep less soundly in our beds, Cornelius, knowing that you have 
put Lord Voldemort's most dangerous supporters in the care of creatures who 
will join him the instant he asks them!" said Dumbledore. "They will not remain 
loyal to you, Fudge! Voldemort can offer them much more scope for their powers 
and their pleasures than you can! With the dementors behind him, and his old 
supporters returned to him, you will be hard-pressed to stop him regaining the 
sort of power he had thirteen years ago!" 

Fudge was opening and closing his mouth as though no words could express his 
outrage. 

"The second step you must take - and at once," Dumbledore pressed on, "is to 
send envoys to the giants. " 
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"Envoys to the giants?" Fudge shrieked, finding his tongue again. "What madness 
is this?" 

"Extend them the hand of friendship, now, before it is too late," said Dumbledore, 
"or Voldemort will persuade them, as he did before, that he alone among wizards 
will give them their rights and their freedom!" 

"You - you cannot be serious!" Fudge gasped, shaking his head and retreating 
further from Dumbledore. "If the magical community got wind that I had 
approached the giants - people hate them, Dumbledore - end of my career -" 

"You are blinded," said Dumbledore, his voice rising now, the aura of power 
around him palpable, his eyes blazing once more, "by the love of the office you 
hold, Cornelius! …. 

I tell you now- take the steps I have suggested, and you will be remembered, in 
office or out, as one of the bravest and greatest Ministers of Magic we have ever 
known. Fail to act - and history will remember you as the man who stepped aside 
and allowed Voldemort a second chance to destroy the world we have tried to 
rebuild!" 

"Insane," whispered Fudge, still backing away. "Mad. . . " 

"If your determination to shut your eyes will carry you as far as this, Cornelius," 
said Dumbledore, "we have reached a parting of the ways. You must act as you 
see fit. And I - I shall act as I see fit. " 

That is the second teaching of Esther, because she was in the same position. 
She was unable at that point to be completely open about the entire effort in 
the direction that she was looking towards, in the end of getting the support of 
Achashveirosh, but she understood that that did not make her finger pointing 
moot. In fact if you take a look at the Gemara she was bitterly opposed by the 
greatest members of Sanhedrin 

 תְַּא הָאְנקִ :הָּל וּחְלשָׁ !תוֹרוֹדְל יִנוּעבְקִ :םימִָכחֲַל רתֵּסְֶא םהֶָל החְָלשָׁ :הדָוּהְי רבַּ לֵאוּמשְׁ ברַ רמַָא
תוֹמּוּאהָ ןיבְֵל וּניֵלָע תרֶרֶוֹעמְ  

 Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda said: Esther sent to the Sages: Establish me for future 
generations . They sent to her: You will thereby arouse the wrath of the nations 
upon us 

And at the end of the entire story some of Sanhedrin had separated from 
Mordechai! 

 אֹלְו ,״ויחֶָא בוֹרְל״ .״ויחֶָא בוֹרְל יוּצרְָו םידִוּהְיַּל לוֹדָגְו שׁוֹרֵושְׁחַאֲ ךְֶלמֶַּל הֶנשְׁמִ ידִוּהְיּהַ יַכדֳּרְמׇ יִכּ״
ןירִדְהְֶנסַ תָצקְמִ וּנּמֶּמִ וּשׁרְיֵפּשֶׁ דמֵַּלמְ .ויחֶָא לכְׇל  
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“For Mordecai the Jew was second to the king Ahasuerus, and great among the 
Jews, and accepted by the majority of his brethren ” (Esther 10:3). The Gemara 
comments: The verse indicates that Mordecai was accepted only  “ By the majority 
of his brethren,” but not by all his brethren . This teaches that some members of 
the Sanhedrin parted from him 

The biggest argument we are having with the world and the United States in 
particular during this war, is over the idea of humanitarian aid – a world of 
דסח . The real focus of our war is between a world of Yisrael which is  דסח םלוע 
הנבי  and the  תאטח םימואל דסחו  

We, Yisrael, view דסח  as a commitment to life. To the Shechina to תישארב  to an 
advancement of a world. 

They, the Umos, view Chesed: 

 יוג לארשי ךמעכ ימו }גכ-ז ב לאומש{ ביתכד לארשי ולא יוג םמורת הקדצ רמאו רזעילא יבר
 אוה אטח ןישוע םיבכוכ ידבוע תומואש דסחו הקדצ לכ תאטח םימואל דסחו ץראב דחא
וב לדגתהל אלא ןישוע םניאש ןהל  

תאטח םימואל דסח  the Goyim and the west in particular, need to believe in their 
moral supremacy in order for them to have a world . Nobody understands that 
this is primal. It is Yisrael’s  םארבהב  vs the opposite. 

The war has boiled down to, do we have a right to abolish terrorism and evil 
even at the cost of human suffering, or as Sinwar  and Hamas are counting on, 
Israel will be stopped by the West's need for moral superiority, as witnessed 
this week with Canada putting an arms embargo on Israel, of Biden declaring 
that an invasion of Rafiach is a “red line” . (B”H the Israeli govt rebuffed the 
United States and even stated they will go into Rafiach even without the US's 
backing). 

My daughter in her position as part of ל"הצ רבוד  has been escorting and 
involved in the briefings and the intelligence sharing that the commission sent 
to Israel to investigate UNWRA and their involvement in terrorism. The people 
on the commission are outspoken anti-Israel and anti-Yisrael. UNWRA is their 
way of expressing their Chesed, their care for the poor Palestinians. An 
organization they need to keep propping up their ability to do דסח  to the 
Palestinians. The worst thing for them would be for the Palestinians to grow up 
as every nation does, and take responsibility for themselves. 

The idea of supporting a people, and a world which cannot function, which is 
anti-Darwinian, where a species that should not be able to survive – an entire 
culture that values death above all – is allowed to survive, supported to survive, 
by those who need to feel their moral supremacy. 
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What Yisrael learned on Shmini Atzeres is that being דסחתמ  with your enemy 
does not work. It was those who helped the people of Aza, who brought them 
into their homes who were murdered and kidnapped. We in Israel saved 
Sinwar’s life with a brain surgery! Those who thought that we should give the 
poor Palestinians a state and that we need to end our occupation. 

The world is committed to keeping a people who cannot and should not be able 
to survive alive through their idea of Chesed. We Yisrael, need to and are 
committed to life, to a world that works. That is our ultimate war. 
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Essay #19 - Part Two 

Follow up from Purim 

March 26, 2024 

 ד"פשת 'ב רדא ז"ט

We had a beautiful Purim here in Yeshiva as well as an Alumni Purim Seuda in 
Lakewood.  

On Shushan Purim night here in Yerushalayim we had a shiur where we 
discussed most of the issues brought in my last email #19. Through discussion 

we expanded on those ideas so before we close up Purim I wanted to share 
some additions to that dispatch. 

Haman says to Achashveirosh 

 ג קרפ רתסא

ָזּפֻמְ ד,חֶָא־םַע וֹ,נשְֶׁי שׁוֹ,רֵושְׁחַאֲ ךְֶל,מֶַּל ,ןמָהָ רמֶא,יַֹּו )ח(  ךָ,תֶוּכְלמַ תוֹ,נידִמְ ל,כֹבְּ םי,מִַּע,הָ ןי,בֵּ >דרָפֹמְוּ ר>
ָע־לָכּמִ תוֹ,נשֹׁ ם,הֶיתֵדְָו ָניֵא ,ךְֶל,מֶּהַ י,תֵדָּ־תֶאְו ם, ֶושֹׁ־ןיֵא ךְֶל,מֶַּלְו םי,שִׂעֹ ם,  :ם,חָיִנּהְַל ה,

Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and 
dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws 
are different from those of any other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; 
and it is not in Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them. 

He says that Klal Yisrael is splintered. Exactly the situation we were in here in 

Israel prior to Hamas's attack, and Hamas terrorists during interrogation 

admitted that they felt they could use that to their advantage and they thought 
that the attack would further polarize Yisrael. Everyone in Israel was so aware 
of the problem, that immediately at the beginning of the war חצננ דחי  became 
the mantra of the war. Everyone realized םידוהיה לכ תא סונכ ךל  was a must.  

The parallels between Amalek and Hamas in some ways seems quite obvious. 
(The government of Israel was brought to the High Court of Justice at the Hague 
for having called Hamas “Amalek” as proof that they are interested in 

Genocide!) but if you think about what Amalek did was attack us not in order to 

defeat Yisrael but as Chazal tell us to “cool off the bath” 

 חי:הכ קרפ םירבד י"שר

 םכב םחלהל םיארי תומואה לכ ויהש ,ךתחיתרמ חךרישפהו ךננצ ,םוחו רוק ןושל רחא רבד
 דריל הלוכי הירב לכ ןיאש תחתור יטבמאל לשמ .םירחאל םוקמ הארהו ליחתהו הז אבו
 םירחא ינפב התוא הרקה ט,הוכנש יפ לע ףא .הכותל דריו ץפק דחא לעילב ןב אב ,הכותב

Yet another explanation is that it is connected in meaning with the expression  רוק 
in the phrase “ םוחו רוק  cold and heat” and it means: he made you cold and 



85 
 

lukewarm after the boiling heat you had before. For all the nations were afraid to 
war against you and this one came and began to point out the way to others. A 
parable! It may be compared to a boiling hot bath into which no living creature 
could descend. A good-for-nothing came, and sprang down into it; although he 
scalded himself he made it appear cold to others  

Hamas just wanted to show that our deterrence was faulty – and they did. In 

doing so they wanted to show others how vulnerable Yisrael is and they were 
incredibly successful at doing that, so that Israel now has to destroy them, in 

order to rebuild its deterrent capabilities. (Which the United States right now is 
trying to prevent.) 

More than that, I believe it has been dif@icult for any of us to understand why 
wiping out Amalek, including women and children would be a Mitzva, but this 
war has taught us there are no non-combatants. 

On the issue of Chesed and morality which we spoke about, the entire story of 
Amalek’s survival came about because as we read in this past weeks Haftarah, 

Shaul and Klal Yisrael’s unwillingness to kill Agag and the animals and any 
remnant as commanded by HKB”H. They seemed to want to be more moral 
then G-d Himself. For that Shaul loses the Malchus. 

The paradigm of Chesed is Avraham Avinu who plays a large role in the 
background of the Purim story. 

 ב דומע י ףד הליגמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 ראשו םש לבבל יתרכהו' וגו םהילע יתמקו :אכהמ אתשרפ יאהל אחתיפ הל חתפ ןתנוי יבר
 .יתשו וז - דכנו ,תוכלמ הז - ןינ ,ןושל הז - ראש ,בתכה הז - םש' .ה םאנ דכנו ןינו

 Rabbi Yonatan introduced this passage with an introduction from here: “For I 
will rise up against them , says the Lord of hosts , and cut off from Babylonia 
name, and remnant, and offspring  ] nin [, and posterity, says the Lord ” (Isaiah 
14:22). : “ Name,” this is the writing of ancient Babylonia that will disappear from 
the world . “ Remnant,” this is the language of ancient Babylonia . “ Offspring,” this 
is their kingdom. And “posterity,” this is Vashti , who according to tradition was 
Nebuchadnezzar’s granddaughter, and the book of Esther relates how she too was 
removed from the throne. 

The destruction of Bavel in the opening Perek of the Megilla which sets up the 
entire story of Purim is the ultimate outcome of the battle between Avraham 
Avinu and Nimrod – Bavel, and the opposing outlooks towards the development 
of the world. Nimrod believed in power and control, anti spreading out and anti 
chaotic development , as opposed to Avraham Avinu who believed in total תוריח  

(freedom) and that the world would ultimately self organize as the Purim story 
expresses.   
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Mordechai is the ידוהי  the Gemara tells us: 

 א דומע גי ףד הליגמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 .הרז הדובעב רפכש םוש לע - ידוהי היל ירק יאמאו ,יתאק ןימינבמ םלועל :רמא ןנחוי יבר 
 .'וגו ןיאדוהי ןירבג יתיא ביתכדכ ,ידוהי ארקנ הרז הדובעב רפוכה לכש

 Rabbi Yoḥanan said a different explanation of the verse : Mordecai came from the 
tribe of Benjamin. Why , then , was he referred to as Yehudi ? On account of the 
fact that he repudiated idol worship, for anyone who repudiates idolatry is called 
Yehudi  

This was the original work of Avraham Avinu – @ighting Avoda Zara. 

The Medrash says דוהי  is like ידיחי  that he brought out the 

דוחי  (the oneness) of the Shechina in the world. Also Avraham Avinu’s Avoda. 

It comes out that this @ight between a world of Chesed which for Yisrael means 
to expand life, vs. a world of תאטח םימואל דסח  where Chesed is just used a as 
way to express moral superiority, is a battle that Purim focuses us on as well. 

 

We have Purim in Adar Sheni as the Gemara tells us הלואגל הלואג ךומסל  . We 
should be הכוז  soon to an absolute הלואג  a building of the Beis Hamikdash that 
Purim promises, and a world where רקש  has no place. 
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Essay #20 

PPPP, War, and Freedom 

April 10, 2024 

ד"פשת ןסינ 'ב  

It is important to start just by reminding everyone that we are still at war. Four 
more soldiers were killed just recently and there are over 130 hostages still 
being held in captivity by Hamas. There are also tens of thousands of residents 
of the northern part of Israel that are displaced and cannot go home due to the 
constant bombardment by Hizbullah. It is the @irst time in a long time that we 
enter Pesach with Jews who are physically in bondage. 

We are presently in the time referred to as PPPP (Post Purim Pre Pesach) 

sometimes it is used to explain the weakening of the Yeshiva Zman in terms of 
learning, other times the stress of getting ready for Pesach , but in truth the 
Gemara sees it as the time of הלואגל הלואג ךמסמ , a time that connects the 
Geula of Purim to that of Pesach, and becomes the reason we celebrate Purim 

during Adar Beis.  

Like every Moed we experienced this year, with the war going, on and the other 
issues facing Yisrael because of the ongoing war, Pesach and this period of time 
gain a tremendous amount of meaning, and gives us new insight into what we 
can focus on during such a unique and special time. 

We began Hagada shiur last week on my Sunday Zoom alumni shiur and we 
spoke about the question of the םכחה ןב  

 ו קרפ םירבד

ִכּ )כ( ָוִּצ ר>שֶׁאֲ םי>טִפָּשְׁמִּהְַו >םיקִּחֻ>הְַו ת>דֵֹעהָ ה>מָ ר>מֹאלֵ ר>חָמָ >ךְָנבִ >ךָלְאָשְִׁי־י> ָוקְֹי ה>  וּני>הֵֹלאֱ ק>
ֶכתְאֶ  :ם>

ִיהָ םי,דִבֲָע ,ךְָנבְִל ,תָּרְמַָאְו )אכ( ָוקְֹי וּנ,ֵאיִציַֹּו םִי,רְָצמִבְּ ה,עֹרְַפְל וּני, ָיבְּ םִי,רְַצמִּמִ ק,  :ה,קָָזחֲ ד,

ָוקְֹי ן,תִֵּיַּו )בכ( ִערְָו םי,ִלדְֹגּ םיתְִפמֹ,וּ ת,תֹוֹא ק, ֵניֵעְל וֹ,תיבֵּ־לָכבְוּ ה,עֹרְַפבְּ םִי,רְַצמִבְּ ׀םי,  :וּני,

ִצוֹה וּנ,תָוֹאְו )גכ(  :וּני,תֵבֹאֲַל ע,בַּשְִׁנ ר,שֶׁאֲ ץרֶ,ָאהָ־תֶא ,וּנ,ָל תתֶ,ָל וּנ,תָאֹ אי,בִהָ ,ןַע,מְַל ם,שָּׁמִ אי,

ֵוַּצְיַו )דכ( ָוקְֹי וּנ> ָוקְֹי־תֶא ה,ָארְִיְל הלֶּ>אֵהָ םי>קִּחֻהַ־לָכּ־תאֶ >תוֹשֲׂעלַ ק>  םי>מִָיּהַ ־לָכּ >וּנ>לָ בוֹ>טלְ וּני,הֵֹלֱא ק,
ֶזּהַ םוֹ,יּהְַכּ וּנ,תֵיֹּחְַל  :ה,

ִכּ וּנ,ָלּ־הֶיהְ,תִּ ה,קָדְָצוּ )הכ( ָוְצמִּהַ־לָכּ־תֶא תוֹ,שֲׂעַל ר,מֹשְִׁנ־י, ֵנְפִל תא,זֹּהַ ה, ָוקְֹי י, ָוִּצ ר,שֶׁאֲַכּ וּני,הֵֹלֱא ק,  ס :וּנ,

The context in the Torah of the םכחה ןב ‘s question is in terms of what are we 
supposed to be getting out of these Mitzvos and we are told in the Torah 

 . םימיה לכ ונל בוטל  

To be good for you. 
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The Pesach Seder is meant to bring us to achieving תוריח . As we are told Pesach 

is וניתוריח ןמז  , which does not mean the time we were freed, rather it is the 

time we achieve freedom. The Seder is very much set up for us to follow in 

the footsteps of the founder of the idea of תוריח – that being Avraham Avinu the 
original freedom @ighter.  

He connection of Pesach to Avraham Avinu on the most basic level, is that the 
דובעיש  in Mitzrayim was in response to Avraham Avinu’s question of עדא המב  , 

and הלואג  is what he is ultimately promised as we say at the pivotal point in 

the  Hagada: 

 ם,רָבְַאְל רמֶ,איַֹּו :רמאנש םירתבה ןיב תירבב וניבא םהרבאל רמאש ץקה תא בשח ה"בקהש
ֵג־יִכּ ע,דַתֵַּ ע,דָֹי ֶיהְִי ר, ֹל ,ץרֶ,ֶאבְּ ,ךֲָערְַז ה, ָנשָׁ תוֹ,אמֵ ע,בַּרְַא ם,תָאֹ וּ,נִּעְו םוּ,דבֲָעַו ם,הֶָל א, ַגְו :ה,  יוֹ,גּהַ־תֶא ם,
ֵכ־ירֵחֲַאְו יִכ,ֹנָא ן,דָּ וּד,בֲֹעַי ר,שֶׁאֲ  :לוֹ,דָגּ שׁ,ֻכרְבִּ וּ,אְצֵי ן,

The central idea of the Hagada revolves around that החטבה , the promise to 

Avraham Avinu. The journey we are on at the Seder is Avraham Avinu’s journey. 

Avrham Avinu’s journey begins with ךל ךל : 

We are told: 

 א קוספ בי קרפ תישארב

 ָ:ךּ,ֶארְַא ר,שֶׁאֲ ץרֶ,ָאהָ־לֶא ךָי,בִָא תי,בֵּמִוּ ,ךָתְּדְַלוֹ,מּמִוּ ,ךְָצרְַאמֵ ,ךְָל־ךְֶל ם,רָבְַא־לֶא ,קָוקְֹי רמֶא,יַֹּו

 א קוספ בי קרפ תישארב י"שר

 ךתבוטלו ךתאנהל - ךל ךל

Meaning that the original reason given to Avraham Avinu to listen to the תווצמ 

'ה  was in order for his own beneLit, for him to create his ultimate self. This is 
the answer given to the םכח  in the Torah when he asks ”what are these Mitzvos 
for?” ְםי>מִָיּהַ ־לָכּ >וּנ>לָ בוֹ>טל  

The Rambam introduces us to Avraham Avinu’s journey in Hilchos Avoda Zara 
Perek 1: 

 א קרפ הרז הדובע תוכלה ם"במר

 .וניבא םהרבא אוהו םלוע לש ודומע דלונש דע לגלגתמו ךלוה םלועה היה הז ךרד לעו

 היהו הלילבו םויב בושחל ליחתהו ןטק אוהו ותעדב טטושל ליחתה הז ןתיא למגנש ןויכ
 יא יכ ,ותוא בבסי ימו גיהנמ ול היהי אלו דימת גהונ הזה לגלגה היהיש רשפא ךאיה הימת
 ןיב םידשכ רואב עקשומ אלא רבד עידומ אלו דמלמ ול היה אלו ,ומצע תא בבסיש רשפא
 טטושמ ובלו םהמע דבוע אוהו םיבכוכ ידבוע םעה לכו ומאו ויבאו םישפטה םיבכוכ ידבוע
 דחא הולא םש שיש עדיו ,הנוכנה ותנובתמ קדצה וק ןיבהו תמאה ךרד גישהש דע ןיבמו
 ,ונממ ץוח הולא אצמנה לכב ןיאו לכה ארב אוהו לגלגה גיהנמ אוהו

Avraham Avinu was much less a religious philosopher then he was a scientist. 
He was concerned with discovering truth. His objection to Avoda Zara is that 
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it was leading the world away from a search for truth. It was closing their 
minds off from being able to discover truth. 

 י קרפ הבושת תוכלה ם"במר

 הלודג הלעמ איה וז הלעמו ,הללגב אבל הבוטה ףוסו תמא אוהש ינפמ תמאה השוע אלא
 וניבא םהרבא תלעמ איהו ,הל הכוז םכח לכ ןיאו דאמ

(Notice the stress on Avraham as a child asking questions – just like the המ 
הנתשנ ) 

The Rambam continues to explain Avraham Avinu's approach:  

 תורוצה תאו םיבכוכה תא םידבועש הז תועטל םהל םרגש רבדו םיעוט םלועה לכש עדיו
 ,םתעדמ תמאה דבאש דע

Notice it says “that which was causing the mistake was that they worshiped 

idols”, it does not say the mistake was that they worshiped idols. Avraham 

Avinu, and the Rambam is stressing this, was bothered by Avoda Zara for what 
it was doing to mankind’s ability to think and discover truth. Essentially Avoda 
Zara was enslaving the mind. 

The Rambam ultimately frames the point of םירצמ תאיצי  around this issue : 

 ג הכלה א קרפ הרז הדובע תוכלה ם"במר

 ץוח ןתומכ םיבכוכ דובעלו ןהישעמ דומלל ורזחו םירצמב לארשיל םימיה וכראש דע 
 היה טק טעמכו ,םיבכוכ תדובע יול טבש דבע אל םלועמו ,תובא תוצמב דמעש יול טבשמ
 ונתוא 'ה תבהאמו ,ןתויעתו םלועה תועטל בקעי ינב ןירזוחו רקענ םהרבא לתשש רקיעה
 ןויכ ,וחלשו םיאיבנה לכ לש ןבר וניבר השמ השע וניבא םהרבאל העובשה תא ורמשמו
 ותדובע ךרד םעידוהו תוצמב ןריתכה הלחנל לארשי 'ה רחבו וניבר השמ אבנתנש

The Mishna in Pesachim describing the order of the Seder says: 

 א דומע זטק ףד םיחספ תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 .הלוכ השרפה לכ רומגיש דע יבא דבוא ימראמ שרודו ,חבשב םייסמו תונגב ליחתמ

The Gemara expounds: 

 א דומע זטק ףד םיחספ תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 ויה םילולג תדובע ידבוע הלחתמ :רמא בר ?תונגב יאמ חבשב םייסמו תונגב ליחתמ
 .ונייה םידבע :רמא לאומשו .וניתובא

Halacha L’Maaseh we do both: 

 ז קרפ הצמו ץמח תוכלה ם"במר

 חרת ימיב וניתובא ויה הלחתבש רפסמו ליחתמ דציכ ,חבשב םייסלו תונגב ליחתהל ךירצו
 ול םוקמה ונברקש תמאה תדב םייסמו ,ז"ע רחא ןיפדורו לבהה רחא ןיעוטו םירפוכ וינפלמו
 לכו םירצמב הערפל ונייה םידבעש עידומו ליחתמ ןכו ,ודוחיל ונברקו םיעותה ןמ ונלידבהו
 יבא דבוא ימראמ שורדיש אוהו ,ונתוריחבו ונל ושענש תואלפנו םיסנב םייסמו ונלמגש הערה
 .חבושמ הז ירה וז השרפ שרדב ךיראמו ףיסומה לכו ,השרפה לכ רומגיש דע
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(Notice by the way, that the other central tenet of the Hagada is יבא דבוא ימרא  

which is about Avraham Avinu’s journey as well.) 

Avraham Avinu was the ultimate freedom @ighter. When Avraham Avinu asks : 

 וט קרפ תישארב

ָנדֹאֲ ר,מַאיַֹּו )ח( ִוקֱֹי י, ִכּ ע>דַאֵ ה>מָּבַּ ק,  :הָנּ>שֶׁרָי>אִ י>

And gets the answer we bring in the Hagada: 

ֵג־יִכּ ע>דַתֵַּ ע>דָֹי ם,רָבְַאְל רמֶ,איַֹּו ֶיהְִי ר, ֹל ,ץרֶ,ֶאבְּ ,ךֲָערְַז ה, ָנשָׁ תוֹ,אמֵ ע,בַּרְַא ם,תָאֹ וּ,נִּעְו םוּ,דבֲָעַו ם,הֶָל א,  :ה,
ַגְו ֵכ־ירֵחֲַאְו יִכ,ֹנָא ן,דָּ וּד,בֲֹעַי ר,שֶׁאֲ יוֹ,גּהַ־תֶא ם,  :לוֹ,דָגּ שׁ,ֻכרְבִּ וּ,אְצֵי ן,

He is wondering about a basic idea that drives Yisrael, and asking how can it 
be. What drove Avraham Avinu’s journey was his not getting stuck in any 
preconceived notions, he continually questioned all the “givens”, and through 

that he was Zoche to Eretz Yisrael. What could possibly keep his offspring on 

that path? He is told according to Chazal: 

 דמ השרפ ךל ךל תשרפ )אנליו( הבר תישארב

 תלפונ...ןוי וז ,הלודג...ידמ וז הכישח ...לבב וז ,המיא ,וילע תלפונ הלודג הכישח המיא הנהו
 םודא וז וילע

Chazal tell us that Avraham Avinu was shown all of the Galiyos at the time of 
the םירתבה ןיב תירב  the entire history of what Yisrael will endure before 
ultimately returning to Eretz Yisrael and the ultimate Geula. 

Avraham Avinu’s @ight for freedom – תוריח - focuses on two things Liberty and 

Freedom. 

לאומש ’s version of תונגב ליחתמ  of ונייה םידבע  , focuses on the lack of liberty. The 
inability to carry out any choice you might make. 

בר ’s version of תונגב ליחתמ  is  וניתובא ויה ז"ע ידבוע הליחתמ  focuses on freedom. 

One’s mind is free if they do not worship ז"ע  and have not already decided on 

the truth and bowed down to it. The two are both necessary to achieve תוריח   

and the two were part of Avraham Avinu’s quest for תוריח . 

Ultimate תוריח  is the ability to make signiLicant choices and carry them 

out. 

The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva says: 

 א הכלה ה קרפ הבושת תוכלה ם"במר

 םאו ,ודיב תושרה קידצ תויהלו הבוט ךרדל ומצע תוטהל הצר םא הנותנ םדא לכל תושר
 היה םדאה ןה הרותב בותכש אוה ,ודיב תושרה עשר תויהלו הער ךרדל ומצע תוטהל הצר
 ול המוד ינש ןימ ןיאו םלועב דיחי היה םדא לש הז ןימ ןה רמולכ ,ערו בוט תעדל ונממ דחאכ
 ץפח אוהש המ לכ השועו ערהו בוטה עדוי ותבשחמבו ותעדב ומצעמ אוה אהיש ןינעה הזב
 .ודי חלשי ןפ אוה ןכש ןויכו ערה וא בוטה תושעלמ ודיב בכעיש ימ ןיאו
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The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva is telling us that ultimate freedom as 
expressed in ultimate choice is in creating yourself. 

 ךתבוטלו ךתאנהל - ךל ךל

 םי>מִָיּהַ ־לָכּ >וּנ>לָ בוֹ>טלְ

The Gemara tells us that if Yisrael does not do Teshuva then: 

 א קרפ תינעת תכסמ )אנליו( ימלשורי דומלת

 הבושב ]וט ל 'יעשי[ רמאנש םלועל ןילאגנ ןיא הבושת ןישוע לארשי ןיא םא רמוא רזעיל יבר
 םלועל ןילאגנ ןניא הבושת ושעי אלו לארשי ודמעי םא יכו עשוהי יבר ול רמא ןועשות תחנו
 ןהו הבושת ןישוע ןה דימו ןמהכ השק ךלמ ןהילע דימעמ אוה ךורב שודקה א"ר ול רמא
 ןילאגנ

That happened to Yisrael not so long ago, yet it did not help? Hitler ש"מי  was 
de@initely the worst that could happen, yet we did not do ultimate Teshuva why 
was that? 

 

It would seem to be because in our minds we had something we could go back 
to. Yisrael was not yet ready to move on, we wanted to rebuild. Rebuild the 
Yeshivas, the Kehillas in Chutz L’Aretz, rebuild the way of life. Not move 
forward but rebuild back.  

In order to achieve תוריח  on the level of Avraham Avinu you need to be 
completely free from any notion of what I would “have to go back to”. Complete 

תוריח  means I am not held back to prior conceptions, as does complete Teshuva. 

 ב קרפ הבושת תוכלה ם"במר

 ואטח אטוחה בוזעיש אוה הבושתה איה המו...

 הליבטה ןיאש ודיב ץרשו לבוטל המוד הז ירה בוזעל ובלב רמג אלו םירבדב הדותמה לכ
 ץרשה ךילשיש דע ול תלעומ

On Purim this was the choice that Esther made; a total loss of her past. 

 א דומע וט ףד הליגמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 .ךממ דבוא ךכ אבא תיבמ יתדבאש םשכ - יתדבא יתדבא רשאכו 

In her going forward her past was completely lost. Ultimate תוריח  is that which 

allowed her to become Esther and create Purim. . This period of time brings us 
from the accomplishments of Purim to the Geula of Pesach. 

It is telling that in Israel, since the war broke out on Shmini Atzeres the new 

word in the lexicon often used is היצפסנוק  conception. It was the prior 
conception that was completely wrong, it was the conception that held us back. 

Everyone in Israel senses that there needs to be a new way forward. No 

reconstruction of previous paradigms (just this time better) - rather new 
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paradigms must be constructed (even a quest for new leadership) . Every part of 
society here feels that way. 

See this article in the Atlantic speaking about the changes in US Jewish life.  

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2024/04/us-anti-semitism-jewish-

american-safety/677469/   

This Pesach we can achieve תוריח  by getting away from the היצפסנוק – our 
previous conceptions in our own lives and moving forward. Ultimate freedom 

means our ability to think anew, to get away from the things that hold us back, 

our preconceived notions. Our take on “the way things are” . This war has given 

us all that chance to “wake up” and achieve תוריח . 

We should be Zoche to complete freedom this Pesach. A freedom of the 
hostages held in captivity and a more importantly as a nation, freedom of our 
minds that holds us back from doing ultimate Teshuva. 

  

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2024/04/us-anti-semitism-jewish-american-safety/677469/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2024/04/us-anti-semitism-jewish-american-safety/677469/
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Essay #21 

Getting Old 

May 1, 2024 

ד"פשת ןסינ ג"כ  

I want to apologize for how long this one is. The ideas have been perculating over 
Pesach and it took allot to express them. 

I hope you all had a wonderful and meaningful Pesach. I spent Pesach with my 
children in the Golan on Moshav Nov. Though it was calm, pastoral and a great 
place to relax (as many of you know from when you were in Yeshiva and we 
spent a Shabbos in Nov) , you still are aware that there is a war going on. Erev 
Pesach just hours before the Seder, Hizbullah launched a major missile attack 

on the Galil which we could hear, and then the Israeli response , we heard the 
@ighter jets bombing . It’s a funny thing when even children can recognize those 
noises for what they are ! B”H no sirens over Chag. 

30 members of the Moshav, including my son are in Miluim as the Kitat 
Konenut, meaning they are in charge of securing the Moshav and are fully 
armed and in uniform at all times and rotate shifts on security of the Moshav. 
Every settlement in the Golan is like that, as I saw when I visited Sam Sadoff in 

Chispin, where I had to drive past the soldiers behind the sandbags protecting 
the entrance of the Yishuv, (and where I was able to walk through the skeleton 

of his home that he is building in the Yishuv. More of you should be Zoche to 

build homes in Eretz Yisrael!) 

It has been well stated that לאגיל ןידיתע ןסינב ולאגנ ןסינב  , this year, Nissan 5784, 

has been extremely conspicuous and important to anyone that has paid 
attention to the happenings and the effects on Yisrael as a nation. This year the 
Hagada came alive in a brand new way like never before. 

The Hagada says: שדוח שארמ לוכי  

The Hagada brings a אנימא הוה  that I would have thought the Mitzva of Sippur 
Yetzias Mitzrayim begins on Rosh Chodesh Nissan. 

הנשה ישדוחל םכל אוה ןושאר הזה שדוחה  

The immense importance of the idea of שדוח  and newness permeate Nissan and 

Pesach. It is not only the םכל הזה שדוחה  but also the fact that we bring the ןברק 

רמוע  and שדח  , the new grain becomes permissible to eat on Pesach. It is easy 
to understand how newness is connected to  תוריח  . Seeing things new, being 
able to act in new ways, is an obvious step to getting out of that which holds us 
back. (see essay #20) but it is much more than that. 
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This is not a small cute issue, because the Torah states the destruction of ץרא 

לארשי  is from ןשי . As we read on Tisha B’Av 

הכ:׳ד םירבד  

ִכּ ֵנבְוּ ,םיִנבָּ די,ִלותֹ־י, ִנבָ י,  ע,רַהָ ם,תֶישֲִׂעַו ל,כֹּ תַנוּ,מתְּ ,לסֶ,ֶפּ םתֶי,שֲִׂעַו ם,תֶּחַשְׁהְִו ץרֶ,ָאבָּ ם>תְֶּנשַׁוֹנְו םי,
ֵניֵעבְּ ָוהְי י,  ׃ו,סֹיִעְכהְַל ךָי,הֶֹלֱא־ה,

י"שר  

 ,"םתְֶּנשַׁוֹנְו" ןַיְנמְִכּ הָנשָׁ םִיתַּשְׁוּ םישִּׁמִחֲַו תוֹאמֵ הֶנוֹמשְׁ ףוֹסְל הָנּמֶּמִ וּלְגִיּשֶׁ םהֶָל זמַרָ .םתנשונו
 אֹלּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ ,"םתְֶּנשַׁוֹנְוִ"ל םיִנשָׁ יתֵּשְׁ םידִּקְהְִו ,םישִּׁמִחֲַו תוֹאמֵ הֶנוֹמשְׁ ףוֹסְל םָלְגהְִו םידִּקְהִ אוּהְו
 קידִַּצ יִכּ וּניֵלָע הֶָאיבְִיַו הָערָהָ לַע דקֹשְִׁיַּו" )'ט לאינד( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ וּהֶזְו ,ןוּדבֵאתֹּ דבָֹא יִכּ םהֶבָּ םֵיּקַתְִי
 ןיטיג ;ח"ל ןירדהנס( הָּנּמְַז יֵנְפִל םיִנשָׁ יתֵּשְׁ הָּאיבִהֲַל רהֵמִּשֶׁ וּנמִָּע השָָׂע הקָדְָצ – "וּניהֵֹלֱא 'ה
 :)ח"פ

The destruction  of the Beis Hamikdash and the loss of Eretz Yisrael is in terms 
of םתנשונו  things getting old. If you are living in Eretz Yisrael the same way you 

were 100 years ago or whenever, you lose it. It must always be new.  

This idea that Rashi brings from the Gemara that םתנשונו  equals 852 and that 
the Galus took place 850 םתולגהל םינש יתש םידקה  . 

 אֹלּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ ,"םתְֶּנשַׁוֹנְוִ"ל םיִנשָׁ יתֵּשְׁ םידִּקְהְִו ,םישִּׁמִחֲַו תוֹאמֵ הֶנוֹמשְׁ ףוֹסְל םָלְגהְִו םידִּקְהִ אוּהְו
 ,ןוּדבֵאתֹּ דבָֹא יִכּ םהֶבָּ םֵיּקַתְִי

This means that if you get to the state where you are totally םתנשונו  there 

is no recovery! It is possible for us to get to a state of םתנשונ  that we are so 

completely unaware of what is happening, and that our mind is de@ined by 
everything that was, so we have lost any ability to think, any ability to be free 
and any ability to start something afresh, so that there would be no way to get 
us restarted again – therefore ןודבאת דבא ! You are totally lost! It is an incredible 
warning! 

Chodesh Nissan 5784 has brought with it a new understanding of both the local 
situation in Eretz Yisrael, and the overall situation within Klal Yisrael and our 
history. The attack by Iran at the opening of Nissan against Israel, and the 

miraculous protection that HKB”H provided was an amazing םויק of what we 
spoke about previously in essay #18 העושתה 'הלו המחלמ םויל ןכומ סוס  

An open miracle that needs to be appreciated. 100% success against over 
350 missiles! Never happened in military history. I personally was shocked 

to leave the bomb shelter and check the news and hear there was ZERO 
damage. But that open miracle, and that attack also allowed everyone to 

understand that we are not dealing with what initially people could pretend 
was a local happening, with Israel having to deal with some gang of terrorists, 
but rather what  we are talking about is a global political restructuring, which 

rede@ines all of the past seven months and focuses it on the moment far beyond 
what we understood at the beginning of the war. 
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Throughout these past months, and as discussed in these essays, we have 
understood that this is where we were heading. But the events that have 
happened during Chodesh Nissan  have begun to show some incredible 
changes. Together with the open intervention of the Yad Hashem!  

We have now begun to understand and have our own recognition of רוד לכב 

 this is an amazing change, so relevant and real. There  וניתולכל ונילע םידמוע רודו
is almost not a single Ben Yisrael in the entire world, no matter how 

disconnected, that doesn’t understand that actuality. I have been following the 
news over the past weeks of what is going on in the US on college campuses. In 

some ways I had thought the anti-Yisrael movement had died down, and you 

would think after the Iranian attack there would be even more understanding 
of the position of Yisrael – but the exact opposite has happened. The rhetoric is 
now much more open “Jews go home” “Kill the Jews”, not just Israel which was 
code for the Jews, but straight forward open antisemitism or even deeper, anti 
Yisrael. Alan Dershowitz compared what is happening on college campuses to 

that which took place in the universities in Hamburg and Berlin in 1933 which 

led to the rise of Hitler ש"מי  . If HKB”H ever wanted to send a message there 
was no more an appropriate time then Chodesh Nissan, םידיתע ןסינב ולאגנ ןסינב 

לאגיל  . 

Understand the implications of these rallies that have spread across the entire 
US and even Europe. It is literally יבא דבוא ימרא . It is לכה תא רוקעל שקיב ןבל . It 
was Lavan’s approach to put Yaakov on the defensive, that he was the one doing 
wrong. 

Rachel tells Yakov (Gemara Megilla 13b) 

 .הּיֵל תְַּלְכָי אָלְו אוּה האָמָּרַ אבָּאַ וּהימִ ,ןיִא :הּיֵל הרָמַאֲ

And what does he do every time?: 

ֹלהֲ י,ִלּ תָי,שִָׂע ,תאזֹּ־המַ ן,בָָל־לֶא רמֶא,יַֹּו ה,ָאֵל או,הִ־הֵנּהְִו רקֶ,בֹּבַ י,הְִיַו ָלְו ךְ,מִָּע יתִּדְ,בַָע ,לחֵרָבְ א,  המָּ,
׃יִנ,תָימִּרִ  

ֵכ ה>שֶָׂעֵי־אֹל ן>בָלָ רמֶא>יַֹּו ֵנפְלִ ה>רָיִעְצּהַ ת>תֵלָ וּנ>מֵוֹקמְבִּ ן>   ׃ה>רָיִכבְּהַ י>

Or 

ַיַּו ִנבָּהְַו י>תַֹנבְּ תוֹ>נבָּהַ ב>קֲֹעַי־ל>אֶ רמֶא>יַֹּו ן>בָלָ ןַע> ִנאצֹ ןא,צֹּהְַו >יַנבָּ םי>  אוּ,ה־יִל ה,ֶארֹ ה,תַָּא־רשֶׁאֲ ל,כְֹו י,
ָלָי ר,שֶׁאֲ ן,הֶיֵנבְִל וֹ,א םוֹ,יּהַ ,הֶלּ,ֵאָל ה,שֱֶׂעֶא־ה,מָ י,תַֹנבְִלְו  ׃וּד,

The power of Lavan is to turn the tables. Make you look bad. In the US now 

Israel is the evil and Hamas are the ones they are rooting for! It’s an insane 
Lavan world! 

One has to remember that the idea we speak about in the Hagada of רוד לכב 

וניתולכל ונילע םידמוע רודו  is the trigger here in the Hagada for the Pasuk of ימרא 

יבא דבוא  which is said at the time of   ץראה תשורי , it is  what you declare when 
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bringing  Bikurim, and it becomes the trigger for the entire Avoda of Pesach 

itself. 

 ד:י םיחספ הנשמ

 :הָּלֻּכ השָׁרָָפּהַ לכֹּ רמְֹגִיּשֶׁ דַע ,יבִאָ דבֵוֹא ימִּרַאֲמֵ שׁרֵוֹדְו ,חבַשֶׁבְּ םֵיּסַמְוּ תוּנְגבִּ ליחִתְמַ

 ד:ז הצמו ץמח 'לה ם"במר

 ךְירִאֲמַוּ ףיסִוֹמּהַ לָכְו .השָׁרָָפּהַ לָכּ רמְֹגִיּשֶׁ דַע )ה וכ םירבד( "יבִאָ דבֵאֹ ימִּרַאֲ"מֵ שׁרדְִיּשֶׁ אוּהְו
 :חבָּשֻׁמְ הֶז ירֵהֲ וֹז השָׁרָָפּ שׁרַדְבִּ

That is the entire Hagada . that is the Mitzva 

That means that the response that we have to the  לכב  וניתולכל ונילע םידמוע 

 האצי וליאכ ומצע תא תוארל םדא בייח רודו רוד לכב which is tied into the רודו רוד

 .these two are very clearly set, they are juxtaposed  םירצממ

When it says רודו רוד לכב  it is not just referring to a period of time, it is 
referring to the concept of a רוד  which is a new level of paradigm. Things that 
cannot yet be said or understood in a previous רוד  , can now only be 
understood in a new generation , it is much more than the passing of years. 
This means there is a tremendous demand on a completely fresh way of 
experiencing what it is that was experienced at Yitzias Mitzrayim. 

Those events of Yetziyas Mitzrayim passed through stages. And those stages are 
so central, that the Torah uses the very beginning of Yitzas Mitzrayim םחני ןפ 

םירצמ ובשו המחלמ התוארב םעה  to teach us this lesson: 

ֱ-א רמַָא יִכּ אוּה בוֹרקָ יִכּ םיתִּשְִׁלְפּ ץרֶֶא ךְרֶדֶּ םיהִֹלֱ-א םחָָנ אֹלְו םָעהָ תֶא העֹרְַפּ חַלּשַׁבְּ יהְִיַו"
 .המְָירְָצמִ וּבשְָׁו המָחְָלמִ םתָאֹרְבִּ םָעהָ םחֵָנִּי ןֶפּ םיהִֹל

 דכ  'ג קלח םיכובנ הרומ

 םחרט אלולש עודיו .החונמה לע הדמתההמ הברע רתוי החונמה לא חרוטה ןמ האיציה יכ
 הז הרות׳ה הרמא רבכ – היבשויב םחלהל אלו ץראה שובכל םילוכי ויה אל רבדמב םלמעו
 ךרד םעה תא םיהלא בסיו ,המירצמ ובשו המחלמ םתוארב םעה םחני ןפ םיהלא רמא יכ״
 איהו – הרובגה ונתי למעהו הסנרפה קוצו ,הרובגה ריסת החונמה יכ – ״ףוס םי רבדמה
 .׳םתירחאב׳ ןינעה הזב האב רשא ׳הבוט׳ה

It is indeed a fact that the transition from trouble to ease gives more pleasure 
than continual case. It is also known that the Israelites would not have been able 
to conquer the land and Right with its inhabitants, if they had not previously 
undergone the trouble and hardship of the wilderness. Scripture says in reference 
to this: “For God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see 
war, and they return to Egypt. But God led the people about, through the way 
of the wilderness of the Red Sea; and the children of Israel went up harnessed out 
of the land of Egypt” (Exod. 13:17, 18). Ease destroys bravery, whilst trouble and 
care for food create strength; and this was [also for the Israelites] the good that 
ultimately came out of their wanderings in the wilderness. 
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The Rambam explains that you cannot ask why doesn’t HKBH just give us the 
ability to face the Plishtim? You cannot ask that, because the nature of the 
entire Torah is the developmental process of Yisrael at each stage pointing the 
way to how you can achieve that . 

Pesach itself we @ind expressed as a process throughout the Torah , the original 
message to Moshe Rabainu when Hashem sends him is: 

 די:ג תומש

ֶיהְ>אֶ ה,שֶׁמֹ־לֶא ,םיהִֹלֱא רמֶא,יַֹּו ֶיהְ>אֶ ר>שֶׁאֲ ה> ֵנבְִל ,רמַאתֹ ה,כֹּ רמֶא,יַֹּו ה> ֶיהְ,ֶא ל,ֵארָשְִׂי י, ֶכיֵלאֲ יִנ,חַָלשְׁ ה,  ׃ם,

 י"שר

 ,ויָנָפְל רמַָא .תוֹיֻּכלְמַ ראָשְׁ דוּבְּעשִׁבְּ םמִָּע הֶיהְאֶ רשֶׁאֲ וֹז הרָָצבְּ םמִָּע הֶיהְאֶ .היהא רשא היהא
 תָּרְמַָא הֶפָי וֹל רמַָא ,וֹז הרָָצבְּ םָיּדַּ ?תרֶחֶַא הרָָצ םהֶָל ריִכְּזמַ יִנאֲ המָ ,םָלוֹע לשֶׁ וֹנוֹבּרִ

What Avraham Avinu is told at the םירתבה ןיב תירב  in answer to his question of 
עדא המב  is:  הלודג הכישח המיא  which we spoke about in a previous essay, a 

reference to all of the Galuyos to come.  We are told there are stages to our 
development but that ultimately Yisrael as a nation self-achieves what it must. 

Whatever expectations we have of Geula we can expect tough times that will 
test us and challenge us. Pesach is used as a template by Chazal in the way we 
experience Geula. לאגיל םידיתע ןסינב לאגנ ןסינב  which is part of taking Mitzrayim 

as the המיא  as the @irst step in a process that leads to the  that  תלפונ הלודג הכישח
is the וניתולכל ונילע םידמוע רודו רוד לכבש הדמעש איהו  , and it is  the closing of 
Magid in the Hagada 

ָ יְי ןֵכּ .רוֹרמָוּ הָצּמַ וֹבּ־לָכֱאֶל הֶזּהַ הָלְיַלּהַ וּנָעיִגּהְִו ,םִירְַצמִּמִ וּניתֵוֹבאֲ־תֶא לַאָגְו וּנָלָאְגּ רשֶׁאֲ
 םיחִמֵשְׂ ,םוֹלשָׁלְ וּנתֵארָקְלִ םיאִבָּהַ םירִחֵאֲ םילִָגרְלְִו םידֲִעוֹמלְ וּנֵעיִגַּי וּניתֵוֹבאֲ יהֵֹלאֵו וּניהֵֹלאֱ
 ריקִ לַע םמָדַָּ עיִגַּי רשֶׁאֲ םיחִסְָפּהַ ןמִוּ םיחִבְָזּהַ ןמִ םשָׁ לַכאֹנְו .ךָתֶדָוֹבֲעבַּ םישִׂשְָׂו ךָרֶיִע ןַיְנבִבְּ
 וּנשְֵׁפַנ תוּדְפּ לַעְו וּנתֵלָּאְֻגּ לַע שדָחָ רישִׁ ךָלְ הדֶוֹנְו ,ןוֹצרְָל ךָחֲבְַּזמִ

Pesach cannot just be tradition. It cannot just be nostalgia. Avraham 

Avinu’s biggest worry, and the reason he asked the question of עדא המב  

was exactly for that reason, that is what he is worried about.  The 

conversation leading into the question Avraham Avinu asks HKB”H: 

 ג:ו״ט תישארב

ָנדֹאֲ ם,רָבְַא רמֶא,יַֹּו ִכֹנָאְו י,ִל־ןתֶּתִּ־המַ ,הִוהֱי י, ֶעילִאֱ קשֶׂ>מֶּדַּ אוּ,ה י,תִיבֵּ קשֶׁ,מֶ־ןבֶוּ י,רִירֲִע ךְ,ֵלוֹה י,  ׃רֶז>

 י"שר

 :םירִחֵאֲַל וֹבּרַ תרַוֹתּמִ הקֶשְׁמַוּ הלֶוֹדּ ןוֹקירִטָוֹנ וּשׁרְדָ דוּמְלתַּבַוּ ..קשמד

הקשמו הלוד  is just to repeat it over . That is without any  שודיח just 
tradition being passed on. That Avraham Avinu understood could happen, 

that is what he was afraid of happening. How could they be שרוי  was the 
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question, how would Yisrael move forward anew and achieve  תוריח real 
freedom, which nostalgia holds us back from. 

 אי:ג״י תומש

ָיהְָו ִכּ ה, ִנֲעַנְכּ,הַ ץרֶ,ֶא־לֶא ,הָוהְי ,ךָאֲ,בְִי־י, ַלְו ,ךְָל ע,בַּשְִׁנ ר,שֶׁאֲַכּ י, ָנתְָנוּ ךָי,תֶבֹאֲ,  ׃ךְ,ָל הּ,

 י"שר

  :תוֹבָא תשַּׁרֻיִכּ ךָיֶניֵעבְ יהִתְּ לַאְו ,םוֹיּבַּ וֹבּ ךְָל הָנתְִּנ וּלִּאְכּ ךָיֶניֵעבְ אהֵתְּ .ךל הנתנו

The night of the seder: 

 'ו ׳ז הצמו ץמח תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ

 םִירְַצמִ דוּבְּעשִּׁמִ התַָּע אָצָי וֹמְצַעבְּ אוּה וּלּאְִכּ וֹמְצַע תֶא תוֹארְהְַל םדָָא בָיּחַ רוֹדָו רוֹדּ לָכבְּ
 הרָוֹתּבַּ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ הָוִּצ הֶז רבָדָּ לַעְו .'וֹגְו "םשָּׁמִ איִצוֹה וּנתָוֹאְו" )גכ ו םירבד( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ
 :תָידְֵּפִנְו תוּרחְֵל תָאָצָיְו דבֶֶע תָיִיהָ ךָמְְצַעבְּ התַָּא וּלִּאְכּ רמַוֹלְכּ תָיִיהָ דבֶֶע יִכּ תָּרְַכָזְו

אצי התע  means like you left NOW. It is clear it doesn’t mean see yourself a long 
time ago as going out of Mitzrayim. That is not the point of the Seder. Rather 
translate the original Yetziya into now. You can only go beyond, not just 
reviewing. Anything less than that would be a violation of the answer to 

Avraham Avinu of  עדת עודי  , which means you are back asking the question 

הנשריא יכ עדא המב , how do I know that it will become an internal possession 

and world view of those who are שרוי  me. It has to become an internal 
possession not just the keeping of traditions. The הריכז  of םירצמ תאיצי  is not 
commemorative it is immediate! 

The Seder is built in a way to make this point clear. We begin with the המ 

הנתשנ  , a child like vision of reality. What I see, not what I think about it. Then 

go to םינקז ונלוכ וליפא  it needs to be an incorporated reality.  

 ״וֹכּרְדַּ תישִׁארֵ יִנָנקָ ׳ה״ :רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ ,המְָכחׇ הָנקָּשֶׁ ימִ אָלֶּא ןקֵָז ןיֵא :רמֵוֹא יִליִלְגּהַ יסֵוֹי יבִּרַ

Then you have the השעמ  of R Eliezer ben Azarya 

 הנש םיעבש ןבכ ינא ירה

 ה:׳ו:׳א תומבי ימלשורי דומלת

 יתנקז םג יתייה רענ וילע ארקו הירזע ןב רזעל יבר תא האר

He is the only one who is both young and old! 

Eric Hoffer once beautifully said: In times of change, learners inherit the 
earth, while the learned @ind themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a 
world that no longer exists.” 

We are presently experiencing these changes, we need to be “learners”,  but 
all the while there is also a growing desperation to inertia. To things not to 

change. To staying comfortable where we are – both physically and beyond. We 
need to think about what the implications of that are. 
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Nissan 5784 is an amazing time. It is a time to actualize and internalize the 
הדיתעה הלואג  to be ready to move beyond inertia, to be free! HKB”H showed us 

his love with the amazing miracle, and he is showing us what we are capable of 
if we are ready to go through crises. 

Any day now Israel has to decide if it will @inish the job and go into Ra@iach. I 
personally know soldiers just waiting to go, who have been in Aza for three 
weeks including Leil HaSeder. Ready to do the job that Yisrael needs to do. All 
this going on while the hate and distrust of the entire world is breathing down 
our backs, ready to stop us. Calling us evil. Calling us genocidal. It is time for all 
of us to wake up, I would like to say it is time for all of us to come home, 
HKB”H is calling. Let us not be the ones who at Yetziyas Mitzrayim were so 

attached to their comfort and inertia that  Chas VeShalom: 

 ׃םִי,רְָצמִ ץרֶ,ֶאמֵ ל,ֵארָשְִׂי־יֵנבְ וּ,לָע םי,שִׁמֻחֲַו

 ואְצָי השָּׁמִחֲמֵ דחָאֶ םישִׁמֻחֲ
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Essay #23 

Independence 

May 13, 2024 

 ד"פשת רייא 'ה

The 76th Yom HaAtzmaut is a good time to contemplate and review the 
situation of the State of Israel and how it touches us. Here in Israel, beginning 
with Holocaust remembrance day, (Yom HaShoah), begins a series of what are 
called the םיימואל םימי  , National Days, with this year every one of them being 
tied to the present war and the present situation.  

This past week on Yom Hashoah, it was not unexpected how the rise of 
antisemitism in the world, the attack by Hamas, and that there were holocaust 
survivors who were attacked, both them and their families by Hamas on Shmini 
Atzeres, were all part of the main story of the day. 

Yom HaZikaron , remembrance day for fallen soldiers and victims of terrorism 

has a more powerful message this year with unfortunately over 2000 new 

names added to this year’s lists of the fallen and terror victims.  

Yom HaAtzmaut will not be celebrated with its usual vigor. In Israel there is a 
saying that the War of Independence is fought here every day, it is truer now 

more than ever. The @ight is the same as it was in 1948, do we, the Jews, have a 
right to be here - while we proclaim loudly and passionately that the land is 
ours. 

In the orthodox community Yom HaAtzmaut is a demarcation line where 
underlying feelings about the rise of the secular state of Israel are expressed. 

One group saying Hallel – even with a Bracha, and the other ignoring it, 
sometimes proactively so. I grew up in an elementary school where I thought 
Yom HaAtzmaut was a regular Moed, part of the calendar. Then I went to 

Yeshiva where I was taught it was one of “the darkest days” in Jewish history. 
Then I grew up and have lived in our miraculous state for over 40 years and 

have come to my own conclusions which I shared with Talmidim in Yeshiva 
over the years, both in shiurim and in discussions. I want to share some 
thoughts this particular year with our particular situation. 

It is ironic and sad, that Israel Independence Day is being celebrated during a 
week when we have learned just how dependent we are on the United States. 
When I spoke several times in the US this past November, I turned to my 
audiences and told them then, that “their government”, the government of the 
United States,  would not let Israel win this war, and unfortunately so it has 
come to pass. 
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During World War Two a coalition was created amongst divergent countries, 
including the US, France and Russia to defeat an evil called Nazi Germany. Now 

in 2024, Israel is @ighting alone for the entire free world and being prevented by 
them from winning, based on basically what boils down to a blood libel (that 
we are killing innocent civilians) against the State of Israel, the army and the 
Jewish people. One of the interesting developments over the past 76 years is 
that when Israel originally gained its independence, it was an amazing miracle 
that the @ledgling state should survive the invasion that we refer to as the War 
of Independence, and marked the beginning of the Kibbutz Galuyot (ingathering 
of the diaspora) and the return of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel .  

The day of Yom HaAtzmaut itself that is commemorated, the 5th of Iyar, (which 

is pushed off this year as it is in most years due to Shabbat concerns) would 

seem to be a day where very little of signi@icance that happened on that very 
day. There was a declaration made (in secret) of an independent Jewish 

State  (against the request of the United States government) and the forming of 
a provisional government. This entity, and the Jews living in Eretz Yisrael, came 
under immediate attack from @ive foreign armies with the Jews having very 
poor odds of victory or survival. That ultimate victory and cease@ire, was the 
@irst of many miracles we have experienced since that time, but that cease@ire 
took many months to achieve (July 20, 1949 - 23 Tamuz) and maybe armistice 
day should be viewed as THE DAY of Yom HaAtzmaut as we actually gained 
our  independence as a State at that time.   

In truth though, there was one major change that happened that day, on the 5th 

of Iyar. We declared the State of Israel, and not the State of Judea. That day we 
began to take on the identity of Yisrael for the @irst time in centuries and slowly 
began shedding the idea of being just "Jews". There is a major difference in that 
name. 

The Gemara in Megilla tells us that ידוהי  , Jew comes from the rejecting of Avoda 
Zara: 

 א:גי הליגמ

 .הרָָז הדָוֹבֲעבָּ רפַָכּשֶׁ םוּשׁ לַע ?״ידִוּהְי״ הּילֵ ירֵקָ יאמַּאְַו ,יתֵָאקָ ןמִָיְנבִּמִ םָלוֹעְל :רמַָא ןָנחָוֹי יבִּרַ
 .״׳וֹגְו ןִיאדָוּהְי ןירִבְוּגּ יתַיאִ״ :ביתְִכדְִכּ ,״ידִוּהְי״ ארָקְִנ הרָָז הדָוֹבֲעבַּ רפֵוֹכּהַ לכׇּשֶׁ

Rabbi Yoḥanan said a different explanation of the verse: Actually, Mordecai came 
from the tribe of Benjamin. Why, then, was he referred to as Yehudi ? On 
account of the fact that he repudiated idol worship, for anyone who 
repudiates idolatry is called Yehudi.  

What the Jewish people existed for, and provided to the world throughout the 
2000 years of Galus, is the development from a primitive world that worshiped 
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Avoda Zara, to one that advanced towards being a developing world. (see essay 
#20). But we existed as an entity for what we rejected. 

The name Yisrael, is from the meaning of the ability to @ight : 

ֹל רמֶא,יַֹּו ִכּ ,ךָמְשִׁ ,דועֹ ר,מֵָאֵי ,בקֲֹעַי א, ִכּ ל>אֵרָשְִׂי־םִא י, ָכוּתַּו םי,שִָׁנאֲ־םִעְו םי,הִֹלֱא־םִע תָי,רִשָׂ־י,  ׃ל,

Said he, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 
with beings divine and human, and have prevailed.” 

 י"שר

 ךְָפוֹסְו ,םיִנָפּ יוּלִּגְו הרָרָשְׂבִ םִא יִכּ הָיּמִרְוּ הבָּקְָעבְ ךְָל וּאבָּ תוֹכרָבְּהַשֶׁ דוֹע רמֵָאֵי אֹל .בקעי אל
 ךְָל הדֶוֹאְו הֶיהְֶא םשָׁ יִנאֲַו ,ךְָכרֶבָמְ אוּה םשְָׁו ךָמְשִׁ ףיִלחֲמַוּ לֵא תיבֵבְּ ךָיֶלֵא הֶלְגִנ ה"בָּקָּהַשֶׁ
 ,וֹל ןֶנּחַתְִיַּו ךְָאְלמַּהַ הָכבָּ – (ב"י עשוה) וֹל ןֶנּחַתְִיַּו הָכבָּ לָכֻיַּו ךְאָלְמַ לאֶ רשַָׂיַּו בוּתָכּשֶׁ הֶזְו ,ןהֶיֵלֲע
 ,בקֲֹעַי הָצרָ אֹלְו ;םשָׁ וּנמִָּע רבֵּדְַיּשֶׁ דַע יִל ןתֵּמְהַ ,וּנמִָּע רבֵּדְַי םשְָׁו וּנֶּאָצמְִי לֵא תיבֵּ ?וֹל ןֵנּחַתְִנּ המַוּ
 :הָצרָ אֹלְו וֹל ןיתִּמְהְַל ןֵנּחַתְמִ הָיהָשֶׁ ,םשָׁ וֹתאֹ ךְרֶבְָיַו וּהֶזְו ,ןהֶיֵלֲע וֹל הדָוֹה וֹחרְָכּ לַעְו

  

 NO MORE BE CALLED JACOB [BUT ISRAEL]— It shall [THY NAME SHALL] בקעי אל
no longer be said that the blessings came to you through supplanting and 
subtlety but through noble conduct ( הררש ) and in an open manner. Because later 
on the Holy One, blessed be He, will reveal Himself to you at Bethel and will 
change your name. There He will bless you, and I shall be there and admit your 
right to them (the blessings). It is to this that the passage refers (Hosea 12:5), “And 
he strove with an angel and prevailed; he wept and made supplication unto 
him” — it means the angel wept and made supplication unto him (Jacob). declared 
him blessed there”, that he begged him to wait and he did not agree to do so (cp. 
Genesis Rabbah 78:2). 

The Rambam in explaining the concept of how and when the Kedusha of Eretz 
Yisrael is applied states: 

 ז"ט:ו הריחבה תיב תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ

  

 ץרֶֶא רָאשְׁ תשַּׁדֻקְבִוּ .אוֹבָל דיתִָעֶל השָׁדְקָ הָנוֹשׁארִ השָּׁדֻקְ םִיַלשָׁוּריִו שׁדָּקְמִּבַּ רמֵוֹא יִנאֲ המָָּלְו
 שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תשַּׁדֻקְּשֶׁ יִפְל .אוֹבָל דיתִָעֶל השָׁדְקָ אֹל ןהֶבָּ אֵצוֹיַּכְו תוֹרשְַׂעמַוּ תיִעיבִשְׁ ןַיְנִעְל לֵארָשְִׂי
 תֶא יתִוֹמּשִׁהֲַו" )אל וכ ארקיו( רמֵוֹא אוּה ירֵהֲַו .הָלטֵבְּ הָּניֵא הָניִכשְׁוּ הָניִכשְּׁהַ יֵנְפּמִ םִיַלשָׁוּריִו
 ץרֶאָהָ בוּיּחִ לבָאֲ םידִמְוֹע ןהֵ ןתָשָּׁדֻקְבִּ ןימִמְוֹשּׁשֶׁ יִפּ לַע ףַא םימִָכחֲ וּרמְָאְו "םֶכישֵׁדְּקְמִ
 לטַבָּ םהֶידֵימִ ץרֶָאהָ החָקְְלִנּשֶׁ ןָויֵכְו םיבִּרַ שׁוּבִּכּ אוּהשֶׁ יֵנפְּמִ אלָּאֶ וֹניאֵ תוֹרשְַׂעמַבְוּ תיִעיבִשְׁבִּ
 הלָָעשֶׁ ןָויֵכְו .לֵארָשְִׂי ץרֶֶא ןמִ הָּניֵא ירֵהֲשֶׁ תיִעיבִשְּׁמִוּ תוֹרשְַׂעמַּמִ הרָוֹתּהַ ןמִ הרָטְְפִנְו שׁוּבִּכּהַ
 הּבָּ וּקיִזחְהֶשֶׁ םוֹקמָ לָכּ ךְָכיִפְלוּ הּבָּ וּקיִזחְהֶשֶׁ הקָָזחֲבַּ אלָּאֶ שׁוּבִּכבְּ הּשָׁדְּקִ אֹל הּשָׁדְּקְִו ארְָזֶע
 וּנּמֶּמִ ץרֶָאהָ חקְַלִנּשֶׁ יִפּ לַע ףַאְו םוֹיּהַ שׁדָּקֻמְ אוּה הָיִּנשְּׁהַ ארְָזֶע תשַּׁדֻקְבִּ שׁדֵּקַתְִנְו לבֶבָּ יֵלוֹע
 :המָוּרתְּ תוֹכְלהִבְּ וּנרְַאבֵּשֶׁ ךְרֶדֶּהַ לַע תוֹרשְַׂעמַבְוּ תיִעיבִשְׁבִּ בָיּחְַו

Why do I say that the original consecration sanctiRied the Temple and Jerusalem 
for eternity, while in regard to the consecration of the remainder of Eretz Yisrael, 
in the context of the Sabbatical year, tithes, and other similar [agricultural] laws, 
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[the original consecration] did not sanctify it for eternity? 

Because the sanctity of the Temple and Jerusalem stems from the Shechinah, and 
the Shechinah can never be nulliRied. Therefore, [Leviticus 26:31] states: "I will lay 
waste to your Sanctuaries." The Sages declared: "Even though they have been 
devastated, their sanctity remains."In contrast, the [original] obligation to keep 
the laws of the Sabbatical year and tithes on the Land stemmed from the 
fact that it was conquered by the [Jewish people, as a] community. Therefore, 
when the land was taken from their hands [by the Babylonians,] their [original] 
conquest was nulliRied. Thus, according to Torah law, the land was freed from the 
obligations of the Sabbatical year and of tithes because it was no longer Eretz 
Yisrael. 
When Ezra returned [to Eretz Yisrael] and consecrated it, it was not 
sanctiOied by means of conquest, but rather through Chazzakah. Therefore, 
every place which was repossessed by the [exiles returning from] Babylon and 
consecrated when Ezra consecrated [the land] the second time, is sacred today. 

If you were to describe the last 85 years of Jewish history to a Jew from 150 

years ago or earlier, as a predication of the future, he would never believe it! 
Lets start with the Holocaust, biblicaly destructive in its nature. But then a 
small group of non-religious Jews take a hold on the land of Eretz Yisrael, get 
the Umos HaOlam (the nations of the world through the UN) to declare the 
Jewish right to the land. Fight a war against @ive countries armies of millions of 
people  and settle a small sliver of the land – without Yerushalayim. We have an 

amazing Kibbutz Galuyuos, (ingathering of the exiles) from all over the world 

including communities that were built for over 2000 or even 3000 years (Iraq, 

Iran, Yemen). That lasts 19 years as a recognized country through Chazzakah. 

(Both in the time of Ezra and in 1948 we were given permission to return to 

Eretz Yisrael by the foreign powers.) In 1967 we have another miraculous war to 

conquer the rest of Eretz Yisrael including Yerushalayim , and that is not 
recognized as ours by the world (or even by Israeli law) because it was 
conquered! We then have the land @lourish, and grow.  We grow into a 
powerful military, and advanced economy. (Oh yes and you would tell this 
person that millions of Bnei Yisrael would not come to Eretz Yisrael, but rather  
of their own choice would elect to stay in foreign lands!) And we reach a point 
that Torah, and the center of Torah learning  is once again in Eretz Yisrael after 
thousands of years! 

Imagine telling this story! It’s a fairy tale that we are privileged to live in. 

That I can look out the window of the DEC Beis Medrash and see the Neviim’s 
prophecies coming true every day! 

This Shabbos the newspaper had an interview with Professor Yisrael Auman, 

the Nobel prize winner, now 94 years old who lives in Rechavia. He was 
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speaking about how in spite of the troubles the country is facing at present, 
how there is still so much to celebrate this Yom HaAtzmaut, and he told over 
the famous story about how after his son was killed in the @irst Lebanon war, 
Rav Yisrael Gutsman ZT”L came over to be Menachem Avel. Rav Gustman had a 
son killed in front of him by the Nazi’s during the Holocaust.  He says to Dr. 
Auman, "our son’s are now together in Shmayim but think how amazing it is . 
My son was killed without the ability to @ight back , your son was going and 

@ighting Klal Yisrael’s enemies!” 

Yisrael’s lot is to @ight. The amazing thing is that we no longer are @ighting just 
for ourselves, but are literally @ighting for the entire western world. We are 
@ighting for everyone’s freedom , for the entire world that believes in good and 

evil. Our boys, our young men are @ighting and dying not only for our right to 

live in Eretz Yisrael, but for the ability of the entire world to survive. That is 
another level of Yisrael. It is where we grow into our: 

 םיִנָפּ יוּלִּגְו הרָרָשְׂבִ םאִ יִכּ הָיּמִרְוּ הבָּקְָעבְ ךְָל וּאבָּ תוֹכרָבְּהַשֶׁ דוֹע רמֵָאֵי אֹל

הררש  our nobility.  

We are living in amazing times. In an amazing story which will BE”H have an 

amazing outcome. 

! ונימיב הרהמב  

  

PS Seven months ago I never heard of Douglas Murray, he has become a vocal 
advocate for Israel and all that is good in the world. He was recently awarded a 
prize and his acceptance speech is tremendous. I recommend giving it a listen: 

https://youtu.be/vgHFi_wz7rk?si=_Bpxe46KvdRasCYb 

  

https://youtu.be/vgHFi_wz7rk?si=_Bpxe46KvdRasCYb
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Essay #24 

Shavuous 

June 9, 2024 

 ד"פשת ןויס 'ג

I did not expect to begin this email with this but I think the joy of all of Klal 
Yisrael of the hostages amazing rescue gives us so much reason to be MeHallel 
and Modeh to HKB”H. It is once again an example that we have spoken about so 

much, of the miraculous protection that HKB”H provided was an amazing םויק  

of what we spoke about previously in email #18 הלו המחלמ םויל ןכומ סוס' 

 With the additional thought here of having all of Klal Yisrael’s . העושתה
TeLillos answered. Every single day three times a day every single Minyan 

everywhere in the world davens: 

 דובעשמ ... םאיצויו םהילע םחרי םוקמה ...היבשבו הרצב םינותנ לארשי תיב לכ וניחא
 הלאוגל

It is not common to see your TefLila answered so it is a MUST to recognize 
it when it is. 

I began writing this while on my @irst trip to the US in several months.  I had 

the privilege of attending Raviv Horesh’s amazing wedding with a couple of 
DECers.  The trip was interesting for a number of reasons, and I want to share 
with you two conversations I had during my travels. 

I had a very interesting meeting with a non-jew who has an interest in 

supporting Torah learning and getting a piece of the Yissachar/ Zvulun deal. He 
is honestly curious, and I saw that long and sometimes complicated 

explanations did not faze him, so we had an in depth discussion about the 
importance of Torah learning. As is the case when you must explain something 
from scratch, you hit on a number of points that you may not often think or talk 

about. 

It began with an explanation of what is generally learned in Yeshivas, Gemara, 
and the methodology of it. What Gemara is, Torah Shebaal Peh, and how it is 
studied. I  explained to him that we do not learn Gemara for the conclusions in 

general, (though we also talked about Halacha and the Shulchan Orech) and the 
idea of learning Lishmah, just for the fun of it, and that the involvement in 

learning is the point, not only or even necessarily knowing the information. He 
was stunned to know the size of Shas and that there are many individuals who 
know the entirety basically by heart. He was fascinated by the concept that 
Torah learning is not about the things you learn but that it itself develops the 
individual into what we call a Gadol, a greater human being. 
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I pointed out to him that every Orthodox parent who gives birth to a boy, 
dreams and hopes that their son will be a great Torah scholar (later in life it 
becomes a question of what one is willing to sacri@ice for that to come true) but 
it is every parent’s wish – he found that mind blowing – and when you stop to 

think about it, it truly is. 

This past weeks Parsha 

 ׃ם,תָאֹ ם,תֶישֲִׂעַו וּ,רמְשְׁתִּ י,תַ,וְצמִ־תֶאְו וּכ,ֵלתֵּ י,תַקֹּחֻבְּ־םִא

 ירֵהֲ םתָאֹ םתֶישֲִעַו וּרמְשְׁתִּ יתַוְֹצמִ תֶאְו רמֵוֹא אוּהשְֶׁכּ ,תוֹוְצמִּהַ םוּיּקִ הֶז לוֹכָי .וכלת יתקחב םא
 :)ארפס( הרָוֹתּבַּ םילִמֲֵע וּיהְתִּשֶׁ ?וּכֵלתֵּ יתַקֹּחֻבְּ םִא םֵיּקַמְ יִנאֲ המָ אהָ ,רוּמָא תוֹוְצמִּהַ םוּיּקִ

One might think that this denotes the fulRilment of the commandments; but when 
Scripture states “and ye shall keep My commandments and do them”, it is plain 
that in this passage there is mentioned the “fulRilment of the commands”. How 
then must I explain וכלת יתקחב םא ? As an admonition that you should study the 
Torah laboriously 

The entire Bris (covenant) is based on , not only keeping Mitzvos, not just 
knowing Torah, rather Ameilus B’Torah, striving, working, toiling to know 

Torah. A commitment to being involved, to be Amail – to toil. It is that toiling in 

Torah, that interest in being involved in Torah, that is demanded from us. It is 
the only way we can share – Bris – with HKB”H, as it is the only way we can 

show that we care about what He cares about. Being curious, wanting to know, 

and it is through that sharing that we grow into a greater form of Adam. 

ִכּ ם>דָאָ ה,רָותֹּהַ תא,זֹ ַעבְשִׁ א,מָטְִי להֶ,אֹבָּ ר,שֶׁאֲ־לכְׇו ,להֶ,אֹהָ־לֶא א,בָּהַ־לכׇּ להֶ,אֹבְּ תוּ>מָי־י>  ׃םי,מִָי ת,

 םָלוֹעבָּ הָלּדְֻגוּ דוֹבָכְו הָואֲתַּ ,םָלוֹעהָ גֶנעֹ שׁקֵּבְַיּשֶׁ ימִ לֶצֵא הֶפּ לַעבְּשֶׁ הרָוֹת אֵצמָּתִ אֹלּשֶׁ אָלֶּא
 להֶאֹבְּ תוּמָי יִכּ םדָָא הרָוֹתּהַ תאזֹ :רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ ,הָיֶלָע וֹמְצַע תימִמֵּשֶׁ ימִבְּ אָלֶּא ,הֶזּהַ

Are you willing to kill yourself to know? Are you willing to give it your all? 

Then we have a Bris, a sharing of reality, a caring about the creation together. 

 אמְָלָע ארָבָוּ ,אתָיְירַוֹאבְּ לַכּתָּסְִא אוּה ךְירִבְּ אשָׁדְוּק .

G-d looked into the Torah and created the world. 

Another fascinating conversation I had was at a Shabbos meal by a very 
wealthy and connected family. Their son is now a Sr. at NYU. He attended a 
Modern Orthodox Religious Zionist school K-12 then went on to a high-end 

Religious Zionist Yeshiva. Now he is four years removed, a young man, very 
bright, his entire life ahead of him. I asked him, as I often ask, is he thinking at 
all about moving to Israel? He said “when he was in Yeshiva and immediately 
after, he was more idealistic but now no”. I asked “do you see yourself raising 
your children in the US?” he replied , yes of course, I like America. My daughter 
who was with me, trying to see how strong a position he had, asked him and if 
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you met a girl and she wanted to live in Israel would you break up?” he said yes 
he would. 

I know I shouldn’t be surprised, but after 14 years of (expensive) Religious 
Zionist education to have no interest at all in living in Israel is surprising, if not 
offensive. 

Parshas Bechukosai is usually paired with Behar (this year is an exception) and 

follows the same pattern as Behar both discussing patterns of 6 plus one and 

patterns of 7.  (Just like Shavuot). How the world revolves around sevens and 

Shemitta. So that even in Bechukosai we learn 

  

ֶצרְתִּ ,זָא ֶכיבְֵיאֹ ץרֶ,ֶאבְּ ם,תֶַּאְו הֿ,מָּשַּׁהׇ י,מְֵי ל,כֹּ הָי,תֶתֹבְּשַׁ־תֶא ץרֶ,ָאהָ ה, ָצרְהְִו ץרֶ,ָאהָ ת,בַּשְׁתִּ ז,ָא ם,  ת,
 ׃הָי,תֶתֹבְּשַׁ־תֶא

ֹל ר,שֶׁאֲ ת,ֵא ת,בֹּשְׁתִּ הֿ,מָּשַּׁהׇ י,מְֵי־לכׇּ ֶכיתֵתֹבְּשַׁבְּ ה,תָבְשָׁ־א, ֶכתְּבְשִׁבְּ ם,  ׃הָי,ֶלָע ם,

Then shall the land make up for its sabbath years throughout the time that it is 
desolate and you are in thes land of your enemies; then shall the land rest and 
make up for its sabbath years 

That the ultimate result of the Klalaot will be to return the land its years of 
“rest” that it lost out by our not observing Shmitta. 

  

 לבֵוֹיְו הטָּמִשְּׁהַ תוֹנשְׁ םיִעבְשִׁ דֶגֶנְכּ וּיהָ ןהֵ לבֶבָּ תוּלָגּ לשֶׁ הָנשָׁ םיִעבְשִׁ .התבש אל רשא תא
 שׁוֹלשְׁ ;הָנשָׁ םישִׁוֹלשְׁוּ תוֹאמֵ עבַּרְַא — םוֹקמָּהַ יֵנְפִל םָצרְַאבְּ לֵארָשְִׂי וּסיִעְכהִשֶׁ םיִנשָּׁבַּ וּיהָשֶׁ
 וּסיִעְכהִ הדָוּהְי יֵנבְוּ ,םיטִבָשְּׁהַ תרֶשֲֶׂע וּלָגּשֶׁ דַע ץרֶָאָל וּסְנְכִנּשֶּׁמִ םָנוֲֹע יֵנשְׁ וּיהָ םיִעשְׁתְִו תוֹאמֵ
 לאקְֵזחֶיבִּ רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ אוּה ,םִיַלשָׁוּרְי תוֹברְחָ דַע םיטִבָשְּׁהַ תרֶשֲֶׂע וּלָגּשֶּׁמִ הָנשָׁ םיִעבָּרְַא ויָנָפְל
 םוֹי םיִעבָּרְַא יִנמְָיהַ ךָדְִּצ לַע תָּבְַכשְָׁו ,'וֹגְו הֶלֵּא תֶא תָיִלִּכְו ,'וֹגְו יִלאמָשְּׂהַ ךָדְִּצ לַע בַכשְׁ התַָּאְו"
 ,ןיִכָיוֹהְי ךְֶלמֶּהַ תוּלָגְל תישִּׁמִחֲהַ הָנשָּׁבַּ לאקְֵזחֶיִל הרָמְֶאֶנ וֹז הָאוּבְנוּ ,"הדָוּהְי תיבֵּ ןוֲֹע תֶא תָאשָָׂנְו
 שׁמֵחְָו םישִּׁמִחֲ השֶַּׁנמְ תוֹנשְׁ תֹּ"ִאְו ;שׁשְֵׁו םיִעבָּרְַא ירֵהֲ ,וּהָיּקִדְִצ תוּלָגּ דַע םיִנשָׁ שׁשֵׁ וּשָׂע דוֹעְו
 וּרמְָאשֶׁ וֹמְכּ ,םִיתַּשְׁוּ םירִשְֶֹע וֹעשְׁרִ תוֹנשְׁ לָכְו ,הָנשָׁ שׁוֹלשְָׁו םישִׁוֹלשְׁ הבָוּשׁתְ השָָֹע השֶַּׁנמְ ,וּיהָ
 עבַּרְַאְל בשֹׁחֲַו אֵצ ;וּהָיּקִדְִצְל ןדְָּגֶנְכוּ ,םיקִָיוֹהיִל הרֵשְֶֹע תחַַאְו ,םִיתַּשְׁ ןוֹמָא לשְֶׁו ,קֶלחֵ תדַָגַּאבְּ
 הרֵשְֶׂע עבַּרְַא — הָאמְֵל הרֶשְֶׂע שׁשֵׁ םהְֵו ,םהֶבָּשֶׁ תוֹלבְוֹיְו ןיטִּמִשְׁ הָנשָׁ שׁשְֵׁו םישִׁוֹלשְׁוּ תוֹאמֵ
 שׁמֵחָ הָנשָׁ שׁשְֵׁו םישִׁוֹלשְִׁל ,עבַּרְַאְו םישִּׁשִׁ הָנשָׁ תוֹאמֵ עבַּרְַאְל ירֵהֲ ,תוֹלבְוֹי םִיַנשְׁוּ ןיטִּמִשְׁ
 ,םיִעבְשְִׁל תמֶֶלשְׁמַּהַ הטָּמִשְּׁבַ הסְָנְכִנּשֶׁ ,הרָתְֵי הָנשָׁ דוֹעְו ,תחַַא רסֵחָ םיִעבְשִׁ ירֵהֲ ,תוֹטּמִשְׁ
  'ב םימיה ירבד( םימִָיהַ ירֵבְדִבְּ רמֵוֹא אוּה ןֵכְו ,םימִֵלשְׁ הָנשָׁ םיִעבְשִׁ רַזְגִנ םהֶיֵלֲעַו

 :)םלוע רדס( הָנשָׁ םיִעבְשִׁ תואֹלּמְַל … הָיתֶוֹתבְּשַׁ תֶא ץרֶָאהָ התְָצרָ דַע ,)ו"ל

  

Rashi explains how the 70 years of Galus work out to the Shemitta and Yovel 
skipped during the time of Bayis Rishon 

  

 ן"במר
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 ינאש המ עומשל ךנזא ףוכו הזה םוקמב זומר םלוע תומי דוסו תבשה םויכ 'הל תבש םעטו
 תישארב רדסב יתבתכ רבכ ןנובתת הכזת םאו ךעימשא רשא ןושלב ונממ ךעימשהל יאשר
 )ו כ תומש( ךיהלא 'הל תבש יעיבשה םויו םלוע תומי םה תישארב ימי תשש יכ )ג ב תישארב(
 ריש רומזמ םירמוא ויה המ יעיבשב )ד"מ ז"פ דימת( ונינשש ומכ לודגה םשל תבש היהי וב יכ
 ארב רשאל זמר םימיה הנהו םימלועה ייחל החונמו תבש הלוכש אבל דיתעל תבשה םויל
 בותכה רימחה ןכ לעו םלוע ימי לכ תאירבב היהי רשאל וזמרי םינשהו תישארב השעמב
 )ח״כ:ח״י ארקיו( תוירעב רימחהש ומכ הילע תולגה בייחו ןיואל יבייח לכמ רתוי הטימשב
 היתותבש תא ץראה הצרת זא רמאנש

Now here [in the Torath Kohanim mentioned above, the Rabbis] have roused our 
attention to one of the great secrets of the Torah. Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra has 
already given us a hint of it when he wrote: “The meaning of a Sabbath unto the 
Eternal is like that of the Sabbath-day. The secret of the years of the world is 
alluded to in this place.” [Thus far is Ibn Ezra’s comment.] 
Bend now your ear to understand that which I am permitted to inform you about 
it in the words that I will cause you to hear, and if you will be worthy, you will 
contemplate them [and understand them]. I have already written in Seder 
Bereshith that the six days of creation represent [all] the days of the world, and 
the seventh day is a Sabbath unto the Eternal thy G-d, for on it will be the 
Sabbath to the Great Name, just as we have been taught [in a Mishnah]: “On the 
seventh day what psalm did the Levites sing [in the Sanctuary? They sang] A 
Psalm, a Song. For the Sabbath-day — [a song] for the World to Come, which will 
be wholly a Sabbath, and rest for life everlasting.” Thus the [seven] days [of the 
week] allude to that which He created in the process of creation, and the [seven] 
years [of the Sabbatical cycle] refer to that which will occur during the creation of 
all “the days” of the world. It is for this reason that Scripture was more stringent 
regarding [the transgression of the laws of] the Sabbatical year than with respect 
to those guilty of transgressing all other negative commandments, and made it 
punishable with exile, just as He was stringent with respect to forbidden sexual 
relations [for which the punishment of the people, as opposed to that of the 
individual, is also exile]; as it is said, Then shall the Land be paid her Sabbaths, 
and He repeated this matter many times: As long as it lieth desolate it shall have 
rest, and it is further said, And the Land shall lie forsaken without them, and shall 
be paid her Sabbaths. “And so we have been taught [in a Mishnah]: “Exile comes 
for the delaying of justice, and for the perversion of justice, and for [the neglect 
of] the year of rest for the Land.” [This stringency of punishment is] because 
whoever denies it [i.e., the law of the Sabbatical year], does not acknowledge the 
work of creation and [life in] the World to Come.  

Shmitta the Ramban explains is also a commitment to the Briah, to a belief that 
the world is heading in a direction towards completion. Shmitta is another leg 
of the Bris, covenant, the relationship with HKB”H 

What I rediscovered on this trip is how amazingly comfortable living in the US 
is for religious Jews. It is not like I never knew that, but it struck me, and 
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contrasted greatly to the times and the people I live with at present in Eretz 
Yisrael.  We are all grateful to how amazingly welcoming and comfortable the 
United States has been for us and how well the Observant community has done 
both spiritually and @inancially. The question is are we forgetting what the 
purpose of doing so well is for? If we lose our underlying commitment to 

sharing with HKB”H , to the development of the Briah, to the type of personal 
growth that really brings us closer to HKB”H in meaningful ways then what are 
we doing?  

There are no subjects I feel more strongly about than involvement in serious 
Torah learning and living in Eretz Yisrael, so excuse me if I am coming off to 

strong. (Maybe it’s an age thing). 

In a year and a time period where we in Eretz Yisrael are having to reevaluate 
our entire societal structure. A year where we are seeing immense Mesiras 
Nefesh and dedication to the Am and to the land. (With a special dedication to 

ל"ז הרומז ןונרא  who gave his life during the hostage rescue.) 

Shavuous is a time not only of celebrating Kabalat HaTorah, but on looking 
inside and reevaluating our personal connection to the Bris of Sinai, the Bris of 
Ameilus BaTorah and the Bris of Eretz Yisrael. 

Chag Sameach 
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Essay #25 

Shiva Asar B'Tamuz 

July 11, 2024  

 ד"פשת זומת 'ה

With Shiva Asar B’Tamuz approaching, I wished to share some thoughts that 
may help us all focus and utilize the Taanis in a better manner. 

 א הכלה ה קרפ תוינעת תוכלה ם"במר

 חותפלו תובבלה ררועל ידכ ןהב ועריאש תורצה ינפמ םהב םינעתמ לארשי לכש םימי םש שי
 דע התע ונישעמכ היהש וניתובא השעמו םיערה ונישעמל ןורכז הז היהיו הבושתה יכרד
 ודותהו +ו"כ ארקיו+ רמאנש ביטיהל בושנ ולא םירבד ןורכזבש ,תורצה ןתוא ונלו םהל םרגש
 'וגו םתובא ןוע תאו םנוע תא

There are days when the entire Jewish people fast because of the calamities that 
occurred to them then, to arouse [their] hearts and initiate [them in] the paths of 
repentance. This will serve as a reminder of our wicked conduct and that of 
our ancestors, which resembles our present conduct and therefore brought 
these calamities upon them and upon us. By reminding ourselves of these 
matters, we will repent and improve [our conduct], as [Leviticus 26:40] states: 
"And they will confess their sin and the sin of their ancestors." 

The Rambam explains that the point of a Taanis, a public fast day, is not only to 

look into our own personal need for Teshuva and awareness, rather, 
importantly, we have to look into the conduct of our ancestors. You would 

think we have enough of our own issues that it’s a bit of a Chutzpah for us to 

start blaming and looking into our ancestors issues, but if you pay attention to 

the Rambam, he is saying that is the point of the Taanis, to realize the same 

mistakes they were making are the ones that we are making now. The 

Taanis is to deal with the mistaken paradigm that we have inherited from 
our ancestors and continue to build on. 

This will serve as a reminder of our wicked conduct and that of our 
ancestors, which resembles our present conduct and therefore brought 
these calamities upon them and upon us. 

That is what the Pasuk says is necessary  םתובא ןוע תאו םנוע תא ודותהו "And 
they will confess their sin and the sin of their ancestors”  

The Taanis is to make sure we are aware that we are dealing with the same 
issues! That is a hard idea to grasp because we generally focus on the local 
problems in Klal Yisrael, but the point of a Taanis says the Rambam, is to make 
you aware that the local issues are only an outgrowth of the underlying issues, 
which have been around for a long time and have not yet been dealt with. 
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The Taaniyos (fast days) are Moadim, meaning they are signi@icant junctures in 

time, not random commemorative days. This is shown in the Mishna in Taanis: 

 א דומע וכ ףד תינעת תכסמ ילבב דומלת

 רשע העבשב .באב העשתב השמחו ,זומתב רשע העבשב וניתובא תא ועריא םירבד השמח
 דימעהו הרותה תא סומטסופא ףרשו .ריעה העקבוהו ,דימתה לטבו ,תוחולה ורבתשנ זומתב
 .לכיהב םלצ

Five calamitous matters occurred to our forefathers on the seventeenth of 
Tammuz, (and Rive other disasters happened on the Ninth of Av). On the 
seventeenth of Tammuz the tablets were broken by Moses ; the daily offering was 
nulliRied the city walls of Jerusalem were breached; the general Apostemos 
publicly burned a Torah scroll an idol was placed in the Sanctuary. 

It is not a coincidence that these events all occurred on the same day. The 
origins of Shiva Asar B’Tamuz are built into the creation, it has to be the day 
that Moshe Rabianu breaks the Luchos, and so follow the other 4 events. 

The common denominator of the @ive events of Shiva Asar B’Tamuz is the 

destruction of givens. That which we literally considered to be written in 

stone are broken.  This has been a year that Yisrael has learned, or has been 

meant to learn, that nothing, not even that which is written in stone can be 
relied on. We literally had our own ריעה העקבוהו  the walls were breached – very 
unexpectedly. 

(Consider the similarity in the metaphor. The Roman army is encamped outside 
of Yerushalayim for months , since Asara B’Tevet, and yet the breach is 
unexpected. In our days, today, we sat watching a terrorist army prepare to 

attack us for months and yet we were caught completely by surprise when they 
did!) 

We have discussed throughout the year how we have had to learn to open our 
minds to possibilities, many of them terrifying. But it has been a year of a 
breaking of givens. Most of the givens we tend to think of are external. The 
security in Israel, the anti-semitism in the US and around the world etc. But 
what we need to focus on, especially with a Taanis coming, is what is changing 
internally. What givens has Yisrael understood need to be reconsidered.  

In our weekly Hilchos Teshuva shiur we recently covered the Rambam in Perek 
9. He says the deepest Mussar I think a person can hear, it certainly affected us 
when we read it: 

 ב:ט הבושת 'לה ם"במר

 הרָוּמְגּ הָעדֵּ וֹעדְוֹיְו הּבָּ בוּתָכּהַ לָכּ השֶׂוֹעהָ לָכְו .איהִ םיִיּחַ ץֵע וֹז הרָוֹתּ וּנָל ןתַָנ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
 הרָוֹתּבַּ וּנחָיטִבְהְִו .הֶכוֹז אוּה וֹתמְָכחָ ברְֹו וישֲָׂעמַ לדֶגֹּ יִפְלוּ .אבָּהַ םָלוֹעהָ יֵיּחְַל הּבָּ הֶכוֹז הָנוֹכְנ
 םירִבָדְּהַ לָכּ וּנּמֶּמִ ריסִָיּשֶׁ דימִתָּ הּתָמְָכחָבְּ הֶגּהְֶנְו שֶׁפֶנ תבַוֹטבְוּ החָמְשִׂבְּ הּתָוֹא השֲֶׂעַנ םִאשֶׁ
 תוֹבוֹטּהַ לָכּ וּנָלַ עיִפּשְַׁיְו .ןהֶבָּ אֵצוֹיַּכְו בָערְָו המָחְָלמִוּ יִלח ןוֹגְכּ הּתָוֹשֲׂעַלּמִ וּנתָוֹא םיִעְנוֹמּהַ
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 וּנימֵָי לָכּ קסֲֹעַנ אֹלּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ .בהָָזְו ףסֶֶכּ יוּבּרְִו םוֹלשְָׁו עבַֹשׂ ןוֹגְכּ הרָוֹתּהַ תוֹשֲׂעַל וּנידֵָי תֶא תוֹקיִזחֲמַּהַ
 יֵיּחְַל הֶכְּזִנּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ הָוְצמִּהַ תוֹשֲׂעַלְו המְָכחָבַּ דמְֹלִל םיִיוּנְפּ בשֵֵׁנ אָלֶּא ןהֶָל ךְירִָצ ףוּגּהַשֶׁ םירִבָדְבִּ
 הקָדְָצוּ" )הכ ו םירבד( הֶזּהַ םָלוֹעהָ תוֹבוֹטבְּ חַיטִבְהִשֶׁ רחַַא הרָוֹתּבַּ רמֵוֹא אוּה ןֵכְו .אבָּהַ םָלוֹעהָ
 ןָיְנִעָכּ ןמְַזּהַ יֵלבְהַבְּ קסֲֹעַנְו תַעדַּמִ הרָוֹתּהַ בזֲֹעַנ םִאשֶׁ הרָוֹתּבַּ וּנָעידִוֹה ןֵכְו .'וֹגְו "וּנָלּ הֶיהְתִּ
 םָלוֹעהָ תוֹבוֹט לָכּ םיבְִזוֹעהַ ןמִ ריסִָי תמֱֶאהָ ןַידַּשֶׁ ,"טָעבְִיַּו ןוּרשְֻׁי ןמַשְִׁיַּו" )וט בל םירבד( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ
 ידְֵכּ אבָּהַ םָלוֹעהָ תוֹנקְִלּמִ ןתָוֹא םיִעְנוֹמּהַ תוֹערָהָ לָכּ םהֶיֵלֲע איבִמֵוּ טעֹבְִל םהֶידְֵי וּקְזּחִ ןהֵשֶׁ הֶזּהַ
 ,'וֹגְו "'ה תֶא תָּדְבַָע אֹל רשֶׁאֲ תחַתַּ" )זמ חכ םירבד( הרָוֹתּבַּ בוּתָכּשֶׁ אוּה .םָעשְׁרִבְּ וּדבְאיֹּשֶׁ
 תוֹכרָבְּהַ ןתָוֹא לָכּ שׁוּרֵפּ אָצמְִנ ."ךְבָּ 'ה וּנּחְֶלּשְַׁי רשֶׁאֲ ךָיבְֶיאֹ תֶא תָּדְבַָעְו" )חמ חכ םירבד(
 םֶכלַָ עיפִּשְׁמַ וֹכּרְדַּ םתֶּרְמַשְׁוּ החָמְשִׂבְּ 'ה תאֶ םתֶּדְבֲַע םאִ רמַוֹלְכּ ,וֹז ךְרֶדֶּ לַע תוֹלָלקְּהְַו
 ידְֵכּ הּבָּ קסֲֹעלְַו הרָוֹתּבַּ םֵכּחַתְהִלְ םיִיוּנפְּ וּיהְתִּשֶׁ דַע םֶכּמִ תוֹללָקְּהַ קיחִרְמַוּ וּלּאֵהָ תוֹכרָבְּהַ
 ךְרֹאָ וֹלֻּכּשֶׁ םלָוֹעלְ םימִָי ךְירִאֲתְַו בוֹט וֹלֻּכּשֶׁ םלָוֹעלְ ךָלְ בטַיִיְו אבָּהַ םלָוֹעהָ יֵיּחַלְ וּכְּזתִּשֶׁ
 .אבָּהַ םלָוֹעהָ יֵיּחַלְ םיאִיבִמְּהַ הֶזּהַ םלָוֹעבָּ םיבִוֹט םיִיּחַלְ ,תוֹמלָוֹעהָ יֵנשְׁלִ ןיִכוֹז םתֶאֵצמְִנְו
 השֲֶׂעמַ ןיֵא יִכּ" )י ט תלהק( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ הֶכְּזִי המָבְּ וֹל ןיֵא םיבִוֹט םישֲִׂעמַוּ המְָכחָ הפֹּ הֶנקְִי אֹל םִאשֶׁ
 המֶוֹדְו תוּנְזוּ התֶּשְׁמִבְוּ לָכאֲמַבְּ םתֶיִגשְׁוּ 'ה תאֶ םתֶּבְַזֲע םאְִו ."לוֹאשְׁבִּ המְָכחְָו תַעדְַו ןוֹבּשְׁחְֶו
 דחַפַָו הלָהָבֶבְּ םֶכימְֵי וּלְכִיּשֶׁ דַע תוֹכרָבְּהַ לָכּ ריסִמֵוּ וּלּאֵהָ תוֹללָקְּהַ לָכּ םֶכילֲֵע איבִמֵ םהֶלָ
 אבָּהַ םלָוֹעהָ יֵיּחַמֵ וּדבְאתֹּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ תוְֹצמִּהַ תוֹשֲׂעלַ םלֵשָׁ ףוּגּ אֹלְו יוּנפָּ בלֵ םֶכלָ הֶיהְִי אֹלְו
 וֹניֵא ןוֹבָערְוּ המָחְָלמִבְוּ יִלחבְּ הֶזּהַ םָלוֹעבָּ דוּרטָ םדָָאשֶׁ ןמְַזבִּשֶׁ .תוֹמלָוֹע יֵנשְׁ םתֶּדְבַּאִשֶׁ אָצמְִנְו
 :אבָּהַ םָלוֹעהָ יֵיּחְַל ןיִכוֹז ןהֶבָּשֶׁ תוְֹצמִבַּ אֹלְו המְָכחָבַּ אֹל קסֵַּעתְמִ

God gave us this Torah which is a tree of life. Whoever fulRills what is written 
within it and comprehends it with complete and proper knowledge will merit the 
life of the world to come. A person merits, according to the magnitude of his 
deeds and the extent of his knowledge. 
We are promised by the Torah that if we fulRill it with joy and good spirit and 
meditate on its wisdom at all times, [God] will remove all the' obstacles which 
prevent us from fulOilling it, for example, sickness, war, famine, and the like. 
Similarly, He will grant us all the good which will reinforce our performance of 
the Torah, such as plenty, peace, an abundance of silver and gold in order that we 
not be involved throughout all our days in matters required by the body, but 
rather, will sit unburdened and [thus, have the opportunity to] study wisdom and 
perform mitzvot in order that we will merit the life of the world to come. 
This [principle is expressed] by the Torah. After [Deuteronomy 6:11-12] promises 
us all the beneRits of this world, it concludes [ibid.:25]: "And charity will remain 
for us if we take care to perform [all these commandments]." 
Similarly, the Torah has informed us that if we consciously abandon the Torah 
and involve ourselves in the vanities of the time in a manner similar to that stated 
[by Deuteronomy 32:15]: "Jeshurun became fat and rebelled," then, the True Judge 
will remove from all the beneRits of this world which reinforce their rebellion 
those who abandoned [the Torah]. 
He will bring upon them all the evils which prevent them from acquiring [a 
portion in] the world to come so that they will be destroyed in their wickedness. 
This was implied by the Torah's statement [Deuteronomy 28:47-48]: "Because you 
did not serve God, [your Lord, with happiness,]... you will serve your enemies 
whom God sends against you." 
Thus, these blessings and curses can be interpreted as follows: If you serve God 
with happiness and observe His way, He will grant you these blessings and 
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remove these curses from you in order that you may be free to gain wisdom 
from the Torah and involve yourselves in it so that you will merit the life of 
the world to come. "Good will be granted you" - in the world that is entirely 
good; "and you will live long" - in the world which is endlessly long, [the 
world to come]. 
Thus, you will merit two worlds, a good life in this world, which, in turn, 
will bring you to the life of the world to come. For if a person will not acquire 
wisdom in this world and he does not possess good deeds, with what will he merit 
[a portion in the world to come]? [Thus, Ecclesiastes 9:10] states: "There is no 
work, no accounting, no knowledge, and no wisdom in the grave." 
[Conversely,] if you have abandoned God and become obsessed with food, 
drink, lewdness, and the like, He will bring all these curses upon you and 
remove all blessing until you will conclude all your days in confusion and 
fear. You will not have a free heart or a complete body to fulOill the mitzvot 
in order that you forfeit the life of the world to come. 
Thus, you will forfeit two worlds for when a person is occupied in this world with 
sickness, war, and hunger, he cannot involve himself with either wisdom or 
mitzvot which allow him to merit the life of the world to come. 

There is nothing we take more for granted, nothing more engraved in stone for 
us, than our comfortable lives. HKB”H has been amazingly kind to Yisrael over 
the past 75 years, giving us freedom, wealth and access to Eretz Yisrael like no 

other time in our history. Do we use it properly or do we take it for granted? 

I was conversing with someone after Shul recently, that here, right now, it is 
incongruous that we can be living our regular lives in Yerushalayim and in 
other parts of the country, while rockets are reigning down on the north, 

destroying vast swaths of Eretz Yisrael, killing people and destroying property. 
It reminded me of this Gemara about the Churban: 

 .זנ ןיטיג

 ךְהָבְוּ ;אתָוֹוָליֵל אתָָלתְוּ ימֵוֹי אתָָלתְּ הּבַּ וּלטַקְוּ ,אָכְּלמַ רוּטְל וּליַיֲע אָפיְיסַ יֵפיִלשְׁ יֵפְלַא הָאמְ תָלתְּ
 יֵנהָבְּ יֵנהָ יִעדְָי וֹוהֲ אָלְו ,יֵגְנחְִו יֵלוּלּהִ אסָיִגּ

Rav Asi says: Three hundred thousand men with drawn swords entered the King’s 
Mountain and massacred its inhabitants for three days and three nights. And at 
the same time on the other side of the mountain, weddings and other festivities 
continued to be celebrated, and they did not know about each other, owing to the 
enormous size of the place. 

I can testify to the fact that those of us living in Eretz Yisrael took our situation 
prior to Shmini Atzeres totally for granted. We were sure there were no more 
serious security threats. We were sure of our economic power and growth. We 
began bickering about internal issues as far as we were concerned the “enemy” 
no longer was there . “We” even won the last election after 5 tries! These past 
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nine months, have torn all of that apart. 120,000 people are out of their homes 
in the northern part of Israel. The north, usually beautiful and full of hikers this 
time of year is abandoned, burned and mostly destroyed. Yesterday a couple, 
Noah and Nir Barnes Z”L from Kibbutz Ortal had a direct hit from a Hizbullah 

missile strike on their car that killed them and left three Yesomim!  

People in Israel are buying generators and stocking up on bottled water for the 
next stage of the war. All of us need to consider what a war in Lebanon and 

possibly involving Iran can look like. And everyone learned this year that events 
in Israel have rami@ications to Jews all over the globe. 

Shiva Asar B’Tamuz comes, and came before Tisha B’Av, and though we are 
presently in a state of Churban, destruction, it is not absolute destruction – that 
is Tisha B’Av , and we still have a chance for Teshuva. 

There are no givens, they are earned. If we want a life that is deserved, we have 
to create it. If we want a world that works, then we need to be aware enough to 

know how to help make that happen. Is it not crazy that we have had nine 
months of this terrible tragedy and we barely think about it anymore?! 

Here are some thoughts to consider. The State of Israel, and the return of the 
Jewish people to Eretz Yisrael is one of the greatest miracles of all time. Having 
an army being Moser Nefesh to @ight off Yisrael’s enemies is amazing, incredible 
and prophetic in nature. Our connection to Eretz Yisrael is not going to be 
understood or accepted by the Umos HaOlam until we clarify that importance 
to ourselves. Our security is not to be taken for granted, it is a Bracha given to 

us to be used to further pursue all the above. 

You and all of Yisrael should have a meaningful Taanis. 

PS I wanted to share two more things with you. Last night I went to a wedding 
and saw a new minhag. Prior to the breaking of the glass, the Rav spoke for half 
a minute about the war and then asked everyone to be ףתתשמ  (to participate) 
in the רעצ  of the hostages and the soldiers and everyone let out at once a very 
powerful scream of real pain. (Yes I was shocked) but it was quite moving and 

genuine and something a person really needs to think about during the 2 

minutes of Tehillim following davening. 

There is a video going around of Rav Asher Weiss, Shlita who tells over a visit 
he had to a wounded soldier. The young man is a Yeshiva student , a Talmid 

Chacham and he lost both his legs and part of his right arm in Aza. When he 
came in to see him the soldier had a number of questions to ask. Which hand to 

put te@illin on now, how to hold  the Arba Minim with a prosthetic, and lastly 
when to make the Bracha Shehecheyanu; when they put on the prosthetic or 
when he @irst uses it?  

Rav Asher Weiss pointed out what a Tzadik this guy is. If he became an 
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Apikoros now, or not frum no one would blame him and instead look what is 
occupying his mind! How is he going to perform these Mitzvos correctly.  

ךומכ ימ לארשי ךירשא  
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Essay # 26 

Tisha B’Av and Teshuva 

August 4, 2024 

 ד"פשת זומת ט"כ

We are living in a very confusing time summed up nicely in this drawing. We 
wait today for possible WWIII , an attack on Israel, a ending of the war, or a 
Geula. We know things are not right, and we do not know what is supposed to 

be done or what is supposed to happen. It just feels closer now then it ever has. 

 

 ב:בי םיכלמ 'לה ם"במר

 ןטָוּשְׁפּמִ הֶארֵָי .דבְַלבִּ תוֹיֻּכְלמַ דוּבְּעשִׁ אָלֶּא חַישִׁמָּהַ תוֹמיִל הֶזּהַ םָלוֹעהָ ןיבֵּ ןיֵא םימִָכחֲ וּרמְָא
 גוֹגּ תמֶחְֶלמִ םדֶקֹּשְֶׁו .גוֹגמָוּ גוֹגּ תמֶחְֶלמִ הֶיהְתִּ חַישִׁמָּהַ תוֹמְי תַלּחִתְבִּשֶׁ .םיִאיבְִנּהַ ירֵבְדִּ לשֶׁ
 תֵא םֶכָל חֵַלשׁ יִכֹנָא הֵנּהִ" )גכ ,ג יכאלמ( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ .םבִָּל ןיִכהְָלוּ לֵארָשְִׂי רשֵַּׁיְל איבִָנ דמֲֹעַי גוֹגמָוּ
 תקְַזחֶבְּ םהֵשֶׁ םישִָׁנאֲ לסְפִל אֹלְו .אמֵטָּהַ רהֵטְַל אֹלְו .רוֹהטָּהַ אמֵּטְַל אֹל אבָּ וֹניֵאְו .'וֹגְו "הָיִּלֵא
 )דכ ,ג יכאלמ( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ .םָלוֹעבָּ םוֹלשָׁ םוּשָׂל אָלֶּא .ןיִלוּסְפּ וּקְזחְהֻשֶׁ ימִ רישְִׁכהְַל אֹלְו .תוּרשְַׁכּ
 לָכְו .וּהָיִּלֵא אוֹבָי חַישִׁמָּהַ תַאיבִּ םדֶקֹּשֶׁ םירִמְוֹאשֶׁ םימִָכחֲהַ ןמִ שֵׁיְו ."םיִנבָּ לַע תוֹבָא בֵל בישִׁהְֵו"
 לֶצאֵ ןהֵ ןימִוּתסְ םירִבָדְּשֶׁ .וּיהְִיּשֶׁ דַע וּיהְִי ךְיאֵ םדָאָ עדֵַי אֹל ןהֶבָּ אֵצוֹיַּכְו םירִבָדְּהַ וּלּאֵ
 שֵׁי ךְָכיפִלְוּ .םיקִוּספְּהַַ ערְֵכהֶ יפִלְ אלָּאֶ .וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ הלָבָּקַ םהֶלָ ןיאֵ םימִָכחֲהַ םַגּ .םיאִיבְִנּהַ
 .וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ תקֶֹלחְמַ םהֶלָ
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Our Sages taught: "There will be no difference between the current age and the 
Messianic era except the emancipation from our subjugation to the gentile 
kingdoms." 
The simple interpretation of the prophets' words appear to imply that the war of 
Gog and Magog will take place at the beginning of the Messianic age. Before the 
war of Gog and Magog, a prophet will arise to inspire Israel to be upright and 
prepare their hearts, as Malachi 3:22 states: 'Behold, I am sending you Elijah.' 
He will not come to declare the pure, impure, or to declare the impure, pure. He 
will not dispute the lineage of those presumed to be of proper pedigree, nor will 
he validate the pedigree of those whose lineage is presumed blemished. Rather, he 
will establish peace within the world as ibid. 3:24 continues: 'He will turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children." 
There are some Sages who say that Elijah's coming will precede the coming of the 
Mashiach. All these and similar matters cannot be deRinitely known by man until 
they occur for these matters are undeRined in the prophets' words and even the 
wise men have no established tradition regarding these matters except their own 
interpretation of the verses. Therefore, there is a controversy among them 
regarding these matters. 

The Rambam stresses that “nobody knows” the ideas are unde@ined. And so we 
see always when referring to the ץק  that things are hidden. 

 טמ:חמ תישארב

ָנבָּ־לֶא ב,קֲֹעַי א,רָקְִיַּו ִגַּאְו ,וּפסְ,ָאהֵ רמֶא,יַֹּו וי, ֶכָל הדָי, ֶכתְֶא א,רָקְִי־רשֶׁאֲ ת,ֵא ם,  ׃םי,מִָיּהַ תי,רִחֲַאבְּ ם,

And Jacob called his sons and said, “Come together that I may tell you what is to 
befall you at the end of time. 

 י"שר

 :םירִחֵַא םירִבָדְּ רמֵוֹא ליחִתְהְִו הָניִכשְׁ וּנּמֶּמִ הקְָלּתַּסְִנְו ץקֵּהַ תֶא תוֹלַּגְל שׁקֵּבִּ .םכל הדיגאו

He wished to reveal to them the end of Israel’s exile but the Shechinah departed 
from him and he began to speak of other things  

Or by Daniel when he is told the future: 

 ט:בי לאינד

ֵיִּנדָּ ךְ,ֵל רמֶא,יַֹּו ִכּ לא, ֵע־דַע םי,רִבָדְּהַ םי,מִתֻחֲַו םי,מִתֻסְ־י,  ׃ץ,קֵ ת,

He said, “Go, Daniel, for these words are secret and sealed to the time of the end. 

When the Rambam states that : 

 יפִלְ אלָּאֶ .וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ הלָבָּקַ םהֶלָ ןיאֵ םימִָכחֲהַ םַגּ .םיאִיבְִנּהַ לֶצאֵ ןהֵ ןימִוּתסְ םירִבָדְּשֶׁ
 .וּלּאֵ םירִבָדְבִּ תקֶֹלחְמַ םהֶלָ שֵׁי ךְָכיפִלְוּ .םיקִוּספְּהַַ ערְֵכהֶ

He is basing it on the conclusion of the Gemara as well as the numerous 
contradictions between Chazal. 



118 
 

The Gemara in Sanhedrin: 

 :זצ ןירדהנס

 לבאל ויד רמא לאומשו םיבוט םישעמו הבושתב אלא יולת רבדה ןיאו ןיציקה לכ ולכ בר רמא
 ולבאב דומעיש

Rav says: All the ends of days that were calculated passed, and the matter 
depends only upon repentance and good deeds. When the Jewish people repent, 
they will be redeemed. And Shmuel says: It is sufRicient for the mourner to endure 
in his mourning to bring about the coming of the Messiah. 

  

The Gemara continues : 

 יבר היל רמא ןילאגנ ןיא ואל םאו ןילאגנ הבושת ןישוע לארשי םא רמוא רזעילא 'ר יאנתכ 
 ןמהכ תושק ויתורזגש ךלמ ןהל דימעמ ה"בקה אלא ןילאגנ ןיא הבושת ןישוע ןיא םא עשוהי
 הבושת ןישוע לארשי םא רמוא רזעילא 'ר ךדיא אינת בטומל ןריזחמו הבושת ןישוע לארשיו
 אלהו עשוהי יבר ול רמא םכיתובושמ אפרא םיבבוש םינב ובוש )בכ ,ג והימרי( רמאנש ןילאגנ
 אלו םיבכוכ תדובעב םתרכמנ םנח ולאגת ףסכב אלו םתרכמנ םנח )ג ,בנ והיעשי( רמאנ רבכ
 רמאנ רבכ אלהו עשוהי 'רל רזעילא יבר ול רמא םיבוט םישעמו הבושתב אל ולאגת ףסכב
 יכ )די ,ג והימרי( רמאנ רבכ אלהו עשוהי יבר היל רמא םכילא הבושאו ילא ובוש )ז ,ג יכאלמ(
 'ר ול רמא ןויצ םכתא יתאבהו החפשממ םינשו ריעמ דחא םכתא יתחקלו םכב יתלעב יכנא
 רזעילא יברל עשוהי 'ר ול רמא ןועשות תחנו הבושב )וט ,ל והיעשי( רמאנ רבכ אלהו רזעילא
 דבעל יוג בעתמל שפנ הזבל ושודקו לארשי לאוג 'ה רמא הכ )ז ,טמ והיעשי( רמאנ רבכ אלהו
 )א ,ד והימרי( רמאנ רבכ אלהו רזעילא יבר ול רמא ווחתשיו םירש ומקו וארי םיכלמ םילשומ
 עמשאו )ז ,בי לאינד( רמאנ רבכ אלהו עשוהי יבר ול רמא בושת ילא 'ה םואנ לארשי בושת םא
 יחב עבשיו םימשה לא ולאמשו ונימי םריו רואיה ימימל לעממ רשא םידבה שובל שיאה תא
 יבר קתשו 'וגו הלא לכ הנילכת שדק םע די ץפנ תולככו יצחו םידעומ דעומל יכ םלועה
 רזעילא

  

The Gemara notes: This dispute is parallel to a dispute between tanna’im: Rabbi 
Eliezer says: If the Jewish people repent they are redeemed, and if not they are 
not redeemed. Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: If they do not repent, will they not be 
redeemed at all? Rather, the Holy One, Blessed be He, will establish a king for 
them whose decrees are as harsh as those issued by Haman, and the Jewish 
people will have no choice but to repent, and this will restore them to the right 
path.  

It is taught in another baraita that Rabbi Eliezer says: If the Jewish people repent 
they are redeemed, as it is stated: “Return, wayward children, I will heal your 
iniquities” (Jeremiah 3:22). Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But isn’t it already stated: 
“So says the Lord: You were sold for naught, and without money you shall be 
redeemed” (Isaiah 52:3)? Rabbi Yehoshua explains: “You were sold for naught” 
means you were sold for idol worship, which is a sin with no basis. “And without 
money you shall be redeemed” means you will be redeemed not through 
repentance and good deeds, but through the will of God.  
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Rabbi Eliezer said to Rabbi Yehoshua: But isn’t it already stated: “Return to me 
and I will return to you” (Malachi 3:7)? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But isn’t it 
already stated: “For I have taken you to Myself; and I will take you one from a city 
and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion” (Jeremiah 3:14), 
unconditionally?  

Rabbi Eliezer said to him: But isn’t it already stated: “In ease [beshuva] and rest 
shall you be saved” (Isaiah 30:15), indicating that redemption is dependent upon 
repentance [teshuva]? Rabbi Yehoshua said to Rabbi Eliezer: But isn’t it already 
stated: “So says the Lord, Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, to him who is despised 
of man, to him who is abhorred of the nation, to a servant of rulers: Kings shall 
see and arise, princes shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, Who is 
faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, Who has chosen you” (Isaiah 49:7), indicating 
that redemption will come independent of repentance?  

Rabbi Eliezer said to him: But isn’t it already stated: “If you will return, Israel, 
says the Lord, return to Me” (Jeremiah 4:1), indicating that redemption is 
contingent upon repentance? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But isn’t it already 
stated: “And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 
river, when he lifted up his right hand and his left hand to heaven and swore by 
the One Who lives forever that it shall be for a period, periods, and a half; when 
the crushing of the power of the holy people shall have been completed, all these 
things shall be Rinished” (Daniel 12:7), indicating that the time for redemption is 
set and unrelated to repentance? And Rabbi Eliezer was silent, unable to refute 
the proof from that verse 

We are also all aware of the Chazal: 

 בייח ולוכ וא יאכז ולוכש רודב אלא אב דוד ןב ןיא ןנחוי יבר רמאו

And Rabbi Yoḥanan says: The son of David will come only in a generation that is 
entirely innocent, in which case they will be deserving of redemption, or in a 
generation that is entirely guilty, in which case there will be no alternative to 
redemption. 

So which one is it? Do we need to do Teshuva to bring Mashiach or is it going to 

happen on its own? 

The Rambam states in the seventh perek of Hilchos Teshuva: 

 הרָוֹתּ החָיטִבְהִ רבְָכוּ .הבָוּשׁתְבִּ אָלֶּא ןיִלָאְגִנ לֵארָשְִׂי ןיֵאְו הבָוּשׁתְּהַ לַע וּוִּצ ןָלֻּכּ םיִאיבְִנּהַ לָכּ
 וּאבָֹי יִכ הָיהְָו" )א ל םירבד( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ ןיִלָאְגִנ ןהֵ דָיּמִוּ ןתָוּלָגּ ףוֹסבְּ הבָוּשׁתְּ תוֹשֲׂעַל לֵארָשְִׂי ףוֹסּשֶׁ
 :'וֹגְו "ךָיהֶֹלֱא 'ה בשְָׁו" )ג ל םירבד( "ךָיהֶֹלֱא 'ה דַע תָּבְשְַׁו" )ב ל םירבד( 'וֹגְו "םירִבָדְּהַ לָכּ ךָיֶלָע

All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only be redeemed 
through Teshuvah.The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will 
repent at the end of her exile and, immediately, she will be redeemed as 
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[Deuteronomy 30:1-3] states: ”There shall come a time when [you will experience] 
all these things... and you will return to God, your Lord.... God, your Lord, will 
bring you back .” 

Which one is it. Teshuva brings the end of Galus of Geula brings us to Teshuva? 

  

 דַלוֹנ חסֶַפּבַּ ,תוֹבָא וּתמֵ ירִשְׁתִבְּ ,תוֹבָא וּדְלוֹנ ירִשְׁתִבְּ ,םלָוֹעהָ ארָבְִנ ירִשְׁתִבְּ :רמֵוֹא רֶזֶעילִאֱ יבִּרַ
  .ןירִוּסאֲהָ תיבֵּמִ ףסֵוֹי אָצָי הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ ,הָנּחְַו לחֵרָ הרָשָׂ הדָקְְפִנ הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ ,קחְָצִי

 .לאֵָגּילִ ןידִיתֲִע ירִשְׁתִבְּ ,וּלאְֲגִנ ןסָיִנבְּ ,םִירְַצמִבְּ וּניתֵוֹבאֲמֵ הדָוֹבֲע הָלטְבָּ הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ

 ,קחְָצִי דַלוֹנ חסֶַפבְּ ,תוֹבָא וּתמֵ ןסָיִנבְּ ,תוֹבָא וּדְלוֹנ ןסָיִנבְּ ,םלָוֹעהָ ארָבְִנ ןסָיִנבְּ :רמֵוֹאַ עשֻׁוֹהְי יבִּרַ
 הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ ,ןירִוּסאֲהָ תיבֵּמִ ףסֵוֹי אָצָי הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ ,הָנּחְַו לחֵרָ הרָשָׂ הדָקְְפִנ הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ
 .לאֵָגּילִ ןידִיתֲִע ןסָיִנבְּ וּלאְֲגִנ ןסָיִנבְּ ,םִירְַצמִבְּ וּניתֵוֹבאֲמֵ הדָוֹבֲע הָלטְבָּ

 ץרֶָאהָ אשֵׁדְתַּ םיהִֹלֱא רמֶאיַֹּו״ :רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ — םָלוֹעהָ ארָבְִנ ירִשְׁתִבְּשֶׁ ןִיַנּמִ :רמֵוֹא רֶזֶעיִלֱא יבִּרַ ,אָיְנת
 יֵוהֱ — תוֹריֵפּ אֵלמָ ןָליִאְו םיִאשָׁדְּ הָאיִצוֹמ ץרֶָאהָשֶׁ שׁדֶחֹ וּהֶזיֵא .״ירִפְּ ץֵע ערֶַזַ עירְִזמַ בשֵֶׂע אשֶׁדֶּ
 ןמִ הלֲֶעַי דאְֵו״ :רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ ,וּחמֵּיִצְו םימִשְָׁגּ וּדרְָיְו ,התְָיהָ הָעיבִרְ ןמְַז קרֶֶפּהַ וֹתוֹאְו .ירִשְׁתִּ הֶז רמֵוֹא
 .״ץרֶאָהָ

 ערֶַזַ עירְִזמַ בשֵֶׂע אשֶׁדֶּ ץרֶָאהָ אֵצוֹתַּו״ :רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ — םָלוֹעהָ ארָבְִנ ןסָיִנבְּשֶׁ ןִיַנּמִ :רמֵוֹאַ עשֻׁוֹהְי יבִּרַ
 .ןסָיִנ הֶז ,רמֵוֹא יֵוהֱ — תוֹריֵפּ איִצוֹמ ןָליִאְו םיִאשָׁדְּ הָאיֵלמְ ץרֶָאהָשֶׁ שׁדֶחֹ וּהֶזיֵא .״ירִפְּ השֶׂוֹע ץֵעְו
 ״׳וֹגְו ןאצֹּהַ םירִָכ וּשׁבְָל״ :רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ ,הֶז לֶצֵא הֶז ןיִגוְוּדְַּזמִּשֶׁ ףוֹעָו הָיּחְַו המָהֵבְּ ןמְַז ,קרֶֶפּהַ וֹתוֹאְו

There is a fundamental difference between R Eliezer and R Yehoshua as to 
when the Geula is to take place. In Tishrei or in Nissan. These opinions seem to 

be consistent with their opinions as to how Geula will take place. R’ Yehoshua 
holds that the Geula will take place in Nissan and just as in Nissan we were 
able to be redeemed from Mitzrayim regardless of our participation so to the 
future Geula will take place without a need for us to make it happen. R’ Eliezer 
in contrast says the future Geula will take place in Tishrei and Tishrei is a time 
of Teshuva and Din and those are required for Geula to happen. 

The contrast in their opinions is stressed in the seeming contradiction of the 
Pesukim regarding the creation of the world. R Eliezer is saying in Tishrei the 
world was created as it says ירפ ץע  trees full of fruit and it says ץראה ןמ הלעי דאו  

at that moment the Torah tells us Adam was required to respond and make the 
rains happen. R’ Yehoshua speaks of a Nissan creation one of ירפ השוע ץע  that 
that the world responds on its own ןכ יהיו  ! 

Both these levels are nested one in the other in the same way that העידי  and 

הריחב  are. Our choices, our actions become part of a self organizing world that 
expresses HKB”H’s will /Razton. We live in times where we witness this every 
day. Our actions are small but they add up on a national level to the events that 
clearly are bringing the ץק  and the Geula closer. 

It is a confusing time, and an appropriate emotion for Tish B’Av 

We should all be Zoche to what Chazal say on the Pasuk from Rus: 
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ָיהְָו הָלְי,ַלּהַ ׀ יִני,ִל ֵלָאְגִי־םִא ,רקֶ,בֹּבַ ה, ֹל־םִאְו ל,ָאְגִי ,בוֹט ךְ, ָגְל ץ,פֹּחְַי א, ֵלאֳ, ָוהְי־יחַ יִכ,ֹנָא ךְי,תְִּלַאְגוּ ךְ,  ה,
 ׃רקֶ,בֹּהַ־דַע י,בְִכשִׁ

If we deserve Geula and do what is necessary  בוט  and if not wait  for the 
morning of HKB”H ‘s presence is near.  

We should be Zoche to come out of the confusion for a Teshuva Shleima and a 
Geula Shleima ונימיב הרהמב  
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Essay #27 

Nechama and Awareness 

August 28,2024 

 ד"פשת בא םחנמ ד"כ

Israel, and all of us that live here are at a strange crossroads. The tension in the 
country is palatable, and is even being compared to the waiting period prior to 

the Six day war. There is a very theoretical chance that a deal will be made with 

Hamas, which is only something the US could think is going to happen – Hamas 
has not even sent representatives to the meetings! – so no high hopes are being 
held out in Israel. Having buried six of the hostages this past week who were 
murdered in cold blood (bullet holes were found in their heads) everyone, 
especially the US administration needs to understand who we are dealing with. 

A break down of the negotiations (which is just a matter of time) will lead to a 
multi front war against Hizbullah and Iran, and I am fairly certain you do not 
hear the news of what is going on in the Shomron, where the army is also 

engaged in full scale operations against terrorists. Last week rockets were @ired 

directly on to homes in Katzrin, my daughter went as part of her position in the 
army to guide reporters, she tells me it was an absolute miracle nobody was 
killed, the homes were completely destroyed. Another miracle occurred this 
past Sunday where Israel was able to destroy and intercept Hizballahs attack. 

The divine intervention we are seeing continually. 

I actually spent last week in the Golan, at my sons house which is a 15 minute 
drive south from Katzrin, I didn’t even hear the missiles, and as odd as it might 
sound, life there was going on as usual. The Golan is usually @illed with families 
on Bein Hazmanim vacation. It was not full, but there were some. I took a hike 
to the Mapal HaLavan and there were people there, but not overwhelming as it 
usually is during summer. 

With all this going on three Derech Etz Chaim Talmidim/Alumni picked up this 
week and moved to Israel! Dr. Elan Norparvar, Gilad Silverman and Aaron 

Roller. On our DEC EY Whatsapp chat there was great Simcha in having them 

join the over 50 DECers, and all of us  living in Eretz Yisrael . I was at the 
airport picking up an arrival and Olim from the US were coming off the plane 
with great joy from the entire Tzibur waiting in the arrivals area! 

I also had two interesting conversations with DEC Alumns living in the US. One 
mentioned to me that his brother in law made Aliyah this summer and he 
already has a sister living here, and asked what right does he have to not have a 
plan to get to Eretz Yisrael?! Another DECer asked me “how will we know when 
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we are in חישמה תומי ?”  (I think I misunderstood his question as I thought he 
meant the period leading up to the חישמ  coming well what I think he meant 
was the actual time of the )חישמ  in any case I want to share my answer with 

you as it is Nogeah the weeks of אתמחנ  that we are presently in. 

There is a necessity on the part of every individual and ultimately for the 
Yisrael to be aware of the times we are living in. As you pay attention to the 
Haftarot of Nechama in the coming weeks you will see that the Nevuot have 
literally come true. We are living in a time where Yerushalayim is one of the 
most beautiful cities in the world, where a Kibbutz Galiyot has taken place, 
where Eretz Yisrael is settled and blooming. We are also living in a time when 

were are presently engaged in the longest war in Yisraels history. Where the 
Goyim have the chutzpah to take us to world court. The events are historical 
and Midrashic and one needs to be aware of the historic signi@icance of these 
times . 

If I may offer an opinion, the biggest shortcoming in Klal Yisrael right now stem 

from a lack of awareness and engagement in the historical present.  

The Navi Zecharia  

ָוהְֹי ,רמַָא ה,כֹּ ֵי ד,עֹ תוֹ,אבְָצ ה, ִנקְֵז ,וּבשְׁ,   ׃םי,מִָי ב,רֹמֵ וֹ,דָיבְּ וֹ,תְּנַעשְׁמִ שׁי,ִאְו םִ͏,ָלשָׁוּרְי תוֹ,בחֹרְבִּ תוֹ,נקְֵזוּ םי,

ִו םי,דִָלְי וּ,אְל,מִָּי ,ריִעהָ תוֹ,בחֹרְוּ   ׃הָי,תֶבֹ,חֹרְבִּ םי,קִחֲשַׂמְ תוֹ,דָלי,

ָוהְֹי ,רמַָא ה,כֹּ ִכּ תוֹ,אבְָצ ה, ָעהָ >תירִאֵשְׁ >יֵניֵעבְּ א>לֵפִָּי י> ֶזּהַ ם>  ם>אְֻנ א>לֵפִָּי >יַניֵעבְּ־םַגּ ם>הֵהָ םי>מִָיּבַּ ה>
ָוהְֹי   ׃תוֹ>אבְָצ ה>

ָוהְֹי ,רמַָא ה,כֹּ ִנְנהִ תוֹ,אבְָצ ה,   ׃שׁמֶ,שָּׁהַ אוֹ,במְ ץרֶ,ֶאמֵוּ ח,רְָזמִ ץרֶ,ֶאמֵ י,מִַּע־תֶאַ עי,שִׁוֹמ י,

ָעְל י,ִל־וּיהְָו םִ͏,ָלשָׁוּרְי ךְוֹ,תבְּ וּ,נְכשְָׁו ם,תָאֹ י,תִאבֵהְֵו ַו ם, ֶיהְֶא ,יִנאֲ,   ׃ה,קָדְָצבִוּ ת,מֱֶאבֶּ םי,הִֹלא,ֵל ,םהֶָל ה,

 י"שר

 :םהל השעא רשא לודגה דסחה םהיניעב .אלפי יכ

It will seem impossible! The Navi Zechariah is telling us we need to be aware 
and surprised and appreciative of what we are seeing today. 

As we head into Elul , the last month of a long year, we look back at a very 
dif@icult year for Klal Yisrael. We became םימעה לכמ הזובמ  , completely looked 

down upon by the entire world. Hundreds of soldiers killed, thousands of 
Yidden are refugees. Cities in Eretz Yisrael in the north completely destroyed. It 
will take years if not decades to recover. 

The times we are living in are not “normal times”.  

Are we in חישמה תומי  , I would like to think so. We should be Zoche soon to see 
the end of the story, to see the coming of Mashiach and לארשי ומע ןרק םריו .  
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Essay #29 

Tehuva, Tefilla, Tzedakah 

September 22, 2024 

ד"פשת לולא ט"י  

The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva says: 

 ד:ב הבושת תוכלה

 וֹחכֹּ יִפְכּ הקָדְָצ השֶׂוֹעְו םיִנוּנחֲתַבְוּ יִכבְבִּ םשֵּׁהַ יֵנְפִל דימִתָּ קֵעוֹצ בשָּׁהַ תוֹיהְִל הבָוּשׁתְּהַ יֵכרְדַּמִ
 השָָׂעשֶׁ שׁיִאהָ וֹתוֹא יִניֵאְו רחֵַא יִנאֲ רמַוֹלְכּ וֹמשְׁ הֶנּשַׁמְוּ וֹבּ אטָחָשֶׁ רבָדָּהַ ןמִ הבֵּרְהַ קחֵרַתְמִוּ
 יֵנְפּמִ ןוָֹע תרֶֶפַּכמְ תוּלָגּשֶׁ .וֹמוֹקמְּמִ הֶלוֹגְו הרָשְָׁי ךְרֶדְֶלוּ הבָוֹטְל ןָלֻּכּ וישֲָׂעמַ הֶנּשַׁמְוּ םישֲִׂעמַּהַ ןתָוֹא
 :חַוּר לַפשְׁוּ וָנָע תוֹיהְִלְו עַנָכּהְִל וֹל תמֶרֶוֹגּשֶׁ

He introduces a new idea called Darchei Teshuva, which is clearly different and 

on a lower level then actual Teshuva. Previously in Halacha 2 the Rambam 

explains: 

 דוֹע וּהשֲֵׂעַי אֹלּשֶׁ וֹבִּלבְּ רמְֹגִיְו וֹתּבְשַׁחֲמַּמִ וֹריסִיִו וֹאטְחֶ אטֵוֹחהַ בזֲֹעַיּשֶׁ אוּה .הבָוּשׁתְּהַ איהִ המַוּ
 יִכּ" )טי אל הימרי( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ רבַָעשֶׁ לַע םחֵַנתְִי ןֵכְו .'וֹגְו "וֹכּרְדַּ עשָׁרָ בזֲֹעַי" )ז הנ היעשי( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ
 די עשוה( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ םָלוֹעְל אטְחֵהַ הֶזְל בוּשָׁי אֹלּשֶׁ תוֹמוּלֲעתַַּ עדֵוֹי ויָלָע דיִעָיְו ."יתִּמְחִַנ יבִוּשׁ ירֵחֲַא
 וּלֵּא תוֹנָיְנִע רמַוֹלְו ויתָָפשְׂבִּ תוֹדַּותְהְִל ךְירִָצְו .'וֹגְו "וּנידֵָי השֲֵׂעמְַל וּניהֵֹלֱא דוֹע רמַאֹנ אֹלְו" )ד
 :וֹבִּלבְּ רמַָגּשֶׁ

There he explains what Teshuva is and makes it clear that it is dealing with 
undoing the past. Darchei Teshuva is a desire to move forward even if I am not 
yet ready to deal with the past. I am not ready to be בזעי  .  

From where does the Rambam know moving forward without dealing with the 
past. That Darchei Teshuva without actual Teshuva is still valuable? From:  

 ו:ב הבושת תוכלה

 םירִוּפִּכּהַ םוֹיְו הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹ ןיבֵּשֶׁ םימִָיּהַ הרָשֲָׂעבַּ .םָלוֹעָל הָפָי הקָָעְצּהְַו הבָוּשׁתְּהַשֶׁ יִפּ לַע ףַא
 ."וֹאְצמָּהִבְּ 'ה וּשׁרְדִּ" )ו הנ היעשי( רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ דָיּמִ איהִ תֶלבֶּקַתְמִוּ רתֵוֹיבְּ הָפָי איהִ

That we @ind that הקעצו הבושת  (which is one thing as he uses the adjective  הפי  

in singular not תופי  in plural) . The ואצמהב 'ה ושרד  that we @ind during the 
הבושת ימי תרשע  is a time of utilizing the availability of HKB”H and His openness 

to relationship to reach out through הבושתה יכרד  to show an interest and desire 
to connect. 

There is a famous תקולחמ  between the Rambam and the Ramban regarding if 
Te@illa is a אתיירואד הוצמ  

The Rambam counts Te@illa as a Mitzva D’Oraissa (#5) . The Ramban has 
numerous questions on the Rambam from various Gemaras and concludes it 
should not be counted in the 613 Mitzvos and then goes on to explain: 
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 הדובעה ללכמש רמול וא איה אתכמסא הלפת וז א"ד דומלת הז ודבעלו ירפסב ושרדש המו
 די לא םידבע יניעכ וילא ונבלו וניניע הנייהתו תורצה תעב וילא ללפתנשו ותרות דומלנש
 םתוערהו םכתא ררוצה רצה לע םכצראב המחלמ ואבת יכו בותכש ןינעכ הזו םהינודא
 וינפל קועזל רובצה לע אבתש הרצ לע הוצמ איהו םכיהלא 'ה ינפל םתרכזנו תורצוצחב
 רטמ היהי אלו םימש רצעהב בותכש ומכ ה"ע המלש ראבש ןינעה אוהו העורתבו הלפתב
 וירעש ץראב וביוא ול רצי יכ היהי יכ ליסח הברא ןוקרי ןופדש היהי יכ רבד היהי יכ בער ביתכו
 שיא ןועדי רשא לארשי ךמע לכל םדאה לכל היהת רשא הנחת לכ הלפת לכ הלחמ לכ עגנ לכ
 .הזה תיבה לא ויפכ שרפו ובבל יעגנ

That in a time of trouble of Tzaros there is a special Mitzva to cry out in Te@ila 
(and to learn Torah) to HKB”H  

 תורצה תעב וילא ללפתנשו ותרות דומלנש

 

So that during a time of trouble, such as war, an הרצ תע  , there is a special 
Mitzva according to the Ramban of davening and learning.  

The Rambam in Hilchos Taaniyos says: 

 'א קרפ תוינעת תוכלה

 רמֱַאֶנּשֶׁ .רוּבִּצּהַ לַע אוֹבתָּשֶׁ הרָָצ לָכּ לַע תוֹרְצוֹצחֲבַַּ עירִהְָלוּ קעְֹזִל הרָוֹתּהַ ןמִ השֲֵׂע תַוְצמִ
 תרֶצֹּבַּ ןוֹגְכּ םֶכָל רֵצָיּשֶׁ רבָדָּ לָכּ רמַוֹלְכּ ."תוֹרְצצֹחֲבַּ םתֶעֹרֵהֲַו םֶכתְֶא ררֵצֹּהַ רַצּהַ לַע" )ט י רבדמב(
  :וּעירִהְָו ןהֶיֵלֲע וּקֲעַז ןהֶבָּ אֵצוֹיַּכְו הבֶּרְַאְו רבֶדְֶו

 לַלְגבִּשֶׁ לכּהַ וּעדְֵי וּעירִָיְו הָיֶלָע וּקֲעְזִיְו הרָָצ אוֹבתָּשֶׁ ןמְַזבִּשֶׁ .אוּה הבָוּשׁתְּהַ יֵכרְדַּמִ הֶז רבָדְָו
 םהֶָל םרְֹגִיּשֶׁ אוּה הֶזְו .'וֹגְו "וּטּהִ םֶכיתֵוֹנוֲֹע" )הכ ה הימרי( בוּתָכַּכּ ןהֶָל ערַוּה םיִערָהָ םהֶישֲֵׂעמַ
  :םהֶיֵלֲעמֵ הרָָצּהַ ריסִהְָל

What that means is that whatever modes of הבושתה יכרד  we have in a normal 
Aseres Yemei Teshuva, which is mostly a Minhag Klal Yisrael has taken upon 

itself: 

 דַעְו הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹמֵ תוְֹצמִבְּ קסֲֹעלְַו םיבִוֹט םישֲִׂעמַבְוּ הקָדְָצבִּ תוֹבּרְהַלְ לאֵרָשְִׂי תיבֵּ לָכּ וּגהֲָנ
 יתֵּבָבְּ לֵלַּפּתְהְִלוּ וּלֵּא םימִָי הרָשֲָׂעבַּ הָלְיַלּבַּ םוּקָל םָלֻּכּ וּגהֲָנְו .הָנשָּׁהַ לָכּמִ רתֶֶי םירִוּפִּכּהַ םוֹי
:םוֹיּהַ רוֹאֵיּשֶׁ דַע ןישִׁוּבִּכבְוּ םיִנוּנחֲתַּ ירֵבְדִבְּ תוֹיּסִֵנְכּ  

These things now, in the midst of a war, have the weight of a Mitzvah  ִתַוְצמ 
הרָוֹתּהַ ןמִ השֲֵׂע   

Recently there has been a new phase the war. Last week it began with @inally 
having something for Yisrael to be prideful about , and even laugh bit, with the 
genius operation of exploding pagers and walkie talkies. But as I write these 
words northern Eretz Yisrael, which is gradually moving farther south, is under 
constant barrage of rocket @ire. Last night there was rocket @ire for the @irst time 
from Lebanon in Tel Aviv!  School is canceled in the north and people need to 

be near bomb shelters. The war on that front is expanding and we are still 
@ighting in Aza where close to 100 captives are still being held! And there is no 

end in sight! 
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And though we have greatly enjoyed being םקונ  on our enemies. Daily, sadly, 
names of soldiers being killed in battle are released and we are aware of the 
sacri@ice being given to allow us to retain Eretz Yisrael. 

We have spoken in the past about the Rambam in Hilchos Taaniyos: 

 הרָקְִנ וֹז הרָָצְו וּנלָ ערַאֵ םלָוֹעהָ גהְַנמִּמִ הֶז רבָדָּ וּרמְאיֹ אלָּאֶ וּעירִָי אֹלְו וּקֲעְזִי אֹל םִא לבָאֲ
 תוֹרָצ הרָָצּהַ ףיסִוֹתְו .םיִערָהָ םהֶישֲֵׂעמַבְּ קבֵּדַּהְִל םהֶָל תמֶרֶוֹגְו תוּיּרִָזְכאַ ךְרֶדֶּ וֹז ירֵהֲ .תירֵקְִנ
 יִנאֲ םַגּ יתְִּכַלהְָו" )חכ וכ ארקיו( "ירִקֶבְּ ימִִּע םתְֶּכַלהֲַו" )זכ וכ ארקיו( הרָוֹתּבַּ בוּתָכּשֶׁ אוּה .תוֹרחֵאֲ
 ףיסִוֹא ירִקֶ איהִשֶׁ וּרמְאתֹּ םִא וּבוּשׁתָּשֶׁ ידְֵכּ הרָָצ םֶכיֵלֲע איבִָאשְֶׁכּ רמַוֹלְכּ ."ירִקֶ תמַחֲבַּ םֶכמִָּע
 :ירִקֶ וֹתוֹא תמַחֲ םֶכָל

The Rambam uses a very strong expression on someone who does not respond 
to תורצ תוירזכא .  it is cruel. To think that this situation is normal, to think that it 
is just geopolitics that will blow over , to think that we can ignore it and 

literally pay lip service to it (a few Tehillim every day) is cruel.  

Several decades ago, I attended the @irst night Selichos in the Ramban shul in 

the old city, and Rav Neventzal Shlita spoke for a few minutes prior to Selichos. 
That year the “@irst intifada” had begun. That was “only” Arabs throwing stones 
and bottles at Jewish drivers as they drove by. For us living here at the time it 
was traumatic, in that until that year we felt there was nothing to fear, the 
Arabs had always been subdued, and we were here to stay. There was no talk of 
a Palestinian State, and the PLO was recognized as a terrorist organization that 
nobody talked to. We all felt this was a passing phase.  Rav Neventzal said a few 

short words, he said “had you known last year before Selichos and Rosh 

Hashana what this year would look like, think about how much more seriously 
you would have davened, and would have prepared for Rosh Hashana and the 
Yom HaDin” 

Imagine a year ago, had we even thought the possibility of what happened this 
year could happen, how we would have prepared and gone into the Yemei 
HaDin differently, and more seriously. We have entered in to a never-ending 
war. 1200 people were butchered in one day, then hundreds more killed in the 
ground operation and thousands injured. Tens of thousands of people from 

Northern Israel are refugees, not able to return home and villages like Metulla 
have been completely destroyed, while other places in northern Israel have 
been severely burned and damaged.  

הריזגה עור תא ןיריבעמ הקדצו ,הליפתו, הבושתו  

Lets get to work 

Kesiva V’Chasima Tova 

היתוכרבו הנש לחתו , היתוללקו הנש הלכתָ◌  
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Essay #30 

Tekiyas Shofar 

October 8, 2024 

ה"פשת ירשת 'ו  

I want to share with you what was said to the Yeshiva prior to רפוש תעוקת  with 

some additional comments regarding the October 7th anniversary which we just 
past. 

On הנשה שאר ברע  just as we were about to daven Maariv in Yeshiva the air raid 

sirens sounded and we all moved to a secure area  of the building to daven . I 
commented to the Talmidim that how come nobody was scared? I am mean 

nobody at all. I had to keep the guys inside so they would not go outside to 

watch the “light show” of the missiles incoming and the shooting them down by 
our side. Why was nobody scared? It is maybe the only time in history that so 

many ICBMs (Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles) were @ired from one country on 

to another. Was everyone so con@ident in the IDF’s technological superiority? 

You certainly cannot rely on a miracle?! 

As we have mentioned so many times this year the Rabeinu B’Chaya on the 
Pasuk from Mishlei: 

)אל ,אכ ילשמ( העושתה 'הלו המחלמ םויל ןכומ סוס  

 תושעל ךרטציש רבד לכ השעיש )אכ ילשמ( הזה בותכב םדא לכ ריהזי ה"ע ךלמה המלש
וחכבש המ לכ עבטה ךרדבו ,םימש ידיב ראשה רוסמישו ,   

We are responsible for complete and total Hishtadlus , so that even missing one 
horse (or in our case one ץח  anti-missile missile), would not allow a place for 
HKB”H’s Hashgacha. (see essay #18) If so, we have to realize that as terrible a 
year that we experienced in  ד"פשת  , we were also הכוז  to the most miraculous 
year possibly ever! It was a year that sadly created over 800 orphans and 

thousands of deaths, and was clearly a result of the ןיד  last Rosh Hashana. But 
the Hashgacha and the  we have seen this year are also part of what  םיסינ
HKB”H gave us over the past year and closed the year with Yisrael being able to 

once again hold our head high. ךמע לארשי ןרק םריו  . The hatred for Yisrael is not 
going to disappear, but the admiration for what Yisrael has accomplished over 
the past few weeks as we closed the year is enormous. 

The Rambam explains in the Moreh Nevuchim: 

 ךתבשחמ הנפתשכ – תיהלאה המכחה תתימאב םדא ינבבש םכחה תייה ולו – התאש עדו
 ךניאו ׳תי הולאה ןיבו ךניב רשא אוהה קובידה תקספ רבכ ,ךירצ קסעל וא ,ךירצ לכאמל
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 .איהה תעב לעופב קספנ רבכ וניבו ךניב רשא אוהה סחיה יכ ,ךמע וניא אוה ןכו זא ומע
 ונממ וריהזהו הולאב בושחלמ םהב םילטב ויהש תועשה לע םידיסחה םידיפקמ ויה הז ינפמו
 אוה – טומא לב ינימימ יכ דימת ידגנל יי יתיוש״ דוד רמאו ;״םכתעדמ לא ונפת לא״ ׃ורמאו
 תולקל ןיע ףרהכ םדאה החכשי אל רשא ינימי די אוה וליאכו ,ונממ יתבשחמ הנפמ יניא רמוא
לופא אל ׃רמולכ – טומא אל הז ינפמו – התעונת . 

You must know that even if you were the wisest man in respect to the true 
knowledge of God, you break the bond between you and God whenever you turn 
entirely your thoughts to the necessary food or any necessary business; you are 
then not with God, and He is not with you: for that relation between you and Him 
is actually interrupted in those moments. The pious were therefore particular to 
restrict the time in which they could not meditate upon the name of God, and 
cautioned others about it, saying, “Let not your minds be vacant from reRlections 
upon God.” In the same sense did David say, “I have set the Lord always before 
me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved” (Ps. 16:8); i.e., I do not 
turn my thoughts away from God; He is like my right hand, which I do not forget 
even for a moment on account of the ease of its motions, and therefore I shall not 
be moved, I shall not fail. 

 ןיא ׳תווצמ׳ה ראש תושעו ,הליפתהו ׳הרות׳ה תאירקכ ,םלוכ ולאה תודובעה ישעמש ,עדו
 וליאכו ,םלועה יקסעמ תונפהלו ׳תי הולאה תווצמב קסעתהל דמלתהל קר – םתנוכ תילכת
 לא ךינפו ךיתפש תענהב ללפתת םא לבא .ותלוז רבד לכמ תלטבו ׳תי וב תקסעתה התא
 ילבמ ,ךתיב ןינבב ךבלו – ךנושלב ׳הרות׳ה ארקתו ,ךרכממו ךחקמב בשוח התאו – לתוכה
 הריפח רופחיש ימכ – ךירבאב הנשעת – ׳הוצמ׳ השעת רשא לכ ןכו ;והארקתש המב הניחב
 אלו ותושעל הויצש ימ אל ,אוהה השעמה ןינע תניחב ילבמ ,רעיה ןמ םיצע בוטחי וא עקרקב
 ׃םהב רמאנש יממ בורק זא היהת לבא .תילכתל תעגהש בושחת אל – ותנוכ תילכת המ
״םהיתוילכמ קוחרו םהיפב התא בורק״ . 

If we, however, pray with the motion of our lips, and our face toward the wall, 
but at the same time think of our business; if we read the Law with our tongue, 
whilst our heart is occupied with the building of our house, and we do not think 
of what we are reading; if we perform the commandments only with our limbs, 
we are like those who are engaged in digging in the ground, or hewing wood in 
the forest, without reRlecting on the nature of those acts, or by whom they are 
commanded, or what is their object. We must not imagine that [in this way] we 
attain the highest perfection; on the contrary, we are then like those in reference 
to whom Scripture says, “Thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins” 
(Jer. 12:2). 

The Rambam here stresses that our connection with HKB”H is dependent on 

our consciousness of Him. When we are not thinking of Him we are 
disconnected . 

In Hilchos Teshuva the Rambam explains: 

 םיִנשְֵׁי וּרוּע רמַוֹלְכּ וֹבּ שֵׁי זמֶרֶ בוּתָכּהַ תרֵַזְגּ הָנשָּׁהַ שׁארֹבְּ רפָוֹשׁ תַעיקִתְּשֶׁ יפִּ לַע ףאַ
 …םֶכאֲרַוֹבּ וּרְכִזְו הבָוּשׁתְבִּ וּרְזחְִו םֶכישֲֵׂעמַבְּ וּשׂפְּחְַו םֶכתְמַדֵּרְתַּמִ וּציקִהָ םימִדָּרְִנְו םֶכתְַנשְּׁמִ
 וֹתּבְשַׁחֲמַוּ הָערָהָ וֹכּרְדַּ םֶכּמִ דחָאֶ לָכּ בזֲֹעַיְו םֶכילֵלְַעמַוּ םֶכיֵכרְדַּ וּביטִיהְֵו םֶכיתֵוֹשׁפְַנלְ וּטיבִּהַ
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 וֹיְצחְֶו יאַכַּז וֹיְצחֶ וּלִּאְכּ הּלָֻּכּ הָנשָּׁהַ לָכּ וֹמְצַע האֶרְִיּשֶׁ םדָאָ לָכּ ךְירִָצ ךְָכיפִלְ .הבָוֹט אֹל רשֶׁאֲ
  .בָיּחַ

Even though the sounding of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is a decree, it contains 
an allusion. It is as if [the shofar's call] is saying: 

Wake up you sleepy ones from your sleep and you who slumber, arise. Inspect 
your deeds, repent, remember your Creator… Look to your souls. Improve your 
ways and your deeds and let every one of you abandon his evil path and thoughts. 

Accordingly, throughout the entire year, a person should always look at himself as 
equally balanced between merit and sin and the world as equally balanced 
between merit and sin. If he performs one sin, he tips his balance and that of the 
entire world to the side of guilt and brings destruction upon himself. 

The Rambam explains the simplest Pshat in the Torah giving you a Mitzvah to 
blow a Shofar is that it is an alarm! It is meant to be a wake up call. Wake up 

look at yourself, is this the person you want to be?! Is this the life you wish to 

lead?! You ultimately can hear that Shofar the entire year, making you be 
conscious of the signi@icance of every action and every moment.  

The air raid sirens we have experienced this year, and the ones we heard on 

Erev Rosh Hashana are meant to grab or attention. Call our attention to the 
miraculous times we are living in. To pay attention to what HKB”H is telling us. 
Look around? Think about the world we live in. The miracle that has occurred 

in Eretz Yisrael over the past 75 years. The miracles that are occurring every 
single day for those of us who are living here and for all of Klal Yisrael who 
share in the vision and pay attention to what we are in the midst of. 

Someone asked recently what is the end game in this war. The answer is 
frightening. We are headed to a confrontation with Iran and all that will entail. 
The awareness that if we are committed to the Bris then we can count on 
HKBH doing his part. ( תירבה רכוז ) Wake up and realize what the world we are 
living in is about. 

One comment. This week many people commemorated October 7th and the 
horrible events that occurred one year ago. October 7th is a day on the non-

Jewish calendar. A calendar that differs from ours not only in its counting the 
solar year but also in the randomness of a day’s particular signi@icance.  On the 
real Torah calendar the Yahrzeit is Shmini Atzeres. That is not a coincidence, 
and we have already discussed that this entire war has been about Shmini 
Atzeres issues, to reveal to us the differences between Yisrael and the Amim. I 
am sure in Shul on Shmini Atzeres, especially in Chutz L’Aretz where it is a 
separate day from Simchas Torah and there is Yizkor, it will be properly 
commemorated. And though October 7th is the popular term, we must 
remember this is the Shmini Atzeres War with all that implies. 
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Gmar Chasima Tova and ה"פשת  should be a year of the raising of the לארשי ןרק  

of clarity for Yisrael and a year that clearly brings us closer to Geula Shleima.  
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Essay #31 

Sukkos 

October 22, 2024 

 ה"פשת ירשת 'כ

Sukkos is referred to in the Torah as ףיסאה גח   

ֵצבְּ >ףסִאָ>הָ ג>חְַו ָנשָּׁהַ תא, ׃ה,דֶשָּׂהַ־ןמִ ךָי,שֲֶׂעמַ־ת,ֶא ,ךְָפּסְאׇבְּ ה,  

The Torah views, this time of the year, Sukkos, as the end of the year, the time 
of the ingathering. The idea of the time of הפיסא  which gives becomes the 
source of Simcha and וניתחמש ןמז   is that now at the end of the year you now 

have “something” , you are able to see the results of the hard work, the totality 
of the accomplishment of the year. It is now the time of the potential, the 
“becoming”, turning into the “being” the actualization which can now be seen in 

terms of its totality. What we now have. 

As we approach the year mark from an amazingly painful and inspiring year it 
is important to take stock and see where we have come to and what we as a 
natio have become. As I review my essays from the past year, we watched 

Yisrael move from complete תקולחמ  towards a special unity. From vulnerability 
to being a nation that needs to be feared. From being attacked to revenging 
against our enemies. We learned just how special a people Yisrael are. We had 

forgotten the הרובג  and שפנ תריסמ  that Yisrael is capable of. 

We witnessed over and over again the ארובה תחגשה  and the love that HKB”H 

has and continually displays for Yisrael . We understood the ןוכשי דדבל םע  and 

the םלוע  of רקש  that we are @ighting against. If Sukkos is as the Navi tells us the 
time that the nations need to appreciate Yisrael, and travel to the Beis 
HaMikdash , then this was a year where the nations failed, they stood against 
Yisrael, and those who passionately spoke on our behalf will certainly receive 
the Bracha promised.  

It has been a year of tremendous Aveilos, thousands killed, thousands severely 
injured. Hundreds of widows and orphans. The best of Yisrael giving their lives 
on the battle @ields, very special people whose loss that will be dif@icult to 

replace.  

Through all this Yisrael remembered who we are and what we are capable of. 
Not just a start up nation, but a nation that has principles. A nation that cares 
about the world more than the world cares about itself.  

I have cried thinking about the captives. I have cried thinking about the 
Gevurah of so many. I have cried each time I read about more of the fallen 
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brave soldiers being שפנ רסומ  , and more then willingly going to @ight Yisrael’s 
enemies and defend the people of Israel.  

Recently we have had much to smile and laugh about. (What can you say about 
the beeper attack that has not already been said, and the one Arab from Aza 
who was the victim who was killed during the Iranian missile attack!) The war 
is not over, and no one has any idea how it will end. During Elul in Yeshiva we 
were םייסמ  Meseches Makkos . Its ending could not be more appropriate for our 
times: 

 ישֵׁדְקׇ תיבֵּמִ אָצָיּשֶׁ לָעוּשׁ וּארָ תִיבַּהַ רהְַל וּעיִגּהִשֶׁ ןָויֵכּ ,םהֶידְֵגבִּ וּערְקָ םיִפוֹצּהַ רהְַל וּעיִגּהִשֶׁ ןָויֵכּ
 :םהֶָל רמַָא ?קחֵַצמְ התַָּא המָ יֵנְפּמִ :וֹל וּרמְָא .קחֵַצמְ אבָיקֲִע יבִּרְַו ןיִכוֹבּ ןהֵ וּליחִתְהִ ,םישִׁדָקֳּהַ
 וּכְלּהִ םיִלָעוּשׁ וישְָׁכַעְו ,״תמָוּי ברֵקָּהַ רָזּהְַו״ וֹבּ בוּתָכּשֶׁ םוֹקמָ :וֹל וּרמְָא ?םיִכוֹבּ םתֶַּא המָ יֵנְפּמִ
 ןהֵכֹּהַ הָיּרִוּא תֵא םיִנמֱָאֶנ םידִֵע יִלּ הדָיִעָאְו״ :ביתְִכדִּ ,קחֵַצמְ יִנאֲ ךְָכְל :ןהֶָל רמַָא !?הֶכּבְִנ אֹלְו ,וֹבּ
 הָירְַכְזוּ ,ןוֹשׁארִ שׁדָּקְמִבְּ הָיּרִוּא ?הָירְַכְז לֶצֵא הָיּרִוּא ןַיְנִע המָ יִכְו – ״וּהָיְכרֶבְֶי ןבֶּ הָירְַכְז תֶאְו
 ןֵכָל״ ביתְִכּ הָיּרִוּאבְּ .הָיּרִוּא לשֶׁ וֹתָאוּבְנבִּ הָירְַכְז לשֶׁ וֹתָאוּבְנ בוּתָכּהַ הָלתָּ :אָלֶּא !יִנשֵׁ שׁדָּקְמִבְּ
 דַע .״םִָלשָׁוּרְי תוֹבחֹרְבִּ תוֹנקְֵזוּ םיִנקְֵז וּבשְֵׁי דוֹע״ ביתְִכּ הָירְַכְזבִּ ,״שׁרֵחָתֵ הדֶשָׂ ןוֹיִּצ םֶכְלַלְגבִּ
 וישְָׁכַע ,הָירְַכְז לשֶׁ וֹתָאוּבְנ םיֵיּקַתְתִּ אֹלּשֶׁ ארֵיָיתְמִ יתִיִיהָ הָיּרִוּא לשֶׁ וֹתָאוּבְנ המָיְיּקַתְִנ אֹלּשֶׁ
 :וֹל וּרמְָא הֶזּהַ ןוֹשָׁלּבַּ .תמֶיֶיּקַתְמִ הָירְַכְז לשֶׁ וֹתָאוּבְנּשֶַׁ עוּדָיבְּ – הָיּרִוּא לשֶׁ וֹתָאוּבְנ המָיְיּקַתְִנּשֶׁ
 .וּנתָּמְחַיִנ אבָיקֲִע ,וּנתָּמְחַיִנ אבָיקֲִע

We know we are not far from the ultimate המחנ  . 

 

 

 

 


