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Introduction

The year 179wn really began on Shmini Atzeres (October 7th) and has been a
year of tragedy and triumph for all of us. The shock and sadness over the
events of that day and ever since, the terrible deaths of both hostages and
soldiers. The destruction of a wide swath of Eretz Yisrael and displacement of a
large portion of the population. I «“publish” this as we reach the one year
anniversary, the Yahrzeit , of that terrible event.

There have been amazing moments of open miracles, incredible n112a heroism

displayed and expressed as never before and the understanding that we are at a
momentous crossroads in history.

On a personal level it has been difficult. I have had two kids serving in support
roles in the army since the very beginning, and Talmidim and friends serving in
combat.

When I wrote the first of these emails, I wanted to share the communal shock
and anguish we were all feeling, and try and give some perspective, if possible,
but maybe, more importantly it gave me a venue to share my feelings with
people whom I care to share them with. I didn’t know I would keep writing
throughout the year, but the response was positive and maybe it was a way for
me to cope as well, by sharing some very deep feelings about the situation.

Later [ heard about a Sefer Zikaron of the Chasam Sofer written during
Napoleon’s siege of Pressburg in 1809, describing the miraculous fate of the

Jewish population of Pressburg, and it added inspiration to me to write as well.

At the very beginning of the war, I cried quite a bit, and throughout during
shiurim and conversations about the war I continue to do so. One of the things

[ have tried to share is the amazing importance of the historical present we are
now in.

The Navi tells us in the Haftara of Shabbos Hagadol from Sefer Malachi:

NINY X7 1997 02T 190 AN YAYL DN AYRINYYTR WK DL RN TR
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[t is important to speak to each other. To have the conversation and through
these conversations change happens, slowly, but it happens. These email essays
are my effort to further these conversations. I hope they have been meaningful
to you; made you think and gain perspective on what is happening to us and
around us.

Thank you to all who have been reading and responding and sharing. We
should be Zoche to see a true ny1¥' and a 1'N'2 NOnN2 NN'7w 71N,



Essay #1
T’OUN MYN 17D
October 8, 2024

Most of you will be reading this as you finish Yom Tov, my guess is that you are

already aware of the terrible news from Eretz Yisrael.

Over Simchas Torah in Yeshiva we were surprised by an air raid siren just as
we were beginning davening. At first we did not think much of it, but then

another and another. We were forced to move our Tefilla and Hakafos out of
the Beis Medrash, which is to exposed, downstairs to the dining room where
half of the room is underground. We were able to complete our Yom Tov and

anxiously awaited to check the news Motzei Shabbos/Yom Tov.

When we did, we were in complete shock, our vaunted military and intelligence

had a massive failure and the stories and the tragedy is overwhelming and
ongoing.

N"NKX TVI NMIYn N'Yan na ']'n'm nin' 'Y T'NN NNX VAT Tn'm NIN'MIYUK YAX
nvn

It is a land which your God looks after, on which your God always keeps an eye,
from year*s beginning to year’s end.

Things do not happen in Eretz Yisrael without a reason! It is heartbreaking, and
awful what happened and what is still happening . Today Shuls are open with
people learning all day, Yeshivas, including Derech Etz Chaim are canceling
Bein HaZmanim and beginning the Zman immediately. Thousands of Israelis
are trying to get back into the country to be part of the general call up
(including one of my children who went out of the country for Sukkot) . [ have
two children who are called up (in support roles) and we have numerous
Talmidim here in Israel who are in rocket fire range. One who is a doctor in the

hospital that is taking in the casualties. We have many friends and several



Talmidim who have been called up to the army some going to Gaza others up
north to Lebanon.

This is not a simple situation. We begin T"9wn feeling very very vulnerable.
And that is clearly what n”ajzn wants us to feel. Your Tefillos and learning are

more important now in this time of great need for Klal Yisrael then ever .

We should hear niaio nnivwa



Essay #2

October 10, 2024

T'OUn YN n"d

Following my initial email after Yom Tov I received a very large amount of
heartwarming messages. Thank you for having all of us in your thoughts.

[ think everyone’s main question always is “"How are you doing and how is the
Yeshiva doing?”

To answer the second question first, those of our Alumni receiving this email
who were here through all the various crises of the last 25 years, wars, Covid,
etc, know how special a time it is in Yeshiva during ~Crises mode”. The Tefillas
are a bit more intense, the learning is special, the time spent together
comforting. We had to preemptively start the Zman early (yesterday) and keep
everyone in Yeshiva. Neighborhood Alumni and others are joining the Beis
Medrash . We have safe areas when sirens interrupt our day, but B”H no
rockets have actually reached Yerushalayim, though from our Har Nof lookout
we get quite a fireworks show at night.

How am I doing? I think like most of us in Israel it is a very emotional time. On
the one hand great concern, not only on a local level but as the Rambam says:
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This practice is one of the paths of repentance, for when a difficulty arises, and
the people cry out fto God] and sound the trumpets, everyone will realize that [the
difficulty] occurred because of their evil conduct, as [Jeremiah 5:25] states: “Your
sins have turned away fthe rains and the harvest climate].” This [realization] will
cause the removal of this difficulty.

Conversely, should the people fail to cry out fto God] and sound the
trumpets, and instead say, “What has happened to us is merely a natural
phenomenon and this difficulty is merely a chance occurrence,” this is a
cruel conception of things, which causes them to remain attached to their
wicked deeds. Thus, this time of distress will lead to further distresses.

This is implied by the Torah's statement [Leviticus 26:27-28]: “If you remain
indifferent to Me, I will be indifferent to you with a vengeance.” The implication



of the verse is: When [ bring difficulties upon you so that you shall repent and you
say it is a chance occurrence, I will add to your [punishment] an expression of
vengeance for that indifference fto Divine Providence].

[t is a very contemplative time , one to look for real Teshuva and realize this
NX is a response to Klal Yisrael's state.

At the same time, we hear daily of the tremendous acts of n1122 and goodwill
that are going on in Eretz Yisrael that are very moving. Amazing people and an
amazing country. The thousands of Israelis pouring into the country to join
their units. The tremendous Emunah in the ni'nx1 of 78w ny. Every story
brings me wnn to tears. There is no place | want to be more than right here
right now.

One last message to the Derech Etz Chaim family. We have five Talmidim in
active duty near Gaza and on the Lebanon border. I worry about them every
moment of every day. Please put them in your Teffilos. We have tens of Derech
Etz Chaim families in the south and areas where the rockets are landing and
causing damage and harm. This is your family, please daven for them to stay
safe.

It is a time for at the very least to begin naiwn OO 7T. Daven more and better.
Learn more and better. Be a better person. Be a better person to others.

Wishing all anjpa niao ninivwa



Essay #3

Bereishis
October 17, 2023
T"OUN |IYNIN 2

We are now more than 10 days into the war and more than a week removed
from the terrible tragedy that occurred on Shmini Atzeres. While we wait for
the army to invade Gaza, and with nothing else to report, the news here has

documented every detail of every single horrific event of that day and has also
reported in great detail the tremendous heroism, so that more and more details

are known while we wait and wait not knowing when and what is going to
happen next. In the meanwhile, as much as the world is officially supporting

Israel the level of antisemitism in the street and the changing of the narrative
around the world is growing every day.

The Yeshiva is still learning, Talmidim are still working on their Torah learning
and personal growth, but we have also taken time to get involved on whatever
level possible with the many volunteer opportunities available. This week, time

was spent making Tzitzis for soldiers and putting together baked goods to send
to the troops. We also began an online Hilchos Teshuva Shiur which was nicely

attended by Talmidim dating back over 20 years. I look forward to next Sunday!

In the midst of all this [ was Zoche to have a grandson, born Erev Shabbos
which gave us the opportunity to be together with Talmidim and Rebbeim,
Friday night for the Shalom Zachor and to inject some good news, and some
time together into the world at a very dark time.

It also led me to think of something that I wish to share with you.

Parshas Bereishis begins with the well-known Rashi

N 7109 X 19 N'UXRI 'Y
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What is the reason, then, that it commences with the account of the
Creation ? Because of the thought expressed in the text (Psalms 111:6) “He
declared to His people the strength of His works (i.e. He gave an account of
the work of Creation), in order that He might give them the heritage of the
nations.” For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, “You are
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robbers, because you took by force the lands of the seven nations of
Canaan”, Israel may reply to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy One,
blessed be He; He created it and gave it to whom He pleased. When He
willed He gave it to them, and when He willed He took it from them and
»gave it to us

There are two striking things from that Rashi. We have spoken in the past

about how the initial Bereishis is ultimately expressed in Klal Yisrael living in
Eretz Yisrael. But the other message of that Rashi, is that it is built into the

Torah that there will always be those who will fight our claim to Eretz Yisrael,
and we will always have to fight for that claim.

Just two weeks ago on Chol Hamoed Sukkos I took part in a guided trip,
coordinated with the army, to the other side of the security fence on the
northern border of Israel, next to Lebanon to Har Dov (that is where the
present fighting in Northern Israel is taking place). Har Dov has a tradition (I do
not know if it is reliable) as the place of the nmnan |'a nnathe place where
n"apn promised Avraham Avinu and us Eretz Yisrael.

In the Hagada Shel Pesach in Maggid we discuss the N1 and we say:

AT T 722w KX 1'NI707 117y Ty 1272 TRR XYY 1'NIAKY? nTTayY XL DTy
DTN N7'¥Nn n"2Apnl N7 17y

The X'ni refers to the N2 so that it is built in that the N2 has to include
being saved over and over from destruction, meaning the attempts to destroy
us are built into that Bris as well.

Part of the promise and challenge of that Bris is the development of Klal Yisrael
throughout all of the Galuyos that we traverse in terms of gaining more and
more of our identity of Yisrael. Every one of the crises we go through on the

way towards that ultimate identity, are meant to allow for growth and change
within Yisrael.

X TNy T' T N7'an Ndon 221 Tm7n
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The verse states“ :And the king removed his ring from his hand” (Esther 3:10) .
Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: The removal of Ahasuerus’ ring for the sealing of
Hamans decree was more effective than the forty-eight prophets and the seven
prophetesses who prophesied on behalf of the Jewish people. As, they were all
unable to return the Jewish people to the right way, but the removal of
Ahasuerus s ring returned them to the right way ,since it brought them to
repentance.



Here in Israel there is a clear Teshuva having been done, an amazing paradigm
shift being communally experienced and shared with all those living here. If felt
very much like:

20IN7 IN'TNN NYA0N NOoN 17'NI

It is clear to everyone. It has been reported on the news! Talked about and
written about in endless articles. The strong sense of identity of Yisrael is clear,
both among religiously observant and non-observant jews. The identity of

Yisrael is strong and the commonality and values of Yisrael is strongly present
and the connection to the land being expressed in the thousands who got on
over-packed planes and came home. (Maybe the only country in the world that

every runs to during war). In many ways it makes the situation here more
bearable. More understandable.

Outside of Israel the focus has been Israel in so many incredible ways, but what
that has done is not given room necessarily for internal contemplation of what
paradigm Teshuva needs to address right now. I have had a number of
conversations with Talmidim who are frustrated and feel lost. How does one
focus on Teshuva? How do I not ”just move on” from the greatest tragedy of
the Jewish people since the Holocaust. How do I not “just” stand on the sideline
and root for the good guys.

[ do not have a great answer. What advice I can give each person on a personal

level is to examine their life and make sure that they are living it based on
values not on circumstances. How will that effect the Klal?

The Navi tells us
770:2 P19 XM
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iny awn':

In this vein have those who revere GOD been talking to one another. GOD
has heard and noted it, and a scroll of remembrance has been written at God’s
behest concerning those who revere GOD and esteem the holy name.

Simple conversations, serious conversations can change the world.

We should have a week of niaiv niniwa



Essay #4
The War of Words

October 25, 2023

T'OWn [lynan !

Since my last email | was Zoche to have the Bris of my newest grandson
Eliyahu Nechemiah in the Yeshiva this past Friday. It was an interesting

experience having two of my children, as well as some of the guests, come in
uniform directly from their base. (and return to base for Shabbos) I think
everyone enjoyed the break of a Simcha amongst the tension of the past weeks

We also have met twice on-line for our new Hilchos Teshuva shiur, it is great
learning with everyone every Sunday. If you want to be added to the Whatsapp
group and get the link for the 8:45 AM EST Sunday morning shiur let me know.

The Yeshiva keeps the learning going, our Kollel has grown and B”H the Beis
Medrash is doing its part. A number of DEC Alumni have joined the Beis

Medrash throughout the day as they are working from home or university is
suspended. The Yeshiva’s Talmidim went to volunteer at Hadassah hospital

with Rav Mendel this week, as well as preparing meals and special Shabbos

treats for families moved away from Southern Israel into temporary hotels in
Yerushalayim. There are so many opportunities for Chesed in this difficult time

we are trying to give the Talmidim the opportunity to do their part.

We are now several weeks into the war and as steadfast as the governments of
the world have stayed with Israel, the tide in terms of the media and the

protest rallies, and antisemitism etc. have begun, and we have not even begun
the inevitable and necessary ground incursion into Gaza. I am sure it is a very
mutual emotion we all share of “what are we waiting for”. Certainly the army is
ready to go, the country is ready to go, the waiting is the hardest thing even
though we know how dangerous it is going to be.

(Many of the ideas I share with you are garnered from conversations and
learning with others, please be aware I cannot always give the proper
attributions)

In last weeks Haftara it says:
770:T1 P19 IN'YY!
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It is  who created the smith, to fan the charcoal fire, and produce tools for each
purpose; So it is I who create, the instruments of havoc (the D"72ann- terrorists)

Pli?! 'T2Y N701 NIXT 'W'WIN LOYAYT ANX"DIFN iY77 N7¥! K7 77y ' 79772 (1)
O :{71j7:"DX) 'AXN DN7TYI

No weapon formed against you Shall succeed, And every tongue that contends
with you you shall defeat. Such is the lot of GOD s servants, Such their triumph
through Me -declares GOD.

We tend to view the propaganda war. The war on the narrative, as being solely
supportive of the “real” war on the ground with the troops, but the Navi tells
us that an aspect of that war, of what we are fighting and what we are fighting
for is vown'? AAX DN |iY'?7'7), literally those who will bring us to court (the
Hague) is a war in itself. One we must fight and must win, just as much as the
battle on the ground with weapons.

The reason this is true is that the fight Yisrael must fight, and it is always
fighting, is not “only” to protect ourselves physically from our enemies. Every
war of Yisrael, is one where we are the side of truth fighting the side of evil.

The origin of “Evil”, the eating from the Etz HaDas as explained by the Rambam
that the y11 210 is the ability to bring into the world a subjective reality
disconnected from ultimate truth to the point that ya can be considered
good!

The fight over the narrative is just as much the purpose of the war Yisrael must
be ready to fight. Yisrael does not just fight wars to protect ourselves, we fight

for GOOD, for TRUTH. This is even recognized to some extent by those
supporting Israel. There is an understanding, a necessary understanding, that
this is a war of GOOD vs EVIL and therefore we must win.

Consider this in our own lives. Can we live this way? Do we look at our place in
the world this way?

B’Ezras Hashem we will be successful, and in being so, bring us closer to
ultimate Geula .

We should hear only niaio niniwa
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Essay #5
Mutuality and Malchus

October 27, 2023

T'9vn |[lynan 1™

Yesterday [ was speaking with a DEC Talmid in the US, and it became clear to

me that what is going on in Israel right now is not completely comprehended
by those of you not here. So, [ want to share a story from yesterday to try and

give you a sense.

According to this morning’s paper there are 125,000 people removed from their
homes in the north and south of Israel, basically 125,000 refugees!

My wife saw on a Whatsapp group that there are empty apartments that are
being made available to these refugees, but they need furniture. We happened

to be getting rid of a high riser which they happily picked up. We also
advertised on a group that we had a refrigerator to give away. Almost
immediately we were contacted by a group of soldiers who required a fridge on
their make shift base, and they would happily come and pick it up. My wife
then broadcast that these soldiers were coming, and if anyone had food or
other stuff that they wanted to send for Shabbos they could drop it off. We
were immediately inundated with baked goods to go with the fridge to the
soldiers.

Yesterday a woman reached out to my wife that they are from the Yishuv
Naveh, a Yishuv in the south not far from Aza that was evacuated (they B"H

were not directly attacked but did spend 48 hours in a safe room until the army
evacuated them in armored vehicles via the Egyptian border), they are
presently being housed in the Shalom Hotel in Bayit Vegan (if anyone is familiar
with it , it is not a very fancy place) and they do not have a refrigerator even to
have milk for their children throughout the day! She wanted to know if the
refrigerator was still available. Being as we had already promised ours away to
the soldiers, we started calling around to see if anyone else had one. We did

not find one so we just decided to go to the appliance store and purchase one
for them (not a big expense only 925 shekel). In the store the conversation came

around to why we were buying it and when we told them, everyone in the
store starts asking if they can pitch in for the purchase!

We delivered the refrigerator to the hotel, and needless to say they were very
thankful, but oddly, I found myself thanking them. There are hundreds of
families in essentially a refugee camp called the Shalom Hotel. They are there
with all their children and have no idea when they will be able to go back to
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their homes. As we were standing there in front of the hotel, cars one after the
other were pulling up to bring things for the families. These refugees are frum
families with many many children.

We are familiar with the Chazal in Rus, nyn 1y% nwiyv n'an 2vaney nnn nre
n1an w27 nwiy , “more than the Baal HaBayit does for the poor person the
poor person does for the Baal Habayit”. That idea is an expression of the
mutuality of Klal Yisrael, that ultimately is expressed in Malchus, when the
body of Yisrael acts as one organism.

[ totally experienced that yesterday. Not just the good feeling of giving, but they

literally were doing me a favor allowing me this opportunity to give them
something and participate.

The conversation with this Talmid began, and I realized his lack of
understanding, because he asked how the football team was doing. You want to
know how they are doing? Go to this web site , those of you who remember
Gidon, Moshe Shear and Bucky will be proud of them.
https://www.soldierssavelives.org/about-2

https://www.soldierssavelives.org/gidon-hazony-on-fox-news

Rav Asher drove up north to the Golan last night to deliver beef jerky and other
Shabbos food to soldiers getting a Shabbos away from the front lines but still
up north (sorry Yishai he didn’t go farther then Natur). Today we are sending

platters from the Yeshiva to hotels with refugee families (thank you to the
sponsors).

Signs all over Israel say

Nn¥1 TN' ‘D NITYA
It is not just a nice slogan, the 7xw* n¥1 is pounding every minute here. The
feeling of one, of mutuality, has never been stronger then it is right now, which

is amazing after what we were going through the last five years here in Israel.

Have a wonderful Shabbos - [ wish you were here! You are really missing out
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Essay #6

The Rambam on War
November 1, 2023

T'9vn |[lynn !

[ write this having just returned from the Levaya of 7”1 'w9% X'2%7 7"no at Har
Herzl. He was one of the sixteen soldiers who were killed in the battles ongoing
in Gaza.

As a Kohen, I do not often attend Levayas, but if I could go to all of the soldiers
Levayas [ would. They gave their life in order for me and my family to be able
to live in Eretz Yisrael, it is the least I can do in return. Also, because as will be
clear by the end of this email, the incredible Chashivus of those who fight for
Yisrael.

Har Herzl is usually about a 5 minute drive from the Yeshiva, so I left
accordingly, I did not take into account that thousands of other people would
feel as I did. The Levaya was massive, every type of person, old, young, with
black hats, not religious, everyone who could come did. Unfortunately, I do not
think it will be the last one I will be attending.

[ want to share something [ was preparing for a shiur on the Rambam and war
and dedicate and make this Dvar Torah L’iluy Nishmas the 16 soldiers who

have given their lives. Halevai they should be the last casualties.

(I ask that you bear with me, I had prepared this for a shiur so it is not short. I

mention as I have in the past that not all ideas are my own but it is difficult to
attribute where each idea comes from.)

The Rambam gives an incredible insight into war in Hilchos Melachim
10 D270 T 719 0'D7N NID7N 0"aNN

012'Y (NNNI ,NNN7NN NYPA TNY7 ND 1272 'RY,IvAWN) 2270 NIER WUIRN N
NYIY RIN DWUN TIN' 20 YT NIX D2 V'YL 7R D 7y (ye' nnnnn My
NNN' K78 1"102 X710 IMUKRA X7 21wn' X210 TNOD' X271 K1 XY7119021 1wW91 D'Y' NnN'7n
myy 7'nani nnn'7na NN awn? 'nnnn 71 ,nnn'Mm% 12T 7n n19 12 oot
TIY X71,00190 I¥IYN 7RI ITONN 7X1 IX'N 78 DD227 ' 'R MmNaw ,nwyn X721y
NN LIWO1 7011127 702 NnN7n nwy K71 DX X7 OKRILNDRIND Y170 TR T Dw RIR
2NN D722 W19 MNELIDA7) I'NR 227 IR 0N X711 NKAY 700 'T 9ww D 0T
NI N'NNETNO X721 127 722 0N'7an 721,0TN 1270 Yam NKREDMA ‘D NIXRN nw
78w 11 N 17 N2 L,NYY INYIAN K71 7T R¥NY X7 17 NI ,TA7] DWN IR WUTRY
[AX2 N2 ITRY "D WY NYY D INKIY XN D71VD N7 D07 D71V TY 1127117 noT

13



IX 0NN NY2 NNNY TR W91 AN'ILYIAL |2 X¥YAN X7 DY DN7 TR ‘N Nimn'7n D
aih 2 EhT

To whom does the phrase Is there a man who is afraid or faint-hearted ?’ refer?
The phrase should be interpreted simply, as applying to a person whose heart is
not brave enough to stand in the throes of battle.

Once a soldier enters the throes of battle, he should rely on the Hope of Israel and
their Savior in times of need. He should realize that he is fighting for the sake of
the oneness of God’s Name. Therefore, he should place his soul in his hand and
not show fright or fear.

He should not worry about his wife or children. On the contrary, he should wipe
their memory from his heart, removing all thoughts from his mind except the
war.

Anyone who begins to feel anxious and worry in the midst of battle to the point
where he frightens himself violates a negative commandment, as it is written

(Deuteronomy 20:3 : ‘Do not be faint-hearted. Do not be afraid. Do not panic and
do not break ranks before them.

Furthermore, he is responsible for the blood of the entire Jewish nation. If he is
not valiant, if he does not wage war with all his heart and soul, it is considered as
if he shed the blood of the entire people, as ibid 20:8 .states: ‘Let him go home,
lest he demoralize the hearts of his brethren like his own.’ Similarly, the prophetic
tradition explicitly states: Cursed be he who does God'’s work deceitfully. Cursed
be he who withholds his sword from blood.” Jeremiah 48:10

In contrast, anyone who fights with his entire heart, without fear, with the
intention of sanctifying God’s name alone, can be assured that he will find no
harm, nor will bad overtake him. He will be granted a proper family in Israel and
gather merit for himself and his children forever. He will also merit eternal life in
the world to come as I Samuel 25:28-29 states: ‘God will certainly make my lord a
faithful house, for my lord fights the wars of God and evil will not be found with
you...and my lord’s soul will be bound in a bond of life with God".

The Rambam begins by quoting the Pasuk: 2270 71 X' w'kn m

That Pasuk is actually the closing description of what happens to someone who
is terrified of war. The Rambam brings that Pasuk , to a degree out of context.
He essentially asks “What does that mean” or “in terms of what?” The Rambam
says It means exactly what it says. lvnwn>,nnn7nn Nwpa TmMy'7 N> 1171 |I'kY

He is feint hearted, he does not have the inner strength to stand in the
wrestling of war, the direct contact in the war, The Rambam continues: nxni
NNN7MN MYpa 012'w once he has actually gotten into the actual fight of the war,

78w nim 7 [y he must depend on that which represents the hope of
Yisrael, the Mikva to be "nuvn Yisrael , n1x nyva 1v'wini and he who saves Yisrael
nIxX nya.
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nnnm Yy XN own TN 7w y7'1 and he must know that he is fighting for the
‘n TIN' that is what he is fighting about.

1901 1w91 0'w'l and he should take his life in his hands and offer it, X721 X" X%
TNo' no fear no terror, 1122 X71 MWK X7 2wn' X71 he should not spend a
moment thinking about his wife and his children

NNN7n7 12T 751 N19'1 1271 DINOT NNt X7X Extremely harsh language, do to the
memory of our wife and children what we do to Amalek, wipe out thoughts of
your wife and your children, turn aside from any thoughts whatsoever other
than war, nnn'm2a NN a1wn? 7'nnnn 221, and anyone who starts thinking
about other things, worrying about other things, mxy 7'nani and makes

himself terrified nwyn X721 721y he is 721y on a hwyn XY as it says X Mxw
DN9N IXIYN X1 ITONN X1 INAM X DDA Y.

You normally would have read those Pesukim to be assurances that you have
nothing to fear. The Rambam says it is not just assurances, it is a nwyn X%
you cannot have those thoughts.

The Rambam continues; Not only that but if you do have such thoughts, Ty X7
MNRIN] 170 98 T '7OW XX the blood of the entire nation is on this one
soldiers neck, T 19Ww M> N1 "N LIW9] 7011 127 722 NN nwy K71 NXa X7 DNI
20, if he doesn’t put in everything needed to win, and he doesn’t throw his
entire heart and life into that war, it is as if he murdered the entire country.

12270 I'NX 2127 NX on' X71 "NaY, he should not melt other people the way he
has melted.

DTN 127N V1IN NKRIENMY N NORM AWV INK 0722 waion nt As we know in
the Navi, cursed is he who does G-d’s work without his full belief , and cursed
be he who doesn’t pull the trigger. Who doesn’t get his sword covered with
blood.

T272 oWN DR UTE7 M 2N TNS X721 12% 792 on'7an 751 and anybody who
throws himself into a battle with his entire heart, without any fear and all he
wants on a personal level is, his drive is: to T272 nwn NX UTPY

NV INYAN X971 711 X¥n' X7 17 noam He is guaranteed, nothing can happen
to him. No damage, no evil can touch him. 78w 1121 N2 17 n1a he will build
a absolutely wonderful home in Yisrael, and he will be Zocheh not only for
himself but also for his children forever, 071y Ty 112117 Dot

NXan 071vn "n7 not and he is guaranteed Olam Habah. How do we know
this?:
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121 12 RXNN X7 Ny11 ON71 2ITR ‘N Nimn'm D |NX1 N2 NITR? ‘N NYY DYY D XY
']'n'm M NX D"NN ANX2 NNYX 2ITR W91 NNl

Avigail said this to Dovid HaMelech. “HKB”H has his wars, and my master
Dovid is waging these wars, therefore no evil can be found in you etc.”

This sounds like a near impossible call, for bravery on an unreasonable level of
responsibility for every individual for all? "7y 78w 95 DT, and the most
incredibly harsh language of how you are supposed to look at your own affairs?
[s this indeed the meaning of the Rambam?

Lets look at the context, and how unbelievably powerful his words are and how

they affect every one of us whether you are at the front lines or you are behind
the lines.

First the context, the words the Rambam is talking about, come as an
unbelievable contrast to the point of being incredulous, to the other
introductory Pesukim, to the 22%0 701 X2'n W'k 'n where the Torah says:

J 75 0T

12770 0K W'RI NN NINT[9 iNY7 2w ' 1770 K71 D12 YOITIYUK UKD TNI:

Tt

NINP' INX YR NNNT7AA NINIT[9 iN7 AW 7 ANRY K71 NYR WKWK UKD

Tt

on! N71 in7 2U! 77! 220 I KD YR TN NNKI DYDTIX 12 T7 DNYWD 190!
2272 'Y 2277 N

If you just built a new house you can’t go out to war, why? What happens if
something happens to you in the war? What do you mean what happens? Rashi
says

J 715 0MAT "wN
1221N' TNX Y'XI- AT XIN NYO) Nnay 7¢ "M

That would be sad.

We were talking about wiping out the memory of your wife and children and
we are worried that if you built a house and someone else moved in that would
be sad?! And if you planted a new vineyard etc.

Also the entire Parsha that introduces this speech by the nnn'7n niwn to the
troops is all about a tremendous commitment to life. It comes in the context of

Nn'nYn 71

J 5 0T

16



T3 I'7¥ D7 AYY IR N'NYNTK? AYON7 'Y DNTN7 D' D'} V'W77R XN~ (0Y)
1iXN2A 711910 K27 NTWD YV DTXD 2 NN X7 iNRI7D8N 1300 ':

When in your war against a city and you have to besiege it a long time in order
to capture it, you must not destroy its trees, wielding the ax against them. You

may eat of them, but you must not cut them down. Are trees of the field human to
withdraw before you into the besieged city ?

The Torah says, “just because you at war and killing thousands of people you
think you have a reason to tear down trees?!”

What’s more is the Rambam quotes a Pasuk at the beginning of the Halacha
which is a reason not to go to war. It is not how to act in war! The Torah is
saying if you are this way “don’t go to war!”.

J 5 0T
N7 2w 7 2270 XD UKD
Go home!

So the Rambam takes those words and turns it into “you better put your whole
life into this!” He doesn’t say that’s what the Pasuk means, he just says “who is
that guy?”. Then the Rambam takes «who is that guy?” and tells me «Don’t
be that guy”. But the whole meaning of the Pasuk in the Torah is, if you are
that guy, you shouldn’t be here. So what is the Rambam saying?

It appears that Rambam is saying and presenting the alternatives and what it
is that war offers. The Rambam is saying “you know what the Torah is saying

when it says 2170 1 X0 WIRD 'N?

That he does not get the privilege to go to war and he is sent home. Who is
that?

Once you understand who that is nmn'mn nwpa TMY7 N> 1272 'RY, [ want you
to ask yourself is that what you are? Is that what you want to be? Is that how
you want to define your life as always halfhearted? As to coward to do what
needs to be done? As inadequate? As always vacillating, irresolute, nervous,
feint hearted, ineffectual, inadequate! Is this what you want to be? This is the
person who doesn’t go to war. Is that what you want?! The Rambam is saying,
you want to know who the 21270 701 X2'n W'KN means?

So then what the Rambam in the Halacha is really saying is, first he is spelling
out the inconceivable demands that are made on a soldier, what it means to be
a member of the "X w' Xax¥ what it means to be a member of a 'n XY, in
reality he is spelling out the incredible gifts and privileges of war!
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We know that even the simplest Goy from the slums, who is put out there into
a war, that person feels like the thing he is doing is the most incredible thing
he could ever have done with his entire life. The “Greatest Generation”. That
everything that he had ever lived for could be expressed in that one moment.
That it makes a difference, that he is fighting for the life of the world.

How does that happen. Says the Rambam , let me tell you what a Ben Yisrael is
talking about, because it is not just «join the army and learn to be a man”, for a
Ben Yisrael it is a privilege that can change us forever. That can build our
families and lives in magical ways, it is opportunities that are totally
transformational that are open to all who engage, and not only to the soldier in

the field, and be D%1vn "N7 N3 D21V TV 11727117 DOT1 728w 101 D17 N0
Nan .

The Rambam understands the 1 7x that the Torah says not as
assurances, rather he holds that is the arnn

Let us take a look at the entire issue in a broader way.
2 719 DMAT

DYD~7X 12T D22 WA NNN7ANTIR D)2 Nl

L

Before you join battle, the Kohen shall come forward and address the troops.

The Torah is talking about the appointing of a Kohen - a Kohen?! Who needs a
nnn‘m nivn |n> why do we need a Kohen at all? Let a General talk to the
troops?! The point over here is this is an nTIay it is something that
requires a Kohen.

noNN 'Y INmMm - 1 Xj70'S (D17¥ U'N) ‘NN XN{?7'09

D20 0T D AN NN 7 N1aN X7 17 KRN N XY N7 AWNY 'O 7V ORI
X YTPZNN N N2 'M7091 D MK RN TIT YWY (I [119%] AXIX NdDSY
2181 '2XD 1197 DN D 'R RN X CTIT RN N2 WITEa 17 K RY7R 12 NTIn
11¥D 170X ANVNI XNNVN] INXKIY '7IXT AX KX DXIN 'RI AXIXR NDOY 1NN DY
[ANX 22T] (7701 170 2' DMAT) 0D NIOWN YR 7Y [1I'7OXN X7 DTh 71 '7'X01
D'NT D 2D PY NP 1197 I'D NDOYY DT 73 7''N KIN N2 WITEa 17 X

|2 NIX VNYI INXIY NP XX 1197 'N RN 2 U7 X 197 [DXIX] DS DN
N 197 3an’ (D R KP).

That Medrash tells us that x%217 /n1 comes to 7711 7/7and tells him he cannot
build the 7,711 n'a because he is a 0'NT 7191¥, says the Medrash that is the
meaning of the n>ov 027 0D'AT > N2 '7 112N X7 NN, so Dovid HaMelech is
X112 he became terrified. Says HKB”H to him “do not fear all the blood you
spilled is like a Korban before me.”
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War is literally an nTiay. The literal nTIay of war is the 71NX of the one who
doesn’t want to bloody his sword.

DTN 120N YA NKRENMA N NOX7A NIV NX

As was told to Avraham Avinu in the first world war
10 779 N'WUKRI]

127 121X DX KYA77R N7 NTNNA2 DIRTIN 217! 02T Al NZRD DT DK (R)
TR N2 WY 77

Some time later, the word of NN’ came to Abram in a vision :“Fear not, Abram, |
am a shield to you;Your reward shall be very great”.

10 779 N'YUKI] ""YN

SNUPTY 72 7V 1DW M7ap Xnw IR ARIT 'R0 IR ANY 0T 01 17 NWYIY NX
NIYO] NIX 72 7V Wayn X7¢ Wiy N 17 |an 'DIX DX KN 7R DIMn 17 N P
TN NN DY DY 707 2V ARIT NNRY NNl NANY:

AFTER THESE THINGS means: after this miracle has been wrought for him in
that he slew the kings and he was in great anxiety, saying, “Perhaps I have
already received, in this God-given victory reward for all my good deeds” -
therefore the Omnipresent said to him ,FEAR NOT ABRAM, I AM THY SHIELD
against punishment: for you shall not be punished on account of all these people
whom you have slain. And as for your being anxious regarding the receipt of any
further reward, know that 7xn n211 71> THY REWARD WILL BE EXCEEDING
GREAT

The deepest 1dw , and what the Rambam is describing is war as an Ty .
It requires a special Kohen, it is an nTiIay which goes beyond the nTIay of the
niOp. Here is an nTIAy that raises an individual life into transcendence over
all the simple concerns for the rapidly passing moments of generic living.
Minds that are absorbed in all sorts of fear and struggles and timidity, and
struggles with success and what will people say, living unbelievably small lives.

Here in war is the description of an expanded consciousness of the enterprise
of life itself.

TIN' 20 YT DX WA W'Y RIY DN 7Y VY inn'tmin YA 010'Y INKRNI
NN NYIY XIn DU

The explosive discovery of a nnn'7n which is nnn'm awiy x1In own TIN' 72YW as
the pinnacle achievement of human consciousness, the experience of life in its
ultimate visions of being a n*nn NY.

'1'n'm M NX D"NN ANX2 NNYX 2ITR W91 NNl
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Recognizing what the totality of life is about. All the local elements of success
and survival are ancillary outgrowths of that life. That is what Avigail is
saying to Dovid Hamelech. The moment we talk about 'n Tin* .

In order to achieve all this the Rambam says it is recognizing nizn 7y |yu!

NIx Ny 1y'wini 7R this is the fullest antithesis of that fear. Where does the
fear of the 21270 10N W' come from? It comes from the mistaken belief that
there are things that are really ours, some sort of control that we think we
have. Here is the facing of truth knowing that the things that are truly ours are
never under our control!

Amalek comes to fight us in order to strip away our significance, and that was
exactly what Hamas wanted to accomplish in its attack. This, what war is to a
Ben Yisrael, is exactly the opposite, strip away the generic and taste the
ultimate significance, the ultimate building of creation, the ‘n TIn'. There is not
a single generic personal moment in that kind of war.

[ described in my last email the amazing response of an Am Yisrael acting as
one, that underlying power comes exactly from this. As terrible as war is, and

as terrible as this war is, nobody wants to go back to “normal”. We all need to
be ready to face whatever it takes, whatever pain is necessary to win this war.
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Essay #7
A Nation Alone
November 9, 2023
T"OUN IYNIN N"D

First a quick Yeshiva update. The Sunday morning on-line Hilchos Teshuva
shiur is going great! We are in the middle of the Second Perek discussing the
Inyanim of Selicha U’Mechila. If you have not joined and wish to, please let me
know. It takes place every Sunday morning 8:45 am EST. It is truly wonderful
seeing and learning with everyone every week.

Yeshiva is going strong. The guys are learning and growing every day. A few of

the boys who were initially taken home by their parents at the beginning of the
war have returned. Yesterday the Yeshiva went south towards Aza to Tzomet

Gilat and volunteered at a site that was set up to refresh soldiers on their way
in and out of combat in Aza. https://swordsofiron.org.il/

The site was set up spontaneously at the very beginning of the war, hosts up to
20,000 soldiers a day and makes and serves an average of 10,000 hamburgers a

day! We joined them to help support our n'?*'n for an afternoon. It gave us all a
big Chizuk.

[ want to share with you something that | know many of us are thinking about
due to recent events.

Chazal Tell us
XD N7W NYIS XNININ wOTN

X ,01N 7¥ 2D DN'DA DNK XN N2 YITPZN 1K AN YWD 7'71 nTyn DAy
NNIT? 22 Ath 277 DO yapx, ;2N prnna 7V NN NN NYY NNIX Nl
NMIXRN |27 78w M 1L,

Because the congregation wept in the night of the ninth of Av, the Holy One has
said: You have wept for nothing. I shall establish this night for you as a night of
weeping for future generations, and from that hour a decree on the Temple was
ordained for it to be destroyed and that the children of Israel would go in exile
among the nations.

The state of Aveilus that Yisrael lives with on Tisha Ba’Av and more recently, is

the opposite of a life of nin which I will translate for now as meaninglessness,
but comes from the word for free, or what we often mistake for freedom.
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Recently, what has come as an immense shock to all of us, is the sudden
discovery, that there exists in the world the desire for the exact opposite. A
completely unadulterated nin. The most recent development in the momentous
events that we are experiencing, is the great, horrifying and frustrating shock
of discovering the depth of the visceral hatred of Yisrael . It is absolutely
shocking! Intelligent people all over the globe realize this is not normal. This is
not normal racism, it is not «I don’t like blacks, I don’t like Jews” it is nothing
like that, it is not old fashion antisemitism. Everywhere commentators are
attempting to understand what it is really about, and they have no idea. This is
something that is so visceral, instinctive and it is anti-rational and it is
difficult to identify it precisely, because it is an underpinning for what was once
thought of as racism.

Why should we care about the reason for the hate? I think this has been an
incredible experience for many. The very shock of discovering that the people
you work with loath you, and that the Ivy League that one once thought of as
enlightened, is actually part of the darkest blot on human civilization, those
who thought that the leftist ideologies would set you free, are nothing but
flights of absurd fancy, it imprisons your ability to think and even to survive!
That needs to be appreciated as an incredible and wonderful event.

The Navi Yechezkel tells us:

> 719 INpTN!

NiXIXN NINDYNI 0'iad NNl DIAX DAX NYX N'NN K7 i) D207V N7vnl A7)
I2N1 YV MY7:

02'2Y QiX N2IOY NN DMLY YINT NRTN T2 N77DX 217! '2TX DX) IR0 (29):
TN T D3 DNXID) WK NIXIRNT|N DINX NYAFI D'AVATA DXNX 'NRXINI (T7)
N219Y NN NHLY ViNTalL

01977X 019 DY DAX MYSYI D'AYD 121TA™7X DINX NI (2):

71i7! '3TX DX) DINX LYK |2 DIIYN YIX 12N DI NIAXNX 'NYIYI WK (17):
N22 N0N2 DINX MR VIYD NNA DINK "N (T7):

And that which comes into your mind shall never come about, that you say, We
will be like the nations, like the families of the countries, to serve wood and
stone.

As 1 live, says the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out
arm, and with anger poured out, will I be king over you:

and I will bring you out from the peoples and will gather you out of the countries
in which you are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm,
and with anger poured out.

And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there will remonstrate
with you face to face.

As I remonstrated with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of MiZrayim, so
will I remonstrate with you, says the Lord God
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And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the
discipline of the covenant:

The Navi is saying that in our response to wanting to be like the Goyim, HKB”H
will drag us back into the Bris!

This desire to be like all of the 013, even amongst the Frum, there is a need in
the back of the minds of all to be even a little bit like the n*1a. To be accepted.
To wear our baseball caps, and hair coverings, and eat (glatt kosher) hot dogs at
football games. To be American! That says the Navi n"apn will not allow! We
will always be drawn back to the nma.

Even in the origins of the State of Israel was the idea that once we are a
“normal” independent nation Jews will be accepted. What they did not take

into account was that the renewed idea of Yisrael as opposed to Jews, was
itself going to be a thorn in the nation’s eyes.

an NWI9 17 17 Nwo (K17'1) N2 N'WUXN

7N WITPN MNRY NYYWIA 0NNAXA DRI NNNY (IR0 ") DWA ATIN' 21 OWA NNty M
3710 NNXRINNK MY ‘P |2 12D MY 17 KR LIMNIR ‘22 7'M 70 72m'7 onnany Xin
XY NIX WXNIL I'RAIY 12 XY IR 0ronl 1710 NN an 7DWUX 17 0N, 17 KR
NNX 'R 77 17 "MXY DTO 12T [12Y121 097021 WRN [WAD] )7 TAYY 107X Knn
N7 1'7V 0721 ''RW ' 717 DXy 17 NNN1 ANKR RIN N2 WITRD 17 0K L17 yniv

N R RN N'WRTD) T'RN 7Y P0792 RIRL7DWUR W 079 X711y e o790
NN 1782,

Rabbi Azarya in the name of Rabbi Yehuda in the name of Rabbi Simon: It is
because he was brazen-faced regarding Abraham. When the Holy One blessed be
He told Abraham to circumcise himself, he went and consulted with his three
friends. Aner said to him: You are already one hundred years old and you are
going to bring pain upon yourself?’ Eshkol said to him: What, are you going
to put an end to yourself in the midst of your enemies ?’ Mamre said to him:
{(This is]your God who stood by you [during your ordeal] in the fiery furnace, and
during [your war with] the kings, and during the famine, and in this matter that
He has said to you, to circumcise yourself, you do not heed Him?’ The Holy One
blessed be He said to him: You gave him counsel to circumcise himself: by your
life, I will not appear to him in Aner*s palace, nor in Eshkol’s palace, but only in
your palace.’ That is what is written: “The Lord appeared to him in the palace of
Mamre”

What was being said to Avraham Avinu by Eshkol was not because of some
physical mark he was putting on himself. In fact who would see it?! This n"a

makes you by definition the «OTHER~”.

OTX |"'Mp DD "TAlVN |I'NIELDTX "7 DNX ,DNX DTN
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«“And you My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, are men] adam *[(Ezekiel 34:37),
from which it is derived that you ,the Jewish people ,are called men] adam [but
gentiles are not called menj adam.

The idea of
awnn' X7 ntiaad PY' TT27 DU
It is a people that shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.

D"1A sense in us an alien mind that thinks less of them. An alien mind and a
people that have a different level of what it means to live. We experience life in
a way that makes them feel like a lesser X121. Avraham Avinu and Bris Mila
make you different, the truth is that it is deeply profound and deeply true.

There is a flip side that we have been seeing as well. An incredible need by
those who are sane to speak out on behalf of Yisrael. In Israel there has been a
phenomenon of niNa, people who want to be 1'"an especially in the army, those
who if they die now want to do so as a Ben Yisrael. Those people want to be
connected to a deeper level of humanity. It is after the Bris Milah that
ultimately Avraham becomes the n"1a [inn ax . Now humanity can connect to
being human on its ultimately level.

Our deep hunger to be part of the broader world, to be exactly what the Navi
Yechezkel is talking about, to be n'1an 73> on some level, is our wish to be open
to their love and to keep the pool of experience open. It is exciting and
meaningful to all of us, the drive for just enough D1'n to be able to feel good. To
escape and hide from the tension of being in Eretz Yisrael and being a Ben
Yisrael where only reality matters. Running away gives me a taste of what it is
like to be part of an open world.

In the Torah, the initial definition of the nature of war is with Moav because of
what they did with the Bnos Moav. Yisrael is meant to be different. To have
a different mind and different consciousness and live a different life. Many
of the mistakes Yisrael has made over the past 75 years have been because of
our need for the “love” of the Goyim. Yes there were diplomatic and political
reasons, but Oslo, withdrawal from Gaza , our inability to fight Hamas even
though they were lobbing missiles at us regularly, to some extent came from
our need to be loved by the Umos HaOlam . We, and I mean both those of us
living in Israel and those not, were not really ready to fight. We were not ready
to conquer a land that we know is ours. Now we are, and that is one of the
major changes that has taken place since Shmini Atzeres. (By the way, I am not
sure the political leadership is as ready as the nation is.)

What we are looking at in these anti Yisrael rallies is the desire and ability to
discover the ultimate na'n. The hatred of Yisrael is not na'n nxav, this is the
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hatred with the most basis! It is the mirror image of what Yisrael is fighting for.
Nobody wants to view the world the way Yisrael does.

There is an opportunity here for us. Knowing yourself better, recognizing and
realizing they hate you for the ultimate reason. This is not something to
frustrate you or to be shocked at, this is the clarity of the recognition of the
n71yn ninixX of your value in a way that we are just beginning to perceive.
Knowing that experience of that hatred is a direct experiencing of onx nx ,
that is why it is so difficult to be explained, that is why is seems to be so
visceral and so sinister.

This War began on Shmini Atzeres (and would be more correctly called the
Shmini Atzeres War not the Simchas Torah war) Amazingly the Medrash says
this is what naxy 1w is all about.

XD NYI9 0N1'S NWID (X17'1) N2 1aTNa

AN KX NX N79N IR NNVY!' "NAAN NNN (V7 D'70N) N7YT NIXY 21'Awn DI
NINIX D'VAY 7V D19 D'YAY 1197 27N 78, 1R A D'715a (120 7% nnx
NNN ‘K1Y DNIX ['NIY DAL DNIX 2K "X ' 09 0'Yay DA™y fangn
'1'AUN DI DDAXY 7V 12PN 'YOY KIN N2 YITPN DN K )2'97 ,110W 'NAnX
[17 ,02] DO N'NN NNV

“On the eighth day...an assembly” ~that is what the verse said: «In return for
my love, they hate me; [ am prayer” (Psalms 109:4). You find that on the Festival,
Israel sacrifices seventy bulls on behalf of the seventy nations. Israel said: ‘Master
of the universe, we sacrifice seventy bulls on their behalf, and they should
love us; but they hate us, as it is stated: “In return for my love, they hate me.”
Therefore, the Holy One blessed be He said to them: ‘Now, sacrifice on your own
behalf’: “On the eighth day it shall be an assembly for you”.

This experience will BE”H become the beginning of iy o'ia 131170 because of
seeing the 'n nNnj71 and ultimately their admiration for how we experience it as
the love of |'T

27 719 DMaT
9 :inY INNTX 1921 IM¥7 2'Y! D)1 DiR' 1'T2Y°0T ' iRV 0'ia 1170 (an)

Rejoice, O nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants,
and will render vengeance to his adversaries and will forgive his land, and his
people.
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Essay #8
The Long Road

November 16 2023

T'OWnN 1'70d "2

As always I want to open up this email with a short Yeshiva update. The
Talmidim volunteered again this week in Hadassah hospital (at the hospitals
request!). But otherwise a regular learning week with a beautiful Rosh Chodesh
Kislev davening led by R’ Shmuel Kornfeld.

[ am sure many if not all of you attended the rally in Washington. It looked like
it was amazing and I hope it had meaning for you.

[ look forward to seeing so many of you on Sunday at the on-line Hilchos
Teshuva shiur. We are beginning the 3rd Perek this week. If you wish to join
send me a message and I will send you the link. 8:45 AM EST every Sunday.

[ will be traveling to the US next week and at the end of the email I give details
of my trip with the hope to see as many of you as possible.

My musings this week.
T:XD 719 12N
1772 DYDY XPAL DITY YIXNIX 2107 107D T 1D NN WOk

They set out from Mount Hor by way of the Sea of Reeds to skirt the land of
Edom. But the people grew restive on the journey,

The people lost patience with the process.

[ started sensing the other day, and we spoke about this this past Sunday after
shiur, that people are starting to lose patience with the ~situation” and
internally asking themselves “when will this be over and things will get back to
normal?”. (I notice a drop in open rates for my emails too!)

[ was speaking with Rav Sheftel the other day about his trip to the US and I
said to him that probably when my father ZT”L was running away from the

Nazis and Russians in the 1940s he probably was thinking to himself, “when
will this be over so things can get back to “normal” again.” (Which of course
never happened.) It seems to be part of the human condition and a sense I am
getting from people, is that we are all anxious for this to get over and to get
back to “normal”.
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This desire to get things done quickly brings with it several levels of
danger.

We know, especially here in Israel, when they waited three weeks to begin the
ground invasion, everyone was edgy, “when are we going to get going?”. We
know now that the patience they had before going in has saved countless lives,
and prepared the way, with G-d’s help, for the army to be successful thus far.
Now that the ground war has begun, we all scroll through the news over and
over to see what has advanced, we all think to ourselves “lets get moving!”.

There are times when Klal Yisrael responds with what Chazal call “Avraham’s
Zerizut” we are meant to respond instantly and do what needs to be done. That
Zerizut always powers the openings during momentous times like these. But

Yakov Avinu has a very different response to the challenges of meeting up with
Eisav and the challenges of confronting the West. His approach is:

T:27 719 N'UXI]
197K MININ 7217 'OXY NYINK NI
while I travel slowly, at the pace of the cattle before me

Go slowly and take the long way home. To the extent that he gives Eisav the
offer of

TV 197 TR X!
Let my lord go on ahead of his servant
He is willing to let Eisav go first!

Yakov’s approach colors the relationship described in the Gemara between
Rebbe and Antoninus as well as the Rome and Yisrael.

You see this as consistent with Yakov’s personal interrelationships as well.
2:0> N'YUKI :
ANK IN2DXQ DTNX DN 11 4

So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days
because of his love for her.

His love for Rachel and his vision maintained the intensity of the moment over
seven years of waiting!
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The Umos HaOlam , all of our friends and so called friends of the nations of the
world are trying to push that this should be over quickly. That is terribly
dangerous for Yisrael.

From the very beginning every political and military leader in Israel has said it
will be a long and dangerous war. With a stress on the long. There is no

pushing for quick responses when sometimes one has to learn Yakov Avinu’s
response. When it seems nothing is happening, things are going on, just
slowly. At that point the sense of momentousness and meaning of the time we
are in begins to dissipate.

What does that imply?

People are still looking for a quick mechanically achievable result? “It will be
over soon right?”

Many years ago the Yeshiva visited Moshav Nov in the Golan for Shabbos.
(Where my son lives now!) We had the opportunity for the Yeshiva to meet with
Effie Eitam a former General, and at the time we met with him he was serving
as a minister in the Israeli government and a member of the Security cabinet.
Those of you that were there may remember that meeting. Grandmom A”H was
with us and she speaks up and says to him “what is going to be!” what are we
going to do about this and that!” Effie Eitam turns to her and says “things take
time, 100 years in Jewish History is a very short period of time!”

Klal Yisrael has always been accepting of the long way home.

Every morning we make the Bracha in Birchas Hashachar n> qu'7 nnn . In
Halacha it is not clear where this Bracha comes from.

0:INn N'O 0N MIIX qOI' N'a
AV INNYI T'?95nN DTRY 2y NNl ND '-']_U"? |NIN TIDWRKR MIT'0Q W' NN N2 TVI
DI, AR YT 2'X TN 2O XYY ANRN IT DM ']'\3.'7 nod' no w'w ' v QX

D'A0PN XY (T "0 NIDM2 70) N1AND 2ANDY 'MNXNI m.‘m': DTN DIYY? NIYA '
13'0j722 DNl NN N7 NNl 2”7N01 0”2N Nl NT Dyun N2y

There is one additional Bracha in Ashkenaz Siddurim, He gives strength to those
who are tired... even though there is what to rely on for the blessing being as it is
not mentioned in the Talmud I do not know how anyone had the right to set it up.

The Shulchan Orech says:

1 9'VO IN N'O NIDNA MXYI TNYN NIdD1MA NP0 0'"N NIX Ny |I'1'7IHJ

D'TIDWNN 102 VIYD ANINN X NAN .['X1] DNNAT |'XEL,ND QU7 NN 27 fann e
NNIN?
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There are those who have the practice to bless “who gives strength to the weary”,
but their words do not appear [to be correct] .Rem~a: but the common practice
for Ashkenazim is to say it

The Beis Yosef points out that the Bracha has no source in the Gemara and you
cannot just make up Brachos! The Rama Paskens that we say it and the Minhag

in all of Yisrael is to say the Bracha. The Shaarei Teshuva brings the source as
an Arizal to add a 19th Bracha Kneged n'1'w/7n"7 which was added to Shmoneh
Esrei.

N272N T21D M “NID QU7 [NIRNY NDNAY (R NIX LR 77100 W) IRan “IRN
0”'N” NIPN ‘NN 7R D'YMT17 NDNA”. D17 nian NNy Y Ayt oy TNt ni'o
nYYIN”, NINXN DNIN 722 TINyY 117 [ ‘aw npa W nimin% ', ngn ph

IT N2 DIINAD, 7KW Y7 MY TNIMA NP W 27ap? akTINd, Ni7a nnwa
TINY'7 ,ND M2 NN AL L,IRNY 'Y NIy 071va NINIX DNAY DY2A L[NNI
DNFIXI DX NIYWA DA TNYWY1 DN

. NIN (07D N INYYY) DY TN IRV 191 LIN'WY! NINIQ1] 71090 RN Ny Bkl
DX |'KN D'Ya'l 0OV NI722 DY 7Y™ NNXYI ND NXY'W) |n

(I apologize for not translating the source literally, but here is the gist):

It would seem to not be humanly possible to last through the years of Golus
and everything Am Yisrael has endured. The Bracha we say is that HKB”H has

given us a special Koach, special energy to stand up and last through all of the
Tzaros and years of Galus, through the ages of the Umos standing up to destroy
us.

The Gemara in Kesuvos speaks of the niyiaw Klal Yisrael made:
N TNy X' 9T NIAIMD Ndon *721 TN

0101 TAIYY TIoN 172 K7W, YPN DR 17N K7WIELYPn NIR 1720 K7W - 1R

The other three oaths are as follows :That those who know should not reveal
the end of days ;and that they should not distance the end of days by saying
that it is still distant ;and that they should not reveal the secret of the Jews to
the nations.

Rashi learns that
X TINY X'7 9T NIAIND Ndon v

2y D'INNN2 1Y X7Y PRIT 1YY 1'0NaIpn T K7W K77 D1y - yprn DX 7N K7WI
N NI .

70 7V 01NN 120 R7Y PNIT [IW? ['0N2 IPNT K7W K77 DIy - Y DX 1IN K7wI
#NTD NI

29



Rashi says that the proper Girsa is Y7n NX 17nT' X7¢ meaning do not rush the
Yi?-

Don’t try to rush things, rushing is dangerous.

When we do not rush things it mitigates against artificial actions that don’t
measure up to the required nw'T (search) that Klal Yisrael requires.

Look at what happens to Moshe Rabainu when he is in a rush. He gets upset!

N5 Ninv

.....

ARV NN DANTNT 1D NTD DY7 VD QYR NAT7 NYI97IN TN TR
179 NInv

NU127 NYYX WX IXIN DAY NYNTIR 717 KL (R)

1 729 NInY "wN

NX D Q' X2 N'WUKRID) 17 'NINKY DNNARD X7 ,'NITN 2V 1NN - 121 RN ANY (K)
MINX NN X71,N7107 10750 (2 20 DY) 17 'MNX )0 NRIELYAT 17 K'Y, ANy o'oY
YOIX7 ON'ANWD NINIX nYaY DY nwyn X271 ,08N ny19? Nwyn .aNn:

Moshe Rabainu says “nothing is happening!” HKB”H says to him «You think
nothing is happening?” HKB”H says “so you will see what is happening now but
not what will ultimately happen”.

For this Moshe Rabainu loses going into Eretz Yisrael, when he is in a rush! Klal
Yisrael needed that full year post the nT'{79 to be fully capable of the nx'x' that
could lead to coming into Eretz Yisrael. It was not possible to see it and
understand it in the midst of local events.

The point of being Yisrael is to be the opposite of Eisav’s need for instant
gratification X1 n0'w7n. Give it to me now!

The dangers of rushing lead to the building of the Eigel ( '7ay means to rush
n7ay1) . Look what happens to Shaul when he doesn’t wait for Shmuel. That
leads directly to Amalek.

There is another danger of rushing, one attempts to understand things too
early before you can actually have a full perspective. Before all the data is in.
You end up with premature conclusions. You may know something is right, but
you may end up applying it too quickly, in the wrong circumstances, before the
understanding of all of the pieces that need to be there.
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A number of years ago | met Rabbi Berl Wein and he said to me in a
conversation “the Golus is closing” . I was Zoche to come to Eretz Yisrael over

40 years ago. [ saw a backward 3rd world country develop into an economic
and military world power. I saw the change and the move of the center of
Torah to Eretz Yisrael . I saw the population triple from 3 million to 9 million,
just in my adult lifetime! As slowly as things move, things have been moving
remarkably quickly.

[ think we all know, and I think we all hope, that things are not going back to
“normal” anytime soon. In fact they are not going back to “normal” ever. We
are together on a long road that will reach its objective BE”H soon. While we
cannot and should not try to draw conclusions while in process, we need to
pay attention to what is going on around us and prepare for a new normal.

[ am traveling to the US next week to attend Oliver Miller’'s wedding in NY
where I hope to see many of you. I will be spending two nights in Chicago

where we are planning to get together and then I will be Shabbos with my wife
in Dallas (If you want to join us contact one of the Dallas guys) . I hope we can

use these opportunities to discuss some of the issues I have shared with you,
share ideas, feelings and help prepare ourselves for the long road yet to come.
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Essay #9
Gal Gadot and Choosing Life

December 9, 2023

T7OWUN 1'70D 'ID

This past week many of the DEC Talmidim who are presently serving in the IDF
gathered for the wedding of Yakov Goldson at an army base in the north. There

have been tens of weddings on bases, run by the army since the beginning of
the war as soldiers cannot get out, and there is no reason to push off the
weddings for an unknown amount of time. This commitment to building

families during this time led me to think about the following idea which ties
into Chanuka.

Also this past week, one of the Rebbeim in Yeshiva, Rav Hadar Margolin, lost
his father. I went today to be Menachem Avel with the Talmidim and he told us
a story from which one can learn, and that has many appropriate and timely
lessons. Rav Hadar grew up in NY but his father, R’ Michael Z”L was born in
Yerushalayim, so [ asked him how and when the family came to Eretz Yisrael.
Rav Hadar told us the following story:

R’ Hadar’s grandfather lived in a town in Lithuania and he and his wife did not
bear any children. All he wanted was to have children, so he spent sums of

money he did not have to travel as far as Moscow and Berlin to see the top
doctors of the time, but they had no answers. He returned depressed, childless

and in debt, to his town. He had a friend, who was a Chassid who suggested to
him that he visit his Rebbe. As a strong Litvak he was really not interested, but

after several refusals his friend the Chassid pointed out to him that if he was
willing to travel to Moscow and Berlin and spend a fortune of money to try
everything possible, then why not at least go to the Rebbe , who is local and see

if he can help?! Eventually he convinced him. So, he goes into the Rebbe and
the Rebbe tells him open up that Chumash and read the first Pasuk that you
open to. It opened to:

7172 127 YWYRI IRIX QWK YIRD 7R 2R D NT2mni RN 17 17

The Rebbe then tells him to read the Rashi:
D'127 NDIT NNIX 'K XD 7172 127 JWYUX DY

So the Rebbe says that is your answer! Go to Eretz Yisrael and you will have
children.

Back in the 1930s it wasn’t easy to get to Eretz Yisrael. Besides the transport
expenses and issues, he needed permission from the British to enter, which is a
story in itself how he managed to get a certificate to allow him to enter Eretz
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Yisrael. And so, after another long part to the story, they got to Eretz Yisrael,
one year later they had a girl and year after that Rav Hadar’s father was born,
and a year later another child.

Rav Hadar’s father told him that when they were cleaning up the grandfather’s
home after he was Niftar, they found letters he had written to his family in
Lithuania in 1938 urging them to join him in Eretz Yisrael, to get out of Europe
now. In their letters they replied that they will shortly, but they time to sell
their businesses and make various arrangements. The end of the story is
predictable, that from the entire extended family, they are the only surviving
line, the rest having been wiped out by the Nazis bnw nn'.

(You realize that had his grandfather even had one child in Lithuania he too
would have been wiped out!)

We have begun Chanuka. Chazal have defined Chanuka as a time 77071 niTin%.
The Gemara says that Leah was the first person to give nXTIn :

T N>

n"npn'7 NTINY DTN N'D X7 IN71Y NN NN XNAYW DI 'ni' |2 w7 Divn anit Y”xI
N NX NTIK DY9N MANKIY INTINEAR? NNXAY TV

And Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai: From the
day the Holy One, Blessed be He, created the world, no one thanked the Holy
One, Blessed be He, until Leah came and thanked Him, as it is stated “ :And
she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, and she said+,This time I will give
thanks to God ’,and thus he was called Judah” (Genesis 29:35).

The reason she gives nXTIn we are told is:
n7:07 N'wxI

YT N DR NTIR DYON™ NITIAY 7 9 anyn '72nn N 'mvay
She gives nXTIn specifically on having more children.

There has always been a contrast of the cult of death that the Arabs aspire to,
unlike Yisrael who always value life, to the point that the Arabs know how to
take advantage of us for it. Yisrael does not only value life it is committed to
life!

This week Gal Gadot, a movie star (who does not only count on her acting skill
to make her living), announced that she is expecting her 4rth child! In Israel
this makes perfect sense. Israel is the advanced country with the highest
birthrate in the world. In fact, it is the only first world country producing
children beyond replacement level. The commitment to life that is Yisrael
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comes from a clarity of the most basic issue - life itself. Something the west
cannot even grasp as they disappear by not even having children!

We are told by Moshe Rabainu before his death that there is only one issue to
sum up all of human choice:

2 DMaT:

VI NIXI NIMN NXIEQI0NTE D'NN DX DI'D D297 'NN1 AX(10)

See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil..

NNYI7? NnNW X2 NNIX YUK YX2 ']|7I'7N ‘N 2721 1 NNl LT

then thou shalt live and multiply: and the Lord thy God shall bless thee in the
land into which thou goest to possess it..

YATIANXR D'NN (VN7 DN NINALN77701 Nd12N 7197 'MNl nimnl 0YNN... (0Y)

that I have set before thee life and death, blessing and cursing : therefore choose
life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

The choice of LIFE is what the Pesukim say is our ultimate claim to Eretz
Yisrael and is so amazingly applicable today.

In our Hilchos Teshuva shiur we discussed in the third Perek about the idea of
a "1 . There the Rambam explains that there are three states of being , ,j7'T¥

ywn and 1112 . There is not a determination on that state until there is a
determination of the ai1n, of their being an effect of a majority of ones actions
impact on the person, at which point their state can be determined. That
determination comes through a 717'w which is the result of |'T.

We lead our daily lives generally in a state of Benoni. A state of being in
between, being non determinate, avoiding the need to have to make absolute
choices (or even decisions) and hoping things will fall into place. “Benoniism” is
a very comfortable way to lead our life. No need to face up to or have to make
hard choices.

DONIYN O''YW' NIY 1N17D 12 W' TN MDD NN'TA MY WX 9IY DYDY 'O 7V R
D'NJIYN 17X ,DOX112 NDTI NAIWNA NTNI DD'WYNA IWONI DDXNATINN I¥'7N DT
2% K71 W1 X7 AWK 711 7200 DNIY 7D DRAIYIE AT Y7202 NNRN DR

Even though the sounding of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is a decree, it contains
an allusion. It is as if fthe shofars call] is saying:

Wake up you sleepy ones from your sleep and you who slumber, arise. Inspect
your deeds, repent, remember your Creator. Those who forget the truth in the
vanities of time and throughout the entire year, devote their energies to vanity
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and emptiness which will not benefit or save: Look to your souls. Improve your
ways and your deeds and let every one of you abandon his evil path and thoughts.

The Shofar of Rosh Hashana is meant to wake us up. A time of war, a time of |'T
is a wake up call.

One of the inescapable issues one has to grapple with in war is the utilization
of |'T. It comes up daily in a soldier or in a central command center when

determining how many civilian casualties are acceptable to accomplish the
needed outcome. If I have to blow up this building to kill one person, there is a

necessity to make a choice, no longer to be wishy washy. Do I focus on
hostages or on destroying Hamas? Survival is based on my need to choose, and
choosing is a necessity of my need to survive.

The Rambam we discussed (in Essay #6) pointed out how one has to forget
about living to focus during war:

1271 DINODT NN X7X 17122 X710 MWK X7 2Nt X721

This particular war and the fallout from it (everyone is aware of the statements
made by the university presidents at the hearing in congress this past week)
should lead those of us not on the front lines to also confront reality, to have to
choose life.

[ just returned from a trip to the US, and was reminded what a country that
focuses on choosing to live instead of focusing on choosing life looks like. B"H

here in Eretz Yisrael there has been an awakening of a choice of life over all
else. Life which we are willing to die for. A realization throughout the entire

society that we lost our way, we were focused on living and through that this
great tragedy occurred to wake us up to focus on LIFE. Israel as a country is

facing a serious life and death situation and the society as a whole has jumped
into focusing on LIFE , Halevai it will last.

Moshe Rabainu tells us in his last day that the only way to be NI to 78w YIX
is through that crystal clear commitment to life over living. In this time
especially it is a message to all of us.

We should all be n>it this Chanuka to realize the NnXTIn we need to express as
having been ndIT to '?7nn Wni* and to be able to focus on choosing life.

Chanuka Sameach, Besuros Tovos
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Essay #10
Drive time radio and Hallel

December 13, 2023

T'9WN N1V NN

At the very end of this email [ am throwing in a couple of technical
issues that I need to share as well so please finish until the end.

[ was in in the car listening to the radio on the first night of Chanuka
(most Israeli radio is news and talk radio - especially now during the
war) and the broadcasters began the evening by saying nnw an and
then had a discussion if it was an appropriate greeting with over 100
people still hostages and soldiers dying daily, they concluded they
would use the greeting because in spite of the local context the an
exists on a different level and needs to be one that is recognized as
NNV in spite of the local present time issues. And they explained this

as they greeted each of their guests that they interviewed including a
father of a hostage and soldiers from the field.

It is indeed an interesting question. In Israel there has been an
unspoken pact that people do not greet each other with Jni7w nn or
ynwi nn (How are you) since Shmini Atzeres. This being the first

Moed to occur since those events brings up a bit of a paradox which I
realized is actually expressed in terms of the main issues of Chanuka.

Chazal were |ppnn the Avoda of Chanuka 77021 nimin% . In fact Hallel is

such an expression of Chanuka that the Rambam brings the Halachos
of Hallel in Hilchos Chanuka.

The Gemara in Pesachim 117a explains when one should say Hallel

75 7V IMIR "MIR 1IN IRYYT 07 DPN [N DR NNR AT 701
7V INIX DNIXR [*7820WD71 N7V XA K7W DX NIX 72 V1 o1 o
[N7IXA

Hallel is meant to be said on every naxI n1x ! and indeed if you pay
attention, what we say in Hallel expresses those ideas in the Teffila.
Some examples:

XXNK |12 "X IRXN 218U M¥nl NimM 22N 199N

N”' 2NN "1V A7 'K XNA N

And many many more Pesukim ultimately culminating with the
Pesukim that here in Eretz Yisrael people are crying out:

X1 NY'YIN 'n XIX
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N2 NN'™7¥N ‘N NIXR

We desperately require Hashem’s nyiv* and his support in being

n*'7xn . (I received a bumper sticker in my weekend newspaper 7R
Nl noua' !

This confrontation began on Shmini Atzeres, the day of differentiation

from the Umos HaOlam and Chanuka comes as the time where we
fought a war waged for values, very similar to what this war is about

(the presidents of Harvard, MIT and Penn didn’t get the memo) . The

tefilla of Hallel which we say every day of Chanuka expresses the
deepest wishes we could have during our present situation. The

amazing Chasadim HKB”H has done for us and our desperate need
for his nyiw' . The Simcha we have this Chanuka is in the opportunity
and ability and willingness to fight for what is right *7x 'n%? m! That is
an amazing opportunity and an amazing Simcha that one needs to be
770n for.

Israel sent 800 Menorahs to Aza for the soldiers to light. The
metaphor is lost on no one. The light destroying the darkness. And as

we unfortunately mourn every single day the soldiers who are giving
their lives, they knew and we know that they are fighting and giving

their lives for the most valuable thing one possibly can live for.
N2 DN'7¥N "D NIXR LN YYD ‘D NIX

nYIA M7 YR 'R AYYA 17 DX D YYD ANNN )'TAY NN DN

Chanuka Sameach and we should hear Besurot Tovot.

Announcements:

We wish Mazal Tov to Rav Sheftel and Tova Weinberg on the
engagement of their son Shmuel Yakov !

[ will be traveling in the US at the end of December.

will be visiting Miami December 25,26 -~ we will be having
a gathering and shiur December 26th in the evening.

[ will be in NY December 27-28 (where I will be attending the

wedding of Meir Weisel) we will be having a gathering and shiur in
Queens the night of December 27. I also hope to see as many of you
in person and make individual times as well so please be in touch.
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Essay #11
Time to be scared (Asara B'Teves)

December 20, 2023

T'9YN N1V 'n

One of the Talmidim in the Yeshiva innocently asked me Sunday morning “how
are you Rebbe?”. It hit me at that point how hard the last few days had been.
And I guess I use these emails to share my feelings, and worries with you, so
please bear with me.

FYI the feedback I get is helpful and lets me know someone out there is reading
these.

This past week the Derech Etz Chaim family had a horrible tragedy. One of our
Talmidim, Jonathan Degani Z”L passed away suddenly, leaving an Almana, and
three children. I was in the middle of davening Maariv after having lit Chanuka

Licht and my phone starts buzzing with a call from a DEC Alum from the US
(who unfortunately does not call me often) and from someone in Israel over and

over. | dodged out of Maariv to find out what happened and to my absolute
shock I am told that Jon Z”L has been Nifter. Jon came to the Yeshiva in year 4
and stayed awhile, and moved back to Eretz Yisrael after college, was the
Yeshiva dorm counselor, got married here (I was Mesader his Kiddushin) and
settled in Petach Tikva. I know his family, and he was a major part of the DEC
EY group, called often and visited Yeshiva from time to time. As an original
thinker and deep person we often exchanged ideas. A young vibrant man, who
was suddenly no longer with us. Rebbeim and Talmidim attended his Levaya
(including a DEC Alum who did not know him, but lived in the area and came as
it was a DEC family member who had died).

[ went to be Menachem Avel to his Almana, mother and sister sitting Shiva this
past Friday and as I got up to leave and to say the traditional n>nx nni' niznn
D7 I'Y *72R XYW IN2, his Almana says to me “we are in a time with many
D"7'aN for Tziyon and Yerushalayim”. Mrs. Degani who lost her son, Mrs. Degani
who lost her husband and the Degani children who lost their father, are among
many who over the last two months have lost their sons, husbands and fathers.

Then Motzei Shabbos I turn on the news to find out the terrible tragedy of the
hostages who were mistakenly killed by the army, and then every single day

waking up to the names released of the soldiers killed in battle the previous
day. Every single day. Every single day. These Chayalim who are Moser Nefesh

and ready to fight and die as Tzadikim Gemurim having made it possible for Am
Yisrael to survive. It’s hard, it’s difficult, sad and scary.
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[ am very scared that at this rate hundreds of soldiers will Chas Veshalom die.

[ am very scared that we are hanging on by one vote in the UN ultimately
dependent on a (close to senile president and) politics to survive.

I am scared that when Aza is finished, we will have to deal with Hizballah and

ultimately Iran in a never ending war that is going to make Eretz Yisrael a not
so pleasant place. Not pleasant to live in, visit and most importantly for

investors, so | am scared about the economy and its ability to withstand never
ending war.

[ am scared that we will revert to stupid politics as the leadership seems to be
completely out of touch with the citizens of Israel.

[ am scared that Yisrael living abroad doesn’t get it and what the ramifications
of that might be.

But who says being scared is a bad thing?
2 TNy N1 9T |'0'a NdoN 221 TN

Q11 KXNPKR ?NY12 219" 127 NYimi T'NN ThON DT MYUK: 2'NOT 'KN L,)INI' 'A17 MR
N'2 2NN 90T XWX ,X2'71 110 2NN XN N1 X720NK,0%WN NN XXny?

The Pasuk tells us it is a good thing to always be scared, and Rav Yochanan
brings that Pasuk to describe what was missing at the time of the Churban.

Tisha Bav which is the Moed of Aveilus (mourning), and the day on which we
are meant to grow by experiencing Aveilus is seen by the Gemara as a result of
the inability of Klal Yisrael to be scared. I think everyone is familiar with the
continuation of that Gemara . The outcome is meant to express that the
inability to see beyond the expected, and to be scared of the unexpected,
ultimately lead to the Churban Bayis . As R Yochanan concludes:

X TINY 11 9T |'0'a NdOoN 221 TN

,172'0 IN NOWYI 1IN N NANNN ,O'?IPJN A NMO7 AN 2v mnniy JaNI' '27 MR
1IXIXN N'7a0I

Aveilos is the ultimate reality check. The painful thing about losing someone is
that it is the only problem, no matter how much you want to, you cannot fix or
think that you can fix. It is final. Nechama means more then comfort, it means
to move on from a new perspective.

1 729 N'YUXI2
27778 AXVINL YIND DTRQNR YYD izt DNl ()

1 729 N'YUXKI] '""YN
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In Israel every single soldier or hostage that dies and every single Levaya is
attended by hundreds who never knew the person but understand that all
Aveilos is for all of us. It all connects to the ultimate Aveilos [I'¥ "7'aX WXw N2

D7l . It is a universal Aveilos on things not being right, on a world that is
not working.

This week is nava nawy the first stage of the fast days that keep us focused on
the Churban Bayis. The Tzom of Asara B’Teves is the only one that can fall on
an Erev Shabbos as it does this year, and is considered 1Inn (serious) enough
that there are those who hold Halcha L’'Maaseh that if it fell on Shabbos we
would keep it on Shabbos as well!

The Rambam in Hilchos Taanios explains the reasons for Fast days in general
and for Asara B'Teves in particular.

N9 NINVN nNYn 0 anm
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The Rambam stresses that the point of a Taanis is to be aware |INdT of not only
our D'wyn but of those of our niax , our predecessors. And he brings a pasuk to
back it up. Meaning that it is not enough to just focus on our own actions but
that we have to realize that we are repeating the mistakes of 11'niax , our
predecessors , so that the nin¥ we experience are the same as theirs and are for
the same reason. Amazing thing to say! Don’t we have enough problems of our
own that we need to focus in the past! What the Rambam is pointing out is that

the paradigms that led to the previous generations problems are the same ones
we are dealing with, and we are trying to , and need, to overcome today!

What happened on Asara B’Teves:
N 779 NIyN NR7N 07N

171XN21NIXNa NX'ANI D7wN' 7V ywOn 1¥NITIID) 722 ']'7)’) N0 QY N2V 'WYI

This Taanis is a very nn (stringent) fast to the point that we have it this year

on Erev Shabbos and there are those that hold it could even take place on
Shabbos! Why? Because it is the xnny119T Xn7nnK the beginning of the

tragedies.

Lets think about it and see how the Taanis addresses very contemporary issues:
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At the time of Asara B'Teves, Klal Yisrael is living in Yerushalayim with a Beis
HaMikdash. They essentially have passed through several centuries where
HKB”H took them out of Mitzrayim, brought them to Eretz Yisrael , they settled,
raised a Malchus and a Beis Hamikdash. Were their problems? Sure, but how
significant could they be? They told themselves “eriously do we have to worry
that something is going to happen ? The point of all of history since Bereishis is
for us to be here. Those Neviim are a little over the top, things are not perfect but
they will work themselves out”.

Then you wake up one morning and you come home from Shacharis and you sit
down for breakfast on your Veranda with a beautiful view of the Judean hills
and you look up and you see the most powerful army in the world outside the
gates of the city laying siege! It’s a shock! Can’t happen!

Following this event there was still time to do Teshuva before ultimately the
break through the city walls and ultimately the destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash.

Until this past Shmini Atzeres we could not fathom what happened happening.
We had our barrier, our strong army. A music festival could be held on the Gaza
border with no worries. Since that tragedy the world has turned against us. The
hatred of Yisrael that has come to the fore, the Umos HaOlam teaming up
against us. The very raising of the doubt of Israel’s being a “good” nation, or
maybe “we” are the ones committing genocide?!

ny7a 7190 127 NYpmi T'NN ThOSN DT MYUK: 2'NOT 'KN L) ANI' 'A10 MR

So the answer to the Talmid’s innocent question of “how are you?” is [ am
scared and [ am sad, not melancholy sad, but Aveilos sad.

This state of Aveilos of Yisrael should lead us, as it must to new perspectives.
And to seeing things for what they really are. Not sliding into sentimentality,
but rather being able to be T'nn TN9n and acting in accordance with a reality
that we may not yet believe could possibly happen.

N7 79 N
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Essay #12
What's your perspective?
January 5, 2024

T'9WnN N1 T2

[ just returned from my second trip outside of Israel since the beginning of the
war and there were some significant changes since my earlier trip that I
noticed, and I wish to share my feelings about those changes with you.

But first an update. The Yeshiva participated in an amazing volunteer effort going
on in Matersdorf, the most Chareidi neighborhood in Yerushalayim. There, in the
bottom of an educational building, are a group of Chasidishe Yidden who spend
a week preparing Shabbos food for soldiers in the field. 16,000 portions, high end

Shabbos food that the military sends trucks every Erev Shabbos to pick up and
distribute to soldiers on bases and out in the field. Our Talmidim got to help out

one day and look forward to participating again soon.

We had tremendously good news today with the destruction of our enemy
Deputy Hamas chief Saleh al-Arouri. But it does not offset the daily news of

brave Jewish soldiers being killed, being Moser Nefesh to protect Yisrael.

[ want to thank all of you for the feedback on my last (and previous) emails. It is
encouraging and gives me the motivation to keep sharing, so please keep it up.

When [ was in the US, I found that some people seemed to have lost patience in
staying focused for such a long time on such a momentous and troubling event,
this war. One person told me he doesn’t read my emails as they are “to serious”
and he cannot handle them, another «they are too long”. At a wedding I attended

[ led Tehillim under the Chuppa for our soldiers which I was told made the
Chuppa “to long”.

Another question people were asking is what are we looking forward towards?
Of course hanging over all of what is going on, and over all of us here in Israel is
what is going to be the “day after”.

Personally, I think it is amazing how the Israeli public and Yisrael in general
can stay focused and motivated to do what is necessary without knowing when
or what will be the conclusion! And in truth not knowing that conclusion seems

to be a necessity for Yisrael when we speak about ultimate nyiv:.

In last weeks Parsha we find
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Yakov wanted to tell over the Y7 and was prevented from doing so. It seemed
to be necessary for us_not to know the conclusion.

The Rambam stresses that this is the way things are:
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From the plain words of our prophets it would appear that the war of Gog and
Magog would form the inception of the era of Messiah; and previous to this war, a
prophet would arise to reform Israel, and prepare their hearts for the coming event;
(Malachi 3. 23). The mission of this prophet ,I shall send you Elijah for it is said
will not be to pronounce defiled that which is pure; neither the reverse; neither to
but his sole mission ,vice versa declare illegitimate those that are legitimate, or
Behold, I send you Elijah the :will be to make peace in the world; for it is said
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and he shall
turn the heart of the father to the children, and the hearts of the children to their
(Malachi 3. 24). Some of the sages state that Elijah will appear previous to fathers

the advent of Messiah,

What the Rambam says is that |uiwon nx1'- the simplistic way of
understanding things

Rather he continues:
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They were even a mystery to our prophets, and the sages had no tradition
thereon. Their sole guide was the tenor and construction of some verses; and this
is the source of the various opinions prevailing on these subjects. However, the
definition of the matter in question forms no article of faith. Man ought not to
study much the words of the Agadoth ,neither dilate on the exposition regarding
the Messianic advent, as they do not lead to any fear or love of the Lord; neither
should man compute the end of Israel’s dispersion. The sages said :Death should
overtake those who attempt to compute the end ;but we ought confidently and
faithfully believe in the restoration of Israel as explained

They are |'nino they are hidden and no one will know until they happen.

This is how Yisrael is meant to operate throughout the Galus
I 7109 27 19 1IN
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Rava said :After departing from this world ,when a person is brought to
judgment for the life he lived in this world ,they say to him in the order of that
verse: Did you conduct business faithfully ?Did you designate times for Torah
study? Did you engage in procreation? Did you await salvation? Did you
engage in the dialectics of wisdom or understand one matter from another?
And, nevertheless ,beyond all these ,if the fear of the Lord is his treasure, yes ,
he is worthy, and if not, no ,none of these accomplishments have any value .

One of the questions a person has to answer when he is taken into Din after he
dies is nyiw? n'ox. People generally think that means did you wait for

Mashiach, like 17 nonX to await. Or it means to look forward to nviw:.

But nyiw'? n'o'x is more than that, it defines what the nature is of our general
sense of perspective of what nyiw is all about. n'9'x is like a nox¥n , a “look
out”, the idea of a lookout is a place you can gain a perspective, the idea of n'ox
is perspective.

So that the deeper meaning of the question of nyiw'7 n'o'x is: were you able to
maintain a perspective of nyiw'throughout your life, not the same as n>nx
I7 looking forward. And in the context of the Gemara the question is, is it actually
part of the description of the humanity of the person who is asked this question.
In the same way you are asked nnin'7 o'ny nyayp ,namxa nnii nxwa . What type
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of human being are you? Are you someone who had a perspective of nyiv*
in your life?

That implies that you cannot talk about an nam~ in Mashiach based upon just
the first part of the Pasuk of nimx- ny mimx n'i it is not just a function of
nny, a function of belief, faith, it is a function of being actively aware and
sensitive to all the stages that are involved, and to have a perspective of how
each stage presents a new challenge, there is no real comprehension n'2'nn>n
of what you would look forward to in the first place! It demands a level of
perspective and sensitivity. n'ox plays a profound part of our ability to achieve
and gain from the actual experience of our lives.

Knowing the outcome (or thinking that we know the outcome) has the danger
of looking forward to a mechanical solution *1' n¥Iy1 'n>, that is something that
could prevent or push off the 'n nyiw' for those who are not yet ready to
accept a real 'n m'p \WIWY

The problem with only dealing with things mechanically or thinking
mechanically, is that you are by definition dealing with things simply. Because

mechanics are simple and that ultimately hurts your sensitivity to complexity,
and leads you to think that your job in life is to deal with mechanics.

When the Rambam says on |'aino 02T he means that by definition they will
emerge without you being able to define them, but the more that you are

aware of the patterns and the stages and the possibilities and the potentialities
and what is called upon you, and the more you work not to simplify things, the

more possible it is to get close to being part of and experiencing that emergence.

The nyiw'? n'ox is one of the six questions you are asked, itis a"nn us,
it is one of the fundamental questions. If a person cannot answer that question
he is in big trouble.

You actually address this issue every day when you daven Shmone Esrei:
n:n"'Z D*NN 9O’
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Were you constantly nyiw'? n'orx?
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Did that define you as a human being?
2 Ty 9T 071 Ndon 711 TN
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And why did they see fit to mention redemption seventh? Rava said, “Because we
are, in the future, to be redeemed on the Sabbatical [year]; therefore they set it in
seventh.” And didnt a Master say, “In the sixth year, voices, in the Sabbatical
[year], battles, and after the Sabbatical [year]the descendant of David comes [and
so the redemption is after the Sabbatical yearj?” The battles are also the
beginning of redemption.
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The Gemara asks why is the Bracha of Geula the 7th Bracha in Shmone Esrei?

The Gemara concludes that ultimately Geula will take place in Shviis and
therefore it was set as the seventh Bracha. Rashi points out that this Bracha of

Geula is not actually referring to the ultimate Geula, for that Rashi points out
we have other Brachos in Shmone Esrei , (TIT nnx1 0'2win' 121 yia'e nd1))
rather this Bracha refers to our personal Geula regularly. Even so he says, being
as it shares the name Geula they put it as the seventh Bracha.

What this means is that each individual, every individual life, requires a
n71xa and that that is part of the concept of the overall n2ixa , which means
every individual in terms of the nyiw*? n'ox in terms of where his life is going,
what the possibilities and the potential of his own life’s n'71xa , his vision of his
personal n7IxXa is directly connected to the nyiw'? n'ox !

If all a person’s vision is that he should win the lottery, or to be rich and
comfortable, and that is the nyiw* of his life, then he is living a life that has
nothing in common with what nyiw*? n'ox is about. As the Kaf HaChayim said:

2221 0I' 752 0'y1 0'YAD Andn 1'7'¥07 Ny AYIYY ‘D NYIYY? NI9XY |'IdDn "X Dal
2'5¥ AT 792 'Y Aand 71TA N2VIN 'NXYNI Y

«When I am |'iDn to the nyiw™ nox [ am |11Dn in terms of where my own life
goes, the things that HKB”H does for my life every day and it has made my
life a different life, an important life.”

[ have done my best both through these emails and in meetings with Talmidim
to give over the momentousness of the events we are going through and how
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one needs to have an awareness in order to appreciate and participate in these
events and ultimately be able to grow through them.

[ have no idea, in fact nobody has any idea what the end looks like they are by
definition |'nimo 02T . There is no way to know. Right now what needs to be
done by each and every one of us is nyiw*? n'ox and our own personal Geula,
and an Avoda to be prepared to accept the full identity of Yisrael that will allow
for the n'wn 7w 1NN

P.S. Yesterday the community of Kibbutz Nir Oz that was destroyed and whose

members were butchered on Shmini Atzeres were temporarily relocated to
vacant apartments in Kiryat Gat. The ENTIRE city came out to welcome them.

They furnished their apartments, down to house plants, and pictures from local
children hung on the refrigerators . It was an amazing showing of this amazing
nation. Watching it could make you cry.

This morning it was announced that a member of the Kibbutz assumed
kidnapped was actually killed and his body was taken by the animals called

Hamas into Gaza.

This is the rollercoaster of feelings and experiences that Israeli society is going
through daily. We should have a nyiw' speedily.
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Essay #13
Who is the Victim

January 18, 2024

T'9YnN VY 'n

Yeshiva continues to learn strong. | am really impressed by the Talmidim, some
may have gotten started late, but they are all getting stronger as the year
progresses.

It recently got seriously cold here in Israel. With one of my children and several
Talmidim based up north, it is getting more difficult waiting to see what is
going to go on with the northern front.

This week while the world court in the Hague put Israel on trial for war crimes,
my daughter as part of her assignment in the spokespersons unit of the army,
guided a group of 40 international reporters to Kerem Shalom, on the edge of
Gaza, where Israel continues to supply our enemies with humanitarian aid. Go
figure.

One last story from this week. Six years ago a very Chasuv and close Talmid of
Derech Etz Chaim unfortunately passed away. At the time great effort was
made to recover his Teffilin, which B”H was successful. I was contacted a few
weeks back by the parents of this Talmid who wished to give the Tefillin to an
Israeli Chayal who required Tefillin. When we put out the word we were
inundated by many requests. One story was of a soldier whose vehicle came
under attack in Gaza and was forced to abandon it with his Tefillin inside. This
week we were able to give him these Teffilin in Gaza, we daven they should
continue to protect him in his Holy efforts.

In Hilchos Teshuva we learn:
N 719 NaIYN NRYN D7am
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Let it not occur to your mind that God decrees at the birth of a person that he
shall be good or evil, a notion expressed by foolish non-Jews and most of the

stupid individuals among the Jews. It is not so. Every human being is capable of
becoming righteous like Moses or wicked like Jeroboam, wise or foolish, merciful
or cruel, niggardly or generous; and so with all other traits. There is no one to
compel him or to decree what he is to do, no one to pull him in either
direction; it is he who directs himself deliberately toward any course he
desires. This is what Jeremiah means when he says: “It is not from the
mouth of the Most High that good and evil comes” (Lamentations 3:38); that
is to say, the Creator does not decree that a man shall be either good or
evil. In view of this, it follows that the sinner causes his own ruin; he should

therefore weep and lament because of his sins and the resulting evil he has
brought upon himself

Those who are learning Hilchos Teshuva with us every Sunday morning know
that the Rambam begins Hilchos Teshuva specifically dealing with the external
realities that confront a human and require us to do Teshuva in order to
address those realities which we have violated. In the fifth Perek he introduces

the idea of man as chooser, and creator, and that his choices are completely up
to him, and that ultimately he creates himself via those choices and therefore
bears complete responsibility for his own life.

As straightforward as that idea sounds to us it is the complete antithesis of
how much of the western world and certainly the Arab world view life.

We watched this past week a situation which seems almost Midrashic if it
wasn’t so ridiculous: The world having a court to judge Yisrael if we have

committed genocide. It is mind boggling in its logic. We have lived through

months where society has backed a Palestinian society that looks at them as
fools and shares no value for them nor shares any values with them. We saw

“Queers for Palestine” and a women’s movement that could not care less about
the atrocities committed to the women in Israel by Hamas.

The west has created a world where you are defined by that which is outside of
you. The #METOO movement was more concerned with being portrayed - or

even more so, defined as victims then caring about the women . The Queers

view their identity as defined by victimhood and for that reason alone identify
with the ultimate victims, the Palestinians who have made their national

identity (which doesn’t really exist) as THE VICTIMS.

Yisrael, the most victimized people in history have never allowed ourselves to
be defined as victims. Defining ourselves as victims would be allowing
something outside of ourselves to define our being. The Jewish people should

be the largest refugee problem of the century having been expelled from every
single place we were living less than 100 years go. Yet there are no Jewish
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refugees. The Palestinians on the other hand have been defined since their
conception by what happened to them.

Yishmael and Hagar begin this trend by they themselves crying out about their
victimhood.

War and fighting and the mobilization of society is the ultimate form of taking
absolute responsibility for ourselves. | was at a wedding here last night and I

had the opportunity to speak with some young men who grew up in Israel who
are in the army, in Yeshiva, or in basic training. They have a level of maturity

and personal responsibility and thoughtfulness that is completely alien to
others their age in any other place in the world. They have a sense of self of

purpose and focus that propels them.

[ got to see another friend of mine who just came back from Chan Yunis in the
heart of Gaza where he had been fighting for weeks. As part of a longer

conversation, he told me how impressed he was by the Hesder Yeshiva soldiers
who in their free time between missions opened a Gemara to learn! Even in the
midst of a war we did not choose to start, and would rather not have to be in,
we do not let the enemy define us. Rather these young men define their own
lives. I am in Yeshiva, at the moment I have to fight a war and be a soldier, but
[ still need to learn!”

This war is a war of Shmini Atzeres. Shmini Atzeres is THE DAY that defines
the difference between Yisrael and the Amim.. The Rambam actually used that
language:

D71yn NINIX 'YUD0 D'ININY AT 12T 7Nhavnna iay! N

Don’t make the mistake that the rest of the world makes. Understand that our
identity comes from within. We will never allow ourselves to be defined by
others. Yisrael will not be a victim, and that will drive everyone else mad.

The deepest Teshuva one can do is exactly this issue:

INXY DX T'09N KIN KVINN AT KXNI XN DY [I'D1, 2 [a1I'71 DAY 17 IR 29"
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What have I made of myself? What have I made of my life? What have we made
of Yisrael?

[ was asked today by one of the participants in the Hilchos Teshvua shiur, how

can | make sure the things that [ have begun to take more seriously since this
war began remain with me, being as they were only triggered by an external

event.
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The answer in terms of internalizing them is one that one must ask themself.
Am [ living a life that is looking for that level of internalization? Am I living a
life which is looking for Teshuva. If you are, then the internalization will be
automatic. The trigger wasn’t the cause, it was just the catalyst. The
ingredients have to be there already.

This war, this endeavor, this chapter in Yisrael’ s history and what we are
experiencing is going to go on for, I believe quite a long time. As we have
spoken about in earlier emails, this is an opportunity for Yisrael as an Am and
for each and every one of us as individuals. Let us use that opportunity .

Recently when people ask me how [ am doing I have a new response. I am
worried. [ am worried about what we are presently and are about to go
through, and I mean seriously worried. At the same time I am optimistic,
maybe even very optimistic, about the ultimate outcome and a Yisrael that can
achieve a level of self defined identity to propel ourselves forward.
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Essay #14

A Very Bad Day
January 23, 2024

T'5%n vavy 1T

Today is a very bad day. Today is a tragic terrible day. Upon finishing Shacharis
I check the news and find out that 21 soldiers were killed when two buildings
collapsed on them in Aza. 21 Kedoshei Yisrael. It is a hard day for everyone
around. In the street, on the radio, in the news. These were all Miluimiikim
(reserves) . People who stopped their regular life, some as old as 37 years old,
to fight the most necessary fight in Yisrael's history.

Someone commented to me recently that it feels like a “Vietnam style conflict
in terms of fighting, with a WW2 purpose”. Even in Israel people, especially on
the left, are getting tired of the war and wondering if it is a fight we can win. |

have been preaching for months that the United States ultimately will not let us
win.

There is a feeling here of absolute total chaos with no end in sight. It is clear to
everyone that we will have a war in Lebanon come the spring. It is pretty much
clear to everyone (except maybe Joe Biden) that Israel is going to have to
occupy and fight off a guerrilla war in Aza for another few years at least.

And the background to all this are the hostages. That there are over 100 jews
being held in captivity, just for being Jewish . Girls being raped, people
whose health deteriorating, and there is nothing we can do (in spite of what
the hostage families think). The UN or the US could do something, Israel can
just keep fighting and hope they find some alive.

So where does that leave us today.

[ was thinking today as I listened to the Mothers of the fallen soldiers on the
radio of what we say in the Hagada and is timely in terms of this weeks
Parshiot.

In the declaration of our right to Eretz Yisrael that we say in the Hagada and at
the bringing of Bikurim we say in 'aN TaIX 'nIX:

12 775 0'AT

1¥NY7 "IN 079U TN 1Y IR KYLAYP DX 717! YRYIDAR 07X 7177 puyal (1):

We are wnIT it in the Hagada:
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What does HKB”H need to hear before he can respond?
NTAYN M DY) IR DDVIY 7yl

Specifically nTiaynn from the work. When it comes to 11*7ny it is the 012 the
children. And then you have this strange line of 1'xn? the pressure. Look what
is going on. Yisrael is enslaved for over two centuries. They have been killing
the childrenn and with that [ have to worry about a little pressure in their
lives?

The common theme in the response of HKB”H in Mitzrayim is not a response to
pain, not a response to Stam crying out that its hard. It is once we cried out
for what was preoccupying our lives, nTiayn |n that I have to be involved in
this type of work instead of an Avoda of my own life! That my efforts are my
children, that’s n"my not Stam the pain of children dying. The yn%! That is
what prevents everyone from moving forward. You cannot think! More and
more pressure!

To that HKB”H can respond. It is the realization that our lives, that Yisrael as
a nation’s life is preoccupied with survival and the problem with that is that in
being preoccupied with survival you cannot build a true Avoda. You cannot
build period! To that HKB”H can respond.

2:0 NMIYN 70 D”aNM

Ni77n 72 D™V X'2N DY NRITIENITE DAY 72XN2 DN'AYT ‘N DX DNATY DX
DY¢ qia 871 119 1% 07 N N'7I TNOI N7N332 DM |'7)'w Ty NidIAN 72 V'ONi 19KD
DTRY |A72Y nm'zw 1Y DNTANY R¥NII XD D'?W'J NN 1TIRAY T2 NiYAn n'W!!'?
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if you have abandoned God and become obsessed with food, drink, lewdness, and
the like, He will bring all these curses upon you and remove all blessing until you
will conclude all your days in confusion and fear. You will not have a free heart or

a complete body to fulfill the mitzvot in order that you forfeit the life of the world
to come.

Thus, you will forfeit two worlds for when a person is occupied in this world with
sickness, war, and hunger, he cannot involve himself with either wisdom or
mitzvot which allow him to merit the life of the world to come.

We live in a tragic world, all of us and HKB”H have n'nn on all those tragedies.
This here, the TIa'vw of ni'a is what we are sensing right now. The wasting of
the potential. D120 17X 11*7ny NX Every day our most precious sons are being
lost and being occupied in Avodas HaKodesh and a Milchemes Mitzva, but it is
not what we want to be doing. We want to be building an Am, we want to be
building ourselves and building Yisrael. Instead the Galus and our enemies have
gotten us involved in a never ending mess.

When the njppyx will come from there, not from sentimentality, or from tragedy,
HKB”H will respond. An Am that is seeking, that is not only worthy of a
response but is ready to respond to the next steps necessary to end the Galus,
just as they were in Mitzrayim.

Let the pain sink in. 21 of our sons were lost yesterday. 21 mothers lost their
n'ny but so did we. All our work, focused on what?

We must defeat the enemy and with G-d’s help we will. But we need to defeat
them to move forward. We need this to be over to focus on a real Avoda not on

an Avoda dictated to us by our enemy and the situation that history has thrust
upon us.

[ just want to end off with a letter that was left by one of the fallen nap7x 20
277 7111 . He left a wife and four children. His wife asked him to write a letter
before he went back into Aza:

'MOVNMIY NP ,70 DTIZ INYNA 7 NN7W NRI1D N7RN D'7'NN DX O'RIIZ DNX DX
[INXIN . NIR NNYYT ' 7200 QR 7w 1NNY? npoy DIY nWY'N R7Y WAIT IR AWy
N DIINXIY T NN 702 71¥97 1D'UNN VIYD XIX TR 710NN 21IwN NI 7Y Ynimn
IANON DX MP7R NN ,”YNIN MNI'Y Nnd.

I'NNY DN Wpan "IX 72X 21XV DT 2772 7911 7'NWD 202 'M791 '7IR7 )'wnin KIn
I'TAN ,NID272 1YO'N ,N2TN N'YN .10 DYT19] DNRWD DAIXY I'NN 7R .0'NNY

NT NN DT IPTANI DTN DX Y7 TNRD. ,NINuY71 DIkana? an 2y naan p D ' v
N7IX2 7 21T INIX! DYN W NMIV0'NA DYNIYAYA DN D'YANN DX DN NNIX
[ATN 7D D"'N2 1INAYT 1D'UNN .0'N'USIXK I'NN DON N7 TR 1710 D71V 7w1 N7w.
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“If you are reading these words, something probably happened to me. First of all,
in case I was captured by Hamas, I demand that no deal be made to release any
terrorist in order to release me. Our overwhelming victory is more important than
anything, so please-just press ahead with all the force until our victory is as
overwhelming as possible. Maybe I fell in battle. When a soldier falls in battle it is
sad. But I ask you to be happy. Dont be sad when you part from me. Sing a lot,
hold each others hands, and strengthen one another. We have so much to be
excited and happy about-we are the generation of Jewish redemption! We are

writing the most meaningful moments in the history of our people and the whole
world. So please be optimistic. Keep choosing life all the time-a life of love, hope,

purity and optimism. Look into the eyes of your loved ones and remind them that

everything they experience in this life is worth it and that they have a lot to live
for. Live! Don t stop for a moment the intensities of life! I was wounded in

‘Operation Protective Edge [against Hamas in 2014].” I had the choice to stay
behind, but I dont regret for a moment returning to be a fighter. On the contrary,
it’s the best decision I ever made.”

We should only hear Besurot Tovot
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Essay #15
Miluim
February 6, 2024

T'9UnN VAV 17D

[ am sure everyone is familiar with how Onedrive, Amazon Photos and other
services bring up memories annually of pictures from previous years. [ have
allot of fun distributing pictures from the past 25 years to DEC Talmidim
showing them at their "finest” moments (and how much hair they had) when
they were much younger.

Last week a picture came up on my phone that was from a conference that my
daughter in her role in Dover Tzahal (Israeli spokespersons unit) had sent to
me from one year ago. The headline of the conference was “Are reserve forces
prepared for the next war?” In Hebrew the title was The Miluim Crises. During
the past year while the government was trying to pass the judicial reform, one
of the opposition responses was for soldiers to declare that they would no
longer serve in Miluim (the reserves). It was the height of the internal conflict in

the country.
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Of course we all know that when the war broke out on Shmini Atzeres not only
did everyone turn up for Miluim but there was a historically high turn out 150%

showed up, so that there was actually not enough equipment in storage to help
properly equip all that came.

To help you understand some of the details. Some people who go to the army
are not assigned to Miluim units for all sorts of reasons. Some are
decommissioned due to age or other reasons (I read this Shabbos about a
former cabinet minister Tzi Hendel, who was decommissioned when he

became a minister - against his wishes and how he found a unit to fight with) .

Even they showed up for Miluim and had to be assigned to units and
distributed to where they would help most. And often trained for the specific

assignments they were taking on in the army.

When one generally thinks of an army, we focus on the young extremely brave
men 18- 21 who are in the “Regular” military service. The surprise of a the «Tik
Tok” generation being ready, willing and able to fight bravely and turn into the
[INX2N 11T as they are being called , is amazing and inspiring. Every single story
of every young man killed in battle and his friends can bring you to tears. An
amazing people, and amazing country that can raise teenagers like these.

The reserves, the Miluimnikim as they are called, are literally from every walk
of life in Israel. Religious, anti-religious, lawyers, doctors, educators, fathers,
mothers all working intensely together. Taking 350,000 people out of regular
circulation has had a profound impact on everyday life. Two DEC Talmidim
working in High Tech say 50% of their workforce is in the army at present. And
these Miluimnikim are doing amazingly brave missions . Many have battle
experience or have been in Aza in the past. Their age has been shown to be an
asset in the military.

This has become the hottest topic at present in Israel as after four straight
months in the army, the Miluimnikim are now being decommissioned and sent

home. Many being told they will be recalled later. (Most have expressed an
extreme lack of enthusiasm for pulling out before they got to finish the job!)
Some have businesses that have begun to collapse, all have families with
children which are struggling with the father away for four months. They are
true heroes to Israeli society and really to the Jewish people as a whole,

interrupting their normal life and going enthusiastically to battle for
Yisrael. They are greeted in the streets with hugs (my gardeners recently were

released and came over to see what repairs need to be done to my garden after
months of neglect, we shared hugs, a L’chayim and a very special few moments

reconnecting).
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That Israel calls its reserve soldiers n'xi'7'n has interesting roots. The source of
the word is in the Torah where the opening of the Mishkan was called the !
D'NI'm . Rashi gives two different explanations for the word.

In Parshas Truma where the word first appears referring to the stones on the
breastplate it says :

7:ND 7159 Niny
|¥N71 TOX? D'R7N 2RI DDYTIAX (7):
N 7159 NinY '"'wn

NNIAN NIN'NY DY [AXD ['INNI1 XNIA ['AD AYIN ANTA 0ONY7 'YIYY DY 7Y - 0O'R'M,
NIXaWN ‘N AWInn DIl ORI AR DVNQ

Because they made for them (for the stones) settings in gold - a kind of
indentation - and they put the stone there (in it) to fill the indentation, they
were called «filling-up stones”; the spot where the indentation is (i. e. the
hollow spot) is called« nxawn setting.”

In Parshas Tetzaveh we have the Korbanos of Miluim:
22:00 719 NINY
NIN D' 7R
0D 9 NINY YN

NIN D'X'M 'K D - DA 0wy NN 1YY ,0mYw. ,.0M7Y D'RIANY 2NN Tan
TaIW? 17 NI'R7 NTNN 1D'¥N X 07,0271 nTIAvN 1A nAmY ni7v o'n'wny
wNI9N) ,0'752 DNY 1721 NNKX 17OK IRWNTL,D'RI7A] UN'WY Nwn INTE,NINYT NTIavn
[V

of) o'n7v usually translated peace-offerings 0'x17n :(has the meaning of
“perfection X7n) "meaning “full”, so that 0'x17n is synonymous with - (0'n7e
something that is perfect in all respects. Scripture informs us that the 0'x17n are
to be regarded as-n0'n7v sacrifices, in that they, like the ,0'17& promote peace
(o17w)between the altar and him who carries out the sacrifical rite the priest)
and the owner of the animal {the worshipper who brings the sacrifice”). Therefore,
says God, in this case I make it a condition that the breast shall belong as a
portion to him who performs the sacrificial rite, viz., Moses, who officiated at the
installation into office (cf. v. 26). - The remainder, Aaron and his sons ate because
they were the “owners”, as is expressly set forth in this section

[ recently read that what may have been part of Hamas’s miscalculation is that

Israel, as a western, advanced, comfortable country would never be able to
muster the courage and determination to fight back as ferociously as we
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have. That is an understatement . It is one thing to think of what is called in
Israel 170 the regular army, but even those in Miluim have been more than
willing, to drop everything and go to battle.

The most famous Miluimnik, [dan Amedi (the Fauda and music star) after being

seriously injured in Aza gave a press conference when he was being released
with two main messages. First that everyone should realize what the

Miluimnikim are doing and keep supporting them as they are being released
and two, that he hoped G-d would give him the strength to recover and go back

to fight.

The Yimei HaMiluim of the Mishkan are the days of dedication of the Mishkan.
The Miluim may be there to «fill in” (as the stone in Parshas Terunma) but they
are by far the most Shalem members of the Jewish people and of Israeli society,

which is proving every day to be so much more deeper and high quality then
anything anyone could of conceived. And there is no need to mention in terms

of dedication!

As the Miluim were being released this week, mostly being told to refresh and
get ready to go back in in a few month’s time, the army has begun to deal with
its manpower issues, which are going to be difficult over the long term, as this
war is nowhere near over. To do so they requested that those Yeshiva
Talmidim in Mechinot and in Yeshivot Hesder advance their draft date. In the
Hesder Yeshivot they are not yet drafting all of the Talmidim, which has lead

to an interesting dynamic where the Roshei Yeshiva have to choose which
Talmidim will stay in Yeshiva and which must go now to the army.

To anyone who is not completely tone deaf in the Charedi community, the

message is clear that they also are going to have to make some choices and
take upon themselves the responsibility for defense of the country. It is a

complicated issue that my son Yoni, because of his position in the army, is very
involved in, and it is not as simple as saying “we are going to close all the
Yeshivas” - we are not . But with many Hesder Talmidim falling in battle it begs
the question of what makes their learning less important?!

There are going to be some changes in society in Israel as a whole , there are
already changes underway. And those changes are going to affect and penetrate
the Chareidi society as well. (Derech Etz Chaim has been given the opportunity
to be involved in those changes and more on that front will be coming out
soon.)

Klal Yisrael has really shown itself and what it is capable of as a people. Self-
sacrifice, Arvus, and care for each other. It is palatable throughout the country
every single day in almost every interaction. Halevai that we can build on this
to where Yisrael needs to be at to achieve its ultimate identity and end the
Golus for real, once and for all.
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Essay #16

My Broken Heart

February 21, 2024

T'9YUnN ‘XK 1TX 2™

For those who have yet to hear the news, and even for those who have, I wish to
dedicate this edition to a personal “war” of sorts, both in order to keep a diary
of my “wartime” experience and also because I think there is something to be
learned, and I might just save a life as mine was saved, by providing some basic
information. [ also want to express my appreciation for the unseen Miracle I was
somehow NDIT to.

[ am going to start at the very beginning. At the end of November I went to the
US for a wedding and to visit Talmidim in Dallas for Shabbos. While at the

wedding I found myself unusually winded after dancing with the Chosson and
again as [ dashed through the airport in Dallas to catch my flight home.

You have to know something about me for the story to make sense. I am in very
good shape. I have never smoked or been overweight, I work out twice a week
with a personal trainer and run on a treadmill several times a week, so it was
odd to me that I should be so winded and out of breath so easily.

So like a “man”, rather than going to a doctor, I increased my aerobic training.
Spending more time on the treadmill at a faster pace and higher incline. (Later I
learned how I almost killed myself in the process).

Returning to the US for another wedding at the end of December I stayed by a
dear Talmid’s home in FL, Dr. Peter Tepler. We can spend hours shmoozing on

topics of deep meaning and as we often do, we exchange ideas on new books
that one of us might like. He recommended a book - that I now recommend to
everyone, call “Outlive” by Peter Attia, MD. I downloaded an audio copy and
ordered the book version via Amazon and had it before Shabbos.

Dr. Attia writes “When [ was in Medical school my first year pathology professor
liked to ask a trick question. What is the most common presentation of heart
disease? It wasnt chest pain, left arm pain or shortness of breath, it was sudden
death. You know a patient has heart disease because they just died from it’. He

continues in the chapter to go through all the myths of what we think of when
one thinks of heart disease, and why that fully half of all heart attacks occur in

people under the age of 65! He explains very scientifically and extremely clearly

the way calcium is moved through the bloodstream and can cause sclerosis in
the heart and in surrounding chambers and that numbers such as blood pressure
and Cholesterol level (which on me were fine) are not as relevant as we think. He
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even brought a story of a friend in perfect condition, and like I, had no high blood
pressure or other obvious issues. That led me to think that maybe what he was
talking about was the issue here.

So for the first time in too long a time [ went to see my doctor to whom I
described my episodes of lack of breath . He listened to my heart and heard a

murmur and sent me for an Echo. (I had just booked a third session a week with
my trainer.) Immediately upon seeing my Echo the technition told me to STOP
everything. Stop doing anything more than walking to shul and even that he said
I needed to be careful. [ set up an appointment with a Cardiologist.

Upon the recommendation of a close friend who is a high-level doctor here in
[srael, | made an appointment to see Dr. Ofir Amir, he is the head of Cardiology
at Haddasah Ein Karem. He looked over everything did his own check up and

before he finished writing up the summery had already scheduled me for a
procedure called the TAVI, (transcatheter aortic valve implantation procedure, in
the us they call is the TAVR , Transcatheter aortic valve replacement), a
procedure that replaces a diseased aortic valve. Haddasah has some of the top
people in the world to do this procedure. So.... Now knowing I had a ticking
bomb in my bosom I very carefully went about my business returning to the
hospital on Thursday for the pre procedure preparation including an Echo and a
CT as well as blood work preparing for the Tavi and a few days in the hospital
to recover.

What I had was Aeortic Stenosis, What Is Aortic Stenosis? Your aortic valve keeps
blood flowing from your heart’s lower left chamber (left ventricle) to the aorta
which is the main artery bringing blood from the heart to the body. Aortic
stenosis occurs when the aortic valve narrows and blood cannot flow
normally. It is caused by a build up of calcium around the Aeortic valve that
leads it to wear down and not open properly. It is not a rare situation, just that
I was only 59 and that was rare. (Remember no high blood pressure no high
cholesterol no overweight - basically no way of knowing without a calcium test
or echo which is rarely done in younger people). I had the stenosis due to the

congenital rarity of my having a bicuspid valve as opposed to most people who
have tri-cuspid.

[ was released for Shabbos and returned on Sunday expecting the procedure, but
was met instead by the entire team of Doctors including the heart surgeon, who
showed me looking at the CT that it was dangerous to do the TAVI. So the

decision was one without a choice of a full blown valve replacement surgery
which boils down to open heart surgery. Dr. Amit Korach, the head of

Cardiothoracic surgery at Haddasah scheduled the surgery. When he came out

after the surgery to report to my wife he told her he had no idea how I was
walking much less working out. Simply called it a 01 that I survived to that point.
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[ had my complaints against the situation. What’s the point of being in shape and
caring about ones health if this can happen anyway?! But as the Doctors pointed
out to me, L’'Hephech, just the opposite, had I not taken care of myself I could
have dropped earlier or I would not have noticed the lack of cardio ability had I
not normally not had that problem.

[ want to mention that not only did Drs. Amir and Korach save my life, and not
only were they the top people who could make a lot more money in the US, they
came every single day to check on me , even their off days. Seeing how I
progressed, how [ was doing, being encouraging. When I checked out of the
hospital I said to Dr. Amir that he may view what he does as his job but to me it
was clear he went nayni 7un , well beyond the call. His reply « this isn’t work”
. Just last night during dinner several days after my release from the hospital Dr.
Korach called to see how [ am doing! As shocked as I was, | wasn’t surprised.

The Gemara tells us
N9 KOOI N 1MW N
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In a religious society, one based on Emunah and Bitachon that is a tremendous
Chidush and gives us tremendous insight into those two issues. That ultimately
HKBH is the "wa 75 x9N but we need to do everything we must to make it
happen. That is the closest expression of Bris that we ultimately have with
HKBH . It is why the Gemara says that :

N"2'YA NRI9 NI7 I Nn?

N2yl 7' NNy N XNKX '27 MNX

These issues have allot to do with War and IY”H my next email will address the
connection. In the meanwhile I wanted to end with several thoughts.

Doctors save lives. | know that sounds simple but when I speak to Doctors, Peter
Tepler, Moshe Stiebel, Jonah Zisquit, Bayruch Goldwasser, Elan Noorparvar, Isaac
Manaster and other DEC Talmidim whose names don’t come to mind at the
moment, [ do not know if they themselves realize how Chashuv they are! Several
of those Talmidim on the list are practicing in Eretz Yisrael or on their way. WE
NEED YOU!

Another part of my experience was in the days following the surgery when |
simply did not have the strength to practice simple Mitzvos. The connection of

your ability to be a functional part of Olam HaZeh is directly connected to your
ability to do and appreciate Mitzvos. We don’t really think about how much a

part of our physical life they are - until you can’t do them. It adds another level
to the Rambams:
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Lastly and most importantly, take care of your health. [ now have firsthand
NITY on my healthy heart. But Chas V'Shalom things could have gone another
way had I not been paying attention.

We should all be ndit to the ultimate Refuah:

17 X901 AV

With G-d’s help soon.
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Essay #17
Yeshiva vs Army

March 4, 2024

T'9YUN 'K TN "1

[ want to begin by thanking all of you who reached out to wish me a Refuah
Shleima and for your Tefillos. I am B”H feeling much better, I have a ways to go

to feel 100 percent, but feeling better and stronger every day. [ was especially

thankful for the phone calls and a number of Talmidim who took time on their
visit to Israel to come by, and one who drove over two hours from the Golan to

be 071N Wp7an . Thank you.

The Yeshiva participated in the wedding of Rav Shmuel Kornfeld's eldest

daughter this past week and later this week numerous DEC Alumni will be
joining Rav Sheftel’s son’s wedding in Lakewood (I had originally hoped to be

there as well until my surgery).

The Yeshiva also went on a WZO/MASA sponsored tour of the Southern Israel,

Gaza border communities where Hamas committed its atrocities to see firsthand
and hear from survivors what it is that began this war.

My commitment in these essays is to connect you to what is going on during this
time in Israel, and try to make you aware of the some of the societal changes that

are going on here since the beginning of this war, so even though the topic I am
addressing today is somewhat controversial, it is important for you to

understand that this is the topic that the entire country is focusing on at the
moment. It is also something that | hope and believe Derech Etz Chaim can affect

positively and be part of the solution.

The Chareidi draft, or the need to draft Chareidim is a is a hot news topic. The
government brought a bill to the Knesset with the purpose of meeting the army’s
increased manpower needs over the coming years - where the assumption is we
will be in a constant state of war for a while, the bill will extend regular service
from 28 months to 32 and Miluim, reserve duty, to 40 days a year. When the bill
was raised the question being asked is “how do we pass a bill to address

manpower shortages without addressing the thousands of Chareidim who do not
go to the army?”. The supreme court issued a ruling asking the Government to
justify how they are at present not drafting Yeshiva students and continue to
fund Yeshivas even though there is no legal basis at the moment not to draft
them. The State has to reply and the attorney general has given the Government

until April 1 to begin processing legislation and by June 30 to complete the
legislation. (The law which previously existed has expired.)

64



Before the war the Religious parties were looking to pass a law that would
exempt all Yeshiva students from military service, period. They understand that

is not a law that can be or should be passed at present.

Another angle is that polls have shown that Chareidim and other populations
that supported the Yeshiva exemption, are now more ready to have Chareidi

Yeshiva students join the army then in the past, meaning there is an opportunity
to be utilized to solve a long standing problem that has created tension within
Israeli society.

In order for you to understand the issue better [ have to break it down and make
it clear what the problem is, and what the issues towards solving it are. First and

foremost, nobody in the mainstream believes all of the Yeshivas should be shut
down. The need is to balance the allowance for anyone who wishes to learn to
be able to so, while addressing the country’s military needs, and the
responsibility of Charedi society to the general society in Israel.

When | came to Israel in 1981 I had the privilege of getting to know Rav Yosef
Tenenbaum, Z’L the founder of Vaad Hayeshivos which is where (originally)
Yeshiva students received their Yeshiva military exemption. He told me of his
meeting with David Ben Gurion, the founding prime minister of Israel, to discuss
exemptions from the military for students wishing to study in Yeshiva. They

came into the meeting expecting a battle with a man who was viewed as a very
anti-religious leader. Rav Tenenbaum Z”L told the story that they sat there

waiting and eventually Ben Gurion walked in and without hesitation or even
having them speak he stated « The Cossacks closed Yeshivas, the State of Israel

is not going to do that”. End of meeting walked out. From there the Yeshiva
military exemption was born. People want to say the problem is in the growth
of the numbers from that time of Yeshiva students and Yeshiva exemptions -~ but
that is not the real issue. The problem is the taking advantage of the exemption,

and a culture that was created that going to the army was not required or
necessary for those who identified as Charedi regardless of whether they were
actually learning full time or not. Everyone is aware that even those who are not

learning, often utilize the exemption by finding a Yeshiva ready to register them
even though they are not learning. There are other methods used to avoid army
service. All of them in the “service” of not going to the army.

Lets look at the other side. The Chareidi community has hesitations about
sending their sons at age 18 into a completely irreligious environment. It is
similar, but in some senses worse than the (justified) discomfort of sending a
religious teenager away to dorm in a secular college. It is not necessarily a
positive environment for a frum teenager. The army has been addressing that -
slowly and not very well for the most part, but they are trying to create
environments that Chareidim will be comfortable in. (My son’s army position is
an officer in the 'Tnn 7n1n which tries to assign Chareidim to appropriate
environments for their service).
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The other issue, and I think this is the bigger issue, is that most parents do not
want to give up on their son getting into learning right after high school. In the
Chareidi community Torah learning is the highest value, they would give
anything for their son to be a Talmid Chacham. Similar to US parents, they hope

a year or two in Yeshiva post high school can inspire their son to get into learning
in a serious way. What this has led to in Israel, are what is referred to as nia'w:

n"wn? which means for kids who are falling off. Those Yeshivas receive the
same level of government support as other higher end Yeshivas, while
discouraging their Talmidim from going to the army, and that is where much of
the controversy is.

Right now Netzach Yehuda, which is a Chareidi combat unit, is generally full with
each draft. Most of those are kids are from Chareidi families, but they themselves
have fallen out of Yeshiva, and are not necessarily so frum anymore. There are
other combat units with higher quality (religiously) kids.

The interim stage, right after High School (Yeshiva Ketana) prior to army service
is another place where work can be done. We all want the top Yeshivas to keep
functioning. The Talmidim in those Yeshivas (Chevron, Ponovich and others) are
learning at the highest levels with serious Hasmada. Think of the most Chashuv
Rav you know in your community and multiply that by a Beis Medrash of 1000
and that is what some of these Yeshivas are. A tremendous long-term resource
for the Jewish people.

It’'s the middle, not the top and not the bottom that has to be addressed. The
Kippa Seruga (national religious) system has set up numerous tracks for Yeshiva.
Some go to Mechina which is a year or two of full time learning then straight 3
years of army. Some elect to go to Hesder which combines 1.5 years of learning
with 1.5 years of army, and others go to Yeshiva Gevoha, as in Mercaz HaRav and

Har Hamor where they are involved in full time learning and push army service
off almost indefinitely. It works for two reasons. One is the array of options and

choices, and the other, more importantly, is that the community values army
service.

The army can come up with solutions and frameworks for Chareidim, but the

Chareidi community needs to want to address the imbalance and begin to value
army service and see it as an obligation. The latest polls since the beginning of

the war, show that army service as a value is on the rise within the Charedi
community. Now the question is how to address it.

There are a number of proposals at the moment. One is to draft Chareidim /
Yeshiva students at an older age, 24, 25 after they have had time to learn, are less

easily influenced by the environment and usually are married and have
established families. The service period may be shorter then 32 months but still

significant enough to provide value to the IDF.
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[ propose a two level system of Yeshivas. The «elite” Yeshivas - which have egos
and deserve to, will be viewed as a place for lifetime learning and an exemption
from army service. Other institutions taking after the US model of students have
2-3 years to spend in Yeshiva before moving on to the army in one of the
frameworks that are set up for post yeshiva students. If a student at the end of
his time in the 2-3 year Yeshiva can get accepted to the “Elite” yeshiva, and wishes
to continue in full time learning, then he can continue learning. These Elite
Yeshivas have big egos and lowering their standards to help exempt students
from the army is not going to happen.

What I am presently working on with a group of Mechanchim and community
activists from the Chareidi community is to create a high-end yeshiva addressing

the needs of top boys coming out of the Chareidi Tichons- Chareidi high schools
with secular studies. The Talmidim in these high schools have already broken a
boundary in Chareidi society by having an academic education. These boys level
of learning and seriousness and what they want is in the top echelon of learning,
but they plan on integrating into Israeli society, and going to the army (not
necessarily combat) is something they are not just open to, but often planning.
At the end of their 2-3 years at the Yeshiva they will have options. They can
continue in learning at a high-end Yeshiva, or they can go to army into an

appropriate framework as first and foremost strong Bnei Torah hopefully in
leadership roles. We hope to create not only soldiers but officers! But most

importantly Talmidie Chachamim and Ovdie Hashem who will create an
incredible Kiddush Hashem wherever they continue on to.

(More information on Derech Etz Chaim’s plans is coming soon!)

This is such a hot button issue that the government may likely fall over the issue
shortly as the Charedi leadership is, as most of the leadership in this country is,

out of touch with their public . Change will happen ground up and [ hope we can
be part of the positive change.

It is one of the amazing changes that have come over Israeli society over the past
months and as with all changes it will be interesting to see where is brings us -

and what effect it has on the US Yeshivish community as well.
[ want to share with you three pictures that are worth a thousand words on

this topic (If you don’t understand the Hebrew find someone who does it is
worth it).
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The poster above is from 1948, a call from Agudas Yisrael for Yeshiva students
to join the army The poster above is from 1948, a call from Agudas Yisrael for
Yeshiva students to join the army
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Essay #18
Misrad Hahishtadlus

March 8, 2024

T'OUN ‘KT N

Thank you again to all those who have been in touch. B“H | am getting stronger
every day. [ have begun physical therapy and [ am looking forward to being in
Yeshiva for Shabbos Zachor and Purim.

We are having an Alumni Shabbos in the Yeshiva for Shabbos Zachor joining
together for davening and the Shabbos meals catered by Chef Doron!

The Yeshiva had a Tiyul today to the Dead Sea. We have had a very limited
winter of trips due to the war and that much of the country is off limits. [ am

not sure if you are aware but there are still tens of thousands of Israelis
misplaced from their homes in the north.

On a sad note my wife’s Grandmother, known to years of DEC Talmidim as
Grandmom, passed away at 98 years old this past week. Grandmom would love
eating in Yeshiva on Shabbos, making Challa and pancakes for the boys over
the years. [ have heard from decades of Alumni . She was very much a part of
DEC.

One of the things [ don’t think you hear much about, but here you hear it from
soldiers you meet who just came back from fighting in Aza, are the daily Nissim
(miracles) that are taking place. As terribly tragic every loss of life has been, the

numbers are not nearly where the worst predictions were prior to the ground
offensive. These are building to building battles, against an enemy that lurks

behind every room and acts like a «“civilian” until the moment he pulls out his
RPG to fire. The connection between Hishtadlus and Bitachon are being
expressed every day in Aza and amongst the brave Chayalim. In Israel the
Ministry of Defence is called |Invan Twn I think a more appropriate name
might be ni7Thwnn Twn. Let me explain:

This idea is timely as Purim focuses us on these issues of Hishtadlus and
Bitachon.

T 719 MNOX

N7 TADY MNOX NN NIKIAY i7 1N DTMYNYT |Y1Y2 D1 WYX DT NI 3YN9 NI (N)
Ay 72y 119 Ypa's i pnnaY 3'mn X Ria'? a'w nig'a:

He also gave him the written text of the law that had been proclaimed in Shushan
for their destruction. [He bade him] show it to Esther and inform her, and charge

69



her to go to the king and to appeal to him and to plead with him for her
people.

Mordechai commands Esther to go and beg for her nation. She replies:
T 719 MNOX
N 70R0 7R RIQ WK NYRE YR 72 WK D'YTI 700 NI oy M Ty 7 (R

V'Y NX ']'7YJ'] i7 Vi YUKN 11'7 n'rn'? iNT NOX X7 NY YK N'M'I9D XN0
i’ n'm'w nT T?Yﬂ 'm NiQ7 ‘MK N7 Il hink

“All the king*s courtiers and the people of the king s provinces know that if any
person, man or woman, enters the king s presence in the inner court without
having been summoned, there is but one law for him-that he be put to death.
Only if the king extends the golden scepter to him may he live. Now I have not
been summoned to visit the king for the last thirty days”.

What is Esther saying? If «everybody knows” then so does Mordechai!

Suddenly now for the first time she doesn’t do what Mordechai asks of her?!
Now she is second guessing him?!

What Esther is saying to Mordechai is “you want me to go in to ask for my
life?”

«] would like you to explain to me why I should do this.” I assume you want
me to do this because you think it might help. And if it will help it’s the right
thing to do because we do not rely on G-d’s intervention etc...”

We call this ni71hwn .

See if I can influence the situation. I will be a lobbyist while you pray.
Hishtadlus and Bitachon

Esther says though that, “There is only one problem. Hishtadlus means to do
something that is at least minimally effective”. Something that could work.
Well, every idiot on the street knows “ask any idiot on the street etc” you have
364 days left to deal with the issues. Why does this plan make any sense at all?!

Esther says “this is not called Hishtadlus it is called dumb” so you are going to
have to give me a better reason.

Esther is successful at eliciting from Mordechai the answer she is looking for:

T ;19 MNOX
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7'2X N'21 DX DX DIFRN DT TinY! 2701 NN DXTD NY2 'YNNR YN DX 1D
:N1D'MYT7 AYAN NRTI NY7 DX VTi' "0l 1TARA
4f you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from
another quarter, while you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows,
perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis”.

What Mordechai is telling Esther is: “you are correct there is absolutely no
need for your Hishtadlus.” And «I was wrong to imply that there was anything
that you could achieve in terms of Hishtadlus. There is no need to cry to the
king” and indeed she does not - she invites him to a party.

This is not a clarification it is a profound change in our understanding of
Hishtadlus and Bitachon.

What Mordechai is saying, is the most fundamental change of paradigm
that has occurred in the history of Yisrael to that point. It sits behind the
entire Tikun of Megillas Esther and Purim.

On the surface it seems like he is saying absolute nonsense. If you are asking
someone to do something, and trying to convince them we are “counting on
you” the last thing you tell them is, «it will work out anyway”.

If I can say 7nX nipgnan o*Tin*? Tiny' n%¥n1 NN then I cannot say the second
part of the pasuk ni>7n% nyvan NX™ NY7 oX VTi' M

Is Mordechai convinced that we really do not even need Esther to go in?

What Mordechai says to Esther is its about you. If you are quiet at a time like
this, then you are not only destroying yourself as an individual, but the entire
historical line that has led to this moment. It was the instant that you could

address everything that had gone wrong from the time your great grandfather
Shaul HaMelech, that had led to the birth of Haman to be born from Agag, and

that had the mnid7n taken away from him to be given to 1191 2100 y"n which
is now given back to you with those same words (see 0*:X \NOX N7'an). Which
is offering you - Esther - this unique opportunity.

Hold on - what opportunity? [ thought you just said it will work out anyway?
You just said we don’t need you Esther?

aNX Dipnn 0TIN'? Ty n7¥ni NN The results are mechanically the same. If

you are the one who is the agent of those results then there is a
difference. You will have reinserted the entire line of history that led to this

moment and now no one will notice that there is or ever was an
alternative. Because there wasn’t one - you were the alternative.
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This is exactly as war works.

The Rabeynu Bchaya in his introduction to Parshas Shlach says:
'2:27' 12TNA
(X7 ,80 "7un) nyIYNA ‘a7 nnn'm oI'? |pim oio

NIYY7? 0X'Y 12T 7D Awyy (XD *7wn) DTN MDA DX 72 T 7Y )70 nnv
INDAY An 72 yavn 0TAL, |NON XK7X 7N 1'K 01N D ,0'NY 'T' INWN 1IoN'YI
D'21Y1 NI7IYD DTRN NWY'Y 0¥ [2 7V1,5200 NTA 7V "2 DTRN DY pVIL,Ya00
127 NIYRYUN 7Y TINYY211X9N [N A'wn? NN 'Y,

In this verse Shlomo HaMelech warns everybody to do whatever is in his power by
using natural means to achieve his success. Beyond that, he must leave things to
Gd. A miracle occurs only when all the natural means have been exhausted
and have proven to be inadequate to produce the desired result. Man was
created in such a way that he can cope with most problems by using natural
means.

DI'7 NIAdNI D'OIOI ['T 7D D'V 17 "IN 12X 7V Aann'Y? NdY? nxnw md
I"2'IX T'2 0N' 01 7V 1IN0 |'dN 1I'K DXY ,ANN'7N, 'IXY XINW N7IN 17 W'Y M) IR
D'7OXNN 11NN VI 0'7'vinn 0Y7281N 17'OKRN1,170K8N7 0ol DTvon 17 [N

IR 'X I'MIDN 72 Y20 T2 NWYEIND 702 7Thwnt IN7D' 72 17 nwyw NN D' TAn
N7XN NION2 X7 N7uN' DY 1 RIXY 78 Y'Y NI0aY7 17, ann'tna Tax'y DR W' 1D
[nTTY7an 7X1'w i nidan D oy, 0'7'vimn 0'7OKNN DY NIN'Y N7IN W

D'{7'TAN D'VIN D'72XNN DY AXRID 17 YAaNY w1,

If one plans to secure victory over an adversary in a confrontation one must
strive to equip oneself with all of the necessary weapons and the quality of
weapons needed to give one an advantage. In other words, in the days of Shlomo

HaMelech one needed horses and chariots. (Today it is tanks and aircraft) If one
left everything to heaven one will find that heaven does not intervene on one’s
behalf. If someone is sick and one prays for him to be healed such a prayer is

useless unless one has first taken the measures known to help the patient to get
well, such as giving him the type of food he needs, Only after one has taken all the

measures known to medical science which are capable of curing such a patient
does one ask heaven to do its part in curing the sick person at hand

N7YN' DWA 21 DNNIONT ARIDIN YA K71 NNNMN Y2 AYIYNN RV 'R D7NI
NN X7 (DW) 2'NdI1L,DNIAYYY wANNI A7 NIAY7 X9NN (AT DY7'NN) 2D PY
NYVIYNY? 010N 17w (27 DW) 2'ND1,NXY' WIRD 71IWA K71 Y9N' 010N,

This is the deeper meaning of Psalms 147,3 Dn/ayy7 vanni 27 a7 X911, “He
heals their broken hearts, and binds up their wounds.” It is also written in verse
10 of that same psalm that “He does not prize the strength of horses, nor value
the fleetness of men.” We have a third verse (Psalms 33,17) in which David

72



expressly ridicules those who place their trust in their horses by saying: “horses
are a false hope for deliverance, for all their great power they provide no escape.”

27TnwaY? Ixaw™? DAIMn AN 71,9 'R D7I09N ANT ANIND NI NNT
IN7Y'YI 2N IN'Y'YI DARIR 7V Ann'n? Dni7ya 07N IRY'Y 278N nidna
NIYY7 DTN NDAY an NIYYY? NIdA DA 278D 011ya 73 D 0NN "y D'2a0n
yaoun awyn 72 72y 01n 71y9! |3 AnN1L,YALVA1 ADIND TR, I'N K7 INW'Y 97UNI
I'N DOKXI,WAYNI NIDTN 'S 7V DX D YA0NI ANINN )T AINX] A K7W 197 NIRTY? 'Y
75N ,0NN DY INXY' DYIND (2 VYN DAYN I'N OXRIL,DAY DY INXY' 0NN VYN |'RIT
11017 72 ANKI N7RN NN DNITTNYA 70 NIYY? IRWY DNINN NIXA DX DI
D71¥7 010 7y JMon X7 NN D L7 nVIVNNY M7 yn.

Bnei Yisrael were right in doing what is humanly possible to gird themselves for
war against the Canaanites including spying out how best to invade the land of
Canaan. Setting ambushes, sending undercover agents, etc., are all legitimate

ways for preparing an invasion and maximizing the chances of success. Once all
these steps had been taken Gd would add whatever measure of supernatural
assistance was needed to ensure success. The Torah does not make the

performance of miracles the cornerstone of its dealings with mankind or the
Jewish people. Miracles are exceptions, not norms.

The Rabeynu Bchaya explains that a person needs to take personal
responsibility and do everything in his power to succeed and only then will
HKB”H provide that which needs to happen beyond the natural order. The

Israeli army needs the best weapons, the best training, the highest motivated
soldiers, the best commanders, the best plans. If they are prepared to the 100
percent degree, then HKB”H comes in and makes sure there is success.

If a person does 1 percent less than what is totally necessary, what you have
done is “played the odds” and that is Amalek’s approach.

The Gemara in Megilla 11a says:

DT, NI79W1 NzAD 0! DNV :XOAN XKNYIY K7 KON A7 NN Y7 ')
YiTpn 7¢ iN1iv Nyl ,Min2 170y X7Y 7XW'7 DNY NY ni7yy 7ava  nan it
0 XN N2

Rabbi Elazar introduced this passage with an introduction from here:
«Through laziness the rafters] hamekare [sink in] yimakh ;fand through
idleness of the hands the house leaks *(Ecclesiastes 10:18). Rabbi Elazar
interprets the verse : Through the laziness of the Jewish people, who did not
occupy themselves with Torah study ,the enemy of the Holy One, Blessed be
He ,a euphemism for God Himself ,became poor] makh ,[so that, as it were,

The Pasuk in Koheles that R’ Eliezer opens the learning of the Megilla translates
“that through laziness the roofer gets weak”.
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But the word napnn also means the maker of coincidences, the one who
uses Mikre. When one is lazy, even 1 percent lazy, not putting in 100 percent,
not taking the opportunities given to you, you make all the coincidences that
have added up in your life and throw them out. It 71>'2> weakens HKB”H

There is a book called “The Biggest Bluff « by Maria Konnikova in which she
uses Poker as a metaphor to life and understanding the relationship of luck (the
hand you are dealt) to skill - what you do with the hand you are dealt.

She writes in her introduction:

That's the thing about life: You can do what you do, but in the end, some things
remain stubbornly outside your control. You cant calculate for dumb bad luck. As
they say, man plans, God laughs. I could definitely detect a slight cackle.

My reasons for getting into poker in the first place were to better understand that
line between skill and luck, to learn what I could control and what I couldn t, and

here was a strongly-worded lesson if ever there were: you cant bluff
chance.

From War we learn how to live. Our lives are lives that are made up of an
infinite number of chance happenings, things that come out of the chaos and
look like coincidence. If we take our lives seriously, if we take our
opportunities and make our choices, only then HKB”H takes over, once we have
put in everything necessary. Everything - 100 percent.

17 2'K AN

.0'21 D'PIOD 12 INAL, NNAYNN V2 7174 [V W90 2NN NT- 1Y 2 T¥N VA X7 7
DTRN ' '"WIR MY DAY RN D, NNAYNL 11'AKR NNMNN NIMKXDENINN 'WIR D
U'N7 N7 DTR 22 DT 72 7V NINED 'Y QWK DY7Y750 201 DXV 71T 2ImdY Ind
NNINQ X2 KX71'an NIAwNN X' 221 AT NIRAY 72 D7 71T RIE7un M9d1 10T
7 NINQT [I'RY NINAN IRY WK NIYIE DAY 78D NN AR IR

‘ONANI D'AYN’ 7701 07700 DX v
Ny TN 0N"'WI DAY TUKRD D, DTN DX INY' ATh DYLA NI

thiy}'al 72T 2INan T'oNn ' TY, NIY N'NK TVI NMlYn N'UKRIN DNV’ "y 12
5n T'!n nwa afa- nY7yn 1Myn |"2Va A Imavnna 2T, T9¢ X71 T'an

NON aAwN! 1780, T'AN 17 NYY' 012 DNN TNNY', Y0 D'INN 17'9K, [ATA "n
ANNY' I'N7XA 7207 INQY7 '921;0' YN N7 To5NN1 NYINN 12N DR DRI'7YN
IWN INOUND NN 2NN K7 17'9K1, I'YYN2L INAYNNY 780D N PINNE.A71VNn Ny
2207 :017WUN 1'7Y TIT AKX 020 D'RIOD DT INAL.DNPNAYT7 ATYal N7IvN Y, KON
D'ZINNL;NMYN NYONA - 1'7R DANPN D, NI T YN D'YYA My I'T'on
PTIN [N 7'xn 0N '’ D7 D't nn

n NN |yl, DMN720 Y70 DIMn AN, N'WXNAKN NXTN DN |2 D71YN 2NY 11901
2 VYNA O'RXIY, DN DO'IXY DX D7 (12272 I'NX 227 DX on' X71: “0'X'N 2'wn? nnnY
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T2 ANINNT DX D, VN ;N7 2Wir KXY, DY NIXIA DRYN DYIRE WA Y70 Drnxal
D'2122N NN 1902 DD IR 78T 21N MK DTN VN1 NNl yaon N

The Ramban in his Peirush on Iyov on the Pasuk of “G-d never takes his eyes
off of a Tzaddik” explains based on the Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim that there
is a level where a person is completely close to G-d and does not remove Him
from his consciousness for even a moment, then he will be Zoche to absolute
protection. But being as most of Klal Yisrael is not there, therefore we require
an army that is well trained and can fight and (with the help of G-d) succeed.

With Purim approaching, which is a day of Teshuva and expanded
consciousness, it is important for each and everyone of us to examine their
lives, their opportunities and their nij7*a71 to HKB”H, the chaos and coincidences
that have led us to the life we now lead and where our conscious lives are in
order to be Zoche to HKB”H’s absolute protection.

[ want to end with one thought I found this week:

Following the Yom Kippur war, in light of the thousands of families which at
that time lost loved ones in the war Rav Chaim Shmulevitz ZT”L gave over the
following thought after giving his Shmooze in the Mir.

N AL, [NX'NNA T2 2'713' a2 D 'R 7 ANAT ' 9T 2722 77T DOnkn 'R
DNX'NNA TINY"? 713' 0'71yn 75 'RY 1IN7¥N 112y DU Do AR 7Y InIx

He said based on the Gemara in Bava Basra about the Harugei Lod , two

people who gave up their lives in order to save the entire community of
Lod , the Gemara says no one in the world can stand in their presence

above because they gave their lives for Yisrael.

. 7122 "2 XiIn DAty 779107 1My W'y arrnnl YR Ty DY) NONY DIvn Xial
I¥9) 10INY 'Y N”1 ,17 2N 1Y) 7T INNX N2N7 NNS NNISAH MAY 7Y NaY
NID 7122 72 'Y arna Y2

And the responsibility to Daven for them (the soldiers) has no boundary! As

Chazal tell us based on that Moshe Rabainu had to receive permission from
Yisro to go down to Mitzrayim out of Hakaras Hatov for him having opened his
house to him, Chazal say one’s soul is responsible to him, how much greater for
those who are risking their lives everyday for us that we owe boundless
Hakaras Hatov to .

Much more then a few lines of Tehillim every day - 7122 *72! Boundless.
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Essay #19
Esther, Dumbledore and the Overton Window

March 14, 2024
T'OUN 'ANTN T

It is a long standing tradition at Derech Etz Chaim to have “smoking” shiur the
night of Purim. It is always amazing to have guys sitting and learning about
Purim on Purim, before getting involved the next morning in the Mitzvas
Hayom. So I am sending out this update as a Purim shiur, if you have time to
read it on Purim - great - if not it is just as applicable the day after.

'972 NIIND ANIY TA7A ATY7R 12 MR UDTD VI 9 QLRI Y UK INOX MK
190 1972 AT 00! AN K WiINIYUDK.

“And Esther said: An adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman) “Esther 7:6 .(
Rabbi Elazar said :This teaches that she was in fact pointing toward Ahasuerus ,
indicating that in fact he was an adversary and enemy ,and an angel came and
pushed her hand toward Haman.

People don’t realize the Importance of that moment. When you read that
Gemara it seems that Esther has lost control. She is going to point to
Achashveirosh?! She is just about to ask to save the Jewish people, and get
Haman killed and now she loses control?

But that is not what is going on here. Esther prepared to point at
Achashveirosh knowing precisely what she was doing, and it was courageous
and essential for the entire nyiw' of Purim. It also has profound implications for
us present day. What Esther was doing at that moment was asserting reality
even if it was unpleasant. It is certainly true that the assertion of an essential
reality can be a terrible thing, because of the Overton window. But it is
nonetheless a fundamental necessity in order to properly define, and properly
pursue, and to ultimately win a war.

If Esther felt she needed to assert in that moment the truth, it means to us that
the assertion of reality however unacceptable it may be, is a necessity. (Even
though she could only assert it for a moment and then it had to stop, that was
necessary on a tactical level).

The Overton window is an approach to identifying the ideas that define the
spectrum of acceptability of governmental policies. It says politicians can act

only within the acceptable range.
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What this does is limit the conversation and the imagination and prevents any
real confrontation with reality and therefore it prevents any ultimate paradigm
shift.

See the following article in the Wall Street Journal Feb 9, 2024

America Is Having the Wrong Election

“Candidates Trump and Biden share an interest in not owning up to the
prospect of a global war”.

The article goes on to state: “These are can-kicking answers by can-kicking
politicians, understandably, because both know nothing good comes to them
from bringing voters the truth. Twice in the last century it cost the U.S. and the
world dearly when the U.S. couldn’t get its act together to supply an ounce of
deterrence when it was needed. Here we are again.”

Listening to Churchill prior to World War Two could have averted the loss of
millions of lives. Except that he was viewed as crazy!

Often, the ones who are saying the truth are seen as crazy.

In the Megilla, until the moment that Esther pointed that finger, everything was
defined by n9n sycophancy.

What is sycophantic behavior? Praising people in authority in a way that is not
sincere, usually in order to get some advantage from them. (as in the emperor
has no clothes).

We are told in Meseches Megilla is that was exactly what Esther was to
Achashveirosh and that was what he loved about her - and she did it without

any desire to get anything from Achashveirosh. But Esther could be anything
she was expected to be she. She was completely malleable to him and that is
why he loved her.

Ui7'2 220 0K, NI7INAD 721 1797 TONI N XY D'YID 720 INOX DX 7790 20K
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“And the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she obtained grace and
favor in his sight more than all the virgins) *Esther 2:17 .(Rav said :This double

language indicates that if he wanted to taste in her the taste of a virgin during
intercourse ,he tasted it, and if he wanted to experience the taste of a non-virgin,

he tasted it, and therefore he loved her more than all the other women.
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That means that the first time when reality had any place in the farcical events
of the Megilla is when Esther pointed that finger. Because of it the Beis

HaMikdash came about.

One has to realize that the entire Geula ultimately has nothing to do with the
original day of Purim, it only came about from what we call Shushan Purim.

Purim was merely 129011 it was turning the original letters around.
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And you may further write with regard to the Jews as you see fit. [Write it] in the
king s name and seal it with the king s signet, for an edict that has been written
in the king s name and sealed with the king s signet may not be revoked”.

We can’t change anything so write whatever you can that would be acceptable
as an interpretation of the original letters. nd'1'ya 210> 0'TIN*7 1AND there is
nothing [ can do about this. If you are able to manipulate things great. So they
threw in the words that “everyone should be ready to fight for their lives etc.”
That is the meaning of 1>9n11, we were able to shift it back around.

But the entire time, throughout the story in the Megilla, everything was limited
by “don’t even consider asking for the Beis Hamikdash”. Achashveirosh begins
the conversation with Esther every single time with those words. That is
because that type of political tension we can’t handle.

79 N71 nd'm X0 fWyn NdAn YN TV ANYZA NN N27A0 WNoXYT 1790 A7 R
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“Then the king said to her” (Esther 5:3), to Esther the queen, “What is your wish,
even to half the kingdom, it shall be performed ”(Esther 5:6). The Gemara
comments that Ahasuerus intended only a limited offer: Only half the kingdom,
but not the whole kingdom, and not something that would serve as a barrier to
the kingdom ,the building of the Temple ;

The minute she asserts a moment of truth and says 2'Ix1 1% w'X and points that
finger at Achashveirosh was the first moment that he gets up and walks out
and needs perspective. He needs to think.

IT'20 NAAZX D NAYAN INRN2 D 370
“The king rose in his fury from the wine banquet to the palace garden”

He comes back and kills Haman and then when the day arrives, as he is
screaming at Esther about the thousands of casualties He suddenly says, “you
know what, it’s not about me, it’s about you. What would you like?” A sudden
turnabout.
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«In Shushan alone the Jews have killed a total of five hundred men, as well as the

ten sons of Haman. What then must they have done in the provinces of the realm!
What is your wish now ? It shall be granted you. And what else is your request? It
shall be fulfilled”.

N2Y TA'7N HANIX 120 NN DT D DYAN [YYA 12790 TNoNT7 1790 R
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Rabbi Abbahu said: This teaches that an angel came and slapped him on his
mouth

This time he doesn’t say nid'na '¥xn TV why not? Esther is saying you need to
give us the primary position in terms of your country. And if it means building
a Beis HaMikdash then that is what it is going to take. And Achasveirosh
accepted that.

That is why on Shushan Purim it is the first time that we need to define a city
based on the |11 |2 ywiIn' nin'm 78w YIXa 01V, we need to define the

difference of a Shushan Purim which is a totally different focus on the
rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash and Eretz Yisrael and not just the saving of
Yisrael across the world.
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Why was the matter made dependent on the time of Joshua bin Nun? To give
honor to the cities of Eretz Yisrael that were in ruin at the time of the Purim
miracle. Although they are in ruin at present, this would allow them to read the
Megillah on the fifteenth as do the inhabitants of Shushan, since they were
surrounded by a wall at the time of Joshua. Thus the commemoration of the
miracle would include a remembrance of Eretz Yisrael.

This story has many implications. Esther understood that in order to be a total
victor in a war, while being limited by that which is acceptable in an Overton
window, is doomed to failure. Because then what happens is you are only

fighting a proxy war in the sense that you are fighting the wrong issues which
are only representing the real issues that actually count. Then you leave the

true issues untouched, which means they simply regroup and fight you again
stronger. Because all that is happening is “can kicking” instead of war.
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If you go along with the Overton window you may win the battle, but you will
ultimately lose the war. Esther needed to define that war if there was going to
be a nyIv' and it was only because of that moment of truth when she points
that finger, that everything changed.

It also says there is a need for clarity in spite of your options being limited by
that Overton window - that is what the Malach is asserting when it pushes her

hand away from Achashveirosh towards Haman.
90 1972 AT 00! AXTN KU ,UNIYNK 1972 NN MNINY TA7N ATY7X 20 MK

Rabbi Elazar said :This teaches that she was in fact pointing toward Ahasuerus ,
indicating that in fact he was an adversary and enemy ,and an angel came and
pushed her hand toward Haman.

This is not the time, but it needed to be done. What Esther accomplished is she

set the entire future conduct of this war against Amalek in place and in the end
she actually gets the Beis Hamikdash built.

Fudging the issues is absolutely the wrong way to wage a war. That is
represented well in the Harry Potter series by the man names Fudge!

“Voldemort has returned,” Dumbledore repeated. “If you accept that fact
straightaway. Fudge, and take the necessary measures, we may still be able to
save the situation. The first and most essential step is to remove Azkaban from
the control of the dementors -~

“Preposterous!” shouted Fudge again. “Remove the dementors? Id be kicked out
of office for suggesting it! Half of us only feel safe in our beds at night because we
know the dementors are standing guard at Azkaban!”

“The rest of us sleep less soundly in our beds, Cornelius, knowing that you have
put Lord Voldemort’s most dangerous supporters in the care of creatures who
will join him the instant he asks them!” said Dumbledore. “They will not remain
loyal to you, Fudge! Voldemort can offer them much more scope for their powers
and their pleasures than you can! With the dementors behind him, and his old
supporters returned to him, you will be hard-pressed to stop him regaining the
sort of power he had thirteen years ago!”

Fudge was opening and closing his mouth as though no words could express his
outrage.

“The second step you must take - and at once,” Dumbledore pressed on, “is to
send envoys to the giants. ~
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“Envoys to the giants?” Fudge shrieked, finding his tongue again. “What madness
is this?”

“Extend them the hand of friendship, now, before it is too late,” said Dumbledore,
“or Voldemort will persuade them, as he did before, that he alone among wizards
will give them their rights and their freedom?”

“You - you cannot be serious!” Fudge gasped, shaking his head and retreating
further from Dumbledore. “If the magical community got wind that I had
approached the giants - people hate them, Dumbledore - end of my career -~

“You are blinded,” said Dumbledore, his voice rising now, the aura of power
around him palpable, his eyes blazing once more, “by the love of the office you
hold, Cornelius! ....

I tell you now- take the steps I have suggested, and you will be remembered, in
office or out, as one of the bravest and greatest Ministers of Magic we have ever
known. Fail to act - and history will remember you as the man who stepped aside

and allowed Voldemort a second chance to destroy the world we have tried to
rebuild!”

“[nsane,” whispered Fudge, still backing away. "Mad. . .

“If your determination to shut your eyes will carry you as far as this, Cornelius,”
said Dumbledore, “we have reached a parting of the ways. You must act as you
see fit. And I - I shall act as I see fit. ~

That is the second teaching of Esther, because she was in the same position.

She was unable at that point to be completely open about the entire effort in
the direction that she was looking towards, in the end of getting the support of

Achashveirosh, but she understood that that did not make her finger pointing
moot. In fact if you take a look at the Gemara she was bitterly opposed by the
greatest members of Sanhedrin
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Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda said: Esther sent to the Sages: Establish me for future
generations .They sent to her: You will thereby arouse the wrath of the nations
upon us

And at the end of the entire story some of Sanhedrin had separated from
Mordechai!

N71,71'DN QN7 71N 2T Y DY 2T Wingginy 7707 npgn TRt 7m0
T30 YN 10N 167’94 TR 1K 7Y
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«For Mordecai the Jew was second to the king Ahasuerus, and great among the
Jews, and accepted by the majority of his brethren ”([Esther 10:3). The Gemara
comments: The verse indicates that Mordecai was accepted only “ By the majority
of his brethren,” but not by all his brethren .This teaches that some members of
the Sanhedrin parted from him

The biggest argument we are having with the world and the United States in
particular during this war, is over the idea of humanitarian aid - a world of

ToNn. The real focus of our war is between a world of Yisrael which is Ton 071y
M2’ and the nxvn 0'MIxNY? TONI

We, Yisrael, view T0n as a commitment to life. To the Shechina to n'wx12a to an
advancement of a world.

They, the Umos, view Chesed:

12 7Y YD Mi 20-T 2 7RINYI 2O T RIY IR 12 ONNN DRTY 1AKREITYYR 0
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12 7Tann? XX 'wiy DRV |2Y

nxun omix? Ton the Goyim and the west in particular, need to believe in their
moral supremacy in order for them to have a world . Nobody understands that
this is primal. It is Yisrael’s nx1ana vs the opposite.

The war has boiled down to, do we have a right to abolish terrorism and evil
even at the cost of human suffering, or as Sinwar and Hamas are counting on,
Israel will be stopped by the West’s need for moral superiority, as witnessed
this week with Canada putting an arms embargo on Israel, of Biden declaring
that an invasion of Rafiach is a “red line” . (B”H the Israeli govt rebuffed the
United States and even stated they will go into Rafiach even without the US’'s
backing).

My daughter in her position as part of 7"nx 72IT has been escorting and

involved in the briefings and the intelligence sharing that the commission sent
to Israel to investigate UNWRA and their involvement in terrorism. The people

on the commission are outspoken anti-Israel and anti-Yisrael. UNWRA is their
way of expressing their Chesed, their care for the poor Palestinians. An
organization they need to keep propping up their ability to do Ton to the
Palestinians. The worst thing for them would be for the Palestinians to grow up
as every nation does, and take responsibility for themselves.

The idea of supporting a people, and a world which cannot function, which is
anti-Darwinian, where a species that should not be able to survive - an entire
culture that values death above all - is allowed to survive, supported to survive,
by those who need to feel their moral supremacy.
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What Yisrael learned on Shmini Atzeres is that being Tonnn with your enemy
does not work. It was those who helped the people of Aza, who brought them
into their homes who were murdered and kidnapped. We in Israel saved
Sinwar’s life with a brain surgery! Those who thought that we should give the
poor Palestinians a state and that we need to end our occupation.

The world is committed to keeping a people who cannot and should not be able

to survive alive through their idea of Chesed. We Yisrael, need to and are
committed to life, to a world that works. That is our ultimate war.

83



Essay #19 - Part Two

Follow up from Purim
March 26, 2024

T'OUN 2ANIN T'0

We had a beautiful Purim here in Yeshiva as well as an Alumni Purim Seuda in
Lakewood.

On Shushan Purim night here in Yerushalayim we had a shiur where we
discussed most of the issues brought in my last email #19. Through discussion

we expanded on those ideas so before we close up Purim [ wanted to share
some additions to that dispatch.

Haman says to Achashveirosh
2 719 "NOX
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Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and
dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws
are different from those of any other people and who do not obey the king s laws;
and it is not in Your Majesty s interest to tolerate them.

He says that Klal Yisrael is splintered. Exactly the situation we were in here in
Israel prior to Hamas’s attack, and Hamas terrorists during interrogation

admitted that they felt they could use that to their advantage and they thought
that the attack would further polarize Yisrael. Everyone in Israel was so aware

of the problem, that immediately at the beginning of the war n¥1 Tn' became
the mantra of the war. Everyone realized n'Tin'n 75 nx 011> 77 was a must.

The parallels between Amalek and Hamas in some ways seems quite obvious.
(The government of Israel was brought to the High Court of Justice at the Hague
for having called Hamas “Amalek” as proof that they are interested in
Genocide!) but if you think about what Amalek did was attack us not in order to
defeat Yisrael but as Chazal tell us to “cool off the bath”
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Yet another explanation is that it is connected in meaning with the expression 7
in the phrase“ pin/ 7 cold and heat” and it means: he made you cold and
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lukewarm after the boiling heat you had before. For all the nations were afraid to
war against you and this one came and began to point out the way to others. A
parable! It may be compared to a boiling hot bath into which no living creature
could descend. A good-for-nothing came, and sprang down into it; although he
scalded himself he made it appear cold to others

Hamas just wanted to show that our deterrence was faulty - and they did. In

doing so they wanted to show others how vulnerable Yisrael is and they were
incredibly successful at doing that, so that Israel now has to destroy them, in

order to rebuild its deterrent capabilities. (Which the United States right now is
trying to prevent.)

More than that, I believe it has been difficult for any of us to understand why
wiping out Amalek, including women and children would be a Mitzva, but this
war has taught us there are no non-combatants.

On the issue of Chesed and morality which we spoke about, the entire story of
Amalek’s survival came about because as we read in this past weeks Haftarah,
Shaul and Klal Yisrael’s unwillingness to kill Agag and the animals and any
remnant as commanded by HKB”H. They seemed to want to be more moral
then G-d Himself. For that Shaul loses the Malchus.

The paradigm of Chesed is Avraham Avinu who plays a large role in the
background of the Purim story.
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Rabbi Yonatan introduced this passage with an introduction from here: “For I
will rise up against them ,says the Lord of hosts ,and cut off from Babylonia
name, and remnant, and offspring] nin ,fand posterity, says the Lord *(Isaiah
14:22).« :Name,” this is the writing of ancient Babylonia that will disappear from
the world“.Remnant,” this is the language of ancient Babylonia“ .Offspring,” this
is their kingdom. And “posterity,” this is Vashti ,who according to tradition was
Nebuchadnezzars granddaughter, and the book of Esther relates how she too was
removed from the throne.

The destruction of Bavel in the opening Perek of the Megilla which sets up the
entire story of Purim is the ultimate outcome of the battle between Avraham
Avinu and Nimrod - Bavel, and the opposing outlooks towards the development

of the world. Nimrod believed in power and control, anti spreading out and anti
chaotic development , as opposed to Avraham Avinu who believed in total nin'n
(freedom) and that the world would ultimately self organize as the Purim story
expresses.
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Mordechai is the '1in' the Gemara tells us:
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Rabbi Yohanan said a different explanation of the verse :Mordecai came from the
tribe of Benjamin. Why ,then ,was he referred to as Yehudi ?0n account of the
fact that he repudiated idol worship, for anyone who repudiates idolatry is called
Yehudi

This was the original work of Avraham Avinu - fighting Avoda Zara.
The Medrash says Tin' is like *1'n' that he brought out the
TIn' (the oneness) of the Shechina in the world. Also Avraham Avinu’s Avoda.

It comes out that this fight between a world of Chesed which for Yisrael means
to expand life, vs. a world of nxun n'nix? Ton where Chesed is just used a as
way to express moral superiority, is a battle that Purim focuses us on as well.

We have Purim in Adar Sheni as the Gemara tells us n2Ixa7 n721Ixa 1 M0O%7 . We
should be ndIT soon to an absolute n71xa a building of the Beis Hamikdash that
Purim promises, and a world where 37w has no place.
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Essay #20
PPPP, War, and Freedom

April 10, 2024
T9WN |01 2

It is important to start just by reminding everyone that we are still at war. Four
more soldiers were killed just recently and there are over 130 hostages still
being held in captivity by Hamas. There are also tens of thousands of residents

of the northern part of Israel that are displaced and cannot go home due to the
constant bombardment by Hizbullah. It is the first time in a long time that we

enter Pesach with Jews who are physically in bondage.

We are presently in the time referred to as PPPP (Post Purim Pre Pesach)
sometimes it is used to explain the weakening of the Yeshiva Zman in terms of
learning, other times the stress of getting ready for Pesach , but in truth the
Gemara sees it as the time of n7IXA7 n'71Xa YnoN, a time that connects the
Geula of Purim to that of Pesach, and becomes the reason we celebrate Purim
during Adar Beis.

Like every Moed we experienced this year, with the war going, on and the other
issues facing Yisrael because of the ongoing war, Pesach and this period of time
gain a tremendous amount of meaning, and gives us new insight into what we
can focus on during such a unique and special time.

We began Hagada shiur last week on my Sunday Zoom alumni shiur and we
spoke about the question of the nonn |2
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The context in the Torah of the ndnn |a‘s question is in terms of what are we
supposed to be getting out of these Mitzvos and we are told in the Torah

.omT 71 n7 2y

To be good for you.
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The Pesach Seder is meant to bring us to achieving nin'n. As we are told Pesach
is n'nn'n N7, which does not mean the time we were freed, rather it is the
time we achieve freedom. The Seder is very much set up for us to follow in
the footsteps of the founder of the idea of nin'n- that being Avraham Avinu the
original freedom fighter.

He connection of Pesach to Avraham Avinu on the most basic level, is that the
TIAy'w in Mitzrayim was in response to Avraham Avinu’s question of yTx nna,
and n71xa is what he is ultimately promised as we say at the pivotal point in
the Hagada:

D)2X7 NN INNIY DN 2 122 12X DNNART? MRY YD IR QYN D"pnY
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The central idea of the Hagada revolves around that nnvan, the promise to
Avraham Avinu. The journey we are on at the Seder is Avraham Avinu’s journey.

Avrham Avinu’s journey begins with 17 1%
We are told:
N 7109 Q' 719 N'UNI]
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Meaning that the original reason given to Avraham Avinu to listen to the niixn

'n was in order for his own benefit, for him to create his ultimate self. This is

the answer given to the non in the Torah when he asks "what are these Mitzvos
for?” nm*a ~'12 117 2iLVY

The Rambam introduces us to Avraham Avinu’s journey in Hilchos Avoda Zara
Perek 1:
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Avraham Avinu was much less a religious philosopher then he was a scientist.
He was concerned with discovering truth. His objection to Avoda Zara is that
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it was leading the world away from a search for truth. It was closing their
minds off from being able to discover truth.

' 1719 NAIYn nNYn 0 anm
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(Notice the stress on Avraham as a child asking questions - just like the nn
nInvl)

The Rambam continues to explain Avraham Avinu’s approach:
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,ONYTN NNKXN TAXRY TY

Notice it says «“that which was causing the mistake was that they worshiped
idols”, it does not say the mistake was that they worshiped idols. Avraham
Avinu, and the Rambam is stressing this, was bothered by Avoda Zara for what
it was doing to mankind’s ability to think and discover truth. Essentially Avoda
Zara was enslaving the mind.

The Rambam ultimately frames the point of o' ¥n nx'x' around this issue :
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The Mishna in Pesachim describing the order of the Seder says:
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The Gemara expounds:
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Halacha L'Maaseh we do both:
T {719 n¥ni ynn Nid7n 07ann

NN "M NMMIAX I'D 27NNAY 19001 7'NNn XD ,Nawa 07071 NI 7'NNnT I
17 DIZNN 12PY NNRN DT D7'oNI, T7V INX 'S TINI 7200 ANX 'WI01 D91 11191
721 D"MXNA AYI97 ' DrTAYY YTl 7'nnn a1, TN 2021 0YINN N 7 Tanl
X TAIN '"MIKN WNT'Y XINE,RINN'NAL 7 IWYIY NIXO1 0'012 Dol 17w nyn
.NIYN NT 1N IT WA WATA )IRNAE9'0mMN 721,Nw19nN D imay Ty

89



(Notice by the way, that the other central tenet of the Hagada is 'ax TaIX 'nX
which is about Avraham Avinu’s journey as well.)

Avraham Avinu was the ultimate freedom fighter. When Avraham Avinu asks :
10 19 N'UXI
MIYA'R D VTR DA 217, 1T XYL (D)
And gets the answer we bring in the Hagada:

:NIY NIXN VAR DN 12V1 DITAVI DY K7 YIND QUIT DM 127 VTR VT DAXY XY
2IT3 WD IRY! [27NINNI DX [T 1TAY! WK HADTNIX DA

He is wondering about a basic idea that drives Yisrael, and asking how can it
be. What drove Avraham Avinu’s journey was his not getting stuck in any
preconceived notions, he continually questioned all the “givens”, and through
that he was Zoche to Eretz Yisrael. What could possibly keep his offspring on
that path? He is told according to Chazal:

™ NYI9 17 17 NwN9 (X17'1) N2 N'WUXRI]

N290..1" IT ,NTALTA T ND'WN L7000 1T, L' D791 N21TAa ND'wN Nn'R Nanl
DITX IT I'7V

Chazal tell us that Avraham Avinu was shown all of the Galiyos at the time of
the n'xNan |'2 N2 the entire history of what Yisrael will endure before
ultimately returning to Eretz Yisrael and the ultimate Geula.

Avraham Avinuw’s fight for freedom - nin'n- focuses on two things Liberty and
Freedom.

78mw’s version of nima 7'nnn of n*'n 01y, focuses on the lack of liberty. The
inability to carry out any choice you might make.

27Vs version of NN 7'NnNn is 1*NIAX 10 7Y *Ta1Y n7'nnn focuses on freedom.
One’s mind is free if they do not worship 7y and have not already decided on
the truth and bowed down to it. The two are both necessary to achieve ni'n
and the two were part of Avraham Avinu’s quest for nin'n.

Ultimate nin'n is the ability to make significant choices and carry them
out.

The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva says:
N ND70 N P19 NAIYN NID7N D AN

ONILIT NIYAA 2UTX NIFAY1 D210 )T? InXY NI0AY% AxXY OX NN DTN D% nivA
N'N DTN [N NNINA QMDY KIN, T2 NIYAD YWY DAY ayY )0T7 Inxy niva? axa
17 DNIT Y ' |'RED7IV2 TN DD DTR 7 0T ' D N7 ,p1 210 nyT? 1mn TRRD
YON XIAW an 72 AYIvI Y1 2100 VTN INAYNAQL INYTY INXYN XN XD'WY VN N1

ATV N7 (9 RIN DY (IP1 VN IX 210N NIYY7 1T 20V'Y M 'R
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The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva is telling us that ultimate freedom as
expressed in ultimate choice is in creating yourself.

NaIv ynNan?- 1777
D'n*a ~'72 N7 2ivY

The Gemara tells us that if Yisrael does not do Teshuva then:
N 19 NYN NdoN (X17') 7wt Tm7n

NAIYA 10 7 "Y' MMXIY D71IVY7 |'782] 'K DAIYN ['YIY 7RI 'R OX NIR ATV 20
D71V7 ['7X2] [I'X MWD WY' K71 7' 1Ty' DX D1 YYIN' 20 17 X [IYYIN DN
[D1 NAYDN 'YIY [D T NN AYR )'Mm ™Y Tmyn XD )N wUITpa X717 X
["7R2)

That happened to Yisrael not so long ago, yet it did not help? Hitler w'n* was
definitely the worst that could happen, yet we did not do ultimate Teshuva why
was that?

It would seem to be because in our minds we had something we could go back
to. Yisrael was not yet ready to move on, we wanted to rebuild. Rebuild the

Yeshivas, the Kehillas in Chutz L’Aretz, rebuild the way of life. Not move
forward but rebuild back.

In order to achieve nin'n on the level of Avraham Avinu you need to be
completely free from any notion of what I would «have to go back to”. Complete
niN'n means [ am not held back to prior conceptions, as does complete Teshuva.

279 Navn nNYn 0 anm
IXON XUINN AITY'Y XIN NAIYNN X'N NNl...

N7'20N |'RY 1T YW1 72107 NnIT AT NN QITY'7 1272 ma X721 0N ATinnn D
Ywn 1'7w'Y TV 17 nvin

On Purim this was the choice that Esther made; a total loss of her past.
X TINY 10 9T N7'an NdoN 221 TN

AN TAIK )0 XAX N'AN '"MTAKY DYD - 'MTAX 'NTAX TWUXOI

In her going forward her past was completely lost. Ultimate nin'n is that which
allowed her to become Esther and create Purim. . This period of time brings us

from the accomplishments of Purim to the Geula of Pesach.

It is telling that in Israel, since the war broke out on Shmini Atzeres the new
word in the lexicon often used is N'¥901I7 conception. It was the prior
conception that was completely wrong, it was the conception that held us back.
Everyone in Israel senses that there needs to be a new way forward. No
reconstruction of previous paradigms (just this time better) - rather new
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paradigms must be constructed (even a quest for new leadership) . Every part of
society here feels that way.

See this article in the Atlantic speaking about the changes in US Jewish life.

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2024/04/us-anti-semitism-jewish-
american-safety/677469/

This Pesach we can achieve nin'n by getting away from the n'x90117~ our
previous conceptions in our own lives and moving forward. Ultimate freedom
means our ability to think anew, to get away from the things that hold us back,
our preconceived notions. Our take on “the way things are” . This war has given
us all that chance to “wake up” and achieve nin'n.

We should be Zoche to complete freedom this Pesach. A freedom of the
hostages held in captivity and a more importantly as a nation, freedom of our
minds that holds us back from doing ultimate Teshuva.
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Essay #21

Getting Old

May 1, 2024
T’OWN [0 17D

I want to apologize for how long this one is. The ideas have been perculating over
Pesach and it took allot to express them.

[ hope you all had a wonderful and meaningful Pesach. I spent Pesach with my
children in the Golan on Moshav Nov. Though it was calm, pastoral and a great
place to relax (as many of you know from when you were in Yeshiva and we
spent a Shabbos in Nov) , you still are aware that there is a war going on. Erev
Pesach just hours before the Seder, Hizbullah launched a major missile attack
on the Galil which we could hear, and then the Israeli response , we heard the
fighter jets bombing . It’s a funny thing when even children can recognize those
noises for what they are ! B”H no sirens over Chag.

30 members of the Moshav, including my son are in Miluim as the Kitat
Konenut, meaning they are in charge of securing the Moshav and are fully
armed and in uniform at all times and rotate shifts on security of the Moshav.
Every settlement in the Golan is like that, as [ saw when I visited Sam Sadoff in
Chispin, where [ had to drive past the soldiers behind the sandbags protecting
the entrance of the Yishuv, (and where [ was able to walk through the skeleton
of his home that he is building in the Yishuv. More of you should be Zoche to
build homes in Eretz Yisrael!)

It has been well stated that 7xa*7 'T'ny |02 17821 |02, this year, Nissan 5784,

has been extremely conspicuous and important to anyone that has paid
attention to the happenings and the effects on Yisrael as a nation. This year the

Hagada came alive in a brand new way like never before.
The Hagada says: wTin wxn 715!

The Hagada brings a XX nin that [ would have thought the Mitzva of Sippur
Yetzias Mitzrayim begins on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

MIYN 'UTIN? D37 NIN [TURT NN UTINN

The immense importance of the idea of wTIn and newness permeate Nissan and
Pesach. It is not only the D37 nth wTINN but also the fact that we bring the |2y
iy and wTn , the new grain becomes permissible to eat on Pesach. It is easy
to understand how newness is connected to nin'n . Seeing things new, being
able to act in new ways, is an obvious step to getting out of that which holds us
back. (see essay #20) but it is much more than that.
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This is not a small cute issue, because the Torah states the destruction of yx
78w is from |w'. As we read on Tisha B'Av

nJ:’T 0DNAT

VI DN'WYL 75 NN 709 DN'YYI DRNYAI YIXD DMWY D) ) 002 TN
[owN7 AR W2

Y0

" DMIYI” 10D NIY DAY D'WNNI NIRAD NiNY §i0%7 Nann 172'¢ DY TNN. omwnl

N7V T2 ,"DRMIYINI"7 DY 'RY D'TENI,D'NNL NIRA N)iNY 9io7 07201 D70 RNl

'TY 1D 12720 QRN VN 7Y TR (0 TR NAY ANTT L HTARA TAX D DDA DN
[ Y R 175 Y Wil A A2 Dol

['0"2 ;N7 "TNO) nanT '397 DY 'MY mglgq'z NNY Y NYY NPT T -n'n"m i
:(n"o

The destruction of the Beis Hamikdash and the loss of Eretz Yisrael is in terms

of nmiwnl things getting old. If you are living in Eretz Yisrael the same way you
were 100 years ago or whenever, you lose it. [t must always be new.

This idea that Rashi brings from the Gemara that nniwni equals 852 and that
the Galus took place 850 oni7an? DY MY DTN .

N7V T2 ,"DRMIYINI"7 DY 'RY DTN ,D'NNL NIRN N)iNY 9io7 07201 D'T7N KNl
,ITANRA TAX '2 DDA D'

This means that if you get to the state where you are totally nniwni there
is no recovery! It is possible for us to get to a state of onmiwn that we are so
completely unaware of what is happening, and that our mind is defined by
everything that was, so we have lost any ability to think, any ability to be free
and any ability to start something afresh, so that there would be no way to get
us restarted again - therefore |ITaxn TaN! You are totally lost! It is an incredible
warning!

Chodesh Nissan 5784 has brought with it a new understanding of both the local
situation in Eretz Yisrael, and the overall situation within Klal Yisrael and our
history. The attack by Iran at the opening of Nissan against Israel, and the
of what we nr'pmiraculous protection that HKB”H provided was an amazing

nYIYND’ 271 nnn'm o'y 3 olospoke about previously in essay #18

An open miracle that needs to be appreciated. 100% success against over
350 missiles! Never happened in military history. I personally was shocked
to leave the bomb shelter and check the news and hear there was ZERO
damage. But that open miracle, and that attack also allowed everyone to

understand that we are not dealing with what initially people could pretend
was a local happening, with Israel having to deal with some gang of terrorists,

but rather what we are talking about is a global political restructuring, which
redefines all of the past seven months and focuses it on the moment far beyond
what we understood at the beginning of the war.
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Throughout these past months, and as discussed in these essays, we have
understood that this is where we were heading. But the events that have
happened during Chodesh Nissan have begun to show some incredible
changes. Together with the open intervention of the Yad Hashem!

We have now begun to understand and have our own recognition of T '722
1'N1'70"% N7y oy I this is an amazing change, so relevant and real. There
is almost not a single Ben Yisrael in the entire world, no matter how
disconnected, that doesn’t understand that actuality. I have been following the
news over the past weeks of what is going on in the US on college campuses. In
some ways | had thought the anti-Yisrael movement had died down, and you
would think after the Iranian attack there would be even more understanding
of the position of Yisrael - but the exact opposite has happened. The rhetoric is
now much more open “Jews go home” «Kill the Jews”, not just Israel which was
code for the Jews, but straight forward open antisemitism or even deeper, anti
Yisrael. Alan Dershowitz compared what is happening on college campuses to
that which took place in the universities in Hamburg and Berlin in 1933 which
led to the rise of Hitler w'n'. If HKB”H ever wanted to send a message there

was no more an appropriate time then Chodesh Nissan, n*T'ny |02 17821 |02
N .

Understand the implications of these rallies that have spread across the entire
US and even Europe. It is literally max Taix 'mIx. [tis 720 nxpy? v 4. It

was Lavan’s approach to put Yaakov on the defensive, that he was the one doing
wrong.

Rachel tells Yakov (Gemara Megilla 13b)
A" M7 KT RID ARAY KAX NIRRT DNX
And what does he do every time?:

NAYIARY MTAY 70702 K70 7 DY DIRTTRN 27778 IR DRT KIDTRINE 722 D
n'm

N30 197 "WYX NNY 1Mipna |2 AYYIN7 27 MK
Or

NINT'7 DX NARTIYK 751 IXRY R¥DI 12 0201 'NI2 NN APV IR MmN 27 v
HTPL YK QN7 IN DD RTNT DYYNRD MDY

The power of Lavan is to turn the tables. Make you look bad. In the US now
Israel is the evil and Hamas are the ones they are rooting for! It’s an insane
Lavan world!

One has to remember that the idea we speak about in the Hagada of T %52
11'MI757 11*7v 01AIY 1Tl is the trigger here in the Hagada for the Pasuk of mnx
'ANX TAIX which is said at the time of yaxn nwiny, it is what you declare when
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bringing Bikurim, and it becomes the trigger for the entire Avoda of Pesach
itself.

T:' D'NOS NMvn
:n'-zg nw19n H MY TY, AR TAIR 'AIXN WIITL NQY2 DoNd Nila '7'an7;
T:T N¥Nlynn ‘70 D7ann

AMIRNT 90NN 721 .NYN90D 72 MNA'Y TV (N 1D DT AKX TAXK MIXTN YUATY KINI
:NAYN N7 7 IT Y9 WA

That is the entire Hagada . that is the Mitzva

That means that the response that we have to the %32 1'n173% 11*2y o1y
AT WTwhich is tied into the nRx* 17*85 Mmxy nX NIXA? DTX 2N ITAIT ‘DA
n*x¥nn these two are very clearly set, they are juxtaposed.

When it says 2T 21T 7221 it is not just referring to a period of time, it is
referring to the concept of a 71T which is a new level of paradigm. Things that
cannot yet be said or understood in a previous 1IT, can now only be
understood in a new generation , it is much more than the passing of years.

This means there is a tremendous demand on a completely fresh way of
experiencing what it is that was experienced at Yitzias Mitzrayim.

Those events of Yetziyas Mitzrayim passed through stages. And those stages are
so central, that the Torah uses the very beginning of Yitzas Mitzrayim 0ona* |9
DN 12WI NNN7N NNIKNQ DYN to teach us this lesson:

-N MK D NN QNP ' D'RYYD YIX AT D'07-X DN) K71 DYD DX Y19 N7YR Y
.NNMIXN 12YI NN DRI DY DNY' |9 D'

T A ,7'7n 0'>121 N1IN

DNV X717W VIT'T.ANNNAN 7V DTANNNA N2 NI DNRAN 7R NNIVN (A ARYD D
NT NN’ NINK 11D” DAY ON7NYT K71 YIRD WI237 0710 I'n X7 12T n'myi
T DYN DX DAY 201 ,AiNMXN 1AYI AnN'7n DNIXNA DYDY ONY |9 D'A7X X D7
N'DIT 21I2AD N nynl D019 21X ,NNIAAN Y'ON NNIAN T 10 O 1ATAN
JDNMNNYY YN DTA AN TYX 'N1IV'D

It is indeed a fact that the transition from trouble to ease gives more pleasure
than continual case. It is also known that the Israelites would not have been able

to conquer the land and fight with its inhabitants, if they had not previously
undergone the trouble and hardship of the wilderness. Scripture says in reference
to this: “For God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see
war, and they return to Egypt. But God led the people about, through the way
of the wilderness of the Red Sea; and the children of Israel went up harnessed out
of the land of Egypt” (Exod. 13:17, 18). Ease destroys bravery, whilst trouble and
care for food create strength,; and this was [also for the Israelites] the good that
ultimately came out of their wanderings in the wilderness.
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The Rambam explains that you cannot ask why doesn’t HKBH just give us the
ability to face the Plishtim? You cannot ask that, because the nature of the
entire Torah is the developmental process of Yisrael at each stage pointing the
way to how you can achieve that .

Pesach itself we find expressed as a process throughout the Torah , the original
message to Moshe Rabainu when Hashem sends him is:

T2 NinY
107X IN7Y DK 7Y Q7 IORD DD MR NIDK WK DK NYNTIR DR 0K
"7YN

1197 MK, NN INY TIAVYA DAY DA WYUK iT N1¥2 DAY XK. DK WWUNR DX
NINX DD i7 MK LT NI¥2 DT 2NINK DY DNY7 191 IX NN L,0Y%iY 7¢ ian

What Avraham Avinu is told at the b'™ynan |'a N2 in answer to his question of
VIR Nnais:  n'2m nd>'wn nn'X which we spoke about in a previous essay, a
reference to all of the Galuyos to come. We are told there are stages to our
development but that ultimately Yisrael as a nation self-achieves what it must.

Whatever expectations we have of Geula we can expect tough times that will
test us and challenge us. Pesach is used as a template by Chazal in the way we

experience Geula. 7827 D*T'NY 012 7X21 |01 which is part of taking Mitzrayim
as the nn'X as the first step in a process that leads to the n7911 n71Ta n>'wn that
is the 11'n170%7 11*2y oMY T T 722w NTRYW KL, and it is the closing of
Magid in the Hagada

" 12- 2NN YN 1277)KY DT D717 Y'ANELDINYNN QXTI 7K 10783 WK
D'NNY ,Di7¢"%7 NNXIPYT D'X2D DINK 0727171 DFTYINY YA fiax AR YR

V7 7Y DT V'YK D'NODN 01 D'NATA [ DY 7KL ANTIAYA D'UYI 1Y |22
1191 THTO 7u1 INYTRA W TN 1Y 37 ATy, [i¥)7 A2t

Pesach cannot just be tradition. It cannot just be nostalgia. Avraham
Avinu’s biggest worry, and the reason he asked the question of yTx nna
was exactly for that reason, that is what he is worried about. The
conversation leading into the question Avraham Avinu asks HKB”H:

21”70 'YK
ATYMIX PYAT RN M PYUnTI21 MY 770 DIXETTIRRTIN DINL TR DIAX NI
YN
:0MINXY? 20 MIRN Agwnt a%iT |i7vi W) T Tnynal. punT
npwni 21T is just to repeat it over . That is without any wiTn just

tradition being passed on. That Avraham Avinu understood could happen,
that is what he was afraid of happening. How could they be wI' was the
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question, how would Yisrael move forward anew and achieve nin'n real
freedom, which nostalgia holds us back from.

N'2" NINY
7 AINH AN A7 VAW KD WD YINTIR DI XTI Al
N
: NIAX NYI'D 7'V "N 7K1,0i 12 37 NI 178D 7'2'W2 KDL )7 nan
The night of the seder:
‘1 'T NXNIYNN N0 NN nwn

D'I¥N TIAYYN DAY XX iNYY2 XD 17X inXY DX NiIKID7 DX 20 06T 702
MM X1N N2 WiTEn DI 0T 12T 751 /i1 “0en RYIN 0IRF (10 1 0N2T) 1KY
T2 DT DRY! T N0 ANYYA DX A7RI MNI7 D' T 2 2T

XX' NNy means like you left NOW. It is clear it doesn’t mean see yourself a long
time ago as going out of Mitzrayim. That is not the point of the Seder. Rather
translate the original Yetziya into now. You can only go beyond, not just
reviewing. Anything less than that would be a violation of the answer to
Avraham Avinu of yTn vIT', which means you are back asking the question
NMIWI'X D VTR Nn2, how do I know that it will become an internal possession
and world view of those who are wI' me. It has to become an internal
possession not just the keeping of traditions. The n1'27 of b*™¥xn NX'¥! is not
commemorative it is immediate!

The Seder is built in a way to make this point clear. We begin with the nn
nInwa , a child like vision of reality. What I see, not what I think about it. Then
go to DT 11710 17'9X it needs to be an incorporated reality.

“IDT N'WRY )7 N7 NKAY NNIN NIRY M RN [T 'R ORI YA ol

Then you have the nwyn of R Eliezer ben Azarya
NIY D'VAY 2D IR NN
NI NN 72w TINn

MIIT DA 'NA WA 172V XK NNTY 2 TV7 20 DR DK
He is the only one who is both young and old!

Eric Hoffer once beautifully said: In times of change, learners inherit the
earth, while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a
world that no longer exists.”

We are presently experiencing these changes, we need to be “learners”, but

all the while there is also a growing desperation to inertia. To things not to
change. To staying comfortable where we are - both physically and beyond. We
need to think about what the implications of that are.
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Nissan 5784 is an amazing time. It is a time to actualize and internalize the
NT'NYN N7IXA to be ready to move beyond inertia, to be free! HKB”H showed us
his love with the amazing miracle, and he is showing us what we are capable of
if we are ready to go through crises.

Any day now Israel has to decide if it will finish the job and go into Rafiach. I
personally know soldiers just waiting to go, who have been in Aza for three
weeks including Leil HaSeder. Ready to do the job that Yisrael needs to do. All

this going on while the hate and distrust of the entire world is breathing down
our backs, ready to stop us. Calling us evil. Calling us genocidal. It is time for all

of us to wake up, I would like to say it is time for all of us to come home,
HKB”H is calling. Let us not be the ones who at Yetziyas Mitzrayim were so
attached to their comfort and inertia that Chas VeShalom:

'DMXN YINA 7XIYITL 47D Dennl

INY! YN TR D'YNN
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Essay #23

Independence

May 13, 2024
T'OUN AN N

The 76th Yom HaAtzmaut is a good time to contemplate and review the
situation of the State of Israel and how it touches us. Here in Israel, beginning
with Holocaust remembrance day, (Yom HaShoah), begins a series of what are
called the n'nix? o'm', National Days, with this year every one of them being
tied to the present war and the present situation.

This past week on Yom Hashoah, it was not unexpected how the rise of
antisemitism in the world, the attack by Hamas, and that there were holocaust
survivors who were attacked, both them and their families by Hamas on Shmini
Atzeres, were all part of the main story of the day.

Yom HaZikaron , remembrance day for fallen soldiers and victims of terrorism
has a more powerful message this year with unfortunately over 2000 new
names added to this year’s lists of the fallen and terror victims.

Yom HaAtzmaut will not be celebrated with its usual vigor. In Israel there is a
saying that the War of Independence is fought here every day, it is truer now
more than ever. The fight is the same as it was in 1948, do we, the Jews, have a
right to be here - while we proclaim loudly and passionately that the land is
ours.

In the orthodox community Yom HaAtzmaut is a demarcation line where
underlying feelings about the rise of the secular state of Israel are expressed.

One group saying Hallel - even with a Bracha, and the other ignoring it,
sometimes proactively so. I grew up in an elementary school where I thought
Yom HaAtzmaut was a regular Moed, part of the calendar. Then I went to
Yeshiva where [ was taught it was one of “the darkest days” in Jewish history.
Then I grew up and have lived in our miraculous state for over 40 years and

have come to my own conclusions which I shared with Talmidim in Yeshiva
over the years, both in shiurim and in discussions. [ want to share some

thoughts this particular year with our particular situation.

It is ironic and sad, that Israel Independence Day is being celebrated during a
week when we have learned just how dependent we are on the United States.
When [ spoke several times in the US this past November, I turned to my
audiences and told them then, that “their government”, the government of the
United States, would not let Israel win this war, and unfortunately so it has
come to pass.
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During World War Two a coalition was created amongst divergent countries,
including the US, France and Russia to defeat an evil called Nazi Germany. Now
in 2024, Israel is fighting alone for the entire free world and being prevented by
them from winning, based on basically what boils down to a blood libel (that
we are Kkilling innocent civilians) against the State of Israel, the army and the
Jewish people. One of the interesting developments over the past 76 years is
that when Israel originally gained its independence, it was an amazing miracle
that the fledgling state should survive the invasion that we refer to as the War
of Independence, and marked the beginning of the Kibbutz Galuyot (ingathering
of the diaspora) and the return of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel .

The day of Yom HaAtzmaut itself that is commemorated, the 5th of Iyar, (which
is pushed off this year as it is in most years due to Shabbat concerns) would
seem to be a day where very little of significance that happened on that very
day. There was a declaration made (in secret) of an independent Jewish

State (against the request of the United States government) and the forming of
a provisional government. This entity, and the Jews living in Eretz Yisrael, came
under immediate attack from five foreign armies with the Jews having very
poor odds of victory or survival. That ultimate victory and ceasefire, was the
first of many miracles we have experienced since that time, but that ceasefire
took many months to achieve (July 20, 1949 - 23 Tamuz) and maybe armistice
day should be viewed as THE DAY of Yom HaAtzmaut as we actually gained
our independence as a State at that time.

In truth though, there was one major change that happened that day, on the 5th
of Iyar. We declared the State of Israel, and not the State of Judea. That day we

began to take on the identity of Yisrael for the first time in centuries and slowly
began shedding the idea of being just “Jews”. There is a major difference in that
name.

The Gemara in Megilla tells us that *Tin', Jew comes from the rejecting of Avoda
Zara:

N:' n7an

T ATIAY2 192Y DY 7Y 27U HA Ay MR IRAKL IR 0220 D7IV7 X NIt

SR PRTIRY 212 TR AMOTI L, CTIR K71 DT ATiaya 19idn 7Y

Rabbi Yohanan said a different explanation of the verse: Actually, Mordecai came
from the tribe of Benjamin. Why, then, was he referred to as Yehudi ? On
account of the fact that he repudiated idol worship, for anyone who
repudiates idolatry is called Yehudi.

What the Jewish people existed for, and provided to the world throughout the
2000 years of Galus, is the development from a primitive world that worshiped
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Avoda Zara, to one that advanced towards being a developing world. (see essay
#20). But we existed as an entity for what we rejected.

The name Yisrael, is from the meaning of the ability to fight :
27211 D'YIXTOYI D'N7XTOY NNYTD IRAWIOXR D QN TIV IR 2RVt N7 KRG

Said he, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven
with beings divine and human, and have prevailed.”

7
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Ay X7/THY NAME SHALL] NO MORE BE CALLED JACOB [BUT ISRAEL]J- It shall
no longer be said that the blessings came to you through supplanting and
subtlety but through noble conduct (7177¥) and in an open manner. Because later
on the Holy One, blessed be He, will reveal Himself to you at Bethel and will
change your name. There He will bless you, and I shall be there and admit your
right to them (the blessings). It is to this that the passage refers (Hosea 12:5), “And
he strove with an angel and prevailed; he wept and made supplication unto
him~ - it means the angel wept and made supplication unto him (Jacob). declared
him blessed there”, that he begged him to wait and he did not agree to do so (cp.
Genesis Rabbah 78:2).

The Rambam in explaining the concept of how and when the Kedusha of Eretz
Yisrael is applied states:
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Why do I say that the original consecration sanctified the Temple and Jerusalem
for eternity, while in regard to the consecration of the remainder of Eretz Yisrael,

in the context of the Sabbatical year, tithes, and other similar [fagricultural] laws,
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[the original consecration] did not sanctify it for eternity ?

Because the sanctity of the Temple and Jerusalem stems from the Shechinah, and
the Shechinah can never be nullified. Therefore, [Leviticus 26:31] states: "I will lay
waste to your Sanctuaries.” The Sages declared: “Even though they have been
devastated, their sanctity remains.”In contrast, the foriginal] obligation to keep

the laws of the Sabbatical year and tithes on the Land stemmed from the
fact that it was conquered by the [Jewish people, as a] community. Therefore,

when the land was taken from their hands /by the Babylonians,] their [original]
conquest was nullified. Thus, according to Torah law, the land was freed from the

obligations of the Sabbatical year and of tithes because it was no longer Eretz
Yisrael.

When Ezra returned fto Eretz Yisrael] and consecrated it, it was not
sanctified by means of conquest, but rather through Chazzakah. Therefore,
every place which was repossessed by the [exiles returning from] Babylon and
consecrated when Ezra consecrated [the land] the second time, is sacred today.

If you were to describe the last 85 years of Jewish history to a Jew from 150
years ago or earlier, as a predication of the future, he would never believe it!
Lets start with the Holocaust, biblicaly destructive in its nature. But then a
small group of non-religious Jews take a hold on the land of Eretz Yisrael, get
the Umos HaOlam (the nations of the world through the UN) to declare the
Jewish right to the land. Fight a war against five countries armies of millions of
people and settle a small sliver of the land - without Yerushalayim. We have an
amazing Kibbutz Galuyuos, (ingathering of the exiles) from all over the world
including communities that were built for over 2000 or even 3000 years (Iraq,
Iran, Yemen). That lasts 19 years as a recognized country through Chazzakah.
(Both in the time of Ezra and in 1948 we were given permission to return to
Eretz Yisrael by the foreign powers.) In 1967 we have another miraculous war to
conquer the rest of Eretz Yisrael including Yerushalayim , and that is not
recognized as ours by the world (or even by Israeli law) because it was
conquered! We then have the land flourish, and grow. We grow into a
powerful military, and advanced economy. (Oh yes and you would tell this
person that millions of Bnei Yisrael would not come to Eretz Yisrael, but rather
of their own choice would elect to stay in foreign lands!) And we reach a point
that Torah, and the center of Torah learning is once again in Eretz Yisrael after
thousands of years!

Imagine telling this story! It’s a fairy tale that we are privileged to live in.
That I can look out the window of the DEC Beis Medrash and see the Neviim’s
prophecies coming true every day!

This Shabbos the newspaper had an interview with Professor Yisrael Auman,
the Nobel prize winner, now 94 years old who lives in Rechavia. He was
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speaking about how in spite of the troubles the country is facing at present,
how there is still so much to celebrate this Yom HaAtzmaut, and he told over
the famous story about how after his son was Kkilled in the first Lebanon war,
Rav Yisrael Gutsman ZT”L came over to be Menachem Avel. Rav Gustman had a
son killed in front of him by the Nazi’s during the Holocaust. He says to Dr.
Auman, “our son’s are now together in Shmayim but think how amazing it is .
My son was killed without the ability to fight back , your son was going and
fighting Klal Yisrael’s enemies!”

Yisrael’s lot is to fight. The amazing thing is that we no longer are fighting just
for ourselves, but are literally fighting for the entire western world. We are
fighting for everyone’s freedom , for the entire world that believes in good and
evil. Our boys, our young men are fighting and dying not only for our right to
live in Eretz Yisrael, but for the ability of the entire world to survive. That is
another level of Yisrael. It is where we grow into our:

D19 "I"?Zl! nnwn OXx '3 ' NApva 2]'7 X2 nin;r_\gj Tiy X! X7

DY our nobility.

We are living in amazing times. In an amazing story which will BE”H have an
amazing outcome.

11’2 NNNN2a

PS Seven months ago I never heard of Douglas Murray, he has become a vocal
advocate for Israel and all that is good in the world. He was recently awarded a
prize and his acceptance speech is tremendous. I recommend giving it a listen:
https://youtu.be/vgHFi wz7rk?si= Bpxe46KvdRasCYb
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Essay #24
Shavuous

June 9, 2024
T7OWUMN [I'0 ‘A

[ did not expect to begin this email with this but I think the joy of all of Klal
Yisrael of the hostages amazing rescue gives us so much reason to be MeHallel
and Modeh to HKB”H. It is once again an example that we have spoken about so

much, of the miraculous protection that HKB”H provided was an amazing oI'y?
of what we spoke about previously in email #18 "n'21 nnn'n n1'7 |oin o10
nyivnn. With the additional thought here of having all of Klal Yisrael’s
Tefillos answered. Every single day three times a day every single Minyan
everywhere in the world davens:

TIAYWN ... OX'XI'I DA™Y DN DZAN ...DN'AWAL DIXA DI 7R N 7D 1'NX
NNy

It is not common to see your Teffila answered so it is a MUST to recognize
it when it is.

[ began writing this while on my first trip to the US in several months. [ had
the privilege of attending Raviv Horesh’s amazing wedding with a couple of
DECers. The trip was interesting for a number of reasons, and [ want to share
with you two conversations [ had during my travels.

[ had a very interesting meeting with a non-jew who has an interest in
supporting Torah learning and getting a piece of the Yissachar/ Zvulun deal. He
is honestly curious, and I saw that long and sometimes complicated
explanations did not faze him, so we had an in depth discussion about the
importance of Torah learning. As is the case when you must explain something
from scratch, you hit on a number of points that you may not often think or talk
about.

It began with an explanation of what is generally learned in Yeshivas, Gemara,
and the methodology of it. What Gemara is, Torah Shebaal Peh, and how it is
studied. I explained to him that we do not learn Gemara for the conclusions in
general, (though we also talked about Halacha and the Shulchan Orech) and the
idea of learning Lishmabh, just for the fun of it, and that the involvement in
learning is the point, not only or even necessarily knowing the information. He

was stunned to know the size of Shas and that there are many individuals who
know the entirety basically by heart. He was fascinated by the concept that

Torah learning is not about the things you learn but that it itself develops the
individual into what we call a Gadol, a greater human being.
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[ pointed out to him that every Orthodox parent who gives birth to a boy,
dreams and hopes that their son will be a great Torah scholar (later in life it
becomes a question of what one is willing to sacrifice for that to come true) but
it is every parent’s wish - he found that mind blowing - and when you stop to
think about it, it truly is.

This past weeks Parsha
'DNX DN'YYLNNYRA DIXA NN YA 'NNA~0N

"N DNX DN'YYLNNYA "NiYN DX IR XKNYD NilyAn o 07 2id'. 1370 '"Npna ox
:(N190) MM D'MY 1'AAY? D7A 'MPN2 DX 0PN 1IX NN KD MK NIXAD Dy

One might think that this denotes the fulfilment of the commandments; but when
Scripture states “and ye shall keep My commandments and do them?”, it is plain
that in this passage there is mentioned the “fulfilment of the commands”. How
then must I explain 1>7n '1n7n2 ox? As an admonition that you should study the
Torah laboriously

The entire Bris (covenant) is based on , not only keeping Mitzvos, not just
knowing Torah, rather Ameilus B’Torah, striving, working, toiling to know
Torah. A commitment to being involved, to be Amail - to toil. It is that toiling in
Torah, that interest in being involved in Torah, that is demanded from us. It is
the only way we can share - Bris -~ with HKB”H, as it is the only way we can
show that we care about what He cares about. Being curious, wanting to know,
and it is through that sharing that we grow into a greater form of Adam.

DN NYAY RNY' 70K WK1 70RDTIR K207 70K NindD DT NIRD DRT

D7iv2 N7TA T2l NIXMA ,07iVN 22V YR m 7YX N9 7waY MmN X¥An X7Y RN
70X NN 2 DTR NIRD NRT NXIY DY iNXY N'AY ' K7X DT

Are you willing to kill yourself to know? Are you willing to give it your all?
Then we have a Bris, a sharing of reality, a caring about the creation together.

N7V K12, RD'IIND 720OK KIN 72 KY TR
G-d looked into the Torah and created the world.

Another fascinating conversation I had was at a Shabbos meal by a very
wealthy and connected family. Their son is now a Sr. at NYU. He attended a

Modern Orthodox Religious Zionist school K-12 then went on to a high-end
Religious Zionist Yeshiva. Now he is four years removed, a young man, very
bright, his entire life ahead of him. I asked him, as I often ask, is he thinking at
all about moving to Israel? He said “when he was in Yeshiva and immediately
after, he was more idealistic but now no”. I asked “do you see yourself raising
your children in the US?” he replied , yes of course, I like America. My daughter
who was with me, trying to see how strong a position he had, asked him and if
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you met a girl and she wanted to live in Israel would you break up?” he said yes
he would.

[ know [ shouldn’t be surprised, but after 14 years of (expensive) Religious
Zionist education to have no interest at all in living in Israel is surprising, if not
offensive.

Parshas Bechukosai is usually paired with Behar (this year is an exception) and
follows the same pattern as Behar both discussing patterns of 6 plus one and
patterns of 7. (Just like Shavuot). How the world revolves around sevens and
Shemitta. So that even in Bechukosai we learn

NYNI YIXD NAYA TX DI'A'N YIXD DAXI DAY M’ 75 D'NNAY NN YIRD YN T
'MNAYTIN

10y DXNAY2 DY'DNIYD NNIY™N7 WK NN NAWR AnYn 017

Then shall the land make up for its sabbath years throughout the time that it is
desolate and you are in thes land of your enemies, then shall the land rest and

make up for its sabbath years

That the ultimate result of the Klalaot will be to return the land its years of
“rest” that it lost out by our not observing Shmitta.

720" YNV NiIY D'WAY 1222 1) [0 722 N172 7¢ NIY D'VQY. NNAY K7 YUK NX
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YUnni 0'¢NN N¥IN Nilg R7X1 ;WY DWAIR 0D LNPTY D73 TV DY WY 1YY Tiv
1KY N DAY DNYY iYW NiY 721 ,MY wl'wl n'wl'w N2IYD NYY NN 10
vnwb VNI RY ; n'Trx'? |T2101, n'7'n"7 NYY NNKXI DAY [inX 7¢I ,7‘7n NTaINa
MYY V2N NKGY MYY WY ONI ,002Y NITAIY FORY NJY WY 0'Yi7¢ NiKg
Unn N1y Wyl 0'Yi7y7 VANl 0'WY NIY Nikn VAIXT7 0 NI DY "Ny
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Rashi explains how the 70 years of Galus work out to the Shemitta and Yovel
skipped during the time of Bayis Rishon

["an"
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Now here [in the Torath Kohanim mentioned above, the Rabbis] have roused our
attention to one of the great secrets of the Torah. Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra has
already given us a hint of it when he wrote: “The meaning of a Sabbath unto the
Eternal is like that of the Sabbath-day. The secret of the years of the world is
alluded to in this place.” [Thus far is Ibn Ezra’s comment.]

Bend now your ear to understand that which I am permitted to inform you about
it in the words that I will cause you to hear, and if you will be worthy, you will

contemplate them [and understand them]. I have already written in Seder
Bereshith that the six days of creation represent [all] the days of the world, and
the seventh day is a Sabbath unto the Eternal thy G-d, for on it will be the
Sabbath to the Great Name, just as we have been taught [in a Mishnah]: “On the
seventh day what psalm did the Levites sing [in the Sanctuary? They sang] A
Psalm, a Song. For the Sabbath-day - [a song] for the World to Come, which will
be wholly a Sabbath, and rest for life everlasting.” Thus the [seven] days [of the
week] allude to that which He created in the process of creation, and the [seven]
years [of the Sabbatical cycle] refer to that which will occur during the creation of
all “the days” of the world. It is for this reason that Scripture was more stringent
regarding [the transgression of the laws of] the Sabbatical year than with respect
to those guilty of transgressing all other negative commandments, and made it
punishable with exile, just as He was stringent with respect to forbidden sexual
relations [for which the punishment of the people, as opposed to that of the
individual, is also exile]; as it is said, Then shall the Land be paid her Sabbaths,
and He repeated this matter many times: As long as it lieth desolate it shall have
rest, and it is further said, And the Land shall lie forsaken without them, and shall
be paid her Sabbaths. “And so we have been taught [in a Mishnah]: “Exile comes
for the delaying of justice, and for the perversion of justice, and for fthe neglect
of] the year of rest for the Land.” [This stringency of punishment is] because
whoever denies it [i.e., the law of the Sabbatical year], does not acknowledge the
work of creation and [life in] the World to Come.

Shmitta the Ramban explains is also a commitment to the Briah, to a belief that
the world is heading in a direction towards completion. Shmitta is another leg
of the Bris, covenant, the relationship with HKB”H

What I rediscovered on this trip is how amazingly comfortable living in the US
is for religious Jews. It is not like I never knew that, but it struck me, and
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contrasted greatly to the times and the people I live with at present in Eretz
Yisrael. We are all grateful to how amazingly welcoming and comfortable the

United States has been for us and how well the Observant community has done
both spiritually and financially. The question is are we forgetting what the

purpose of doing so well is for? If we lose our underlying commitment to
sharing with HKB”H , to the development of the Briah, to the type of personal
growth that really brings us closer to HKB”H in meaningful ways then what are
we doing?

There are no subjects I feel more strongly about than involvement in serious
Torah learning and living in Eretz Yisrael, so excuse me if I am coming off to
strong. (Maybe it’s an age thing).

In a year and a time period where we in Eretz Yisrael are having to reevaluate
our entire societal structure. A year where we are seeing immense Mesiras

Nefesh and dedication to the Am and to the land. (With a special dedication to
2”7 "t 1NN who gave his life during the hostage rescue.)

Shavuous is a time not only of celebrating Kabalat HaTorah, but on looking
inside and reevaluating our personal connection to the Bris of Sinai, the Bris of
Ameilus BaTorah and the Bris of Eretz Yisrael.

Chag Sameach
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Essay #25
Shiva Asar B'Tamuz

July 11, 2024

T'OUN 7NN 'N

With Shiva Asar B'Tamuz approaching, I wished to share some thoughts that
may help us all focus and utilize the Taanis in a better manner.
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There are days when the entire Jewish people fast because of the calamities that
occurred to them then, to arouse f[their] hearts and initiate fthem in] the paths of

repentance. This will serve as a reminder of our wicked conduct and that of
our ancestors, which resembles our present conduct and therefore brought
these calamities upon them and upon us. By reminding ourselves of these
matters, we will repent and improve four conduct], as [Leviticus 26:40] states:
“And they will confess their sin and the sin of their ancestors."

The Rambam explains that the point of a Taanis, a public fast day, is not only to
look into our own personal need for Teshuva and awareness, rather,
importantly, we have to look into the conduct of our ancestors. You would
think we have enough of our own issues that it’s a bit of a Chutzpah for us to
start blaming and looking into our ancestors issues, but if you pay attention to
the Rambam, he is saying that is the point of the Taanis, to realize the same
mistakes they were making are the ones that we are making now. The

Taanis is to deal with the mistaken paradigm that we have inherited from
our ancestors and continue to build on.

This will serve as a reminder of our wicked conduct and that of our
ancestors, which resembles our present conduct and therefore brought
these calamities upon them and upon us.

That is what the Pasuk says is necessary Dniax |iy nxi D1y NX IMNnl “And
they will confess their sin and the sin of their ancestors”

The Taanis is to make sure we are aware that we are dealing with the same
issues! That is a hard idea to grasp because we generally focus on the local

problems in Klal Yisrael, but the point of a Taanis says the Rambam, is to make
you aware that the local issues are only an outgrowth of the underlying issues,
which have been around for a long time and have not yet been dealt with.
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The Taaniyos (fast days) are Moadim, meaning they are significant junctures in
time, not random commemorative days. This is shown in the Mishna in Taanis:

X Ty 12 9T NYN Ndon 221 TINn
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Five calamitous matters occurred to our forefathers on the seventeenth of
Tammuz, (and five other disasters happened on the Ninth of Av). On the

seventeenth of Tammuz the tablets were broken by Moses ; the daily offering was
nullified the city walls of Jerusalem were breached; the general Apostemos
publicly burned a Torah scroll an idol was placed in the Sanctuary.

It is not a coincidence that these events all occurred on the same day. The
origins of Shiva Asar B'Tamuz are built into the creation, it has to be the day
that Moshe Rabianu breaks the Luchos, and so follow the other 4 events.

The common denominator of the five events of Shiva Asar B’'Tamuz is the
destruction of givens. That which we literally considered to be written in
stone are broken. This has been a year that Yisrael has learned, or has been
meant to learn, that nothing, not even that which is written in stone can be
relied on. We literally had our own 'vn nyjaini the walls were breached - very
unexpectedly.

(Consider the similarity in the metaphor. The Roman army is encamped outside
of Yerushalayim for months , since Asara B’Tevet, and yet the breach is
unexpected. In our days, today, we sat watching a terrorist army prepare to

attack us for months and yet we were caught completely by surprise when they
did!)

We have discussed throughout the year how we have had to learn to open our
minds to possibilities, many of them terrifying. But it has been a year of a

breaking of givens. Most of the givens we tend to think of are external. The
security in Israel, the anti-semitism in the US and around the world etc. But
what we need to focus on, especially with a Taanis coming, is what is changing
internally. What givens has Yisrael understood need to be reconsidered.

In our weekly Hilchos Teshuva shiur we recently covered the Rambam in Perek
9. He says the deepest Mussar I think a person can hear, it certainly affected us
when we read it:
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God gave us this Torah which is a tree of life. Whoever fulfills what is written

within it and comprehends it with complete and proper knowledge will merit the
life of the world to come. A person merits, according to the magnitude of his

deeds and the extent of his knowledge.

We are promised by the Torah that if we fulfill it with joy and good spirit and
meditate on its wisdom at all times, [God] will remove all the’ obstacles which

prevent us from fulfilling it, for example, sickness, war, famine, and the like.
Similarly, He will grant us all the good which will reinforce our performance of
the Torah, such as plenty, peace, an abundance of silver and gold in order that we
not be involved throughout all our days in matters required by the body, but
rather, will sit unburdened and [thus, have the opportunity to] study wisdom and
perform mitzvot in order that we will merit the life of the world to come.

This [principle is expressed] by the Torah. After [Deuteronomy 6:117-12] promises
us all the benefits of this world, it concludes [ibid.:25]: “And charity will remain
for us if we take care to perform [all these commandments].”

Similarly, the Torah has informed us that if we consciously abandon the Torah

and involve ourselves in the vanities of the time in a manner similar to that stated
/by Deuteronomy 32:15]: “Jeshurun became fat and rebelled,” then, the True Judge

will remove from all the benefits of this world which reinforce their rebellion
those who abandoned [the Torah].

He will bring upon them all the evils which prevent them from acquiring [a
portion in] the world to come so that they will be destroyed in their wickedness.
This was implied by the Torah's statement [Deuteronomy 28:47-48]: “Because you
did not serve God, [your Lord, with happiness,]... you will serve your enemies
whom God sends against you.”

Thus, these blessings and curses can be interpreted as follows: If you serve God
with happiness and observe His way, He will grant you these blessings and
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remove these curses from you in order that you may be free to gain wisdom
from the Torah and involve yourselves in it so that you will merit the life of
the world to come. “Good will be granted you” - in the world that is entirely
good; “and you will live long ~ - in the world which is endlessly long, [the
world to come].

Thus, you will merit two worlds, a good life in this world, which, in turn,
will bring you to the life of the world to come. For if a person will not acquire
wisdom in this world and he does not possess good deeds, with what will he merit
[a portion in the world to come]? [Thus, Ecclesiastes 9:10] states: “There is no
work, no accounting, no knowledge, and no wisdom in the grave.”

[Conversely,] if you have abandoned God and become obsessed with food,
drink, lewdness, and the like, He will bring all these curses upon you and

remove all blessing until you will conclude all your days in confusion and
fear. You will not have a free heart or a complete body to fulfill the mitzvot

in order that you forfeit the life of the world to come.

Thus, you will forfeit two worlds for when a person is occupied in this world with
sickness, war, and hunger, he cannot involve himself with either wisdom or
mitzvot which allow him to merit the life of the world to come.

There is nothing we take more for granted, nothing more engraved in stone for
us, than our comfortable lives. HKB”H has been amazingly kind to Yisrael over

the past 75 years, giving us freedom, wealth and access to Eretz Yisrael like no

other time in our history. Do we use it properly or do we take it for granted?

[ was conversing with someone after Shul recently, that here, right now, it is
incongruous that we can be living our regular lives in Yerushalayim and in
other parts of the country, while rockets are reigning down on the north,
destroying vast swaths of Eretz Yisrael, killing people and destroying property.
It reminded me of this Gemara about the Churban:

.1 ]'0a
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Rav Asi says: Three hundred thousand men with drawn swords entered the King s
Mountain and massacred its inhabitants for three days and three nights. And at
the same time on the other side of the mountain, weddings and other festivities
continued to be celebrated, and they did not know about each other, owing to the
enormous size of the place.

[ can testify to the fact that those of us living in Eretz Yisrael took our situation
prior to Shmini Atzeres totally for granted. We were sure there were no more

serious security threats. We were sure of our economic power and growth. We
began bickering about internal issues as far as we were concerned the “enemy”
no longer was there . “We” even won the last election after 5 tries! These past
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nine months, have torn all of that apart. 120,000 people are out of their homes
in the northern part of Israel. The north, usually beautiful and full of hikers this
time of year is abandoned, burned and mostly destroyed. Yesterday a couple,
Noah and Nir Barnes Z”L from Kibbutz Ortal had a direct hit from a Hizbullah
missile strike on their car that killed them and left three Yesomim!

People in Israel are buying generators and stocking up on bottled water for the
next stage of the war. All of us need to consider what a war in Lebanon and

possibly involving Iran can look like. And everyone learned this year that events
in Israel have ramifications to Jews all over the globe.

Shiva Asar B’Tamuz comes, and came before Tisha B’Av, and though we are
presently in a state of Churban, destruction, it is not absolute destruction - that
is Tisha B’Av , and we still have a chance for Teshuva.

There are no givens, they are earned. If we want a life that is deserved, we have
to create it. If we want a world that works, then we need to be aware enough to
know how to help make that happen. Is it not crazy that we have had nine
months of this terrible tragedy and we barely think about it anymore?!

Here are some thoughts to consider. The State of Israel, and the return of the
Jewish people to Eretz Yisrael is one of the greatest miracles of all time. Having
an army being Moser Nefesh to fight off Yisrael’s enemies is amazing, incredible
and prophetic in nature. Our connection to Eretz Yisrael is not going to be

understood or accepted by the Umos HaOlam until we clarify that importance
to ourselves. Our security is not to be taken for granted, it is a Bracha given to

us to be used to further pursue all the above.
You and all of Yisrael should have a meaningful Taanis.

PS I wanted to share two more things with you. Last night I went to a wedding
and saw a new minhag. Prior to the breaking of the glass, the Rav spoke for half
a minute about the war and then asked everyone to be qnnwn (to participate)
in the 7wy of the hostages and the soldiers and everyone let out at once a very
powerful scream of real pain. (Yes I was shocked) but it was quite moving and
genuine and something a person really needs to think about during the 2
minutes of Tehillim following davening.

There is a video going around of Rav Asher Weiss, Shlita who tells over a visit
he had to a wounded soldier. The young man is a Yeshiva student , a Talmid
Chacham and he lost both his legs and part of his right arm in Aza. When he
came in to see him the soldier had a number of questions to ask. Which hand to
put tefillin on now, how to hold the Arba Minim with a prosthetic, and lastly
when to make the Bracha Shehecheyanu; when they put on the prosthetic or
when he first uses it?

Rav Asher Weiss pointed out what a Tzadik this guy is. If he became an

114



Apikoros now, or not frum no one would blame him and instead look what is
occupying his mind! How is he going to perform these Mitzvos correctly.

D M XY UN
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Essay # 26
Tisha B’Av and Teshuva
August 4, 2024

T'OVYN TINN V"D

We are living in a very confusing time summed up nicely in this drawing. We
wait today for possible WWIII , an attack on Israel, a ending of the war, or a
Geula. We know things are not right, and we do not know what is supposed to
be done or what is supposed to happen. It just feels closer now then it ever has.
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Our Sages taught: “There will be no difference between the current age and the

Messianic era except the emancipation from our subjugation to the gentile
kingdoms.”

The simple interpretation of the prophets’ words appear to imply that the war of
Gog and Magog will take place at the beginning of the Messianic age. Before the
war of Gog and Magog, a prophet will arise to inspire Israel to be upright and
prepare their hearts, as Malachi 3:22 states: ‘Behold, I am sending you Elijah.”

He will not come to declare the pure, impure, or to declare the impure, pure. He
will not dispute the lineage of those presumed to be of proper pedigree, nor will
he validate the pedigree of those whose lineage is presumed blemished. Rather, he
will establish peace within the world as ibid. 3:24 continues: ‘He will turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children.”

There are some Sages who say that Elijah’s coming will precede the coming of the
Mashiach. All these and similar matters cannot be definitely known by man until
they occur for these matters are undefined in the prophets’ words and even the

wise men have no established tradition regarding these matters except their own
interpretation of the verses. Therefore, there is a controversy among them

regarding these matters.

The Rambam stresses that “nobody knows” the ideas are undefined. And so we
see always when referring to the yp that things are hidden.

on:NN N'YKX12
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And Jacob called his sons and said, “Come together that I may tell you what is to
befall you at the end of time.
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He wished to reveal to them the end of Israels exile but the Shechinah departed
from him and he began to speak of other things

Or by Daniel when he is told the future:
0’ INIT
Y2 DY"TY DTN D'MNNI D'ANOT' IXNIT 77 N
He said, “Go, Daniel, for these words are secret and sealed to the time of the end.
When the Rambam states that :
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He is basing it on the conclusion of the Gemara as well as the numerous
contradictions between Chazal.
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The Gemara in Sanhedrin:
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Rav says: All the ends of days that were calculated passed, and the matter
depends only upon repentance and good deeds. When the Jewish people repent,
they will be redeemed. And Shmuel says: It is sufficient for the mourner to endure
in his mourning to bring about the coming of the Messiah.

The Gemara continues :
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The Gemara notes: This dispute is parallel to a dispute between tanna’im: Rabbi
Eliezer says: If the Jewish people repent they are redeemed, and if not they are
not redeemed. Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: If they do not repent, will they not be
redeemed at all? Rather, the Holy One, Blessed be He, will establish a king for
them whose decrees are as harsh as those issued by Haman, and the Jewish
people will have no choice but to repent, and this will restore them to the right
path.

It is taught in another baraita that Rabbi Eliezer says: If the Jewish people repent
they are redeemed, as it is stated: “Return, wayward children, I will heal your
iniquities” (leremiah 3:22). Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But isnt it already stated:
“So says the Lord: You were sold for naught, and without money you shall be
redeemed” (Isaiah 52:3)? Rabbi Yehoshua explains: “You were sold for naught”
means you were sold for idol worship, which is a sin with no basis. “And without
money you shall be redeemed” means you will be redeemed not through
repentance and good deeds, but through the will of God.
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Rabbi Eliezer said to Rabbi Yehoshua: But isn*t it already stated: “Return to me
and I will return to you” (Malachi 3:7)? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But isnt it
already stated: “For I have taken you to Myself; and I will take you one from a city
and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion” (leremiah 3:14),
unconditionally ?

Rabbi Eliezer said to him: But isnt it already stated: “In ease [beshuva] and rest
shall you be saved” (Isaiah 30:15), indicating that redemption is dependent upon
repentance [teshuvaj? Rabbi Yehoshua said to Rabbi Eliezer: But isnt it already
stated: “So says the Lord, Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, to him who is despised
of man, to him who is abhorred of the nation, to a servant of rulers: Kings shall
see and arise, princes shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, Who is
faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, Who has chosen you” (Isaiah 49:7), indicating
that redemption will come independent of repentance ?

Rabbi Eliezer said to him: But isn it already stated: “If you will return, Israel,
says the Lord, return to Me” (Jeremiah 4:1), indicating that redemption is
contingent upon repentance ? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But isnt it already
stated: “And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the
river, when he lifted up his right hand and his left hand to heaven and swore by
the One Who lives forever that it shall be for a period, periods, and a half; when
the crushing of the power of the holy people shall have been completed, all these
things shall be finished” (Daniel 12:7), indicating that the time for redemption is
set and unrelated to repentance? And Rabbi Eliezer was silent, unable to refute
the proof from that verse

We are also all aware of the Chazal:
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And Rabbi Yohanan says: The son of David will come only in a generation that is
entirely innocent, in which case they will be deserving of redemption, or in a

generation that is entirely guilty, in which case there will be no alternative to
redemption.

So which one is it? Do we need to do Teshuva to bring Mashiach or is it going to
happen on its own?

The Rambam states in the seventh perek of Hilchos Teshuva:
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All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only be redeemed
through Teshuvah.The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will
repent at the end of her exile and, immediately, she will be redeemed as
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[Deuteronomy 30:1-3] states: "There shall come a time when [you will experience]
all these things... and you will return to God, your Lord.... God, your Lord, will
bring you back .”

Which one is it. Teshuva brings the end of Galus of Geula brings us to Teshuva?
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There is a fundamental difference between R Eliezer and R Yehoshua as to
when the Geula is to take place. In Tishrei or in Nissan. These opinions seem to

be consistent with their opinions as to how Geula will take place. R’ Yehoshua

holds that the Geula will take place in Nissan and just as in Nissan we were
able to be redeemed from Mitzrayim regardless of our participation so to the
future Geula will take place without a need for us to make it happen. R’ Eliezer

in contrast says the future Geula will take place in Tishrei and Tishrei is a time
of Teshuva and Din and those are required for Geula to happen.

The contrast in their opinions is stressed in the seeming contradiction of the
Pesukim regarding the creation of the world. R Eliezer is saying in Tishrei the

world was created as it says "9 yy trees full of fruit and it says yaxn |n n2y* NI

at that moment the Torah tells us Adam was required to respond and make the
rains happen. R’ Yehoshua speaks of a Nissan creation one of "9 nwiy yy that

that the world responds on its own |3 'n'i !

Both these levels are nested one in the other in the same way that ny*1 and
n1'n2 are. Our choices, our actions become part of a self organizing world that
expresses HKB”H’s will /Razton. We live in times where we witness this every
day. Our actions are small but they add up on a national level to the events that
clearly are bringing the yj and the Geula closer.

It is a confusing time, and an appropriate emotion for Tish B’Av

We should all be Zoche to what Chazal say on the Pasuk from Rus:
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If we deserve Geula and do what is necessary 2110 and if not wait for the
morning of HKB”H ‘s presence is near.

We should be Zoche to come out of the confusion for a Teshuva Shleima and a
Geula Shleima 1 nnnna
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Essay #27
Nechama and Awareness

August 28,2024

T’9YnN 2AX 0NN 17D

Israel, and all of us that live here are at a strange crossroads. The tension in the
country is palatable, and is even being compared to the waiting period prior to
the Six day war. There is a very theoretical chance that a deal will be made with
Hamas, which is only something the US could think is going to happen - Hamas
has not even sent representatives to the meetings! - so no high hopes are being
held out in Israel. Having buried six of the hostages this past week who were
murdered in cold blood (bullet holes were found in their heads) everyone,
especially the US administration needs to understand who we are dealing with.

A break down of the negotiations (which is just a matter of time) will lead to a
multi front war against Hizbullah and Iran, and I am fairly certain you do not
hear the news of what is going on in the Shomron, where the army is also
engaged in full scale operations against terrorists. Last week rockets were fired
directly on to homes in Katzrin, my daughter went as part of her position in the
army to guide reporters, she tells me it was an absolute miracle nobody was
killed, the homes were completely destroyed. Another miracle occurred this
past Sunday where Israel was able to destroy and intercept Hizballahs attack.
The divine intervention we are seeing continually.

[ actually spent last week in the Golan, at my sons house which is a 15 minute
drive south from Katzrin, I didn’t even hear the missiles, and as odd as it might
sound, life there was going on as usual. The Golan is usually filled with families
on Bein Hazmanim vacation. It was not full, but there were some. I took a hike
to the Mapal HaLavan and there were people there, but not overwhelming as it
usually is during summer.

With all this going on three Derech Etz Chaim Talmidim/Alumni picked up this
week and moved to Israel! Dr. Elan Norparvar, Gilad Silverman and Aaron
Roller. On our DEC EY Whatsapp chat there was great Simcha in having them
join the over 50 DECers, and all of us living in Eretz Yisrael . [ was at the

airport picking up an arrival and Olim from the US were coming off the plane
with great joy from the entire Tzibur waiting in the arrivals area!

[ also had two interesting conversations with DEC Alumns living in the US. One
mentioned to me that his brother in law made Aliyah this summer and he
already has a sister living here, and asked what right does he have to not have a
plan to get to Eretz Yisrael?! Another DECer asked me “how will we know when
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we are in n'wnn nm'?” (I think I misunderstood his question as I thought he
meant the period leading up to the n'wn coming well what I think he meant
was the actual time of the n'wn) in any case I want to share my answer with
you as it is Nogeah the weeks of xnnni that we are presently in.

There is a necessity on the part of every individual and ultimately for the
Yisrael to be aware of the times we are living in. As you pay attention to the
Haftarot of Nechama in the coming weeks you will see that the Nevuot have
literally come true. We are living in a time where Yerushalayim is one of the
most beautiful cities in the world, where a Kibbutz Galiyot has taken place,
where Eretz Yisrael is settled and blooming. We are also living in a time when
were are presently engaged in the longest war in Yisraels history. Where the
Goyim have the chutzpah to take us to world court. The events are historical
and Midrashic and one needs to be aware of the historic significance of these
times .

If I may offer an opinion, the biggest shortcoming in Klal Yisrael right now stem
from a lack of awareness and engagement in the historical present.

The Navi Zecharia
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It will seem impossible! The Navi Zechariah is telling us we need to be aware
and surprised and appreciative of what we are seeing today.

As we head into Elul , the last month of a long year, we look back at a very
difficult year for Klal Yisrael. We became n'myn 75n ntian , completely looked
down upon by the entire world. Hundreds of soldiers killed, thousands of
Yidden are refugees. Cities in Eretz Yisrael in the north completely destroyed. It
will take years if not decades to recover.

The times we are living in are not “normal times”.

Are we in n'wnn nin', [ would like to think so. We should be Zoche soon to see
the end of the story, to see the coming of Mashiach and 7xw' my |y DL
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Essay #29
Tehuva, Tefilla, Tzedakah

September 22, 2024

T'OWUN 717N 0!

The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva says:
T:A NAIYN N7
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He introduces a new idea called Darchei Teshuva, which is clearly different and
on a lower level then actual Teshuva. Previously in Halacha 2 the Rambam
explains:
Tiy 1nwy! N"w' in'n N INQAYNAN N0 IXYN KYIND ATY'Y KN .NYAD XK' NNd
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There he explains what Teshuva is and makes it clear that it is dealing with
undoing the past. Darchei Teshuva is a desire to move forward even if [ am not
yet ready to deal with the past. [ am not ready to be ary'.

From where does the Rambam know moving forward without dealing with the
past. That Darchei Teshuva without actual Teshuva is still valuable? From:

1:2 NAIYN NR7N
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That we find that njpyx1 nawn (which is one thing as he uses the adjective no'
in singular not nio* in plural) . The ixxnna 'n 1wWNT that we find during the
NIYN 'M' Ny is a time of utilizing the availability of HKB”H and His openness
to relationship to reach out through nawnn '>17 to show an interest and desire
to connect.

There is a famous NpI7nn between the Rambam and the Ramban regarding if
Tefilla is a KN'™IXT NI¥N

The Rambam counts Tefilla as a Mitzva D’Oraissa (#5) . The Ramban has

numerous questions on the Rambam from various Gemaras and concludes it
should not be counted in the 613 Mitzvos and then goes on to explain:
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NTIAYN 7700w i IX K'N XN2NOK D791 IT X7 T TIN7N N7 17271 M9021 IV TY NNl
T 7N DTV WO 'YX 10271 11'Y NN RNXD YA 1R 779Mvi I Tin'av
DNIYVINI DIAX MIXD XN 7V DOXINA ANN'M INAN D1 2IMDY 1Y) AT DNAITX
197 21VT7 M1AXD 7V XANW 2TX 7V al¥n XL DO'N7X ‘N 1197 DN NNXIXN]
0N NN X7 DMY YYD QMDY 1N N7V NN7W INAY VD KINEAYINNAL 79N
MYY YIRD 12X 17 X' D 2D 70N N [ [1I9TY Y D 12T A D av) ATDI
W'N [IVT AWK 7Ry 757 0TRN 797 N WX nann 75 079N 75 nnn 75 a1
07N NN 7K 1'9D w191 1127 'wa

That in a time of trouble of Tzaros there is a special Mitzva to cry out in Tefila
(and to learn Torah) to HKB”H

NINXN NYa 1" 779MviI MmN TiInhv

So that during a time of trouble, such as war, an nax¥ ny , there is a special
Mitzva according to the Ramban of davening and learning.

The Rambam in Hilchos Taaniyos says:
"X 7719 NIMyN NidYN

ANNIY MAXD 7V RIARY DY 72 7V Ninyixna yn pur? minn n nvy nixn

NI¥A |12 027 XY 12T 72 i /NiNX¥NA DNV DINX XD XD 7¥7 (0 ' 12TNI)
HYIINL DY ARYT 93 R NAKI QT

72229 DD AVTHYI QY YT DY RIDDY 0T2Y .RID DUWND DT AT 1T
DN DAY KIN NI i 7100 02'NNIY” (D N NMYY) 21N22 (D7 VIn 0'YID DR'YYn
:D"7UN N¥D 1'0)7

What that means is that whatever modes of naiwnn 7T we have in a normal
Aseres Yemei Teshuva, which is mostly a Minhag Klal Yisrael has taken upon
itself:
TYUI NIYD URIN NiYNA 70Y71 DIV D'YYN2T D T¥A Niaa? %19 na 72 12m
N2 779NN 178 DM} MWV 17172 DIRY 072 13031 .Y 720 A 0990 Dit
:0i*D VINY TY 'Y12021 D'MINA M7 Nit01D

These things now, in the midst of a war, have the weight of a Mitzvah nixn
Mina In AYy

Recently there has been a new phase the war. Last week it began with finally
having something for Yisrael to be prideful about, and even laugh bit, with the
genius operation of exploding pagers and walkie talkies. But as I write these
words northern Eretz Yisrael, which is gradually moving farther south, is under
constant barrage of rocket fire. Last night there was rocket fire for the first time
from Lebanon in Tel Aviv! School is canceled in the north and people need to
be near bomb shelters. The war on that front is expanding and we are still
fighting in Aza where close to 100 captives are still being held! And there is no
end in sight!
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And though we have greatly enjoyed being Dj711 on our enemies. Daily, sadly,

names of soldiers being killed in battle are released and we are aware of the
sacrifice being given to allow us to retain Eretz Yisrael.

We have spoken in the past about the Rambam in Hilchos Taaniyos:

N1 0T DX N7 YIX D7iva a0mn AT 2T R RIR 1IN N7HPYT K7 DR 72X
NINY AN¥D 9'0INI1.0'WIN DR'YYNI 72T07 D7 NNIIAL RETIXR T IT 0 N
"IN D2 'R0 (ND 1D KAR') M2 "y D271 (T2 1D XI2'l) NIRA 2NIY XN .NINNKX
Q'0iN M7 N'DY IMNNA DX IYAY T NIY D27V K'ANYI i .77 N2 DRy
M7 iNik NN D)Y

The Rambam uses a very strong expression on someone who does not respond
to niNy. niMm™N it is cruel. To think that this situation is normal, to think that it
is just geopolitics that will blow over , to think that we can ignore it and
literally pay lip service to it (a few Tehillim every day) is cruel.

Several decades ago, I attended the first night Selichos in the Ramban shul in
the old city, and Rav Neventzal Shlita spoke for a few minutes prior to Selichos.
That year the «first intifada” had begun. That was “only” Arabs throwing stones
and bottles at Jewish drivers as they drove by. For us living here at the time it
was traumatic, in that until that year we felt there was nothing to fear, the
Arabs had always been subdued, and we were here to stay. There was no talk of
a Palestinian State, and the PLO was recognized as a terrorist organization that
nobody talked to. We all felt this was a passing phase. Rav Neventzal said a few
short words, he said “had you known last year before Selichos and Rosh
Hashana what this year would look like, think about how much more seriously
you would have davened, and would have prepared for Rosh Hashana and the
Yom HaDin”

Imagine a year ago, had we even thought the possibility of what happened this
year could happen, how we would have prepared and gone into the Yemei
HaDin differently, and more seriously. We have entered in to a never-ending
war. 1200 people were butchered in one day, then hundreds more killed in the
ground operation and thousands injured. Tens of thousands of people from
Northern Israel are refugees, not able to return home and villages like Metulla
have been completely destroyed, while other places in northern Israel have
been severely burned and damaged.

NITAN YN NN "MYayn g Td NN, naIwni
Lets get to work
Kesiva V’Chasima Tova

NN MY NN, At mw AN
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Essay #30

Tekiyas Shofar

October 8, 2024
N7OUN MUN |

[ want to share with you what was said to the Yeshiva prior to 191w nyizn with
some additional comments regarding the October 7th anniversary which we just
past.

On NMwN WX 2 just as we were about to daven Maariv in Yeshiva the air raid
sirens sounded and we all moved to a secure area of the building to daven . I
commented to the Talmidim that how come nobody was scared? I am mean
nobody at all. I had to keep the guys inside so they would not go outside to
watch the «light show” of the missiles incoming and the shooting them down by
our side. Why was nobody scared? It is maybe the only time in history that so
many [CBMs (Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles) were fired from one country on
to another. Was everyone so confident in the IDF’s technological superiority?
You certainly cannot rely on a miracle?!

As we have mentioned so many times this year the Rabeinu B’Chaya on the
Pasuk from Mishlei:

(X7 ,80 "7un) nyIYNA ‘a7 nnn'm oI'? D oio

NIYY7 10X'Y 12T 72 WYY (XD *7wn) NTN 2IMd2 DX 72 0T N7y 10 nnv
INJ2V NN 73 yavn )T, ,0'NY T KW 1I0N'YI

We are responsible for complete and total Hishtadlus , so that even missing one
horse (or in our case one yn anti-missile missile), would not allow a place for
HKB”H’s Hashgacha. (see essay #18) If so, we have to realize that as terrible a
year that we experienced in T7”9wn , we were also nIT to the most miraculous
year possibly ever! It was a year that sadly created over 800 orphans and
thousands of deaths, and was clearly a result of the |'T last Rosh Hashana. But
the Hashgacha and the 0'01 we have seen this year are also part of what
HKB”H gave us over the past year and closed the year with Yisrael being able to
once again hold our head high. Jny 78w’ 07 D11 . The hatred for Yisrael is not
going to disappear, but the admiration for what Yisrael has accomplished over
the past few weeks as we closed the year is enormous.

The Rambam explains in the Moreh Nevuchim:

7NAYNN NI9SNWD - N'A7RN NNONN NNMNXA DTN 122 DONN NV 171 7 DNRY YTI
2NN AITRD A1 )22 TWKR XD 212TA D709 12D )X 70V7 IR )X DK1Y
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NN Y2 70192 7091 12D 12'121 1212 AWK XINN ON'A 1D Ny 'K NIA DI TR InY
12N N'ATAENITRA 2IYN71 DDA D701 I'NY NIYWN 7Y D'T'ONN D'T'9pN I'N AT 19N
XIN UMK 72 7'M D TN FTAT TONNYY CTIT NN YDONY TN 7R 119N X7 NN
NI7{77 'V 910D DTRN NNDW!' X7 QWX "' T' KIN 17'XD1,1000 'MAYNN 1191 '2'K NIN

219X X7 17D - omr X7 0T 12901 T nnynn.

You must know that even if you were the wisest man in respect to the true
knowledge of God, you break the bond between you and God whenever you turn

entirely your thoughts to the necessary food or any necessary business; you are
then not with God, and He is not with you: for that relation between you and Him
is actually interrupted in those moments. The pious were therefore particular to
restrict the time in which they could not meditate upon the name of God, and
cautioned others about it, saying, “Let not your minds be vacant from reflections
upon God.” In the same sense did David say, “I have set the Lord always before
me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved” (Ps. 16:8); i.e., I do not
turn my thoughts away from God; He is like my right hand, which I do not forget
even for a moment on account of the ease of its motions, and therefore I shall not
be moved, I shall not fail.

['R "NIIXN'N IR NIYYEL,N7'ONNT NN NIRNMPI ,071D 178D NITIAYN 'wyny Tl
I7'X01,071VN 'POYN NNONZI ‘N DITRA NIXNA 7OYNN7 TA7NNT 71 - DNAID NN
7N 1191 I'N9Y Ny1na 779NN OX 72N .IN7IT 12T 721 N7021 ‘Nt 12 DRFOYNN NNK
220 N1 122 271 T IY7A 'NNImR XKIpNE o1 NN AYIin NNRIET NN
NY'9N 1ISN'Y ' ~ AR MYYN ~'NIXA’ YYD WK 7D |21 INKIPNY Nna 1N
N71 INIYYT DI'YY M X7 ,XIND NYYNN Y N1'NA 720 Y0 N 0Ny 210N' IR Vi
DN NNIY ‘N 2N TR DN 728 NYONY Nyany 21NN X7 T 1man n'7n nn
“DN'NI'ON 2INNI DN'DY NNK AN~

If we, however, pray with the motion of our lips, and our face toward the wall,
but at the same time think of our business; if we read the Law with our tongue,
whilst our heart is occupied with the building of our house, and we do not think
of what we are reading; if we perform the commandments only with our limbs,
we are like those who are engaged in digging in the ground, or hewing wood in
the forest, without reflecting on the nature of those acts, or by whom they are
commanded, or what is their object. We must not imagine that [in this way] we
attain the highest perfection; on the contrary, we are then like those in reference
to whom Scripture says, “Thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins”
fer. 12:2).

The Rambam here stresses that our connection with HKB”H is dependent on
our consciousness of Him. When we are not thinking of Him we are
disconnected .

In Hilchos Teshuva the Rambam explains:

DY 1Y i) i W' TR 2NN NITA NIYD YUK 19 NY'PRY ' 7Y 9x
---02X702 11271 2N TN DX'YYNL 1UINI DXNATIAN X7 D'ATIN DMYN
iInAYNN1 YN 27T 0N TRX 72 2TV 02*7wni 0DIT 12'0'AI DMWY 10N
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"Y1 'N2T I'¥N 17X3 N2 NIYD 72 InYy AXYTIY DTX 72 1% 12'97 .nqiv X7 WK
AN

Even though the sounding of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is a decree, it contains

an allusion. It is as if fthe shofars call] is saying:

Wake up you sleepy ones from your sleep and you who slumber, arise. Inspect
your deeds, repent, remember your Creator... Look to your souls. Improve your
ways and your deeds and let every one of you abandon his evil path and thoughts.

Accordingly, throughout the entire year, a person should always look at himself as
equally balanced between merit and sin and the world as equally balanced
between merit and sin. If he performs one sin, he tips his balance and that of the
entire world to the side of guilt and brings destruction upon himself.

The Rambam explains the simplest Pshat in the Torah giving you a Mitzvah to
blow a Shofar is that it is an alarm! It is meant to be a wake up call. Wake up

look at yourself, is this the person you want to be?! Is this the life you wish to
lead?! You ultimately can hear that Shofar the entire year, making you be
conscious of the significance of every action and every moment.

The air raid sirens we have experienced this year, and the ones we heard on
Erev Rosh Hashana are meant to grab or attention. Call our attention to the
miraculous times we are living in. To pay attention to what HKB”H is telling us.
Look around? Think about the world we live in. The miracle that has occurred
in Eretz Yisrael over the past 75 years. The miracles that are occurring every
single day for those of us who are living here and for all of Klal Yisrael who
share in the vision and pay attention to what we are in the midst of.

Someone asked recently what is the end game in this war. The answer is
frightening. We are headed to a confrontation with Iran and all that will entail.
The awareness that if we are committed to the Bris then we can count on
HKBH doing his part. (n"1an 1311) Wake up and realize what the world we are
living in is about.

One comment. This week many people commemorated October 7th and the
horrible events that occurred one year ago. October 7th is a day on the non-
Jewish calendar. A calendar that differs from ours not only in its counting the
solar year but also in the randomness of a day’s particular significance. On the
real Torah calendar the Yahrzeit is Shmini Atzeres. That is not a coincidence,

and we have already discussed that this entire war has been about Shmini
Atzeres issues, to reveal to us the differences between Yisrael and the Amim. I

am sure in Shul on Shmini Atzeres, especially in Chutz L’Aretz where it is a
separate day from Simchas Torah and there is Yizkor, it will be properly
commemorated. And though October 7th is the popular term, we must
remember this is the Shmini Atzeres War with all that implies.
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Gmar Chasima Tova and n”9wn should be a year of the raising of the 78w
of clarity for Yisrael and a year that clearly brings us closer to Geula Shleima.
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Essay #31
Sukkos

October 22, 2024

N”"95Yn Yn O

Sukkos is referred to in the Torah as q'oxn an
NTYD™N A'YYNTIIX 790X MYD NRYQ qOXA AN|

The Torah views, this time of the year, Sukkos, as the end of the year, the time
of the ingathering. The idea of the time of no'ox which gives becomes the
source of Simcha and 1'nnnw |n7 is that now at the end of the year you now
have “something” , you are able to see the results of the hard work, the totality
of the accomplishment of the year. It is now the time of the potential, the
“becoming”, turning into the “being” the actualization which can now be seen in
terms of its totality. What we now have.

As we approach the year mark from an amazingly painful and inspiring year it
is important to take stock and see where we have come to and what we as a
natio have become. As I review my essays from the past year, we watched

Yisrael move from complete nj717nn towards a special unity. From vulnerability
to being a nation that needs to be feared. From being attacked to revenging
against our enemies. We learned just how special a people Yisrael are. We had
forgotten the N1 and w91 n1'on that Yisrael is capable of.

We witnessed over and over again the X11an nnawn and the love that HKB”H
has and continually displays for Yisrael . We understood the |Dw* TT2%7 ny and
the D71y of "jpw that we are fighting against. If Sukkos is as the Navi tells us the
time that the nations need to appreciate Yisrael, and travel to the Beis
HaMikdash , then this was a year where the nations failed, they stood against
Yisrael, and those who passionately spoke on our behalf will certainly receive
the Bracha promised.

It has been a year of tremendous Aveilos, thousands killed, thousands severely
injured. Hundreds of widows and orphans. The best of Yisrael giving their lives
on the battle fields, very special people whose loss that will be difficult to
replace.

Through all this Yisrael remembered who we are and what we are capable of.
Not just a start up nation, but a nation that has principles. A nation that cares
about the world more than the world cares about itself.

[ have cried thinking about the captives. I have cried thinking about the
Gevurah of so many. I have cried each time I read about more of the fallen
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brave soldiers being w91 10In , and more then willingly going to fight Yisrael’s
enemies and defend the people of Israel.

Recently we have had much to smile and laugh about. (What can you say about
the beeper attack that has not already been said, and the one Arab from Aza
who was the victim who was killed during the Iranian missile attack!) The war
is not over, and no one has any idea how it will end. During Elul in Yeshiva we
were D"on Meseches Makkos . Its ending could not be more appropriate for our
times:

"Wz NN KXY 2D1Y IR N0 07 1WRAnY (119,001 T2 1W)7 D'9IXD 0T 1IN (11
:DN7 X 2PN¥N DRX NN 990 7 NNK PN K'Y 12 |20 [0 17000 DY TED
1270 D'7W1Y 1'¢dYI "N 2R ITAIY 2 2IN2Y DI 7 1K ?0'ia DAX NN 1190
[D20 NMX X DINANKY DFTY "7 QTR 2T ,0¥N X 727 07 X 120921 K71 ,ia

NRTL[IURY WT7nR (IR 200027 78K (VIR |98 00 21T IR 13 T DN
[27” 2'N2 NN DR 7Y MR NNIT 7Y NI 21N20D N7R RN MY UTma
TV .”07¢N! NiANNA NiEH 01IPT 12Y! Tiv” 2N NN1A ,"WNNN NTY [i'Y 027722
'YV ,NIN2T 7Y INRID) DDA K7Y KYUDND M IR 7Y IR DRt K7y

ADANY K'Y NHANT K'Y

We know we are not far from the ultimate nnna.
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